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EU accuses Britain of
‘blackmail’ over protocol
ANDREW WOODCOCK
POLITICAL EDITOR

The EU’s chief negotiator on
Brexit has warned that
Brussels will not give in to
threats as the row over the
Northern Irish border moved

closer towards sparking a trade
war yesterday. Maros Sefcovic
eﬀectively accused Boris
Johnson of lying about the
consequences of EU
withdrawal, saying it was time
for “honesty” about the
problems created by the form

of hard Brexit chosen by the
government. He sent a stark
message to London: “We in
the EU never work with
threats, we never work with
blackmail, we try to work with
constructive engagement and
that is what I am pleading for.”
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Putin has failed in his eﬀort
to weaken the Nato alliance
Rarely has the law of unintended consequences worked with
such devastating eﬀect as in Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

The conduct of the war has disgraced Russia’s armed forces and
demonstrated their multiple weaknesses. It has isolated Russia
economically and diplomatically. It has made even the few
friends it has in the world nervous about supporting it, not least
because it looks as though Vladimir Putin has embarked on an
unwinnable war.
Ukraine remains an independent state, its president a global
figure of Churchillian proportions. In a country full of hero
citizens and hero cities, Ukraine is, to the free world, a hero
nation. Even now, after being subjected to a bombardment
unprecedented in Europe since the Second World War, the band
of soldiers in Mariupol remains stubbornly in place. The “special
military operation”, which Russia hoped would amount to a
lightning annexation of a smaller neighbour, was not supposed
to play out like this.
Far from pushing back Nato and neutralising its influence,
Russia’s actions have prompted a significant bulking up of the
alliance’s military potential, with Finland, and soon Sweden, set
to join the 30-strong organisation. Virtually the whole of Europe
and North America stands united in an all-for-one front against
President Putin’s neo-imperialist ambitions.
Unlike the present Russian Federation, and the Soviet Union
before it, Nato has never launched an illegal war of aggression
with a view to annexing territory for any of its member states. It
may be bristling with the latest military technology – used to
devastating eﬀect in Ukraine – but it has no intention of
invading Russia. Neither, it hardly needs saying, had Ukraine.
Nor are the west and Ukraine run by the heirs of Adolf Hitler.
Moscow has made itself look foolish and antisemitic, as well as
dangerous, in propagating such absurdism.
Russia, as ever, has promised to take “retaliatory steps” in
response to Finland’s accession to Nato. That is a threat, and
whether or not it is credible, it is something to which a group of
sovereign democracies need not respond. The very fact of the
invasion of Ukraine demonstrated to the Finns and the Swedes
that they could no longer persevere with their historical policies
of neutrality in the hope that Russia would leave them alone.

Though well prepared militarily, they still need the protection of
a bigger club in the face of Russia’s aggression and its record of
war crimes.
All that said, it is obviously a dangerous moment in European
history. The choice, though, is a familiar one. Peace could very
easily be secured if Ukraine were willing to give up territory and
its right to self-government and become a virtual colony of
Russia – its people subjugated or deported, its dissidents
murdered. So too could Moldova, Poland, Finland and the rest,
inside or outside Nato’s formal structures, find peace of mind
simply by doing as the Kremlin wishes. But why should they?
Would the British or the French?
Sometimes it is necessary to threaten war to prevent war, and to
secure a peace that is not the peace of the graveyard. Russia
hints at nuclear warfare, but President Putin knows that this
might mean the end for the person he loves most in the world –
himself.
President Putin will sooner or later have to understand that Nato
is a peaceful organisation that exists only to deter potential
aggressors. It would not be passing such quantities of weaponry
or financial support to Ukraine if Ukraine had started the war
with Russia. Germany, Sweden, France and Finland would still
be pursuing neutralistic, accommodative policies, eagerly
importing Russian oil and gas, and investing in new industries in
the Russian Federation. Russia has brought this cataclysm
entirely on itself.
Nato asks only that Russia leave its members alone. After
Ukraine, Putin would be wise to learn his lesson, sit on the
territory he has already occupied, declare victory and end the
fighting.
Want your views to be included in The Independent Daily Edition
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Dispute over Northern
Ireland protocol intensifies
Row threatens to spark trade war with the EU as talks falter

Maa r o s S e f c o v i c s a i d t h e E U w o u ld
d n o t g i v e i n t o ‘ t h r e a t s ’ o r ‘ b laa c k m a i l’’ o v e r t h e p r o t o c o l ( PA )

ANDREW WOODCOCK
POLITICAL EDITOR

The EU’s chief Brexit negotiator has warned that Brussels will
not give in to threats or blackmail, as the furious row over the
Northern Irish border took a step closer towards sparking a
trade war. Maros Sefcovic in eﬀect accused Boris Johnson of

lying about the consequences of EU withdrawal, declaring that
it was time for “honesty” about the problems created by the
form of hard Brexit chosen by the UK government.
Insisting that the 27-nation bloc was united in rejecting British
demands to rewrite the controversial Northern Ireland protocol,
he sent a stark message to London: “We in the EU never work
with threats, we never work with blackmail, we try to work with
constructive engagement and that is what I am pleading for.”
The European Commission vice-president was speaking after
Liz Truss, the foreign secretary, told him that Britain would have
“no choice” but to take unilateral action unless Brussels
submitted to its demand for fresh concessions on the protocol,
which has eﬀectively created a customs border between
Northern Ireland and the British mainland.
Her comments in crunch phone talks with Mr Sefcovic set the
scene for the publication within days of legislation to override
the protocol, which was signed by Mr Johnson in 2020 with the
aim of keeping the Irish border open after Brexit. Voicing her
“regret” at the EU’s rejection of British demands to revise Mr
Sefcovic’s negotiating mandate, the foreign secretary said that
“if the EU would not show the requisite flexibility to help solve
those issues, then as a responsible government we would have
no choice but to act”.
Her ultimatum came hours after attorney general Suella
Braverman revealed she had received legal advice that it would
be lawful to tear up parts of the protocol because of the
“disproportionate and unreasonable” way in which the UK
believes it has been implemented by Brussels. Speaking on BBC
One Question Time last night, Ms Braverman said action over
the protocol is becoming “painfully, apparently necessary”.
Meanwhile, the former Brexit minister Lord Frost, writing
in The Telegraph, said that the government has “no option” now
but to rip up “part or all of the protocol”. He urged Mr Johnson
to act, even if it leads to “confrontation” with the bloc.
Downing Street acknowledged that the situation was “very
serious” but insisted that no decision on action had yet been

taken. Talks are understood to be continuing at an oﬃcial level
over the coming days.
But Mr Sefcovic said the “likelihood” was now that the UK
government would produce a new version of the Internal Market
Bill, which provoked a deep rift between London and Brussels in
2020 after ministers admitted its provisions to lift customs
checks would breach international law.

T h e f o r e i g n s e c r e t a r y s a i d B r i t a i n w o u ld
d h ave ‘ n o c h o i ce b u t
t o a c t ’ i f t h e E U r e f u s e d t o b e n d t o i t s d e m a n d s ( PA )

And a senior Downing Street source said yesterday that the
cabinet was united around the position that “something needs to
be done” as the EU position appeared to be hardening. “You
never know what the EU are going to come back with,” said the
source. “But they set their position out today, and we don’t have
any signals that that is going to change.”
Mr Johnson himself indicated that the government felt impelled
to act by the refusal of the unionist DUP to enter into a powersharing administration with Sinn Fein so long as the protocol
remains in its current form – a situation he suggested was
putting the Good Friday Agreement at risk. “It’s clear that the
unionist community won’t accept the protocol,” said the prime
minister. “That’s obvious from what’s happened. We’ve got to fix
it.”
Any unilateral breach of the protocol by the UK could eventually
lead to a trade war with Europe, allowing Brussels to suspend all

or part of the zero-tariﬀ trade deal signed in 2020. The former
head of the government legal department, Sir Jonathan Jones
QC, who quit over the Internal Market Bill, warned that
introducing the necessary legislation to override the protocol
would be “seriously problematic”.
“It feels like a rerun of what happened two years ago when the
government was proposing to break international law,” he said.
“We know that the EU will be very cross if that happens, and I
think it’s understandable that they would be cross, because this
would be a unilateral act, and it would very severely damage the
relationship we will continue to need with the EU post-Brexit.”
But legislation could take as long as a year to go through
parliament, with stiﬀ opposition expected in the House of
Lords, and government sources made clear that negotiations
could continue throughout that time to try to avert a hugely
expensive breakdown in trade relations.
Mr Sefcovic expressed “serious concern” over the impasse,
warning it would be “unacceptable” for the UK to walk away
from the international treaty signed by Mr Johnson. He warned
that the ambitions set out by the PM in Tuesday’s Queen’s
Speech for further UK divergence from EU standards and
regulations would lead to “more complications, more
diﬃculties, more checks” on goods crossing the border.

Maros Sefcovic said it would be ‘unacceptable’ for the UK to
w a l k a w a y f r o m t h e B r e x i t t r e a t y ( PA )

Decrying a lack of “political will” on the British side to engage
with proposed solutions to the trade disruption, the commission
vice-president said: “Honesty about what the UK signed up to is
needed. Honesty that the EU cannot solve all the problems
created by Brexit and the type of Brexit chosen by the UK. We
will not renegotiate the protocol, and the EU is united in this
position. Unilateral action eﬀectively disapplying the protocol is
not the solution.”
After being briefed by Mr Sefcovic on his talks with Ms Truss,
Irish foreign minister Simon Coveney said Dublin was in
agreement with the rejection of “UK government threats of
unilateral action and breach of international law”. “The way
forward is partnership, dialogue and genuine negotiation, not
threats and raising tension,” said Mr Coveney.
Ms Truss ratcheted up tensions over the protocol on Tuesday,
with a statement warning that proposals set out by the EU to
ease the friction in trade would in fact “take us backwards”. But
Mr Sefcovic told her yesterday that there was “no room” for
further concessions or for a change in his negotiating mandate,
which must be agreed by all 27 EU member states.
Ms Truss said that the protocol was causing “unacceptable
disruption to trade” and had created “a two-tier system where
people in Northern Ireland weren’t being treated the same as
everyone else in the UK”.
Calling for “more pragmatism” from the commission, she said
that the issues could be resolved, while still protecting the EU
single market, by implementing UK proposals for goods
destined for Northern Ireland to be sent through a light-touch
“green channel” at customs, with close checks reserved for
those heading to the Republic.
But Mr Sefcovic said that taking unilateral action to disapply an
international treaty would undermine trust between the EU and
the UK, and that it would compromise eﬀorts to protect the
Good Friday Agreement. “The EU and the UK are partners
facing the same global challenges, where upholding the rule of
law and living up to international obligations is a necessity,” he

said. “Working side by side in a constructive manner is of
utmost importance.”
Want your views to be included in The Independent Daily Edition
letters page? Email us by tapping here letters@independent.co.uk.
Please include your address
BACK TO TOP

FRIDAY 13 MAY 2022

News/ Politics Explained

Protocol deadlock means
Brexit still won’t get ‘done’

P o w e r s h a k e : t h e f o r e i g n s e c r e t a r y , L i z Tr u s s , a n d E u r o p e a n C o m m i s s i o n v i c e -p
president Maros
S e f c o v i c ( PA )

S E A N O ' G R A DY

Britain celebrates two momentous anniversaries next month.
The first, broadly consensual and popular, will be the platinum
jubilee of the Queen’s accession. There will be cakes, street
parties, bank holidays and the pubs will be open later.

A few weeks later, on 23 June, the sixth anniversary of the Brexit
referendum will be marked in more subdued and diﬀerent ways.
The date Nigel Farage hailed as Britain’s Independence Day can
at least unite the nation on one particular proposition: that
Brexit hasn’t, after all this time, been “done”.
The government seems to think that fresh legislation to override
the Northern Ireland protocol, which allows for checks on some
goods moving between Great Britain and Northern Ireland, will
finally get this bit of Brexit done. However, the chances look
slim.
The politics of all this is as familiar as it is complicated, tied in
with the ancient Irish question, and an incipient civil war for the
soul of the Conservative Party. The immediate question is
whether the government will go ahead with the latest threat to
abandon its endless talks with the EU over the protocol, and
scrap the agreed checks on goods. Ministers are understandably
concerned about the future of the Northern Ireland Executive,
the Belfast Good Friday Agreement and peace on the island of
Ireland. They are frustrated with the lack of progress from the
talks with the EU. The EU is also annoyed by the British seeking
to renegotiate or renege on an international treaty solemnly
entered into.
We have been here before. A few weeks ago there was talk that
the Queen’s Speech would contain a bill to override the EU-UK
Brexit deal, including the NI protocol. Then the idea was
dropped when the speech was delivered on Tuesday, but now it
has been resurrected by Liz Truss. The attorney general, Suella
Braverman, also says she has had advice that such a move would
be lawful, in contrast to past legal advice.
A pattern has emerged. In 2020 the UK Internal Market Bill was
published with much the same goal in mind as the new bill. It
too met a hostile reception in the EU, and the former attorney
general, Geoﬀrey Fox, ruled it would breach international law.
The government admitted as much, in fact. The Northern
Ireland Secretary, Brandon Lewis, famously told the Commons
in September 2020: “Yes, this does break international law in a
very specific and limited way. We’re taking the powers to

disapply the EU law concept of direct eﬀect … in a certain very
tightly-defined circumstance.”

A trade war would damage both sides, a classic loselose, but because Europe is a proportionately more
important market the balance of advantage lies with
the European Union

In due course – after pressure from Dublin, Brussels and
Washington – the oﬀending clauses in the Internal Market Bill
were dropped. The talks between Michael Gove and Maros
Sefcovic, the EU vice-president in charge of Brexit, reconvened
and yielded concessions on medicines, animal health and chilled
meats. The “sausage wars” were over.
Since then, under the tutelage of Lord (David) Frost and Liz
Truss there have been more talks and periodic hints from
London that Article 16 of the NI protocol would be triggered
(allowing for a suspension of certain rules pending negotiations),
as well as menacing hints about a more dramatic unilateral
abrogation of the NIP and therefore the Brexit treaty.
The pattern throughout these twists and turns is the same: the
EU, backed by the US, has refused to renegotiate the NI
protocol, and the British have abandoned threats to act
unilaterally.
Will this time be diﬀerent? It could be, because the talks have
been played out, and there is a limit to how often the UK can try
and postpone implementing the full NI protocol. However, the
risks are also heightened right now, but the threat of legal action

and trade sanctions from the EU carry more than their usual
considerable force because Britain is on the verge of recession,
and the eﬀect would be disastrous on British manufacturing and
agriculture.
A trade war would damage both sides, a classic lose-lose, but
because Europe is a proportionately more important market to
Britain than the UK is to Europe then the balance of advantage
lies with the EU. On the other hand, the UK could disrupt the
supply of goods to Ireland in a kind of soft blockade, though it
would infuriate President Biden.
As crises go, this will be a slow-motion one. Any fresh legislation
will take many months to get through parliament, and be subject
to legal challenge in UK, European and international courts (and
the EU has already initiated legal action after a previous threat.
The case is paused). It might not even be passed by the next
election if the House of Lords exercises its power of delay.
At some point, if the politicians and diplomats fail to do so,
some court somewhere will need to state the inconvenient truth
that Brexit itself is incompatible with the spirit or letter of the
1998 Belfast Good Friday Agreement and/or the British Act of
Union of 1801. But in any case, an economic border on the
island of Ireland would remain unacceptable to some, and a
border down the Irish Sea between Great Britain and Northern
Ireland unacceptable to others. Violence may ensue in either
case. There is the nasty feeling that whichever side, loyalist or
Republican, that threatens the most violence will prevail so far
as where the economic border will be placed.
About the one thing that all concerned can be sure of is that, on
current form, Brexit will not be “done” by the end of this
parliament, or the decade. Just like the Irish question, into
which Brexit has sadly and inevitably morphed.
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Government plans to axe
90,000 civil service jobs

T h e P M i n S t o k e -o
o n -T
Tr e n t y e s t e r d a y , w h e r e h e t o ld
d c a b i n e t c o llee a g u e s h e w a n t s t h e s e r v i c e c u t
by a f i f t h ( R e u t e r s)

T O M B AT C H E L O R

The government could cut as many as 90,000 civil service jobs
in a cost-saving exercise touted by Boris Johnson, as ministers
come under increasing pressure to help ease the cost of living
crisis with possible tax cuts.

The prime minister was understood to have told his cabinet
yesterday that the workforce should be cut by a fifth, which a
report said would save more than £3bn.
Sources familiar with the conversations said he told ministers to
return the civil service to its 2016 levels in the coming years.
Staﬃng levels have increased since then as the impact of Brexit
across government and public life increased the need for civil
servants.
But Mr Johnson told the Daily Mail: “We have got to cut the
cost of government to reduce the cost of living.”

P r i m e M i n i s t e r B o r i s J o h n s o n a t a n a w a y -d
d a y i n S t o k e -o
onTr e n t ( PA W i r e )

He said the billions it would reportedly save could be used for
tax cuts: “Every pound the government pre-empts from the
taxpayer is money they can spend on their own priorities, on
their own lives.”
However the move risks igniting a war between the government,
civil servants and the unions that represent them.
Last month, Mr Johnson backed Jacob Rees-Mogg‘s policy of
leaving ominous notes on the desks of civil servants who work
from home.
The government eﬃciency minister was criticised by unions
after it emerged he had left “crass” and “condescending”
messages for oﬃcials who were not at their desks.

Last year, Mr Johnson established a new No 10 delivery unit
designed to override civil servants while attempting to speed up
the delivery of flagship policies.
A government spokesperson said: “The PM and ministers are
clear that the civil service does an outstanding job delivering for
the public and driving progress on the government's priorities.
“But when people and businesses across the country are facing
rising costs, the public rightly expect their government to lead
by example and run as eﬃciently as possible.”
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Tory MP: Lack of urgency
to tackle cost of living crisis

T h e P M h a s r e f u s e d t o b e d r a w n o n f u r t h e r a c t i o n t h e g o v e r n m e n t c o u ld
d t a k e (G e t t y )

ASHLEY COWBURN
POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT

Senior Conservative MP David Davis has claimed there is a
“lack of urgency” from the government in tackling the cost of
living crisis. The remarks come as Boris Johnson sidestepped
questions over support for families, with opposition MPs
demanding an emergency budget amid rocketing energy bills
and levels of inflation at a 30-year high.

