
Traveling with Dogs and Cats: American Airlines 

Pet Policy Explained

Introduction

Traveling with pets requires careful planning to ensure a safe and comfortable 

journey. The American airlines pet policy explains important rules for passengers 

traveling with dogs and cats, including cabin eligibility, carrier requirements, fees, 

and international travel restrictions. Understanding these guidelines helps pet 

owners prepare for a smooth and hassle-free flight experience.

American Airlines Pet Policy Call: +1-888-212-0809

https://www.airflypolicy.com/pet-policy/american-airlines-pet-policy


Understanding American Airlines Pet Policy

American Airlines allows eligible small cats and dogs 

to travel in the cabin on qualifying flights.

Pets must meet airline requirements regarding 

size, age, and travel conditions.

Passengers must follow approved pet carrier 

specifications for safe transportation.

Pet acceptance depends on aircraft type, route 

restrictions, and available space.



Traveling with Dogs and Cats in the Cabin

Small dogs and cats 

may travel inside an 

approved carrier 

under the seat in 

front.

The pet must remain 

inside its carrier 

throughout the flight.

Passengers are 

generally required 

to be at least 18 

years old to travel 

with a pet.

Cabin pet space is 

limited, so advance 

arrangements are 

recommended.



Pet Carrier Requirements

1

Choose a soft-sided, 

collapsible carrier that fits 

comfortably under the 

passenger seat.

2

The recommended soft-

sided carrier dimensions 

are 18 × 11 × 11 inches.

3
Ensure the carrier is secure, 

padded, leak-resistant, 

and properly ventilated.

4

Your dog or cat must fit 

comfortably inside the 

closed carrier during the 

flight.



American Airlines Pet Travel Fees

The carry-on pet fee is 

generally $150 per kennel, 

each way, on eligible routes.

Pet fees are nonrefundable and 

may apply separately for 

connecting segments.

Cargo transportation 

charges vary depending 

on the route, pet size, 

and kennel.

Confirm the applicable fee 

and payment requirements 

before traveling.



American Airlines Pet Policy International

1

The american airlines 

pet policy international 

rules vary according to 

the destination country.

2

Some international 

routes do not permit 

pets in the passenger 

cabin.

3

Review vaccination, 

microchip, health 

certificate, and 

import 

documentation 

requirements.

4

Check destination 

restrictions and 

government 

regulations before 

booking your pet's 

journey.
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How to Add a Pet to Your Booking?

Visit the American Airlines website or 

open the mobile application.

Find your reservation using your 

booking details.

Select the Additional Services section 

and choose Add Carry-On Pets.

Select eligible flights, review pet 

requirements, and confirm your request.



Essential Tips for Traveling with Pets

1

Book early because 

the number of pets 

allowed onboard is 

limited.

2

Carry necessary 

vaccination and 

health documents 

for your 

destination.

3

Avoid sedating pets 

unless specifically 

advised by a veterinarian; 

American Airlines does 

not accept sedated pets.

4

Keep your pet 

comfortable and 

prepare the carrier 

before departure.
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