
Buy Apple Developer Account: A 
Complete Guide to Getting Started 
If you want to develop apps for iOS, macOS, watchOS, or tvOS, you need to buy Apple 
Developer Account. This account grants you access to Apple’s development tools, beta 
software, App Store distribution, and much more. Whether you're an independent developer or a 
company, investing in an Apple Developer Account is essential to launching your apps to 
millions of users worldwide. 

In this guide, we will walk you through the process of purchasing an Apple Developer Account, 
its benefits, costs, and frequently asked questions. 

Why Buy an Apple Developer Account? 
An Apple Developer Account is necessary if you want to create and distribute applications 
through the App Store. Here are some key benefits: 

1. Access to Development Tools 

When you buy an Apple Developer Account, you gain access to Xcode, Apple’s integrated 
development environment (IDE). This tool includes all the necessary resources, frameworks, 
and simulators to create, test, and optimize your apps. 

2. App Store Distribution 

Without a developer account, you cannot publish apps on the App Store. If you want to make 
your app available to millions of users globally, purchasing an Apple Developer Account is a 
must. 

3. Beta Testing with TestFlight 

Apple provides TestFlight, a platform that allows you to beta test your applications before 
releasing them to the public. This is essential for identifying bugs and improving the user 
experience. 

4. Access to Beta Software 

Apple gives developers early access to beta versions of iOS, macOS, watchOS, and tvOS, 
allowing you to optimize your app for upcoming updates before they are officially released. 
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5. Monetization Opportunities 

By having an Apple Developer Account, you can monetize your apps through in-app purchases, 
subscriptions, and paid app models. Apple’s payment system ensures smooth transactions and 
global reach. 

How Much Does an Apple Developer Account Cost? 
The cost of an Apple Developer Account varies depending on the type: 

●​ Individual Developer Account: $99 per year 
●​ Company/Organization Developer Account: $99 per year 
●​ Apple Developer Enterprise Program: $299 per year (for businesses distributing apps 

internally) 

Each of these accounts provides access to the same essential tools, but the enterprise option is 
meant for large organizations that want to distribute apps outside the App Store. 

How to Buy an Apple Developer Account 
Follow these steps to purchase an Apple Developer Account: 

Step 1: Create an Apple ID 

If you don’t already have an Apple ID, go to Apple’s website and create one. Make sure to 
enable two-factor authentication (2FA) for security purposes. 

Step 2: Enroll in the Apple Developer Program 

Visit Apple’s Developer Program page and click on Enroll. You will need to sign in with your 
Apple ID and accept the terms and conditions. 

Step 3: Choose an Account Type 

●​ Individual Account: Best for solo developers. 
●​ Company/Organization Account: Required if you're registering as a business. 

For a company account, Apple requires a D-U-N-S Number to verify your business identity. You 
can obtain this number for free from Dun & Bradstreet. 

Step 4: Make Payment 

Pay the annual $99 fee using a credit card or Apple Pay. Once the payment is processed, Apple 
will review your application. 



Step 5: Wait for Approval 

Apple typically takes 24 to 48 hours to approve individual accounts and a few days longer for 
company accounts. Once approved, you can access all the features of your Apple Developer 
Account. 

FAQs About Buying an Apple Developer Account 

1. Can I Develop Apps Without Buying an Apple Developer Account? 

Yes, you can use Xcode’s simulator to develop and test apps locally. However, to distribute your 
apps on the App Store or use advanced development features, you need a paid Apple 
Developer Account. 

2. Can I Buy an Apple Developer Account Without a D-U-N-S Number? 

If you're registering as an individual, you do not need a D-U-N-S Number. However, businesses 
must provide one to verify their identity. 

3. Can I Transfer an Apple Developer Account? 

No, Apple does not allow account transfers. However, you can transfer an app from one account 
to another. 

4. Do I Need to Renew My Apple Developer Account Every Year? 

Yes, the $99 fee is an annual subscription. If you do not renew, your apps will be removed from 
the App Store. 

5. What Happens If My Apple Developer Account Gets Suspended? 

If your account is suspended, you lose access to all development tools, and your apps will be 
removed from the App Store. Follow Apple’s guidelines carefully to avoid this issue. 

Final Thoughts 
If you're serious about app development, buying an Apple Developer Account is a crucial step. 
It provides access to Apple’s powerful tools, allows app distribution on the App Store, and opens 
up monetization opportunities. While the $99 yearly fee might seem like an expense, the 
potential revenue and exposure make it a worthwhile investment. 

So, take the first step today—buy an Apple Developer Account and start your journey in the 
world of iOS development! 
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