Speaking to The Independent, Mr Davis, a former cabinet
minister, said: “I do think there is a lack of urgency. The
problem is, for some, the cost of living crisis is biting already.”
Calling for action “before the summer”, he also claimed
ministers had received bad advice, as he highlighted last year’s
forecasts on tax receipts and Bank of England inflation forecasts
in 2021. Mr Davis said the “ideal outcome” would be for the
government to revoke April’s manifesto-busting tax increase
immediately, adding: “The trouble with that is it’s embarrassing.
But you know what, I think the public would welcome it.”
David Gauke, a former Conservative cabinet minister, also
suggested yesterday the cost of living crisis could get “much
worse” if the UK ends up in a trade war with the EU amid an
ongoing bust-up over the Northern Ireland protocol. Their
remarks follow a cabinet away day in Staﬀordshire, with Mr
Johnson telling senior ministers that the cost of living pressures
“must be at the forefront of all work to help continue to support
people during a diﬃcult financial period”.
But when pressed after the meeting on further support, the
prime minister refused to be drawn on what further action the
government might take to address the crisis – despite telling
MPs on Tuesday further support would come in “days”. Instead,
Mr Johnson only told reporters what measures had already been
announced, including the reduction in national insurance
thresholds in July. “I’m not going to anticipate anything more
that we may do,” he added.
Responding to the prime minister’s comments, Labour’s shadow
chancellor, Rachel Reeves, said: “We don’t need more talk from
the government – we need an emergency budget now, and a
proper plan for growth.” As pressure builds on the government
to implement a windfall tax on oil and gas companies to help
relieve some of the pressures on families, Mr Johnson did not
rule out the measure, despite repeating his view it would deter
green investment.

Dav i d Dav i s s a i d t h e co s t of l i v i n g c r i s i s i s ‘ b i t i n g a l re a d y ’ fo r
p e o p lee ( PA )

Rishi Sunak, the chancellor, who has reportedly told oﬃcials at
the Treasury to examine plans for a levy, added that while not
“naturally attracted” to a windfall tax, he was “pragmatic” about
the idea. “But what I do know is that these companies are
making a significant amount of profit at the moment because of
these very elevated prices,” he told the BBC. “What I want to
see is significant investment back into the UK economy to
support jobs, to support energy security, and I want to see that
investment soon. If that doesn’t happen, then no options are oﬀ
the table.”
Mr Gauke, a former Conservative work and pensions secretary,
also told the BBC Radio 4’s World at One that while “not ideal”,
he suspected the government would end up taxing the
exceptional profits of oil and gas companies. “I think
increasingly it seems the oil companies are kind of reconciled to
the fact that they’re going to get hit with this at some point or
other,” he added. “So, it’s not ideal, but I suspect in the end that
they will turn to those oil and gas companies and pick up an
element of what are exceptional profits.”
Asked whether a trade war with the EU would have a significant
impact on the cost of living, he said: “Potentially, it very much
would do”. “We did at least get a deal, albeit a thin deal, but the
risk if we go full head of steam into ripping up the Northern

Ireland Protocol is that essentially we start seeing tariﬀs and
quotas on our own goods – that we enter into a tit-for-tat
relationship and the situation gets worse,” he added.
“That does have a real cost for ordinary people, it will make our
economy weaker, it will damage investment, it will damage
productivity, and that will play out into living standards.”
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Vardy breaks down in tears
twice while giving evidence

M s Va r d y w a s p u t o n t h e s p o t a b o u t m i s s i n g m e s s a g e s b e t w e e n h e r a n d h e r a g e n t C a r o lii n e W a t t
( PA )

H O L LY B A N C R O F T

Rebekah Vardy was brought to tears twice in court yesterday as
she answered questions about whether she or her agent leaked
stories about fellow footballer’s wife Coleen Rooney to the press.

During her third day in the witness box, Ms Vardy recalled
discovering that Ms Rooney had named her on social media as
the chief suspect behind the leaking of numerous fake stories.
She reacted to Ms Rooney’s “Wagatha Christie” post, saying:
“Wow that’s war” in a message to her agent, read out in court.
Ms Vardy said that the day in question was “such a blur” and
accused Ms Rooney of having “weaponised her fan base against
me”. Court proceedings were brought to a stop twice as Ms
Vardy battled to hold back tears and her barrister Hugh
Tomlinson QC told the court that Ms Rooney’s barrister David
Sherborne’s cross-examination technique was “not very
pleasant”. Here are the key moments from day three:

Va r d y a c c u s e d M s R o o n e y o f h a v i n g ‘ w e a p o n i s e d h e r f a n
b a s e a g a i n s t m e ’ ( PA )

Rebekah Vardy commiserated with C
Co
oleen R
Ro
ooney about S
Su
un
leak
Ms Vardy messaged Ms Rooney to express her outrage that one
of her Instagram followers was leaking stories to The Sun, the
court heard. Following a story dubbed the “pyjama leak”,
concerning a picture of Ms Rooney, her husband Wayne and
their children in bed, Ms Rooney posted angry messages to her
followers saying that someone on the platform had started to
leak stories to the press again. Ms Vardy messaged Ms Rooney
to express her anger that one of her Instagram followers would
betray her in this way.

Ms Vardy said: “That is so bad! And The Sun of all people as
well! Have you been through all your followers? No one with any
celeb mag links? What about being hacked? I would be
chomping if that was me! Not on at all.”

C o l e e n , w i t h h e r h u s b a n d W a y n e R o o n e y, ( PA )

Nine months of messages between Vardy and h
he
er agent have
gone missing
Ms Rooney’s lawyer accused Ms Vardy of deleting evidence in
advance of the trial at the High Court. Mr Sherborne told the
court that Ms Vardy had said that she exported her WhatsApp
chat with her agent Caroline Watt on 15 October 2019, however
the first available message in this chat is on the 25 July 2020.
“What has happened to all of the messages?” he asked. Ms Vardy
said: “I can only imagine that I potentially switched phones
during that period.” She later added: “I can’t confirm or deny but
I think I may have changed phones around that time.”
Mr Sherborne alleged that Ms Vardy deleted these messages five
days after the defence sent a letter to Ms Vardy’s legal team. The
letter reiterated Ms Rooney’s desire to resolve the libel claim
without it reaching court.
Ms Vardy has denied deleting evidence. The court heard that
evidence from Ms Watt’s phone was not available because she
dropped it when “she was filming the coast line when on a boat
trip in Scotland in August 2021 and was unable to retrieve it”.

R o o n e y ’ s b a r r i s t e r D a v i d S h e r b o r n e a llee g e d t h a t M s Va r d y
d e lee t e d m e s s a g e s ( PA )

Rooney’s legal team argued that Vardy ‘deliberately concealed
evidence’
Mr Sherborne argued that Ms Vardy “deliberately concealed
evidence of the secret passing of information in relation to Ms
Rooney’s Instagram account”. Referring to the fact that no
media images or recordings have been exported from the
WhatsApp chat between Ms Vardy and her agent, Mr Sherborne
said: “Your expert has described that as somewhat surprising.
“You know that our expert says that this indicates that someone
has manually deleted these from the phone. “Ms Rooney’s
expert says that there is no other way that that happened... other
than a human manually deleting those messages on the phone.”
Ms Vardy replied that the loss of evidence was “extremely
unfortunate”. She said that the “audio or whatever they were
would have been extremely helpful to me”. The court heard that
the laptop that Ms Vardy used to export her WhatsApp messages
has now been damaged and Ms Vardy no longer has it.

Va r d y s a i d t h a t t h e lo
o s s o f e v i d e n c e w a s ‘ e x t r e m e lyy
u n f o r t u n a t e ’ ( PA )

Vardy turned to Rooney and accused h
he
er of revelling in ‘my
anguish and upset’
Ms Vardy turned to Ms Rooney in court and told her that she
“quite frankly revelled in my anguish and upset” after the
“Wagatha Christie” post went up. The court heard that Ms Vardy
had called Ms Rooney after Ms Rooney had publicly accused
someone with access to Ms Vardy’s Instagram account of leaking
stories to the press. Ms Vardy was told about the infamous post
by her agent, and responded saying: “Wow that’s war”, the court
heard.
Ms Vardy and her agent Ms Watt also brainstormed a response
to send Ms Rooney. Ms Vardy spoke about the days following
Ms Rooney’s big reveal, saying: “It seemed she had weaponised
her fan base against me, and I was desperately trying to do
something to diﬀuse the situation.”

M s Va r d y s t a r t e d c r y i n g w h e n a s k e d a b o u t w h e t h e r s h e
lee a k e d a s t o r y a b o u t M s R o o n e y ’ s f lo
o o d e d b a s e m e n t ( PA )

Vardy breaks down in witness stand
Ms Vardy started crying in the witness stand during questioning
about whether she leaked a story about Ms Rooney’s flooded
basement to The Sun. Ms Vardy told the court in a wobbling
voice: “There was a lot of abuse at the time” and started to cry.
Mr Sherborne asked her if she needed another break and Ms
Vardy shook her head. Justice Steyn suggested that the court
take a five-minute break. Ms Vardy then put her head down and
covered her head with her hands. She stayed in that position,
cradling her head for a few seconds before she left the
courtroom. Earlier in the afternoon court proceedings had
paused because Ms Vardy had started to cry.

Va r d y t o ld
d t h e c o u r t t h a t i t i s e m b a r r a s s i n g t o b e c a llee d ‘ t h e
lee a d e r o f t h e W A G s ’ ( PA )

Vardy admitted knowing agent sent p
prrivate d
de
etails aab
bout R
Ro
ooney
to The Sun
Ms Vardy told the court that she “didn’t think [her agent] was
passing on any new information” to The Sun journalist Andy
Halls for a story about Ms Rooney supposedly crashing her
Honda. Mr Sherborne asked Ms Vardy: “You didn’t object at any
stage to the fact that Ms Watt was plainly passing on information
from Ms Rooney’s private Instagram account to Andy Halls?”
Ms Vardy replied: “I didn’t think she was passing on any new
information.”
Mr Sherborne said: “Take the word ‘new’ out of it. Did you, or
did you not, know that Ms Watt was passing on information
from Ms Rooney’s private account?” Ms Vardy replied: “She was
talking to Mr Halls about information that was already being
discussed.”
Mr Halls’ story ultimately turned out to be incorrect, the court
heard. Ms Rooney said she didn’t crash the car, instead a car
drove into her Honda. Mr Sherborne also confronted Ms Vardy
with a message from her agent, in which the agent apparently
admitted being the source of the leak to The Sun. “It wasn’t
someone she trusted. It was me”, Ms Watt wrote to Ms Vardy.
Ms Vardy and Ms Watt knew about the crash because Ms

Rooney posted about it on her Instagram account. When asked
about whether this message proved that Ms Watt was leaking to
The Sun, Ms Vardy said: “That seems to be what she is saying.”
Vardy said it was embarrassing to be ccaalled ‘leader of the WAGs’
Ms Vardy told the court that it is embarrassing to be called “the
leader of the WAGs”. She was referring to an article in The Sun
in July 2018, which was headlined: “Becky Vardy reveals the
secret to England’s World Cup success is down to the lads
getting to spend time with their WAGs.” Later on in the article,
it described Ms Vardy as “the unoﬃcial leader of our WAGs.”
That part of the article was read out by lawyer Mr Sherborne and
Ms Vardy responded: “That’s quite an embarrassing statement.”
The trial continues.
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Wagatha Christie trial drops
a not-so-sudden plot twist

Ree b e k a h Va r d y a r r i v i n g a t t h e R o y a l C o u r t s o f J u s t i c e y e s t e r d a y ( PA )

TOM PECK
AT THE ROYAL COURTS OF JUSTICE

“It was me.” They’re three “Kind-Of-A-Big-Deal” words in
aﬀairs of this nature. In crime and courtroom dramas real or
fictitious, the “it was me” moment tends to be where the plot
starts to resolve itself.

Yet Rebekah Vardy, facing down a second full day of crossexamination at the Royal Courts of Justice, must have known
that the “it was me” moment would be coming since at least
February. And what makes matters all the more bizarre is that
she is not the defendant. This is a libel action she has brought
herself.
She is suing Coleen Rooney for daring to suggest it was her who
had leaked various stories about Rooney to The Sun newspaper
(stories which Rooney made up purely to ensnare the
perpetrator, earning the now unshakeable moniker “Wagatha
Christie”).
Vardy must have seen the moment coming over the horizon like
a train whose tracks she has been standing on for the last three
months, but has declined to get out of its way.
It was shortly before lunch when it arrived, when Vardy had
done seven-and-a-half hours of interrogation, all of which
involves her being able to credibly claim that she would never
collude with her agent to sell stories to The Sun. It was read out
to her, by Rooney’s barrister. Three simple words. “It was me.”

C o l e e n a n d W a y n e R o o n e y y e s t e r d a y ( PA )

To be clear, it was not Vardy who said “it was me”. It was her
agent, Caroline Watt. Though that fact scarcely makes matters
less tricky for her.
Watt’s own phone sadly went missing in the early stages of this
case, when it dropped oﬀ the side of a boat and into the North

Sea. Watt herself has also now sadly gone missing, in the sense
that she has been deemed too unwell to give evidence in this
trial.
(At one point, it was put to Vardy that it was somewhat helpful
that crucial messages on Watt’s phone were now in “Davy
Jones’s locker”. She turned to the judge to ask: “Who is Davy
Jones? I don’t know who that is.” The judge’s reply, that it was
“figurative”, did not appear to fully clear up the mystery.)
Anyway. Watt had said that “it was me” to make clear that
Rooney was wrong to think that someone she “trusted” was
leaking stories about her to the press. Wrong because it hadn’t
been Vardy, it was merely her agent.
It is on this distinction that Vardy’s defence depends (though yet
again we must make clear that she is not the defendant, this
madness was all her idea). That Watt, who had access to Vardy’s
social media accounts – or, if not hers, then by some process of
digital alchemy – was giving stories gleaned from Rooney’s
private Instagram to journalists at The Sun newspaper. And that
Vardy had nothing to do with it.

Vardy must have seen the moment coming over the
horizon like a train whose tracks she has been
standing on for the last three months, but has
declined to get out of its way

So it is more than a little bit inconvenient that Vardy has had to
spend 10 full excruciating hours in a witness box at the Royal
Courts of Justice, where a never-ending tranche of WhatsApp

messages have been read out to her, all of them spelling out in
grand detail the degree to which her and Watt appear to have
worked together to provide stories to The Sun.
When Rooney dropped her bombshell tweet nearly three years
ago, she was immediately heralded as a private investigator
beyond compare. She had put entirely fake stories on her
Instagram, ensured that only one account could see them
(Vardy’s account), then watched as these stories made their way
into The Sun.
But this jawdropper has been at least matched, if not surpassed,
by the equally jawdropping incident, earlier in this case, where
large numbers of WhatsApps shared between Vardy and Watt
were accidentally shared with Rooney’s legal team.
The consequences of that accidental leak have been quite
spectacular. It has led to such incidents as Vardy, sitting stonyfaced in the witness stand, claiming that an earlier sworn
statement provided to the court wasn’t deliberately untrue, but
was only inaccurate because she hadn’t read the WhatsApp
messages in question. Which may be true. Maybe she hadn’t
read them. But she did write them.
To seek to establish the degree of Vardy’s contact with the
newspapers, the court heard about an incident in a restaurant at
the World Cup in Russia in 2018. Vardy denies that she
persuaded a large group of England Wags to gather outside a
restaurant for a photograph, where she had allegedy arranged for
them to encounter a photographer who was meant to be hiding
in the bushes, but who hadn’t been kept up to date on a lastminute change of plan, so was instead just standing there with
his rather large camera out, much to the disgust of the rest of
her party.
Vardy denies this caused her to “panic”, but she also declined
why, if she was not panicking about it, she was messaging her
agent, Watt again, with the word, “fuck!”
It is also crucial to Rooney’s case that she establish that Vardy
had a long and prosperous relationship with The Sun, and with
its showbiz reporter Andy Halls. And it is just as crucial to

Vardy’s case that she demonstrate that no such relationship
existed.
And this is a case she continued to make, even while being
shown, for example, an Instagram photograph of herself, eating
a kebab in The Sun’s hospitality area at The National Television
Awards, for which she personally thanks Halls in the
accompanying caption, at the same time as, the court heard, not
knowing whether or not he was even there.
Her case rests on convincing a judge that she would never
message Halls from The Sun with stories about other people.
And her WhatsApps to her agent include such phrases as
“messaged Halls”.
There’s also the unfortunate fact that, back in 2019, when she
replied to Rooney, claiming that lots of people had access to her
account and it could have been any of them, she has
inadvertently let us see behind the magician’s curtain, at
WhatsApp messages, yet again with Watt, where the reply gets
workshopped out, not to mention a defence, suggested by Watt,
in which they could claim that she left the company and
somebody else got hold of her laptop. This line, Watt explains,
should only be used if all gets “undeniably obvious” that it was
her.
It is important to remember that as this is merely a civil libel
trial, the judge will have to decide whether Vardy was involved in
the selling of these stories to The Sun only on the “balance of
probabilities” as opposed to “beyond reasonable doubt.” That it
is, in other words, more likely than not that she was involved.
There is still a chance that Vardy could win. The judge may yet
decide that the evidence against her is not overwhelming
enough. At that point, Vardy could decide to bring damages. It
will then be up to the judge to decide quite how much her
reputation has been harmed by the suggestion she would leak
stories to the press. It is, after all, a rather mean and tactless
thing to do. And while they may decide it’s not certain she
leaked this one, the intricate details of other such instances have
been laid bare, and they are exceptionally ugly.

One reaches for such a metaphor with great reluctance, but if
you were to wrongly accuse Harold Shipman of killing your
grandma, he might have a case for libel, but it would not have
been altogether easy for him to suggest that your outrageous
suggestion had left his reputation in tatters.
The case continues.
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Image proves our galaxy has
a supermassive black hole

S a g i t t a r i u s A * i s o n lyy t h e s e c o n d s u p e r m a s s i v e b laa c k h o lee p h o t o g r a p h e d ( E H T C o llaa b o r a t i o n )

ANDREW GRIFFIN
TECHNOLOGY EDITOR

Scientists have taken the first image of the black hole at the
heart of our galaxy, the Milky Way.
The picture is not only our first glimpse at the supermassive
black hole – known as Sagittarius A* – but also the first direct
evidence it actually exists.
Scientists have long suspected that our galaxy is the home to
such a huge, violent object: stars have been observed to be

orbiting around something compact and massive at the centre of
the Milky Way. While it appeared to be behaving like a black
hole, it was invisible and impossible to confirm.
In the new image, the black hole itself stays invisible, because it
is completely dark. But the picture shows the bright glowing
ring that runs around it, and shows the way that light bends
around the region.
Researchers describe the black hole as being “the glue that holds
the galaxy together”.
“It is key to our understanding of how the Milky Way formed
and will evolve in the future,” said Ziri Younsi from University
College London, a researcher at Event Horizon Telescope
(EHT) which captured the image.
It comes after the first image of any black hole, which was
released in 2019 and depicted M87*, a much bigger example
some 55 million light years away and was also captured by the
EHT.
Creating the latest image has taken five years of work by more
than 300 researchers from across the world. Even though
Sagittarius A* is a mere 27,000 light years away, it was
nonetheless the equivalent of taking a photograph of a doughnut
on the Moon.
Now with two examples of black holes, scientists can study the
diﬀerences, comparing and contrasting the two examples.
“Now we can study the diﬀerences between these two
supermassive black holes to gain valuable new clues about how
this important process works,” said EHT scientist Keiichi Asada,
from the Institute of Astronomy and Astrophysics, Academia
Sinica, Taipei.
“We have images for two black holes – one at the large end and
one at the small end of supermassive black holes in the
universe – so we can go a lot further in testing how gravity
behaves in these extreme environments than ever before.”
The two black holes are remarkably similar. While M87* is one
of the biggest black holes in the universe – about 1,000 times

bigger than ours – and sits in the middle of a very diﬀerent
galaxy, they have very similar structures.
It proves Einstein was right and helps us understand what is
actually happening in the structure of black holes, the
researchers say.
“We have two completely diﬀerent types of galaxies and two
very diﬀerent black-hole masses, but close to the edge of these
black holes they look amazingly similar,” said Sera Markoﬀ, cochair of the EHT Science Council. “This tells us that general
relativity governs these objects up close, and any diﬀerences we
see further away must be due to diﬀerences in the material that
surrounds the black holes.”
At some point, Einstein must be wrong, and scientists hope that
future images can tell us more about the event horizon, or the
very edge of the black hole, where Einstein’s theory would break
down. With more detailed images, scientists hope that they can
potentially see the point where that happens.
“The event horizon is the literal edge of space and time –
everything we know about space and time breaks down at the
event horizon. They don't have any meaning they cease to have
any meaning cross it, and you’ll never return, you are causally
disconnected, it’s a literal edge of the universe, of reality,” said
Dr Younsi. “And we’re starting to see matter now very close to
the edge – I think it’s amazing that human beings can even have
the capacity to visualise that.”
Researchers now hope to gather more detail on our own black
hole as well as take pictures of more of them, allowing for more
detailed comparison and understanding of the still mostly
mysterious objects. Better images would allow for more
granularity, more wavelengths and also the ability to see what
happens to the black hole over time, which would in turn allow
scientists to measure the speed and velocity of what is
happening around it.
The results are described in a series of papers published in a
special edition of the journal, The Astrophysical Journal Letters.
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Passport advice changed
after passengers wrongly
told they couldn’t travel

Wo r d i n g a ltt e r e d t o b r i n g a d v i c e i n t o lii n e w i t h t h e E u r o p e a n C o m m i s s i o n ( R e u t e r s )

SIMON CALDER
TRAVEL CORRESPONDENT

The Foreign Oﬃce has finally changed its advice on passport
validity for travel to the EU after dozens of airline passengers
were wrongly told they couldn’t fly.

Oﬃcials have changed the wording of travel advice to bring it
into line with the European Commission. The Independent
reported the plight of passengers wrongly turned away at checkin by airlines because of the discrepancy.
The advice for Spain has been changed to tell UK travellers their
passport must be:
Issued less than 10 years before the date you enter the
country (check the “date of issue”)
Valid for at least three months after the day you plan to
leave (check the “expiry date”)
Advice on France, Italy and other EU and wider Schengen
destinations is expected to be updated shortly. Previously the
FCDO travel advice for countries in the European Union and
Schengen Area included the misleading statement: “For some
Schengen countries your passport may need to be less than 10
years old during your whole visit, and the three months at the
end of your visit may need to be within 10 years of your
passport’s issue date.”
The Independent made its own enquiries and received oﬃcial
confirmation correspondence from the European Commission
last November. On 10 November 2021, the correspondence was
passed on to the Foreign Oﬃce with a request “to ensure that all
communications from the UK government recognise the correct
European Union position”.
A Foreign Oﬃce spokesperson said: “FCDO travel advice is
kept under constant review to ensure British travellers are aware
of the risks and have accurate information to help plan their trip.
We welcome that the European Commission is now updating its
guidance in regards to their rules aﬀecting some UK passports”
The ambivalence in the UK government position has caused
widespread confusion and distress. It has also put extra pressure
on HM Passport Oﬃce, with many travellers seeking early
renewal of passports that were perfectly valid for travel to
Europe.

Airlines such as easyJet and Ryanair previously used the Foreign
Oﬃce travel advice as grounds for denying boarding to
passengers who were perfectly entitled to travel. All the major
airlines are now aligned with the European Commission rules;
Ryanair was the last to fall into line.
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Refund claims on cancelled
flights refused, admits BA
Airline apologises and promises to compensate customers

B r i t i s h A i r w a y s i s c u r r e n t lyy c a n c e llii n g m o r e t h a n 1 0 0 d o m e s t i c a n d E u r o p e a n f lii g h t s a d a y t o a n d
f r o m i t s m a i n b a s e a t L o n d o n H e a t h r o w d u e t o s t a f f s h o r t a g e s ( S i m o n C a ld
d e r)

SIMON CALDER

British Airways has apologised to passengers for wrongly
denying them compensation when flights were cancelled at

short notice and says it will be contacting aﬀected customers to
oﬀer them money.
BA is currently cancelling more than 100 domestic and
European flights a day to and from its main base at London
Heathrow due to staﬀ shortages. Passengers already booked on
the aﬀected flights are usually given several weeks’ warning, but
some cancellations are made at short notice.
Under European air passengers’ rights rules, known as EC261, if
a flight is cancelled less than two weeks in advance, travellers
are generally entitled to compensation – either £220 or £350
for short-haul trips, depending on whether the journey is less or
more than 1,500km. But passengers who sought compensation
have contacted The Independent to say their claims were rejected
by BA. The only grounds for a carrier rejecting a claim is if
“extraordinary circumstances” were responsible.
After British Airways cancelled a Heathrow-Dublin flight on
Monday, a passenger seeking compensation was told: “Your
claim’s been refused because flight BA0828 on 9 May was
cancelled as a result of the global pandemic caused by Covid-19.
The Covid-19 pandemic is an external factor, which is beyond
the control of the airline and is an ‘extraordinary
circumstance’. It is not inherent in the normal activity of the
airline and could not have been anticipated.”
The airline went on to say: “The cancellation of the flight was
caused by restrictions imposed as a result of a global pandemic.”
No travel restrictions have been in place between the UK and
Ireland for the past two months. A spokesperson for British
Airways told The Independent: “Having looked into this we’ve
discovered we made an error in the way we initially categorised a
number of our cancelled flights. We’re extremely sorry and we’re
contacting customers aﬀected to issue the compensation.”
Passengers on flights cancelled by British Airways – or other
airlines – at less than 14 days’ notice are advised to claim
compensation online.
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Cruise soars to new heights
in ace blockbuster sequel
The breathtaking aerial stunts aren’t the only reason to catch
‘Top Gun: Maverick’, writes Clarisse Loughrey. It’s smart too

Fii s t -p
p u m p i n g a c t i o n : To m C r u i s e i s b a c k i n t h e c o c k p i t ( S c o t t G a r f i e ld
d / P a r a m o u n t P i c t u r e s)

Dir: Joseph Kosinski. Starring: Tom Cruise, Miles Teller, Jennifer
Connelly, Jon Hamm, Glen Powell, Lewis Pullman, Ed Harris,
Val Kilmer. 12A, 131 minutes

★★★★☆
Top Gun, released in 1986, might be the most eﬀective and
insidious military recruitment ad ever made. Bolstered by the
shuddering synths of Harold Faltermeyer’s score and a lifetime’s
supply of high fives, Tony Scott’s fighter pilot fever dream
represented an amoral, apolitical ideal of navy life. The enemy
was unnamed. The war was barely defined. Here, a true
brotherhood could be built on nothing but brass balls and good
vibes. And a man could sit in a cockpit and feel like he could
climb past where Icarus fell. According to the actual US navy,
Top Gun resulted in a 500 per cent boost to their recruitment
rates in the year after its release.
One day, there’ll need to be a reckoning over what exactly these
films do and who they benefit. But, for now, there’s another
truth that’s hard to swerve: the belated follow-up Top Gun:
Maverick is as thrilling as blockbusters get. It’s the kind of edgeof-your-seat, fist-pumping spectacular that can unite an entire
room full of strangers sitting in the dark and leave them with a
wistful tear in their eye.
The film is a true legacy sequel. In the tradition of Star Wars:
The Force Awakens, it’s a carefully reconstructed clone of its
predecessor, tooled not only to reflect changing tastes and
attitudes, but the ascendancy of its star Tom Cruise to a level of
fame that borders on the mythological. Do we still think of
Cruise as a man these days, or as an idea?

It’s the kind of edge-of-your-seat, fist-pumping
spectacular that can unite an entire room full of
strangers sitting in the dark

In Maverick’s opening scenes, we reunite with his character Pete
“Maverick” Mitchell, now head of a programme that tests highaltitude, hypersonic reconnaissance planes. He’s about to be
shut down, his pilots replaced with drones. The only way he can
save the day is if he can hit 10 times the speed of sound in his
next test run. Anyone who knows the old Maverick will not only
predict whether or not he can pull it oﬀ, but also if he’ll decide
to push things a little too far. After he crash-lands, he strides
into some rustic-looking diner, covered head-to-toe in ash. The
most gee-whiz kid you’ve ever seen gazes up at him in awe
(place your bets now on whether he joins the navy when he
grows up).
But people do change, and this Maverick is a man haunted by his
past. The military may have cleared him of responsibility, but
he’ll never shake the feeling that his own bravado caused the
death of his best friend Goose during a routine training exercise.
In Top Gun, it humbled him. Here, his feelings are less clear-cut
and all the more interesting for it. He’s so eager to put himself in
harm’s way that it almost seems like a death wish. He’s also
suﬀocatingly protective of Goose’s son, Bradley, otherwise
known as Rooster (Miles Teller). Maverick tried to block his path
into flight school. Rooster bitterly resents him for it. When
Maverick is called in to train naval recruits in what, on paper,
comes across as an impossible mission – hint hint, there’s a

generous dollop of Ethan Hunt in this film – their relationship
becomes all the more fraught.
Due to the practical limitations of the time, Top Gun’s original
dog fights were robust but always a little hard to follow. Here,
they’re the true meat-and-bones of the film – breathtakingly
balletic, and grounded in the increasingly rare pleasure of the
tangible. Cruise and his co-stars sit in actual cockpits. The aerial
stunts are (mostly, at least) real. It’s a true feat for director
Joseph Kosinski to make something this ambitious look this
eﬀortless. He also works enough in the language and tone of
Cruise’s recent collaborations with Christopher McQuarrie (the
screenwriter of Edge of Tomorrow and the last two Mission:
Impossibles) that Maverick plays as much as a Top Gun film as it
does a Cruise film. And, as can be expected now, the star attacks
the movie with such dedication that it completely outsizes every
single element around him.

L o v e i n t e r e s t : J e n n i f e r C o n n e llyy a s P e n n y ( A P )

Fortunately, that does a good job of hiding quite how much Top
Gun: Maverick is structured like Top Gun. Entire sequences –
including the “Highway to the Danger Zone”-soundtracked
opening of jets taking oﬀ – are lifted wholesale from the original
film. The new recruits are roughly reshaped versions of the old
characters: we’ve got a new Iceman in Glen Powell’s Hangman
(he finds just the right level of assholery for the role), while
Monica Barbaro’s Phoenix is, like Kelly McGillis’s Charlie
before her, the one woman on the base with any lines. This time,

at least, she gets to be one of the pilots. Rooster isn’t really like
his dad, but he does dress just like him – right down to the
sunglasses and the unbuttoned Hawaiian shirt.
But Top Gun: Maverick really isn’t packed with the kind of
craven nostalgia that we’re used to these days. It’s smarter,
subtler, and wholly more humanistic. Kosinski allows space for
Val Kilmer’s Iceman, whose rivalry with Maverick was so
integral to the original, to be celebrated, without the film cruelly
papering over the loss of Kilmer’s voice due to cancer.
The film, unfortunately, doesn’t extend as much of a loving hand
toward the women of Top Gun – neither McGillis nor Meg Ryan,
who played Rooster’s mother, make any kind of return.
Maverick, instead, gets a new love interest in the form of
Jennifer Connelly’s Penny, the admiral’s daughter oﬀhandedly
mentioned in the first film, now a bar owner and a single
mother. Again, there’ll come a time when we need to talk about
why Hollywood only accepts older women who look a certain
way. Until then, who can be blamed for getting swept up by a
film this damned fun?
‘Top Gun: Maverick’ is in cinemas from 25 May
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Millions of NHS patients
on routine care waiting list

M o r e t h a n 2 4 , 1 0 0 p e o p lee h a d t o w a i t 1 2 o r m o r e h o u r s t o b e s e e n i n A & E i n A p r i l ( G e t t y )

REBECCA THOMAS
HEALTH CORRESPONDENT

A new high of 6.4 million people in England were waiting for
routine NHS treatment in March 2022, figures show, as
ambulances services continued to struggle and 12-hour waits in
A&E hit new records.

It is the highest number of patients waiting for routine care
since records began in August 2007.
A new record of 24,138 people had to wait more than 12 hours in
A&E in April. The figure is up from 22,506 in March, and is the
highest for any calendar month, in records going back to August
2010.
However, the number of patients being seen within four hours
in April improved compared to March, with 72.3 per cent of
patients seen in this time compared to 71.6 per cent.
The latest NHS data shows continued struggles for ambulance
services across the country as figures reveal average response
times for potentially life-threatening conditions, such as strokes,
was 51 minutes 22 seconds in April.
This is down from 1 hour 1 minute 3 seconds in March, which
was the longest time on record for this category of call-outs.
These calls should have a response within 18 minutes.
Ambulance response times for urgent calls such as late-stage
labour averaged 2 hours and 38 minutes in April. This is down
from a record 3 hours and 28 minutes in March.
The news comes after The Independent revealed last week the
real number of people waiting for more than 12 hours in A&E is
far higher than the public data suggests. Thousands of people
each day, often more than 3,000, are left waiting more than 12
hours from the time they arrive in A&E, leaked data suggested.
The proportion of people being seen for cancer referrals in
March was 80.6 per cent compared to 80.7 per cent in February.
However, the number of people being seen within 62 days
improved during the same period from 62.1 per cent compared
to 67.4 per cent.
Quarterly data from January to March 2022 showed an all-time
low of 78.9 per cent in the proportion of people being seen
within two weeks following an urgent referral for suspected
cancer.
The government and NHS England have set the target of
eliminating all waits of more than two years by July 2022 and

waits of more than one year by March 2025.
Data shows an improvement in the number of people waiting
more than two years with 16,796 down from 23,281 in February.
The number of people having to wait more than 52 weeks to
start hospital treatment in England was 306,286 in March, up
from 299,478 the previous month.
Siva Anandaciva, chief analyst at think tank The King’s Fund,
said: “Long waits for emergency care, previously only seen in
the depths of winter, are now commonplace. Today’s data also
show some ambulance service response times are still falling far
below the national standards, even for patients with the most
serious and urgent health needs.
“The top priority for the NHS is to tackle the longest waits, so it
is some comfort to see the number of people waiting over two
years for planned care starting to come down.”
Dr Tim Cooksley, president of the Society for Acute Medicine,
said: “The latest set of performance data shows that the new
‘normal’ is at an unacceptably poor level for both patients and
staﬀ.”
He added: “The absence of significant plans in the Queen’s
Speech to recognise the NHS and social care crisis is of grave
concern.”
Professor Stephen Powis, national medical director for NHS
England, said: “Today’s figures show our hardworking teams
across the NHS are making good progress in tackling the
backlogs that have built up with record numbers of diagnostic
tests and cancer checks taking place in March, as part of the
most ambitious catch-up plan in NHS history.
“We always knew the waiting list would initially continue to
grow as more people come forward for care who may have held
oﬀ during the pandemic, but today’s data show the number of
people waiting more than two years has fallen for the second
month in a row, and the number waiting more than 18 months
has gone down for the first time.

A spokesperson for the Department for Health and Social Care
said it recognises the pressure NHS staﬀ are under, particularly
ambulance service staﬀ. The statement added it has provided
the NHS with £50m in funding to support the increase in 111
calls.
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Rail body says Lumo train
was 50mph over speed limit

P a s s e n ge r s we re t h row n f ro m t h e i r s e a t s a n d h i t by f a l l i n g l u g g a ge a s t h e t r a i n l u rc h e d s i d ew ays ,
i n v e s t i g a t o r s s a i d ( PA )

L U C Y T H A C K R AY
DEPUTY TRAVEL EDITOR

A train operated by the budget rail company Lumo went three
times the speed limit as it passed Peterborough station last
month, according to the Rail Accident Investigation Branch
(RAIB).

Passengers were thrown from their seats and hit by falling
luggage as the train ramped up to 50mph above the speed limit,
the organisation said in a statement. It has launched an
investigation into the incident, which happened at around
10.20am on 17 April 2022 on the operator’s 8.20am Newcastle to
King’s Cross service.
According to the RAIB statement, the train “passed over three
sets of points at the north end of Peterborough station at a speed
of 75 mph (121 km/h)”. This was well above the maximum speed
limit for the points in this area, which is 25 mph (40 km/h).
“Passing over the points at this speed meant that the train
suddenly lurched sideways,” says the report.
At the time of the incident, British Transport Police said 15
passengers reported minor injuries and were oﬀered medical
assistance by paramedics. Investigators say they will look into
“the way in which the train was driven, any factors which may
have influenced the actions of the driver of the train, the
condition of the signalling system at the time of the incident,
the nature of the reported injuries” and “any underlying
management factors”.
A Lumo spokesperson said: “At Lumo, the safety of our
customers and staﬀ is our highest priority, and we will be cooperating fully with the RAIB’s investigation. Until the
investigation has concluded it would not be appropriate to
comment further. In the meantime, we remain committed to
providing the highest standards of service to our customers.”
Launched at the end of October, Lumo billed itself as the new
“open access” train operator, taking on the state-owned LNER
on the UK’s flagship rail link: the 393-mile journey between
London King’s Cross and Edinburgh Waverley. The company
pledged that 60 per cent of tickets would be sold at £30 or less,
in competition with LNER’s typical fare of £50. In an initial
promotion, one-way fares from Edinburgh to London were as
low as £14.90.
The operator uses five all-economy Hitachi AT300 intercity
electric trains and runs four or five services a day in each

direction.
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PM not hit by new batch of
Partygate fines, says No 10
Police say total number of penalties issued has topped 100

Bo
o r i s J o h n s o n h a s s o f a r r e c e i v e d o n e f i x e d p e n a ltt y n o t i c e i n r e laa t i o n t o a p a r t y i n N o 1 0 ( PA )

ADAM FORREST
ANDREW WOODCOCK

Boris Johnson has not received any further fines in the latest
tranche of fixed penalty notices issued over lockdown breaches
at No 10, Downing Street has said. Scotland Yard announced
yesterday that the number of fines handed out to government

staﬀ for law-breaking parties held during the Covid pandemic
had passed 100.
In an update yesterday, the Metropolitan Police said its
Operation Hillman investigation into a dozen events in
Downing Street and Whitehall remained ongoing. Mr Johnson’s
oﬃcial spokesperson said that neither the prime minister nor
cabinet secretary Simon Case was among those sanctioned in
the latest round of fines, which doubled the total of 50
announced last month.
The PM has so far received one fixed penalty notice for £50 in
relation to a birthday party in No 10, but is believed to have
attended as many as five other events under investigation. Mr
Johnson confirmed that neither he nor his wife Carrie had
received another fine, but refused to be drawn on the issue. “As
soon as we have more to say on that ... you will be among the
very first to know,” he told reporters.
Labour’s deputy leader Angela Rayner said Downing Street had
“racked up the dubious distinction of receiving more fines on
the prime minister’s watch than any other location”. She added:
“Boris Johnson made the rules, and then broke them at recordbreaking scale. Britain deserves better.”
The Liberal Democrats said the latest announcement showed
the “shocking scale” of rule-breaking in government. “Boris
Johnson stood up in parliament and said Covid rules were
followed in No 10 at all times,” said leader Sir Ed Davey, adding:
“Now 100 fines have been issued by the police over Partygate, it
shows the shocking scale of the law-breaking in Johnson’s
Downing Street and the extent of his lies.”
Dominic Cummings suggested that junior No 10 staﬀ who were
bitter at being fined for attending events they were told were
lawful may get their revenge during the Covid inquiry. The
former No 10 strategist tweeted: “Am getting lots of texts today
like ‘I can’t WAIT for the inquiry, I took lots of notes’.”
Several ministers ignored questions about the latest police fines
as they joined Mr Johnson for an “away day” cabinet meeting in
Stoke-on-Trent. Culture secretary Nadine Dorries said she was

“too busy trying to make sure my heels don’t fall through the
cracks” when asked about the PM and Partygate.
Police are believed to have issued fines to Downing Street staﬀ
in recent days in relation to a Christmas party held at No 10 on
18 December 2020. The festive bash – which took place while
London was in strict tier 3 measures – was said to have been
attended by dozens of the prime minister’s staﬀ.
Mr Johnson was forced to address the issue of the December
2020 event after the explosive leak last year of a video showing
staﬀ holding a mock press conference and making jokes about a
Christmas party. It led to the resignation of government aide
Allegra Stratton and the eventual announcement of an
investigation by top civil servant Sue Gray.
Scotland Yard would not confirm whether fines had yet been
issued over the Christmas gathering, or for any other party, but
the 18 December 2020 event is known to be one of 12 that
Operation Hillman detectives are investigating.
Mr Johnson’s wife Carrie and chancellor Rishi Sunak were also
hit with fixed penalty notices in April over the party held to
mark the PM’s 56th birthday party in the No 10 cabinet room.
The PM previously said it “did not occur” to him that the
gathering was a violation of his Covid rules – but that he “now
humbly accepts” that he did breach the law.
A Cabinet Oﬃce leaving do in June 2020, said to have involved
karaoke and alcohol, is also believed to have attracted fines.
Former ethics chief Helen MacNamara admitted she had
received a fixed penalty notice over this event. Scotland Yard is
also believed to have issued fines to government staﬀ who
attended a party at No 10 on the eve of Prince Philip’s funeral
last April.
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Campaigner with terminal
cancer awarded damehood

D e b o r a h J a m e s , w h o c a m p a i g n s f o r b o w e l c a n c e r a w a r e n e s s a n d f u n d r a i s i n g , i s r e c e i v i n g e n d -o
oflii f e c a r e a t h o m e ( Yo uTu b e s c r e e n g r a b )

A N DY G R EG O RY

Deborah James, the cancer campaigner and podcast host, has
been awarded a damehood, Downing Street has confirmed.

The 40-year-old disclosed this week that she had stopped active
treatment for her terminal bowel cancer and moved to hospiceat-home care, “with my incredible family all around me”.
In a moving final episode of her BBC podcast, You, Me And The
Big C, the much-loved presenter told her listeners that she could
have “weeks at most” to live.
A former headteacher, James was diagnosed with bowel cancer
in 2016 and has kept her more than 500,000 Instagram
followers up to date with her treatments, having started her
podcast in 2018.
The mother-of-two, who is known as Bowel Babe online, has
raised more than £3.7m after setting up a Just Giving page to
raise money for clinical trials, research, and raising awareness of
bowel cancer.
Last night, No 10 confirmed that Ms James is to be made a
dame, saying: “The Queen has been pleased to approve that the
honour of damehood be conferred upon Deborah James.”
Boris Johnson said that, “if ever an honour was richly deserved,
this is it”, adding: “Deborah has been an inspiration and her
honesty, warmth and courage has been a source of strength to so
many people.
“Through her tireless campaigning and by so openly sharing her
experience she has not only helped in our fight against this
terrible disease, she has ensured countless others with the Big C
have not felt alone.
“I hope this recognition from Her Majesty – backed I'm sure by
the whole country – will provide some comfort to Deborah and
her family at this diﬃcult time. My thoughts are with them and
Deborah should know she has the country's love and gratitude.”
Ms James has been treated at the Royal Marsden hospital, of
which Prince William is patron. Earlier this week, the Duke and
Duchess of Cambridge and his wife donated an undisclosed sum
to Ms James’s fundraising initiative.
The royal couple praised Ms James as “one of those special
people” who “captures the heart of the nation with their zest for

life and tenacious desire to give back to society”, and thanked
her for her “tireless eﬀorts” and “for giving hope to so many”.
In an Instagram post this week, Ms James told her followers that
the last six months had been “heartbreaking”, but that she had
been surrounded by “so much love” and had “no regrets”.
“We have tried everything, but my body simply isn’t playing
ball,” the campaigner said, adding: “Right now for me it’s all
about taking it a day at a time, step by step and being grateful for
another sunrise.
“My whole family are around me and we will dance through this
together, sunbathing and laughing (I’ll cry!!) at every possible
moment!”
Additional reporting by PA
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Jamaicans with disabilities
face ‘inhumane’ deportation

P r o t e s t e r s b lo
o c k D o w n i n g S t r e e t laa s t w e e k o v e r p laa n s t o d e p o r t o f f e n d e r s f r o m t h e U K ( PA )

NADINE WHITE
RACE CORRESPONDENT

Most of the Jamaicans facing deportation next week on a
government flight live with a disability or health problem and

came to Britain as children, according to analysis shared with
The Independent.
The Home Oﬃce has not disclosed how many are scheduled to
be on Wednesday’s flight, but about 20 have been detained at
Brook House, Colnbrook and Harmondsworth detention
centres in preparation. Thirteen of them came to the UK under
the age of 18, according to a study by campaigners Movement
for Justice.
All except two have reported mental health diﬃculties such as
depression and anxiety, while several have made attempts on
their life. There are also others with schizophrenia, bipolar or
obsessive-compulsive disorder and several with post-traumatic
stress disorder and psychosis who are deemed vulnerable.
Karen Doyle, a lead campaigner with Movement for Justice, told
The Independent: “There are an extremely high number of
people with learning disabilities and mental health conditions.
Often people who were failed multiple times from childhood, by
schools, by social services, by the criminal justice system.
“This flight more than any other exposes the racist brutality of
charter flight deportations. The vast majority [of deportees] have
been in the UK for over two years, the majority came to the UK
as children. These are culturally and socially British citizens
regardless of the paperwork. For the people who came as
children, they were priced out of the citizenship which would
have protected them against deportation.
“This is transportation, not deportation. Working-class Black
people who are being shipped oﬀ to a country many barely
remember and have little connection to. This is devastating
when Priti Patel has spent years building stigma around these
flights being full of ‘rapists and murderers’ so that all will be
labelled and targeted when they land in Jamaica.”
Two of those set to be deported report chronic pain, one has
possible Crohn’s disease, one has asthma and further trouble
breathing as a result of a mental plate inserted in his face after he
was attacked as a child, the analysis highlighted. One has a hole

in his heart and learning diﬃculties that mean he needs constant
care from his mother.
At least five have serious learning disabilities, with some unable
to communicate as a result, the survey uncovered.
The passengers’ ages range from 24 to 49. Nineteen of the 20
have criminal convictions, though all have served their time and
have been rehabilitated back into society.
At least one person facing removal has no criminal convictions.
In November 2020, the Home Oﬃce and Jamaica’s high
commissioner to the UK, Seth Ramocan, forged an agreement
that would see Britain refrain from deporting people who
arrived in the UK under the age of 12.
Movement for Justice said the flight on Wednesday signals the
end of this accord, describing it as “fundamentally unjust and
inhuman”.
“When the Jamaican High Commission reached an agreement
for one flight and that no one who came to the UK under age 12
should be on that flight – it was for very good reason,” Ms Doyle
added.
“That reason still exists and that agreement should still exist.
These men were raised in the UK, schooled in the UK, their
crimes were made in the UK, not Jamaica.”
Immigration solicitor Jacqueline McKenzie said: “Curiously, this
charter lists just 25 people – pointless until you get to
understand the home secretary hopes to benefit politically from
the optics of two further Jamaica flights this year.
“They’re holding people in reserve for this grisly operation.”
Bail for Immigration Detainees (BID) has condemned the flight,
saying: “Next week’s mass deportation flight to Jamaica on 18
May 2022 is an injustice that cannot be allowed to take place. If
it goes ahead, the flight will tear apart Black British families and
communities, traumatise children and exile people who are
British in all but paperwork.”

Since April 2020, the UK government has run at least 75 charter
flights to deport people to countries including Nigeria,
Romania, Bulgaria and Jamaica.
The Home Oﬃce has been approached for comment.
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Three men arrested after
missing teenage girl found

M a d d i e T h o m a s w a s d i s c o v e r e d a t a n a d d r e s s i n B r i s t o l y e s t e r d ay a f t e r n o o n (Av o n a n d S o m e r s e t
P o lii c e )

ZOE TIDMAN

Three men have been arrested on suspicion of child abduction
after missing 15-year-old Maddie Thomas was found in Bristol.

Police had been searching for the teenager for more than two
weeks after she disappeared from her home in the city.
She was found at an address in Bristol yesterday afternoon,
according to Avon and Somerset Police. Three men who were
there at the time have been arrested, the force said. Detective
Inspector Laura Miller from Avon and Somerset Police said:
“We’re delighted to confirm Maddie has been found.”
She said the men who had been taken into custody would “soon
be questioned by oﬃcers”, in a statement released yesterday
afternoon.

A v o n a n d S o m e r s e t P o lii c e a n d M a d d i e ’ s f a m i lyy h a d a p p e a lee d
f o r h e r w h e r e a b o u t s (A v o n a n d S o m e r s e t P o l i c e)

“We’re extremely grateful for all the support the public gave us
in our search for Maddie and would like to reassure them she is
now being provided with all the care and support she needs,” DI
Miller said. “We appreciate there is significant interest in this
case and I’d ask people not to speculate and to think about the
impact it may have on Maddie and her loved ones.”
The force said enquiries were ongoing. Maddie had last been
seen on 26 April, when she left her foster parents’ address in the
Southmead area of Bristol and said she was going to the shops.
Police said on Wednesday they were no longer treating her
disappearance as a missing person case but as child abduction.

Oﬃcers said she had a history of meeting people online who she
believed could give her money or a place to stay but – as she had
not made contact with friends – feared she may be being held
against her will. Maddie’s foster parents and family have been
informed she has been found.
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Former SNP MP guilty of
embezzling over £24,000

N a t a lii e M c G a r r y a c t e d a s t r e a s u e r f o r m u ltt i p lee p o lii t i c a l g r o u p s ( PA )

A N DY G R EG O RY

Former SNP MP Natalie McGarry has been found guilty of
embezzling almost £25,000 while acting as treasurer for
multiple political groups.

McGarry, who represented Glasgow East between 2015 and
2017, was convicted of two charges of embezzlement, totalling
£24,635, after being accused of using money donated by
Scottish independence supporters to pay for her own rent and
shopping.
Current and former Scottish health secretaries Humza Yousaf
and Jeane Freeman were among witnesses to testify during the
six-week trial at Glasgow Sheriﬀ Court, during which the 40year-old denied both charges against her. A jury found her guilty
by majority of embezzling £19,974 while treasurer of the
Women for Independence (WFI) campaign group, between
April 2013 and November 2015. Jurors deleted a sum of £1,026
from the charge.
She was also found guilty by majority of a second charge of
taking money between April 2014 and August 2015 when she
was treasurer, secretary and convener of the Glasgow Regional
Association of the SNP. After the verdict, Sheriﬀ Tom Hughes
accused McGarry of a “significant breach of trust”, saying:
“What you have been convicted of are a series of incidents
which took place over a long period of time. It was not a one-oﬀ
incident. There were a number of transactions carried out by
you to allow you to carry out this crime.”
The court earlier heard that McGarry – who described the
period surrounding the Scottish independence referendum as
“quite chaotic” – had “panicked” when asked to submit receipts
and invoices to show her spending for the WFI group. McGarry
said many of these receipts were not kept, particularly from the
early years of the organisation when the group operated on
“trust”.
The prosecution showed bank statements showing thousands of
pounds worth of WFI funds being transferred into McGarry’s
bank account, which she was accused of then spending on rent
and shopping. Prosecutor Alistair Mitchell told the court that,
after one transfer on 29 April 201 – of £10,472.54 raised on an
IndyGoGo fundraiser for WFI projects – the “first thing”
McGarry did was make a rent payment, adding: “You had £50 in
your account prior to that.”

After Thursday’s verdict, Sheriﬀ Hughes said there “were lots of
people contributing [to the crowdfunders] who really were not
able to aﬀord it”. But McGarry had earlier denied transferring
the payment specifically to pay her rent, saying: “I would not
have used the money had I not legitimately spent the money. By
this point in April, we had spent a lot of money sending out the
[WFI] packs and purchasing other things. I was due money back
from WFI.”
McGarry told the court she was “perfectly content that when
these monies were paid I had already spent them on WFI
purposes”. Of payments made from her account to O2, Amigo
Loans and clothing stores Forever 21 and Urban Outfitters,
McGarry said: “I did have a life and I did spend money for things
using the money that was given to me.”
McGarry denied that she was “skint”, despite evidence from
witnesses claiming otherwise, including Mr Yousaf, who said he
had given the former MP £600 to prevent her from being
evicted from her house. McGarry had also received £1500 to
£1600 in cash each month from family members – including her
aunt, Tricia Marwick, a former Holyrood presiding oﬃcer –
which allowed her to pay for bills and support her campaigning,
the court heard.
Jurors also heard that McGarry was reimbursing some members
for travel expenses with WFI funds, but that this was not
declared to the rest of the group to protect members who were
not in a comfortable financial position. “It was a delicate balance
to know the financial position some women were in compared to
others,” McGarry said. “Some were embarrassed by their
financial situation and I didn’t think it was my place to expose
that to anybody.”
She told the court it had been “overwhelming” trying to juggle
her election campaign while also organising orders for
merchandise for local pro-independence groups – which came
directly into her personal email inbox. The court was shown
records of 24 events organised by local groups during a twomonth period in the wake of the 2014 referendum, which
McGarry said had created “phenomenal” demand for

merchandise, with about £5,000 or £10,000 of expenses
incurred on banners and badges.
Her lawyers admitted that her finances had been “disorganised”,
but she denied both charges and alleged that a financial
spreadsheet which accounted for her personal outgoings and
WFI spending had been lost when police seized her phone.
Sheriﬀ Hughes had told the 14 jurors that in order to convict
McGarry, they would have to be confident beyond reasonable
doubt that the funds were misappropriated and used
dishonestly, and had instructed them to ignore the trial’s
publicity and focus solely on the evidence presented in court.
Sheriﬀ Hughes released McGarry on bail for background and
social work reports. She is expected to appear for sentencing on
30 June.
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Drivers twice as likely to be
killed on smart motorways
in a stopped-vehicle smash

Roads without a hard shoulder have poorer safety records, figures suggest (PA)

NEIL LANCEFIELD

Smart motorways without a hard shoulder have a poorer safety
record than conventional motorways for crashes involving
stopped vehicles, new figures suggest.
Road users are twice as likely to be killed or seriously injured
(KSI) in a stopped-vehicle smash on an all lane running (ALR)
smart motorway than on a traditional motorway with a hard

shoulder. But National Highways, the government-owned
company responsible for motorways and major A roads in
England, insists smart motorways are “our safest roads” overall
for serious or fatal casualties.
Eight people were killed on motorways without a permanent
hard shoulder in 2020, representing 0.64 per cent of the 1,246
fatalities on England’s roads. Concerns have been raised about
fatal incidents where vehicles stopped in traﬃc on smart
motorways were hit from behind.
National Highways said crashes involving stopped vehicles are a
“very small proportion” of all motorway collisions, at 5.26 per
cent for ALR schemes.
There are three main categories of a smart motorway:
ALR: No hard shoulder
Dynamic hard shoulder running (DHS): The hard shoulder
is opened as a live lane during busy periods
Controlled: A permanent hard shoulder, with traﬃc flow
controlled via variable speed limits
An annual average of nine people were killed or seriously injured
in a crash involving a stopped vehicle on an ALR motorway
between 2016 and 2020, at a rate of 0.19 victims per hundred
million vehicle miles. On conventional motorways, the rate was
0.09.
National Highways chief executive Nick Harris insists “safety is
a huge priority” as he urged people to “look at it in the round”
when assessing the data. The figures show that the KSI rate for
collisions of all types is lower on ALR smart motorways than on
traditional motorways.
But a recent RAC poll of 2,652 UK drivers suggested that 62 per
cent believe hard shoulders should be reintroduced across the
motorway network. Mr Harris said the discrepancy shows that
“people are more comfortable with the roads that are least safe”.
Transport secretary Grant Shapps published a smart motorways
evidence stocktake and action plan in March 2020, which
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What flooding in Dublin
could look like by 2100 if
climate crisis not tackled

M o r e t h a n 8 , 5 0 0 b u i ld
d i n g s c o u ld
d b e s u b m e r g e d i f 1 . 5 C c u t o f f n o t m e t (G e t t y / i S t o c k )

SAPHORA SMITH
CLIMATE CORRESPONDENT

Homes, museums and power stations will be among the
thousands of buildings at risk of flooding in Dublin by 2100 if
climate change continues unabated, according to new data
visualisation.
The 3D visualisation of central Dublin shows that more than
8,500 buildings will be flooded to an average depth of 1.7 meters
by the end of the century if no further action is taken to mitigate
the risks of global heating.
The buildings and areas expected to be damaged by coastal
flooding also include hotels and Dublin’s financial district,
according to the analysis by Cervest, a tech company that
assesses the potential climate risk to the assets of businesses,
governments and NGOs such as factories and oﬃces.
The data visualisation was released yesterday to coincide with
the start of the Dublin Climate Summit – of which The
Independent is a media partner.
Cervest said its visualisation demonstrates the devastating
consequences in store for cityscapes and infrastructure if
nothing is done to combat global heating and warned that the
physical damage will have knock-on social and economic
impacts.
What’s more, the analysis only considers the risk associated with
coastal flooding. When other climate risks are factored in – such
as extreme heat and wind stress – increasingly large areas of
Dublin will be aﬀected, according to Cervest’s data visualisation
team.
If mitigation policies are applied soon – such as implementing
national emissions reduction commitments and deforestation
pledges – this scenario might change, the visualisation team
said.
However, they warned that some damages were now inevitable.
“Even if we reach net zero tomorrow, physical risk is already
locked into our system due to past actions,” the team said in a
statement alongside the visualisation.

A data visualisation image shows that thousands of buildings
i n D u b lii n w i ll b e a t r i s k o f c o a s t a l f lo
o o d i n g b y 2 1 0 0 (C e r v e s t )

Globally, the company said physical assets worth more than £2
trillion are already at risk from climate change, and economic
losses associated with global heating are expected to rise to
£18.7 trillion by 2050.
Cervest founder and CEO Iggy Bassi said the company’s
insights can be used to pinpoint vulnerabilities and inform
decisions.
“You don’t need to be a climate scientist to understand this
powerful image,” he said. “My city is going to look like this …
unless we take action.”
Earlier this week the World Meteorological Organisation issued
a new update warning that there was now a 50/50 chance the
global temperature will temporarily reach 1.5C above preindustrial levels in the next five years.
The world has already warmed by 1.1C since the temperatures
recorded before the industrial revolution, so reaching 1.5C is
only 0.4C away.
Even temporarily exceeding 1.5C would be a significant moment
because the 2015 Paris Agreement aimed to keep the average
temperature to no more than 1.5C higher than pre-industrial
times, in order to prevent the worst damage from climate
change.

Exceeding the 1.5C threshold for one year does not mean the
Paris accord has been broken because the Paris target refers to
the average temperature and excludes year-on-year natural
variability.
Nevertheless, climate experts said the update showed how fast
the world was approaching this target, which will likely lead to
even more harm to lives and livelihoods as extreme weather
events, such as flooding, become more frequent and severe.
Last month, The Independent revealed which areas of Britain
would be most at risk from non-coastal flooding by 2050 due to
the climate crisis.
They included Cardiﬀ, Windsor and parts of London.
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Spanish women with period
pain set to get days oﬀ work
M AYA O P P E N H E I M
WOMEN’S CORRESPONDENT

Spain is set to become the first country in Europe to give
women menstrual leave if they are grappling with very painful
periods. Women in Spain suﬀering severe pain during their
periods will be permitted to have up to three days oﬀ work every
month under the new plans.
The measures are due to be given the green light by the Spanish
government next week. Menstrual leave is already given to
employees in South Korea, Japan, Zambia and Indonesia. Angela
Rodriguez, Spain’s secretary of state for equality, told El
Periodico newspaper: “If someone has an illness with such
symptoms a temporary disability is granted, so the same should
happen with menstruation – allowing a woman with a very
painful period to stay at home”.
A British Medical Journal study revealed some 20 per cent
of women under 25 had missed school or work as a result of
period pain, while an additional 40 per cent had found that it
severely impeded their capacity to focus. Meanwhile, a professor
at University College London stated period pain can be as “bad
as having a heart attack” back in 2016.
The new measure comes after Spain recently passed a new law
criminalising the abuse, harassment and intimidation of women
seeking abortions – with oﬀenders facing up to a year in prison.
Last month, the government announced the new measure,

which results in an individual attempting to block a woman from
terminating her pregnancy via harassment facing jail time of
between three months and a year, or being made to do
community service.
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Pictures of the Day

Hat’s entertainment
Performers at the opening ceremony of the Southeast Asian
Games at My Dinh National Stadium, Hanoi, Vietnam. Reuters

Dropping by
A paratrooper of the Hungarian Army’s 24th Gergely
Bornemissza Scout Regiment leaps from an aircraft during a
drill in Hajduszoboszlo, Hungary. EPA

Holding court
An Se-young of Korea in action during a quarter-finals match
against Mia Blichfeldt of Denmark at badminton’s Thomas and
Uber cup finals 2022 in Nonthaburi, Thailand. EPA

United front
Ukrainians stage a protest outside the United Nations building
during a special session of the UN Human Rights Council on
the war in Ukraine, in Geneva. AFP/Getty

Back to the future
A model displays a creation on the runway during the Nicol &
Ford fashion show at Australian Fashion Week 2022 in Sydney,
Australia. EPA
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Home news in brief

R o n n i e B a r k e r w i t h t h e v e n t r i lo
o q u i s t ’ s d u m m y, w h i c h i s e x p e c t e d t o f e t c h £ 4 0 0 t o £ 6 0 0 a t
a u c t i o n (C h e f f i n s / PA )

Dummy used by Ronnie Barker in ad tto
o be sso
old aatt aau
uction
A ventriloquist’s dummy used by comedy star Ronnie Barker in a
TV advert for Sekonda Watches is to be sold at auction. Barker,
who starred in The Two Ronnies, Porridge and Open All Hours,
appeared in an advertising campaign for the firm, and in around
1978 he was filmed alongside a blonde-haired dummy in a glitzy
gold dress.

The dummy is being sold by Paul Baker, whose late father
Roland Baker had worked with Sekonda and was given the prop
once filming was finished. Mr Baker said: “It was oﬀered to my
father who took it home as a souvenir, where it was then tucked
away into a wardrobe for 43 years. The dummy is being
auctioned by Cheﬃns in Cambridge and has a pre-sale estimate
of £400 to £600. PA

Tourist killed after falling from Magaluf hotel balcony
A British tourist has died falling from the seventh floor of a hotel
in Magaluf, Majorca. The man, in his 30s, was pronounced dead
at the scene. His identity has not been made public. A Spanish
civil guard spokesperson said the fall happened at around
8.30am local time yesterday.
”The dead man is a 34-year-old British man. The incident is very
recent and there’s not a lot we can say at the moment as the
investigation is ongoing,” they said. “There was nothing that
could be done to save the man who was subsequently declared
dead,” they added.

Man charged with murder after woman ssttabbed to death iin
n fl
flaat
A grieving family has paid tribute to a woman found stabbed to
death inside a flat in Birmingham as a man is set to appear in
court charged with murder. Shannon Stanley, 27, was found with
knife wounds at a property in Mount Pleasant, Small Heath, at
12.30am on Tuesday and was later pronounced dead at the
scene. Pablo Hoad, also 27, was arrested by police just half an
hour later at an address near the scene. He has now been
charged with murder and appeared at Birmingham Magistrates’
Court yesterday.
“Shannon was a much-loved daughter, sister, niece and cousin.
She had many friends that also loved her dearly. She will be
missed by us all and we ask as a family that we are allowed to
grieve privately at this sad time,” the family said in a statement.
West Midlands Police said its inquiries continue and urged

anyone with information to come forward. Anyone with
information can contact West Midlands Police on the force’s
website or call 101 quoting log 78 of 10 May.

Dorset trees poisoned in ‘deliberate b
biid to kill tth
hem’
Trees across Dorset have been deliberately poisoned in an
apparent bid to kill them. Dorset Council said police had been
informed of the sabotage, which it said appeared to have been
carried out by a culprit who wanted the trees removed. The
poisoning is illegal and also risks damaging property or even
killing people if the trees become unstable, collapse or drop
branches.
Incidents have occurred in areas more than 50 miles apart
including Weymouth, Bridport, Lyme Regis, Sherborne, Corfe
Mullen, Alderholt, Sturminster Marshall and Blandford. “On
each occasion, the culprit appears to be trying to poison and kill
the tree so that it will have to be removed,” the council said. It
gave no further information on suspects or their motivation for
wanting to have trees removed.

Calling man bald is sexual harassment, tribunal rru
ules
An employment tribunal has ruled that calling a man “bald” as
an insult is sexual harassment. Hair loss is much more prevalent
among men than women so using it to describe someone is a
form of discrimination, a judge has concluded. Commenting on
a man's baldness in the workplace is equivalent to remarking on
the size of a woman's breasts, they suggested.
The ruling comes in a case between an electrician and his
manufacturing firm employers. Tony Finn – who is now in line
for compensation – Mr Finn alleged that during a shop floor row
that almost erupted in violence in July 2019, factory supervisor
Jamie King had referred to him as a “bald cunt”. Mr Finn's
compensation will be determined at a later date.
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Russia could cut oﬀ Finnish
gas supply over Nato status
Kremlin has already warned of taking ‘retaliatory measures’

S w e d e n m a y f o llo
o w N o r d i c n e i g h b o u r t h a t s h a r e s a 1 , 3 0 0 k m b o r d e r w i t h R u s s i a (A P )

THOMAS KINGSLEY

Finnish politicians have been warned they could be cut oﬀ from
Russian gas as early as today just hours after the country said it
wanted to join Nato, reports have claimed. The warning came
after Russia said it would be forced to take “retaliatory
measures” after Helsinki signalled it would seek to become a

Nato member. Russia’s foreign ministry said Finland’s
application, announced yesterday, is a “radical change” in the
country’s foreign policy.
Local Finnish newspaper Iltalehti first reported the warning,
citing unnamed sources. On 5 May, the Finnish government
said it was prepared for the possibility of its eastern neighbour
cutting oﬀ gas delivery in response to Finland's refusal to abide
by Russian demands for gas payments to be made in roubles.
About 60-70 per cent of gas used in Finland is originated from
Russia but only 5 per cent of the country's total energy
consumption last year according to national statistics. Oil, woodbased biomass and nuclear power are their main sources of
energy.
Finland is oﬃcially non-aligned, but its accession to Nato would
more than double the length of Russia’s borders with the
alliance. Earlier, Russia’s foreign ministry said: “Russia will be
forced to take retaliatory steps, both of a military-technical and
other nature, in order to stop threats to its national security
arising,” in response to Finland’s Nato aspirations.
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said Finland had taken
“unfriendly steps” against Russia. On possible responses, Mr
Peskov added: “Everything will depend on how this expansion
process of Nato expansion plays out, the extent to which
military infrastructure moves closer to our borders.” Finland's
president and prime minister had said their country would apply
to join the Nato military alliance “without delay”.

F i n laa n d 'ss p r e s i d e n t S a u lii N i i n i s t o h a s a n n o u n c e d t h e n a t i o n ’ s
p laa n t o a p p lyy f o r N a t o m e m b e r s h i p ( A P )

“Now that the moment of decision-making is near, we state our
equal views, also for information to the parliamentary groups
and parties,” Mr Niinisto and Sanna Marin, the country’s prime
minister, said in a joint statement. “Nato membership would
strengthen Finland's security.” Nato secretary general Jens
Stoltenberg, however, said Finland’s accession to the alliance
would be “smooth and swift”.
“Finland is one of Nato's closest partners, a mature democracy, a
member of the European Union, and an important contributor
to Euro-Atlantic security.” Neighbouring Sweden is expected to
decide on joining Nato in the coming days, and is fully predicted
to replicate Finland.
Finland and Sweden are the two biggest EU countries yet to join
Nato, and Finland’s 1,300-km (800-mile) border will more than
double the frontier between the US-led alliance and Russia,
putting Nato guards a few hours’ drive from the northern
outskirts of St Petersburg. Asked on Wednesday if Finland
would provoke Russia by joining Nato, Mr Niinisto said: “My
response would be that [Vladimir Putin] caused this. Look at the
mirror.”
Sweden's ruling Social Democrats are expected to decide on
Sunday whether to overturn decades of opposition to Nato
membership, a move that would almost certainly lead to Sweden
also asking to join the 30-nation alliance.
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Russian army ‘loses entire
battalion’ on Luhansk river

S m o k e r i s e s f r o m w h a t a p p e a r s t o b e a m a k e s h i f t b r i d g e o n t h e S i v e r s k y i D o n e t s r i v e r ( R e u t e r s)

S H W E TA S H A R M A

The Russian army has suﬀered heavy losses, including the
destruction of around three dozen tanks, after the Ukrainian
army blew up a pontoon bridge over the Siverskyi Donets river
in the Luhansk region, according to reports.

Satellite images collected by geospatial intelligence firm
BlackSky showed that a pontoon bridge – a structure that is used
primarily, but not invariably, for military purposes – was
destroyed on 10 May after Ukrainian artillery struck the bridge
and surrounding area.
The images showed smoke emanating from the half-sunken
bridge with destroyed armoured vehicles lying on the shores of
the river, which runs from west to east between the Russian
rebel-controlled provinces of Donetsk and Luhansk in eastern
Ukraine.
On Wednesday, the Ukrainian defence ministry shared the same
images on social media, saying Ukrainian ground forces,
specifically artillerymen of the 17th Tank Brigade, had “opened
the holiday season for ruscists”, a reference to Russian soldiers.
“Some bathed in the Siverskyi Donets River, and some were
burned by the May sun,” it added.

The satellite images showing the remains of the bridge were
s h a r e d by t h e U k r a i n i a n d e f e n c e m i n i s t r y ( R e u t e r s)

Serhiy Haidai, head of the Luhansk Regional Military
Administration, said the Russian army had created a bridge to
transfer military gear and personnel, but that all its pontoons
had been destroyed along with equipment and troops.
“In Bilohorivka, where the enemy tried to create a solid crossing
and transfer equipment and personnel to our side, he was

partially successful, but now all pontoon crossings have been
destroyed, all equipment has been destroyed and the remaining
personnel have either been killed or have fled by swimming
across to the other side,” he said.
According to an estimate by Forbes, around 50 vehicles and up
to a thousand troops were caught by Ukrainian artillery and
were destroyed, eﬀectively taking out an entire battalion, in
what would be a major blow to the Russian army. There were
around three dozen tanks and other armoured vehicles lying
destroyed along the river after the successful strike by the
Ukrainian army, it reported.
The US defence department said on Tuesday that the movement
of Russian ground forces in Donbas was “slow and uneven”.
According to British army intelligence, Russia forces are
reported to be likely to redeploy to the eastern bank of the
Siverskyi Donets after replenishing their losses.

A n a e r i a l v i e w s h o w s b u r n t v e h i c l e s o n t h e b a n k s o f t h e r i v e r,
w h i c h r u n s b e t w e e n D o n e t s k a n d L u h a n s k ( R e u t e r s)

Yesterday the Russian general staﬀ, Valery Gerasimov, was
suspended amid the Kremlin’s faltering invasion, a senior
Ukrainian oﬃcial claimed.
Oleksiy Arestovych, a military adviser to Ukraine's president,
said “preliminary information” suggested Gen Gerasimov had
been removed from his post while President Putin and his inner

circle assessed whether he should be allowed to continue to lead
the country’s armed forces.
There has been no oﬃcial confirmation of the reported sacking,
although speculation about a purge of senior military
commanders increased after Gen Gerasimov was absent from
Russia’s annual Victory Day parade on Monday.
Meanwhile, Ukraine has confirmed that negotiations are taking
place with Russia over an exchange of prisoners. Ukraine has
oﬀered the release of Russian prisoners of war in exchange for
the severely wounded fighters trapped inside Mariupol’s
Azovstal steel mill.
Deputy prime minister Iryna Vereshchuk said on Wednesday
that the government had considered a number of diﬀerent
options, but that “none of them is ideal”, as she confirmed that
negotiations for a prisoner swap were under way. Around 2,500
Ukrainian troops, 700 of whom are wounded, are believed still
to be holed up in the Azovstal plant, much of which has been
bombarded to rubble.
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Iran emerges as trade route
to avoid Ukraine bottleneck

Tr u c k s a w a i t c u s t o m s c h e c k s b e f o r e c r o s s i n g i n t o Irr a n f r o m Tu r k e y n e a r t h e G u r b u laa k c r o s s i n g
(A F P/ G e t t y)

BORZOU DARAGAHI
INTERNATIONAL CORRESPONDENT

Newly emerging trade routes are slashing transport times
between Europe, western Asia and the Middle East from
upwards of six weeks to as little as six days, saving consumers
and exporters shipping expenses, insurance fees and
refrigeration costs. There is just one catch. The truck routes,

which were first launched last year with lorries travelling from
the United Arab Emirates and Pakistan to Turkey, pass through
Iran, further integrating Tehran into the global economy, adding
to its coﬀers and increasing its clout despite years of eﬀorts by
the United States to isolate it.
“If you allow Iran to become less of a pariah by further
integrating it into international trade that reduces the impact of
the sanctions measures that are in place,” says a former White
House oﬃcial specialising in trade and sanctions. “There are
folks in the US who would not take kindly to that. To the extent
that we’re talking about sanctions evasion, there would be a lot
of people that would be irked by that.”
Both the UAE and Pakistan transport corridors to Turkey were
inaugurated with little fanfare late last year. They come as both
the UAE and Saudi Arabia engaged with Turkey and began
rapprochement with Iran following an escalation of diplomatic
rivalries during the turbulent US presidency of Donald Trump.
With eastern Europe and the Black Sea region in turmoil
because of Russia’s invasion and ongoing attack on Ukraine, Iran
is also emerging as a tempting bridge between landlocked
countries of central Asia and the rest of the world.
“They’ve long been hoping Iran would become a more viable
option with the lifting of US secondary sanctions allowing more
use of the logistics routes through Iran’s and more investment in
Iran’s port infrastructure,” says Esfandyar Batmanghelidj, a
fellow at the European Council on foreign relations, who
recently returned from a conference in Uzbekistan.
The routes are already in use, although it is unclear how widely.
In October, an Emirati truck carrying a single set of transit
papers it obtained for $30, departed from the UAE city of Ras alKhaimah through Sharjah, where it departed by ferry to the
Iranian port city of Bandar Abbas and then continued 2,100
kilometres (1,300 miles) along Iranian highways, and then
another 1,100 kilometres (685 miles) along from the Turkish
frontier to the Mediterranean port of Iskenderun.

The trip lasted six days, two weeks less than the 21 days it would
take to get a shipment from the UAE through the Suez Canal to
the Mediterranean. The shortened ground transit time reduces
transport fees, refrigeration costs and cuts out the need for
insurance against pirates and other mishaps at sea. Another pair
of trucks from Pakistan was also dispatched through Iran across
4,900 kilometres (3,040 miles) of highway to Istanbul, making
the trip in about a week instead of up to 40 days via the maritime
route from Arabian Sea ports. Weeks later, Iran’s roads chief
Javad Hedayati conferred with Emirati and Turkish counterparts
to finalise the route.

How the trade route affects timings (Borzou Daragahi)

One economist told The Independent that the routes are an open
secret in the transport industry stricken with post-Covid
bottlenecks and a worldwide shortage of sea-freight containers,
but have not been widely publicised for fear of irking the
Americans. Still, the Iran option is becoming increasingly
tempting at a time when sea-freight costs have risen to as high as
$25,000 per container. “You save a lot of money, and you save a
lot of time with Iran,” says Ermen Ereke, an Istanbul-based
executive at the International Road Transport Union, an
organisation that represents the global trucking industry. “For
many companies and many countries, there’s no issues with
Iran. It’s a good country to transport goods.”
Currently international transport oﬃcials estimate that about
40,000 trucks a year transit through Iran, and trucking fees of
between $400-$800 (£327-£654) per vehicle can oﬀset the

impact of sanctions, including sometimes strictly enforced
secondary restrictions on seeking to do business with Iran.
Among the goods transported are consumer products,
appliances, foodstuﬀs, machinery, spare parts, electronics and
heavy equipment.
“Considering its geographical location, Iran can play a
significant role in the transit of goods in the region and benefit a
lot,” said the pro-government Tehran Times newspaper. “To take
full advantage of its location for transit, the country has many
plans underway and, on the agenda, to boost its transit capacity.”
Transport industry executives say the route has some hassles,
including long waits sometimes at customs checks and 200-litre
limits on fuel at Iranian petrol stations. “This is a route that not
many people know about and it’s not used very much, but in
terms of costs it has its advantage,” says Hasan Guney, fleet
director at Ulustrans Logistics, an Istanbul-based firm
specialising in international freight transport that has used the
route. “Getting from the UAE to Turkey, this is the best route. If
they could only clear up the waits at customs it would be even
faster.”
Guney says his firm does no trucking business with the US and
has little if any exposure to US sanctions. But with several
bottlenecks and escalating sea-freight fees, the costs of moving
goods across the Eurasian landmass have gotten so high that
firms are absorbing the risks and using Iran despite the fear of
US sanctions. “You need the route to keep the movement of
goods going,” says Asli Cakir, of Turkey’s Union of Chambers
and Commodity Exchanges, an industry lobby.
She describes several bottlenecks that are impeding global trade,
leading to supply-chain challenges that are contributing to
worldwide price inflation and hampering the global economy’s
recovery from the coronavirus pandemic. “If the US would want
to focus on this trade route, that could be a problem,” she says.
“But you have to keep the movement of goods going somehow.
Opening up Iran is one way.”

B e c a lm
m e d : t h e c o n t a i n e r s h i p ‘ E v e r G i v e n ’ b lo
ocked the Suez
C a n a l i n M a r c h 2 0 2 1 ( E PA )

The opening of the route is a blow to Egypt, where president
Abdel Fattah el-Sisi is spending $8bn (£6.54bn) in public funds
in a much-derided eﬀort to expand the Suez Canal and draw
more traﬃc. Despite the investment, bottlenecks persist. Last
March the cargo ship Ever Given went aground along the
waterway, blocking sea traﬃc for six days. Transport industry
insiders say the UAE has wholly embraced the road route, while
Pakistan, despite high interest by businesses, is baulking
because its banks are spooked.
“The issue exporters are facing are from secondary sanctions,”
says one industry insider. “Pakistani banks are questioning any
transaction that involves Iran.” According to US law, a product
merely transiting through Iran may be considered Iranian, and
could be subject to restrictions, according to legal experts. The
Iranian port at Bandar Abbas is deemed at least in part under the
control of the sanctioned Revolutionary Guard, and any dealings
with it could trigger sanctions.
But there are also nuances. “If a Turkish company is paying an
Iranian port with US dollars, that’s a problem,” says Matt
Oresman, a partner at the international law firm Pillsbury. “If an
Uzbek trucker is paying some Uzbekistan soʻm to Iranian cargo
handlers, that’s probably not a sanctions violation.”

Former US oﬃcials who worked on sanctions policy say that
Washington was suﬀering from “shiny ball syndrome”, so
focused on helping Ukraine fend oﬀ Russia that it likely lacked
the bandwidth to zero in on the trade routes, especially at a time
when it is hoping to cut a deal with Tehran to restore a faltering
2015 nuclear agreement.
“The nature of sanctions is you’re not going to stop everything,
even if you have good enforcement,” a former senior US oﬃcial
says. “Perhaps you’d want to reach out to parties that are
involved and speak to them, especially about Bandar Abbas
being under sanctions. But in the real world it might not be
worth pushing.”
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North Korea admits Covid
outbreak for the first time

K i m J o n g -u
u n c h a i r s a m e e t i n g t o d i s c u s s t h e g o v e r n m e n t ’ s r e s p o n s e t o t h e v i r u s ( E PA / K C N A )

S H W E TA S H A R M A

North Korea has confirmed an outbreak of coronavirus in the
country for the first time since the pandemic began, describing
it as the “gravest national emergency”. Kim Jong-un declared a
nationwide lockdown and vowed to quickly eliminate the virus.
The country’s state-controlled news agency, KCNA, said:
“There has been the biggest emergency incident in the country,

with a hole in our emergency quarantine front that has been
kept safely over the past two years and three months since
February 2020.”
This is the first public acknowledgement of coronavirus
infections in a country in which the media is strictly controlled.
North Korea had previously claimed to have recorded zero cases
of Covid-19 since the pandemic began in 2020 – a claim that was
widely doubted by health experts and analysts.
While the rest of the world concentrated on the pandemic, Mr
Kim’s regime had remained focused on alleged foreign threats to
national security, conducting a spree of missile tests while
pursuing the development of nuclear weapons along with its
ballistic missile programme. Analysts now note that the country
is entering a period of uncertainty as the virus presents a more
immediate challenge.
Yesterday, state media confirmed that infections linked to a
subvariant of the highly transmissible Omicron variant, known
as BA.2, had been detected in the capital city, Pyongyang. An
announcement via KCNA said: “The state epidemic prevention
work shall be switched over to the maximum emergency
epidemic prevention system.”
Samples were collected from those infected with the virus on 8
May, according to the agency. However, the size of the outbreak
is currently unknown, as is the source of the infections.
The admission that the virus has entered North Korea highlights
the potential for a major health crisis in a country that has failed
to administer a Covid-19 vaccine programme to its 26-millionstrong population. The government rejected oﬀers of free
vaccines, including Sinovac – which is made in China – and
AstraZeneca.
The Rodong Sinmun, the newspaper of Mr Kim’s Workers’ Party
of Korea, said the politburo of the party had “admitted” that
there had been a “breach” in the strict Covid measures
introduced by North Korea in an eﬀort to prevent the virus from
entering the country, according to Seoul-based NK News.

Members of the party criticised the health agency in charge of
the anti-epidemic measures, accusing it of “carelessness, laxity,
irresponsibility, and incompetence”, and of failing to respond
swiftly to the potential risk.
Leif-Eric Easley, a professor at Ewha University in Seoul, said
the North Korean regime’s public admission of the outbreak
means that the “public health situation must be serious”.
“This does not mean North Korea is suddenly going to be open
to humanitarian assistance and take a more conciliatory line
toward Washington and Seoul,” he said. “But the Kim regime’s
domestic audience may be less interested in nuclear or missile
tests when the urgent threat involves coronavirus rather than a
foreign military.”
He added that Pyongyang is likely to double down on
lockdowns, even though the evident failure of China’s zeroCovid strategy suggests that this approach won’t work against
the Omicron variant. “North Korea is entering a period of
uncertainty in managing its domestic challenges and
international isolation. The Kim regime would be well advised to
swallow its pride and quickly seek donations of vaccines and
therapeutics,” he added.
North Korea has halted trade with neighbouring countries,
closed its railway network, and sealed its borders since the start
of the pandemic – a response that resulted in a dire economic
situation and left its people facing food shortages after supply
chains were hit. The deteriorating situation forced several
diplomats to flee the country. Images showed them leaving on
hand-pushed carts, or walking miles to cross borders.
While North Korea had previously claimed that there were no
cases in the country, there have been signs and unconfirmed
reports of Covid infections among its people. Its neighbours
South Korea and China have seen major outbreaks, and the
latter is continuing to struggle to control its latest wave of the
virus.
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Hong Kong police arrest
90-year-old retired bishop

C a r d i n a l J o s e p h Z e n w a s d e t a i n e d u n d e r C h i n a ’ s c o n t r o v e r s i a l n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y laa w ( A F P / G e t t y )

S R AVA S T I D A S G U P TA

Hong Kong police have detained a 90-year-old Roman Catholic
cardinal, a singer and two others under the stringent National
Security Act, on the suspicion they colluded with alleged foreign
forces.
Cardinal Joseph Zen, singer-actress Denise Ho, lawyer Margaret
Ng and scholar Hui Po-keung were detained by Hong Kong’s

national security police on Wednesday but authorities later
released them on bail after confiscating their passports. They
were reportedly arrested in relation to their roles as trustees of
the now-defunct 612 Humanitarian Relief Fund, which provided
legal aid to people who took part in the 2019 pro-democracy
protests, UK-based human rights group Hong Kong Watch said.
The fund was closed in 2021.
Those who were arrested are suspected of appealing to foreign
countries or organisations to impose sanctions on Hong Kong,
hence threatening China’s national security, Hong Kong police
told BBC News. Mr Zen has been a long-time critic of the
Chinese government. He fled Shanghai for Hong Kong after the
Communists took more than China 70 years ago, and is a former
bishop of Hong Kong. He had also condemned the Vatican’s
2018 agreement with Beijing over bishop nominations, which he
said was a sellout of underground Christians in China.
Ms Ho and Ms Ng have been arrested earlier under the same
law. Ms Ho was detained late last year, while Ms Ng was handed
a one-year suspended sentence in 2021 for participating in
unauthorised demonstrations. These arrests came just days after
Beijing appointed a new hard-line, pro-China leader for Hong
Kong, John Lee Ka-chiu. “Today’s arrests signal beyond a doubt
that Beijing intends to intensify its crackdown on basic rights
and freedoms in Hong Kong,” said Hong Kong Watch chief
executive Benedict Rogers.
China passed the controversial national security law that
increases its powers and police presence in Hong Kong in 2020.
The legislation criminalises activities that Beijing deems
terrorism, secession or collusion with a foreign power. Until 31
March this year, 175 people were arrested under the act, and 110
were charged.
Amnesty International condemned the latest arrests and called
it a “shocking escalation”.
“Even by Hong Kong’s recent standards of worsening
repression, these arrests represent a shocking escalation. Some
of the city’s most respected pro-democracy figures, whose

activism has always been entirely peaceful, are now potentially
facing years in jail,” said Amnesty in a statement.
Human Rights Watch also hit out at authorities in Hong Kong.
“Arresting a 90-year-old cardinal for his peaceful activities has to
be a shocking new low for Hong Kong, illustrating the city’s free
fall in human rights in the past two years,” said the right group.
Vatican spokesperson Matteo Bruni has also expressed concern.
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‘Kremlin rhetoric’: the rise
of the Czech Republic’s
anti-abortion lobbyists

P ro t e s t e r s i n P r a g u e t a ke p a r t i n a s o l i d a r i t y g a t h e r i n g f o r re p ro d u c t i ve , wo m e n’s a n d h u m a n
r i g h t s i n P o laa n d ( E PA -E
EFE)

W I L L I A M N AT T R A S S
IN PRAGUE

Progressives heralded the start of a new era when the Czech
Republic replaced a populist regime with a pro-EU government

in elections last October. Yet strong currents of social
conservatism are now emerging under the new coalition, leading
rights campaigners to draw uneasy parallels with regional allies
Poland and Hungary.
A simmering culture war burst into the open in April, when the
anti-abortion Movement for Life caused an outcry with a nowdeleted Facebook post suggesting Ukrainian women raped by
Russian soldiers should be sent self-defence equipment instead
of the morning-after pill. “Why don’t Czechs contribute to the
purchase of air horns, pepper spray or electric stun guns
instead?” it complained.
The suggestion provoked incredulity, but Movement for Life has
become one of the Czech Republic’s most powerful political
lobbying groups. Amid anger over its stance on rape in Ukraine,
it held a march through Prague attended by thousands. Tensions
subsequently ratcheted up a notch with revelations that the
government is cooperating with Movement for Life and
employing members of another social-conservative group, the
Alliance for the Family, in advisory roles.
Alliance for the Family promotes traditional notions of marriage
running contrary to popular opinion. Two-thirds of Czechs
support the legalisation of same-sex marriage, but the Alliance
wants marriage to be enshrined as a male-female bond in the
constitution, as happened in Hungary in 2020.
Filip Milde, from the We Are Fair LGBT+ rights group, suggests
the Alliance for the Family’s new political clout is a blow against
western values – a bitter irony as the Czech Republic takes
Russia’s place on the UN’s Human Rights Council. “These ultraconservatives are importing the rhetoric of the Kremlin, in
which a decadent west has ‘parent one’ and ‘parent two’
replacing the mother and father,” he told The Independent.
Alliance for the Family wants to choke oﬀ state support for
“ideologies that undermine the role of the family and deny the
natural complementarity and uniqueness of men and women”.
Its deputy head is an adviser at the Ministry of Justice, while

members also form part of a working group on family policy at
the Ministry of Labour and Social Aﬀairs.
The government claims it is merely consulting opinions from
across the ideological spectrum, but Milde thinks these
appointments confirm the illiberal tendencies of the prime
minister Petr Fiala’s ODS party, which he describes as “a big fan
of Poland’s Law and Justice government”. The parallel with
Poland – where a crackdown on abortion and LGBT+ rights is
advanced – is striking because Polish Christian conservatism
exists in such a diﬀerent social environment. Some 86 per cent
of Poles are Roman Catholic, compared with only 7 per cent of
Czechs.
The relative absence of religion as a popular force in the Czech
Republic makes the LGBT+ pushback surprising. The
contradiction is clearer still on abortion, which is legal on any
grounds but subject to attack from Movement for Life, which
wants “to change the culture in our country so that killing
unborn children is seen as equally unacceptable as killing Jews
or throwing wheelchair users oﬀ a cliﬀ.”

Archbishop Dominik Duka urged understanding for
Russian rapists as ‘victims of the strongest emotions
and passions’

Johanna Nejedlova, from the Konsent women’s rights group,
told The Independent there’s “currently no evidence of financial
cooperation” between Movement for Life and the Church.
Movement for Life says it does not accept money “from the

state, Church or foreign entities”. Yet its ideological kinship with
the clergy is clear.
While inviting people to Movement for Life’s march through
Prague, Archbishop Dominik Duka defended the organisation’s
stance against emergency contraception for Ukrainian women.
Duka urged understanding for Russian rapists as “victims of the
strongest emotions and passions” and implied that self-defence
might be a more “heroic” option for those faced with rape,
saying “it cannot be seen as the only solution not to oppose the
aggressor”.
Politicians and celebrity supporters professed shock at such
sentiment, but Movement for Life has never been vague about
its intentions.
It puts a mission to “lobby for life so that the state does not harm
children conceived unexpectedly” front and centre. When asked
by The Independent whether its objectives are being
misrepresented, a spokesperson said: “We don’t comment on
the opinions of others: we help women who are unexpectedly
pregnant and want to give their unborn child a chance, but feel
compelled to have an abortion.”
The organisation makes itself palatable through slick modern
presentation, fronting its campaign with ubiquitous pictures of a
compassionate, smiling woman plastered on billboards and bus
stops. This is part of a conscious move to “secularise” its image
to be “more acceptable to Czech society”, according to
Nejedlova.
Christian-conservative groups are meanwhile replicating tactics
used by progressive rights campaigners. Alliance for the Family
is “copying what we’re doing and what we’re saying, mimicking
the system of civil society involving NGOs and activists,” says
Milde. The “pro-family” group admits this, saying “we learn
from them [LGBT+ groups] and understand that if we are to
achieve our aims, families also need to be a strong interest
group.”
But Milde insists that unlike progressive rights groups, these
social-conservative organisations lack transparency. Artful

mimicry has facilitated the rise of socially conservative lobbyists
under a Czech government with a dogmatic Catholic strain.
Behind a cosy secular image, hard-line groups may have finally
worked themselves into a position to mould Czech society in
their own image.
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N e p a lee s e m o u n t a i n e e r L a k p a S h e r p a o n E v e r e s t y e s t e r d a y d u r i n g a n a s c e n t t o t h e s u m m i t ( L a k p a
S h e r p a)

Woman breaks own record with tenth E
Ev
verest ccllimb
A sherpa broke her own record as the most successful female
climber of Mount Everest by reaching the summit of the world’s
highest peak yesterday for the tenth time. Lakpa Sherpa and
several other climbers took advantage of favourable weather to
reach the 8,849m (29,032ft) summit early in the morning, her
brother and expedition organiser Mingma Gelu said. Sherpa, 48,

has said she wants to inspire all women so they too can achieve
their dreams. A native of Nepal, Sherpa lives in the US with her
three children in West Hartford, Connecticut.
Hundreds of foreign climbers and an equal number of Sherpa
guides are set to attempt climbs of Everest this month, when
weather conditions in the Himalayan peaks are most favorable
for climbing. AP

Indian couple sue son for ‘failing to provide a grandchild’
An elderly couple in India is suing their only child and his wife
for the bizarre reason that they failed to provide them with a
grandchild. Sanjiv Ranjan Prasad and his wife Sadhana Prasad,
residents of Haridwar city in the northern state of Uttarakhand,
are seeking a compensation of £530,000 from the couple if they
are unable to have a child within the next year.
Mr Prasad has cited financial struggles for suing his son after he
got married in 2016 with the “hopes of having a grandchild”. He
also alleged that his daughter-in-law and her family control his
son’s finances and have prevented them from having a child.
“We didn't care about gender, just wanted a grandchild,” Mr
Prasad told news agency ANI.
Women in India are expected, and often forced, to bear children
within a few years of their marriage. Traditional families in India
have patriarchal setups with expectations of a male child even
though the sex ratio remains skewed in many parts of the
country.
In a petition filed before the court on 7 May, Mr Prasad claimed
he spent nearly £258,322 to raise his only child. When Mr
Prasad pressed his son for a grandchild, he alleged in the
petition that the couple “pretended” to be separated as they
both live in diﬀerent cities due to their professions. The matter
will be heard in court on 17 May.

Plane bursts into fl
flaames after aborted ttaakeoﬀ

A commerical aircraft of Tibet Airlines veered oﬀ the runway
and burst into flames at Chongqing Jiangbei International
Airport yesterday after an aborted takeoﬀ. The Airbus A319 had
113 passengers and nine crew members on board and was set to
fly to Nyingchi in Tibet.
Thirty-six passengers were treated in hospital with minor
injuries and the aircraft was damaged by the fire, said the Civil
Aviation Administration of China (CAAC). The pilots had
aborted takeoﬀ in line with procedures after experiencing an
abnormality, leading to an engine scrape and fire after the plane
veered oﬀ the runway, the CAAC said in a statement.

Lufthansa sorry for barring Jewish passengers o
on
n fl
fliight
German airline Lufthansa has issued an apology for not letting a
large number of Orthodox Jewish passengers board a connecting
flight at Frankfurt airport after some individuals refused to wear
masks. In a statement, the airline said it “regrets the
circumstances surrounding the decision to exclude the aﬀected
passengers from the flight”, adding that it “sincerely apologises”.
The company also said it was “reviewing facts and
circumstances” of the incident that occurred on 4 May, when
some Jewish passengers boarded their flight and were denied
entry. The group of people – not connected to each other –
boarded a flight from New York to Frankfurt, intending to take a
connecting flight to Budapest to attend an annual memorial at a
nearby village commemorating a rabbi.
A few people, however, allegedly refused to comply with the
rules requiring them to wear face masks. Lufthansa responded
by allegedly cancelling the boarding passes of over 100 people –
most of whom wore Jewish Orthodox clothing or had Jewishsounding names. German Law requires passengers to wear
medical or FFP2 masks to travel and, while several reports said a
few passengers did not comply with the rules, passengers told
German media outlets almost everyone else was wearing masks.

China accuses US of ‘political manipulation’
China has accused the US of “political manipulation” and
attempting to shift the status quo in the Taiwan Strait after the
State Department quietly made a change to its website about the
contested nation’s independence. The amendment, which was
updated on 5 May, includes the removal of a line that
emphasised Washington’s longstanding position not to support
Taiwanese independence – “The United States does not support
Taiwan independence” – and the removal of a key line that
noted the US recognising the one-China principle.
China’s Foreign Ministry spokesperson, Zhao Lijian, was swift
in condemning the amendment, underscoring to reporters this
week that there is only one China and Taiwan is a part of it.
“This kind of political manipulation on the Taiwan question is an
attempt to change the status quo on the Taiwan Strait and will
inevitably stir up a fire that only burns [the United States],” Mr
Zhao said.
The US State Department spokesperson Ned Price said that the
words may have changed but the US’s “underlying policy has
not”. Reuters
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A by-election drubbing is
unavoidable for Johnson

T h e P M j u s t n e e d s t o d e c i d e w h e t h e r t o g e t t h e p a i n o v e r a s q u i c k lyy a s p o s s i b lee o r t o p u t o f f t h e
r e c k o n i n g ( PA )

JOHN RENTOUL
CHIEF POLITICAL COMMENTATOR

There was a by-election in Devon yesterday – to
choose a town councillor for the Lowman ward
on Tiverton town council. It was a three-way
contest between the Conservative candidate, the Labour
candidate and an independent, because the Liberal Democrats

are not standing. Tiverton is not really a Lib Dem area. It has
long been solidly Conservative.
Yet the Lib Dems are almost certain to win the next by-election
there, the parliamentary by-election to replace Neil Parish, the
tractor-loving MP. The southwest used to be home to a string of
Lib Dem strongholds, but nearly every citadel fell in the great
post-coalition cull of 2015.
Since then, however, two things have happened. One is that the
Lib Dems won a by-election in December in Shropshire North,
which is similarly not particularly fertile political territory for
them. The pro-EU party was in third place, behind Labour, in
Owen Paterson’s Leave-voting seat, and yet the voters there
sensed that they were a suitable vehicle for protest against a
government that was losing its way – and this was even before
the police announced that they would be investigating lockdown
law-breaking in Downing Street.
The other is that the Lib Dems have started to regain lost
territory in the southwest. In the local elections last week, they
took control of Somerset council. That doesn’t make Tiverton
and Honiton, Parish’s former seat and another Leave-voting
constituency, any more of a natural Lib Dem target. The party
was, as in Shropshire North, in third place behind Labour in the
2019 election, when Parish won with 60 per cent of the vote. But
it helps the Lib Dems to have councils and activists in the
vicinity.
The two factors together make the outcome of the Tiverton and
Honiton by-election almost uninteresting. The idea of a
sensational Lib Dem by-election victory, which used to be the
norm before the coalition government, has become the norm
again. Even before the government has announced the date of
the by-election – by convention, the Conservatives, as the party
that held the seat before the vacancy, get to choose when it will
be – the result is a foregone conclusion.

In the local elections last week – real votes in real
ballot boxes – Labour won decisively in the wards that
make up the parliamentary seat

James Johnson, who used to be Theresa May’s No 10 pollster,
carried out a focus group of former Tory voters in the
constituency for Kekst CNC and Times Radio, and found that
no one would vote Tory in the by-election, and all but one said
they would vote Lib Dem. This is an unrepresentative sample,
statistically, but their comments capture something of how a
significant number of people who voted for Boris Johnson last
time feel about him now: “When a dog bites you, you never
know if it’s going to bite you again. You can never trust him.”
If that isn’t bad enough for the prime minister, there is another
by-election pending, in Wakefield, where Imran Ahmad Khan
has stood down after his conviction for sexual assault. And a
Tory defeat there is about as certain as in Tiverton and Honiton
– again the Conservatives will choose the date, and it will
probably be on the same day in order to get all the bad news out
of the way at once.
Wakefield is about as diﬀerent from Tiverton and Honiton as
possible. It had been a Labour seat since the 1930s, falling to the
Conservatives as part of the Brexit realignment of 2019. It is
harder for Labour to gain seats in by-elections from the
government than it is for the Lib Dems. The Lib Dems, as the
second preference of many voters, are well placed to capitalise
on protest voting; shifting votes between the two main parties is
harder work. Two-party marginals tend to swing in line with
national opinion polls, even in by-elections.
But the change in current opinion polls since the last general
election is easily enough to overturn Khan’s 7.5 per cent
majority. And in the local elections last week – real votes in real

ballot boxes – Labour won decisively in the wards that make up
the parliamentary seat.
So that is two drubbings that the Conservatives face. The only
thing we don’t know is when they will be, and whether the
prime minister, advised by Chris Heaton-Harris, the chief whip,
decides to get the pain over as quickly as possible, or to put oﬀ
the reckoning with the voters in the hope of something turning
up.
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Price collapse proves crypto
is pointless and has no value

W h a t g o e s u p . . . L o o k w h a t h a p p e n s w h e n c r y p t o F O M O e v a p o r a t e s ( R e u t e r s)

S E A N O ' G R A DY

The apparent crypto meltdown is a good
moment to remind ourselves, yet again, that
with unregulated financial innovation can come
great risks. Losses, in other words, to individuals and dangers
posed to the wider financial system and the “real” economy.

I say “apparent” crypto meltdown, by the way, because the
comparatively short careers of the likes of bitcoin (born 2009)
have been full of dramatic ups and downs. The latest slump in
the value of these new financial “assets” (I use that term loosely)
could be followed by another vertiginous rise, or they may slump
even further, to nothing. I’m in no position to say, and neither is
anyone else.
But losers there are, and it’s diﬃcult not to feel sympathy for
people who’ve been caught in one of those dramatic
downswings. Such is the speed these markets move at that your
holding can suﬀer a huge loss before you’ve even heard the
rumour of a fall. In a 24/7 global market you can be wiped out
while you slumber.
It’s happened many times. Yet the popularity of these strangely
named sort-of currencies is undiminished. They are indeed
breeding as people search for “the next bitcoin” – ethereum,
which reminds us they only exist in the modern “ether” of the
internet; BNB, not be confused with Airbnb, which carries
diﬀerent risks; XRP, sounds like a computer game; cardano, like
a choc bar; solana, like an ice lolly, if you’ll pardon the pun; luna,
which needs no further comment; and avalanche, the first
cryptocurrency with built-in irony value.
Apart from the panic caused by world events and the coming of
stagflation, it may be that someone has realised that if
cryptocurrencies are linked to anything in the real world, it is to
the cost of the electricity that powers the computers where the
cryptocurrency is produced, or “mined”.

Crypto has always seemed to me like one of those
financial manias that sometimes grip the world – like ...
the dotcom boom that collapsed in 2000

Unlike most assets of this kind, where the cost of production is
either low, or stable, or both, cryptocurrencies have this
connection to the real world, and one that can create
unpredictable feedback eﬀects. If the price of energy goes up, it
can create uncertainty and erode confidence, and it can squeeze
the demand for such “investments” as cryptocurrencies, while
also increasing their costs of production and possibly reducing
supply.
Most of all though, it is about mass psychology. I should declare
that I neither hold cryptocurrency nor know anyone who does. It
has always seemed to me like one of those financial manias that
sometimes grip the world – like the South Sea bubble and tulip
mania in the 18th century, Wall Street in the 1920s, or indeed
the dotcom boom that collapsed in 2000.
When people believe that the value of something can only ever
go up, it creates a feeling of what we now call FOMO, which of
course spirals the price still higher. The novelty with
cryptocurrencies is that the thrills also derive from their
extreme volatility, and the tempting prospect of making some
money out of trading on their very volatility – gambling on the
gamblers, if you will.
With cryptocurrencies, it is hard to know who to “blame” when
it all goes wrong, and when what goes up comes down and stays
down. The world’s financial regulators, maybe? But it is diﬃcult
to see how they can create rules and safeguards for such a
decentralised, globalised, lawless phenomenon.
Cryptocurrencies are quite beyond the control of the
authorities. Some, including the Bank of England, have started
thinking aloud about the creation of oﬃcial cryptocurrencies,
but that seems to be a contradiction in terms. The point is that
they are supposed to be outside the system, self-regulating and
self-policing. The irony about cryptocurrencies being used by
criminals is that because they are blockchained, every
transaction is tracked, but nonetheless, they have little use as
currency beyond buying a Tesla (and you wonder what Elon
Musk is making of it all). Sometimes they are pegged to the US
dollar, but then the peg breaks.

El Salvador adopted bitcoin as legal tender, while
cryptocurrencies are used and held by people in Nigeria,
Thailand and the Philippines. Some see them as cheap banking
and a defence against fraud. They’ve been lauded as open-source
money, liberating folk from the paper monies debauched by
central banks and profligate governments through inflation.
There is supposed to be a cap on bitcoin, for example, of 21
million units, though how this is measured, enforced or policed
is unclear; the idea is that because the supply is finite its value
cannot fall below a given level. The snag is that that level cannot
be defined. Bitcoin has made fortunes for some, but it is hardly a
stable store of value. It seems to be full of contradictions.
If cryptocurrencies collapse and fail, this is because the
collective of people who use them and create them have failed to
find a way of making them stable and reliable, ie useful, besides
being a vehicle for speculation. Then again, usefulness probably
isn’t the point of cryptocurrencies. Their point is that they have
no point. I hope that helps.
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MPs have no idea what it
means to struggle financially

To r y L e e A n d e r s o n c l a i m s t h e r e i s n ’ t ‘ t h i s m a s s i v e u s e ’ f o r f o o d b a n k s ( P a r l i a m e n t T V )

C AT H Y N E W M A N

Most politicians these days are poised for the
pint of milk question. This is when a broadcast
interviewer, in an attempt to embarrass them,
asks (usually with an air of righteous indignation) if they even

know how much a pint of milk costs. Sometimes milk is
substituted for bread. But the point is the same: the right
honourable member for wherever doesn’t have a clue how
ordinary constituents scrape by.
These days, the minister in the hot seat has generally done their
research. But the thinking behind the milk/bread conundrum is
in fact more relevant now than ever. How much do members of
the government understand the financial stress on the average
earner, let alone someone on, say, disability benefits?
Recent evidence suggests they don’t really get it. Environment
secretary George Eustice was mocked for advising hard-up
householders to save money by buying supermarket own-brand
products, when many have worked that out for themselves.
When I asked work and pensions minister Chloe Smith on
Channel 4 News earlier this week about pensioners and children
going hungry she dismissed the question as the “wrong
characterisation”.
And Conservative MP Lee Anderson caused uproar this week
when he claimed there wasn’t “this massive use” for food banks
in the UK and that people could really do with a few cooking
lessons instead. There is indeed an argument – periodically
wheeled out by Conservatives on the libertarian right – that
food banks are fuelling demand, not meeting it.
I went to film at a food bank a while back and was gobsmacked to
meet an IT executive who’d just jetted in from South Africa
queuing for a free meal just because he could and the food was
tasty. But he was in the minority of one. Many of the rest were
parents and low earners who didn’t want to be filmed because
they were ashamed to admit they couldn’t make ends meet.
MPs are duty-bound to play down the scale of misery because
otherwise they’d have to justify not doing more to fix it. But on a
salary of £84,000 – almost three and a half times the average
UK wage – they risk appearing out of touch with the people
they’re supposed to represent.

I went to film at a food bank a while back and was
gobsmacked to meet an IT executive who’d just jetted
in from South Africa queuing for a free meal just
because he could and the food was tasty

Resolution Foundation analysis of the latest Bank of England
figures suggests households will on average be worse oﬀ by
£1,200 this year, taking into account the tax and benefit
changes announced so far. If you’re taking home £84,000, it’s
possible to absorb that. If your disability living allowance pays
you just over £60 a week or you’re on a carer’s wage of £12 an
hour, though, it’s challenging – if not impossible.
Those arriving in Westminster’s hallowed portals can forget
what it’s like to struggle financially – if they ever knew. Lee
Anderson used to be a coal miner, so he certainly wasn’t born
with a silver spoon in his mouth. On the other hand, although
the chancellor’s grandmother was born in a hut in rural
Tanzania, he himself benefited from a top public school
education and made his own fortune as an investment banker.
Does his immense personal wealth make it harder for the man
now making crucial decisions about household budgets to
understand the scale of the cost of living crisis?
Rishi Sunak knows that his own career now rests on how he
helps Britain weather the current economic storm. He’s
certainly not the kind of minister to be caught out over the cost
of a pint of milk (though he did stumble over the price of a loaf
when he said, rather too honestly, that his family enjoyed a
“whole range of breads”). No Daily’s medium-sliced white bread
for him (a steal at 36p in Sainsbury’s, since you asked).
But even his own MPs fret that his gilded life makes it harder for
him to relate to the daily struggle and shape policy accordingly.
He might have the cost of bread and milk sorted out, but senior

Conservatives want clarity from him not just about the small
change but the billions they fear are needed to support people
through the financial turmoil ahead.
Cathy Newman is presenter and investigations editor of ‘Channel
4 News’
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Macron is right: Russia
cannot be the enemy for ever

T h e w e s t t e n d s t o d e m o n i s e n o t j u s t P u t i n b u t R u s s i a a n d R u s s i a n s (A F P/ G e t t y)

MARY DEJEVSKY

On 9 May, as Vladimir Putin was presiding over
Russia’s Victory Day parade in Moscow, the
newly re-elected French president was in
Strasbourg, setting out his ideas for the future of Europe. But it
wasn’t his largely reheated blueprint for a multi-speed Europe

that commanded most attention, but his call for Russia not to be
humiliated in the aftermath of the Ukraine war.
There should be no repeat, he said, of the mistakes made in
1918, alluding to the long-standing argument that the harsh
terms imposed on Germany then sowed the seeds for the next
war only a generation later. “We will have a peace to build
tomorrow, let us never forget that. We will have to do this with
Ukraine and Russia around the table … it will not be done in
denial, nor in exclusion of each other, nor even in humiliation.”
If Emmanuel Macron had been hoping for applause, or even
some muted support for his plea, however, he would have been
disappointed. In an implicit and immediate rebuﬀ, the president
of the European Commission, Ursula von der Leyen (and a
German national), said that the contrast between Putin’s
military parade and the “celebration of democracy” that was the
European parliament “could not be starker”. Nor was she alone.
Macron’s call met a storm of condemnation from Ukrainians and
many others on social media. It also seemed to cut across the US
position – as expressed last month by the defence secretary,
Lloyd Austin – that “we want to see Russia weakened to the
degree that it can’t do the kinds of things that it has done in
invading Ukraine”.
And the hostility to cutting Russia any slack at all is
understandable, given that it was Russia’s unprovoked invasion
that began the war, that there seems no end in sight, and that
there may actually be less talking now than there was in the first
weeks of the war.
A cloud of suspicion also hangs over both France and Macron,
especially in the more hawkish capitals of central and eastern
Europe, where France is associated with what Ukraine regards
as the “unequal” Minsk accords of 2014, and Macron is seen as a
self-serving peacenik, who kept channels open to Putin for too
long.
In the end, though, Macron is right. One day, this war will be
over and the erstwhile combatants will have to get around a
table. The terms of any peace will depend on the relative

positions of Russia and Ukraine when the fighting stops, but
even in the event that Russian forces are driven from all
Ukrainian territory, with the probable exception of Crimea,
Ukraine and Russia are doomed to remain neighbours, as are
Russia and Europe (however Europe’s borders are defined).
As of now, though, there seems scant recognition of this reality.
Indeed, there seems less recognition of it now than there was in
the early stages of the war, when Ukraine’s president appeared
ready to accept that his country’s future would lie in neutrality
and that Nato membership (and therefore armed protection) was
not in prospect.
The steady flow of western weapons since then, and what
appears to be the enforced shrinking of Russia’s territorial
ambitions, is now spurring – probably unrealistic – hopes of allout Ukrainian victory and caused anyone who now calls for talks
to be branded a Munich-style “appeaser”, an “enemy of
Ukraine”, a “Putin apologist”, or worse.
And along with all this goes the demonisation not just of Putin,
but of Russia and Russians. It seemed to me from the first
moments of the invasion that relations between Ukraine and
Russia were now poisoned for at least a generation, and that
Russia would become an international pariah for at least as long
as Putin and anyone associated with him remained in power.
How much more is that now true, with the war now well in its
third month – with one qualification.

The UK, along with much of the west generally, has
been bad enough at fathoming how Russia thinks in
the better times. How much worse are the misreadings
going to get?

In hindsight, Russia has become an international pariah for the
most part only in the western world. India and much of Africa
have refrained from condemning Russia’s action, while China
has carefully remained at arm’s length. To that extent, the
Ukraine war may be accelerating a re-ordering of the world –
north vs south, rich vs poor – that was already in train.
And if that re-ordering becomes the new normal, as it could do,
the greater tragedy might be not only that Russia – which has
seen itself as essentially European – now finds itself on the
“other” side, but that the divide is fuelled and reinforced by so
much venom.
Boris Johnson, to his credit, has at times gone out of his way to
warn against automatically identifying all Russians as complicit
with their ruler. But much good that has done anyone. On the
one hand, his message was undermined by the pervasive belief
that London Russians are all super-rich clients of Putin who
shovel their money into Tory party coﬀers. On the other, it was
already compromised by the layer of Russophobia that has long
lurked beneath the surface of the Anglo-Saxon world.
So even before the Ukraine war, it was taken as read that all
oligarchs (a word already with negative connotations) are
Russian – even though many of those enjoying their expatriate
lives are, perish the thought, Ukrainian. And so it was, too, that
The Times – still seen outside the UK as the voice of the
establishment – published nearly half a page of letters where
every correspondent agreed wholeheartedly with an opinion
writer who had argued that “casual savagery” was “seared into
Russia’s soul”.
Russia had inherited from the Soviet Union, a “corruption of
truth”, one said. It was a society “permanently scarred by
injustice and terror”, said another. Someone else cited the
apparent glee with which the driver of a street cleaning lorry
scattered crowds on Red Square in the early 1980s in support of
the same argument.
The views all boiled down to the contention that Russians,
whether because of their history or their nature (which comes

first?) are inherently uncivilised and brutish. Imagine the outcry
if Arabs or Muslims or even Chinese had been written oﬀ in this
way as a group. Would there not have been even one voice raised
against such destructive profiling?
And the extent to which institutional and personal ties have
been severed in just a few weeks is astounding. It is not just the
cancellation of this or that Russian composer’s symphony, nor
even the blanket banning of artists or athletes. Practically all
study exchange programmes, years abroad and the rest have
been halted. As one academic put it: “Russia has been removed
from the international map.”
One day, perhaps, attempts will be made to rebuild these
relationships, nurtured, often in the face of many obstacles, over
the years. But maybe not in my lifetime, and maybe not in yours.
The UK, along with much of the west generally, has been bad
enough at fathoming how Russia thinks in the better times. How
much worse are the misreadings going to get?
Which leaves the question – the question Emmanuel Macron
hazarded a partial answer to – what to do about Russia, once the
war is over and the talking begins, as it surely must. Russia will
still be there, a vast, brooding presence on the edge of Europe,
and not so easy to remove from the physical map. There has to
be some way of including it, listening to its fears, not
humiliating it – lest the whole pernicious cycle begins again.
Alas, there seems little appetite in the west to distinguish
between leaders and people, which was the key to the peace
with West Germany after 1945. And Macron’s is as yet a lone
voice, crying in what remains the wilderness of war.
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Have hasty elections ǀven us
a cohort of below-par MPs?
There have been some spectacular falls from grace among
the newer Westminster intake, writes Andrew Woodcock

F i o n a O n a s a n y a w a s j a i lee d f o r lyy i n g a b o u t a s p e e d i n g o f f e n c e ( PA )

In some of the least diplomatic comments ever
made by a minister about his fellow-MPs, leader
of the Commons Mark Spencer has suggested

that the new recruits elected in 2017 and 2019 are, frankly, not
up to scratch.
The last two elections, he said, were sprung on the political
parties by surprise, and they were forced to find candidates in a
hurry to fight seats all over the country. As a result, he implied, a
lot of people sneaked through who wouldn’t have made the
grade in normal times. Things would be better after the next
election – probably in 2024 – when the party machines will have
had plenty of time to get the right people into winnable seats.
His comments came in response to the disgrace of Tory MP
Imran Ahmad Khan, who was forced to resign as MP for
Wakefield less than three years after his election in 2019, after
being found guilty of sexually assaulting a 15-year-old boy.
Now, Mr Spencer rather overlooks the fact that the boy in
question complained to the Conservatives about the assault after
hearing of his selection, meaning the party had all the
information it needed to conduct due diligence before the
election took place. And he also overlooks the fact that neither
of the two snap elections of the past five years actually had to
take place when they did, but were called early to suit the
political interests of the Tory leaders at the time, first Theresa
May and then Boris Johnson.
But is there any truth in his suggestion that the hasty polls have
meant a generation of below-par MPs?
Certainly, the rash of scandals of recent years don’t suggest that
Westminster’s miscreants are limited to its newer members.
Owen Paterson, who quit in disgrace after being found guilty of
paid lobbying, had been in the Commons since 1997 and was
one of the house’s longest-serving members. Neil Parish, who
resigned his seat after watching porn in the chamber, had been
an MP since 2010 and an MEP for a decade before that.
Now there have been some spectacular falls from grace among
the newer intakes – Labour’s Fiona Onasanya (2017) was jailed
for lying about a speeding oﬀence, and Claudia Webbe (2019)
was found guilty of harassing another woman. But there is no

shortage in parliamentary history of MPs who have turned out to
be liars or bullies or bribe-takers or drunks.
On the whole, the arrival of more than 230 new MPs – 93 in
2017 and 140 in 2019 – has been a breath of fresh air for
Westminster, bringing a speedy generational change – and a
massive increase in ethnic and gender diversity - to a chamber
where longer-serving members often hang around for years after
they have anything very useful to say.

Leader of the Commons Mark Spencer has suggested
that the new recruits elected in 2017 and 2019 are,
frankly, not up to scratch

The class of 2019, in particular, have been notably independentminded and undaunted by the arcane procedures and practices
which often baﬄe new arrivals on the green benches.
Because of the Covid pandemic, of course, they spent much of
their first two years as MPs away from Westminster and its
cliques, and away from the close scrutiny of party whips. Some
older MPs regard them as a result as a near-feral generation
which has not yet been groomed into the habits of party
discipline.
And the accident of political circumstance means that many of
the newbies have been forced into speaking their own minds
rather than following the party line.
On the Labour benches, there are Labour left-wingers selected
under Jeremy Corbyn who suddenly find their leadership
oﬀering a distinctly diﬀerent agenda. Among the Tories, there
are dozens of MPs in red wall seats in the Midlands and the
north which the party has never held before and where local
electorates want a very diﬀerent kind of conservatism from that
on oﬀer in the leafy shires.

Some have quickly become thorns in the side of their own
leaders – it was no surprise when 2019 Tories were at the heart
of early plotting to oust Boris Johnson over Partygate. But
equally there have been others who have risen swiftly within
their parties, with 2017-ers like Conservative minister Kemi
Badenoch, Lib Dem leadership candidate Layla Moran or
Labour shadow cabinet member Preet Gill all seen as rising
stars.
They may well have made life diﬃcult for their leaders from time
to time, but there is no doubt that the new generation are
making their mark on Westminster.
Yours,
Andrew Woodcock
Political editor
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Finland and Sweden should
be wary of trusting Johnson
Before celebrating their defence agreement with
Britain, the Swedish and Finnish leaders would
do well to reflect seriously on how lightly Boris
Johnson regards signing his name to an international agreement.
He signed the Northern Ireland protocol with the EU in order to
be able to claim to have got Brexit done, only to start arguing in
no time at all that it was unworkable. He now threatens to tear it
up for his own political advantage. Whatever happened to “an
Englishman’s word is his bond”?
No wonder we are so diminished in the eyes of the world.
David Irving Pembrokeshire

Food banks
Reading Lee Anderson’s remarks regarding the use of food
banks not only angered me but seemed to epitomise the
Conservative ethos.
Like other Conservative MPs, Anderson appears to have lost
sight of why food banks are needed. They are required because
people cannot aﬀord to spend money on eating, heating,
cooking and travel. These desperate people, some of whom are
in employment, cannot survive on our benefits system’s
payments.
Anderson’s stated views – past and present – simply reinforce
why the Conservatives ought not to be governing this once-

proud country. It is indicative of the calibre of the politicians
oﬀered to the electorate by the Conservative Party.
Keith Poole Basingstoke

Mental health crisis
This week marks Mental Health Awareness Week, providing an
opportunity to raise awareness and mobilise eﬀorts in support of
mental health.
The rise in such problems over recent years has previously been
called a mental health crisis and one of the greatest public health
challenges of our times. These problems are even more worrying
when they concern the mental fitness of our younger
generations, and how we are preparing them to face the growing
challenges of entering adulthood.
Against the backdrop of increased demand during the
pandemic, our mental health services are facing overwhelming
and unprecedented pressures, which existed even before Covid19 and will only be further exacerbated by the cost of living
crisis.
This rapidly escalating numbers of those seeking support and
faced with inadequate services could potentially lead to a lost
generation of vulnerable children and young people.
Against the perfect storm of a mental health crisis combined
with a global pandemic, we must not lose sight of the challenges
that our children and young people are facing. It’s vital that we
renew our eﬀorts in a national crusade to ensure that they
receive adequate mental health support.
The Scottish Children’s Services Coalition:
Kenny Graham Falkland House School
Lynn Bell LOVE Learning
Stephen McGhee Spark of Genius
Niiall Kelly Young Foundations

O u r E u ro p e a n f r i e n d s
Who do Tory parliamentarians think they are kidding when they
refer to our European “friends”? Honestly, it’s pathetic and
cringeworthy and makes us look like the complete idiots we are
for walking away from the EU.
It’s obvious that the “oven-ready” deal was just another lie – look
at the border problems in Northern Ireland. Who in their right
mind would think that leaving the economic union would not
create a land border in Ireland or the Irish Sea?
We were told that it was insulting to suggest that Brexiteers
didn’t understand what they were voting for. But how could
they, given that the answer to the Irish border question doesn’t
exist, even now. The DUP lost the recent election and have to
live with what this government signed up to on their behalf.
It beggars belief that we are led by a bunch of self-serving
politicians who will lie at any cost to stay in power. I despair.
Simon Watson Worcester
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MURDER IN MUNICH
Fifty years ago, the summer Olympics were held in the
German city. The event is remembered for the massacre of 11
Israelis by the Palestinian group Black September. Former
athletics correspondent Pat Butcher was there at the time

D e m o n s t r a t o r s d e m a n d a n e n d t o t h e G a m e s w h i lee h o s t a g e s a r e b e i n g h e ld
d (G e t t y)

It was ridiculously easy to get into the Munich Olympic athletes’
village in 1972, even after the murderous incursion by Black

September guerrillas which resulted in the deaths of 11 Israelis, a
German policeman, and five of the terrorists. No one it seems,
least of all the Bavarian police or any of the West German
authorities, had prepared for anything like the attack. The
emphasis was on emulating Tokyo 1964, and seeing Munich as
the ultimate exercise in rehabilitation for the leading member of
the Axis powers a quarter of a century after the Second World
War. And in Olympic terms, the Germans needed to exorcise
the memory of the 1936 Games in Berlin which, despite AfricanAmerican Jesse Owens’ best eﬀorts (a four gold-medal aﬀront to
Hitler’s dreams of Aryan supremacy) remained a display
dedicated to greater Nazi glory.
The International Olympic Committee (IOC) might also have
expected that bringing the Games back to Europe from a volatile
Latin America would have a stabilising eﬀect on the institution.
But it wasn’t just the events of Mexico 1968, both in and out of
the stadium, that should have alerted the IOC and the German
authorities to the possibility of unrest. Bob Beamon’s
stratospheric long jump and the black-power salute of Tommie
Smith and John Carlos at the 200 metres medal ceremony are
probably the best-remembered events in the stadium; but the
1968 Games were marred before they even began, by
assassinations which still resonate in Mexican society and
politics more than 50 years later. Student unrest was worldwide
in 1968, but in Mexico it became focused on the soaring costs of
the Games in a country where privation was widespread, with
assassinations of student and labour leaders by right-wing
groups or the military itself.
What became known as the Tlatelolco Massacre was a watershed
moment. On 2 October, 10 days prior to the Olympic opening
ceremony, a peaceful march of around 10,000 to the Plaza de las
Tres Culturas in the Tlatelolco area of Mexico City ended in
bloodshed. The numbers of dead are still contested today, but
when the 70-year regime of the PRI (Institutional Revolutionary
Party) came to an end in 2000, government and military
documents on the events finally began to seep out. The original
and oﬃcial account had always been that protestors had fired on

the heavily armed forces, which assembled around and sealed oﬀ
the plaza following the march’s arrival. But testimony collected
in the days and weeks immediately after the massacre by FrancoMexican journalist Elena Poniatowska, for her seminal work, La
Noche de Tlatelolco (translated as Massacre in Mexico), proved
far more credible. It is now accepted that up to 400 people were
shot or bayoneted to death, and that the instigators of the
massacre were members of the specially recruited Olympia
Battalion, who were in civvies but wore white gloves or
handkerchiefs to distinguish themselves to their uniformed
colleagues in elevated sniper positions around the square.

T laa t e lo
o lcc o M a s s a c r e : u p t o 4 0 0 p e o p lee w e r e s h o t o r
b ay o n e t e d t o d e a t h (A P )

But the Games themselves had always been sacrosanct in the
strictest sense. The Ancient Olympics were a religious festival,
dedicated as much to art – poetry, drama, sculpture et al – as to
sport, but it is the athletics (and wrestling, both much featured
on pottery) which endures; and to ensure universal participation
for a population that stretched from the Black Sea to the
Atlantic, taking in parts of north Africa, there was an Olympic
Truce, which the fractious warring states in the Hellenic world
observed, well, religiously. And although politics permeates the
Olympic movement to this day, and the Black Power salute in
Mexico had been an obvious reminder, physical interference in
the modern Olympic Games was an unwritten prohibition.

So no one was expecting an attack on the Games themselves.
Nevertheless, in the wake of Mexico City, events closer to home
should have alerted the German authorities to the possibility of
an attack in Munich. The Six-Day War in 1967 had further
destabilised a febrile Middle East; and the takeover of East
Jerusalem by the victorious Israelis had convinced Palestinians
that they were even further away from justice for the expulsions
from their land following the creation of Israel 20 years earlier;
and that now their only avenue was violence on an international
stage.
Black September, so named after the month of expulsion of Yasir
Arafat’s Palestine Liberation Organisation from Jordan in 1970,
was only the most recent avatar of the multiple Palestinian
groups dedicated to combatting/overthrowing the Israelis. The
Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) had become
the best-known group post-1967 for its multiple aircraft hijackings, featuring the first celebrity terrorist, Leila Khaled. For
several years, the photo of a kaﬃyeh-clad Khaled carrying an
AK-47 became as iconic as the bearded and bereted Che. Khaled
allegedly underwent a half dozen sessions of plastic surgery to
enable her to carry out further attacks unrecognised, the
(unsuccessful) last of which saw her temporarily jailed in, of all
places, Ealing in west London. Already in 1968, the year of the
Mexico City Olympics, the group had hi-jacked El-Al planes in
Italy and India, and downed a Swissair jet carrying 47
passengers, on the way to Tel Aviv.

Four years after the sordid events of Tlatelolco, and
36 years after the Hitler Olympics, the velvet glove
was the order of the day in Munich

In 1970, they hi-jacked planes from TWA, Pan-Am, BOA and
Swissair; three of them were detonated at Dawson’s Field, a
former British military airport in Jordan. It was this event which
finally provoked King Hussein to get rid of his increasingly
unruly and unwelcome guests. He launched his own murderous
attack on the Palestinian refugee camps in Jordan, forcing the
exile of the PLO (to Lebanon), and providing the pretext for the
birth of Black September.
But as far as Germany was concerned, in addition to there being
huge numbers of Palestinian workers and students in the
country, many of whom openly supported action against Israel,
there were suﬃcient incidents early in the Olympic year to alert
the authorities. Members of Black September killed five
Jordanians near Cologne in February 1972, allegedly for being
traitors. Later that month, a device exploded in a Hamburg
factory, which made electrical equipment for Israel; then a
Lufthansa plane was hi-jacked, resulting in a payment of a $5m
ransom.

A m e m b e r o f B laa c k S e p t e m b e r o n t h e b a lcc o n y o f t h e Iss r a e lii
q u a r t e r s (G e t t y )

Nevertheless, four years after the sordid events of Tlatelolco,
and 36 years after the Hitler Olympics, the velvet glove was the
order of the day in Munich. This was personified in Chancellor
Willy Brandt who, despite doubts at home, was an icon for
pacifism abroad. Brandt, born Herbert Ernst Karl Frahm, was
the textbook anti-Nazi. Escaping to Scandinavia in the early
1930s, he used the pseudonym to escape detection. Following
the war, he formally adopted his alter-ego, appropriate perhaps
for someone who adroitly trod the tightrope between alignment
with the US, which oﬀended the left, and his policy of
Ostpolitik, better relations with the East, which enraged the
right. Whatever his critics at home thought, international
recognition for Brandt’s achievements came when he was
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize the year before the Munich
Games.
That was the year that I was in the best form of a fairly mediocre
running career – a bronze medal in the AAA indoor
championships in the little run (indoor) steeplechase, ie no
waterjump, and I harboured delusions I might make the British
team for Munich. Those dreams were dissipated by poor form
months before the Games, and I never even got to the selection
trials. I was into my running and some of competitive

acquaintances were selected in the British and Irish teams, so I
resolved to go to Munich anyway.

The terrorists were even helped over the fence by
athletes returning from a night out to their quarters
by the shortest route

I’d been sharing a house in north London with a couple of
students from Bavaria, and one of them invited me to stay at her
parents’ house in Dachau, a three-minute S-Bahn ride from
Munich; I spent a couple of days and a night sleeping in a hay
bale, hitching south to the Bavarian capital. The infamous
concentration camp, the first in Nazi Germany, is four
kilometres east of the town of Dachau, whose first 1000 years of
history were relatively unremarkable, save for the creation of a
distinguished colony of painters in the late 19th century.
Nowadays, it is a thriving commuter town of around 45,000
inhabitants, who have doubtless got used to apologising abroad
for the misappropriation of their township name. Its recent
baleful history would soon be widely referenced again following
the Munich Games.
The first time I went to the warm-up track behind the Olympic
Village, a couple of days before the opening of the Games, I
watched former New Zealand international runner Bill Baillie
just stroll through the gates past the guards. They took his AllBlack blazer for suﬃcient ID, since he didn’t have what has
become the indispensable photo badge on the lanyard swinging
back and forth on his chest. Some Kiwi athletes, spotting his

bold move, barracked him from the balcony of their nearby
residence. He waved at them nonchalantly, and the guards took
no notice whatsoever.
Since I was wearing a tracksuit and a sheen of sweat from a lap
or two around the warm-up track, I essayed running through the
gates. Again, not a problem! But I surmised that wasn’t going to
work every time, so I resolved to look up those acquaintances on
the British team, and see if any of them was prepared to “lose”
their ID card. The first two I tracked down gave me short shrift,
although one of them did concede that if I was fortunate enough
to find a willing accomplice, there was a spare room in his
designated apartment where I could crash overnight should I
not want to go back to Dachau.

Iss r a e lii d e lee g a t i o n p a r a d e s d u r i n g t h e o p e n i n g o f t h e
O lyy m p i c ’ s G a m e s i n M u n i c h o n 2 6 A u g u s t 1 9 7 2 ( A F P / G e t t y )

A few minutes later, I bumped into Dave Bedford, Britain’s then
best long-distance runner but better known in recent years as
the long-time boss of the London Marathon (lately retired).
During his running career, Bedford was widely loved as much
for an obvious ‘devil-may-care’ attitude, exemplified by red
running socks and regular run-ins with the national athletics
authorities, as for his cavalier racing tactics. Apart from his
distant victories, his most newsworthy stunt prior to Munich
had been to shoot a team colleague in the backside (from a
distance) with an air-gun, at a pre-Olympic training camp in the
Alps. Bedford recognised me from events we had contested at

RAF Cosford, which housed the UK’s only indoor track at the
time. When I explained my predicament, he simply took the ID
card from around his neck, and gave it to me. He halted my
profuse thanks, saying dismissively: “They’ll expect me to lose it
anyway.”
The balmy Bavarian weather, the general laid-back atmosphere,
the superlative competition and the appreciative audience in
what, in the case of athletics, later became the long-time Bayern
Munich football stadium, made the opening days a huge success.
Mark Spitz and Olga Korbut distinguished themselves as the
competitive heroes of the Games, he with his seven gold medals
in the pool (finally one-upped by Michael Phelps in Beijing
2008), and she by her elfin exuberance on the gymnastic
equipment, enthusiastically willed on by a legion of lustful male
TV commentators.
The Cheerful Games (as it had been designated) went sour in
the early morning of 5 September. The Israeli delegation had
originally asked to be housed at the top of one of the main tower
blocks in the middle of the Olympic Village, but were allocated a
low-rise building with no additional security and perilously close
to the perimeter fence, which was easily scaled by the Black
September commando at around 4.30am in the middle of the
second and final week of competition.

Zamir and Cohen prevailed on the Bavarian police to
let them try to talk to the terrorists but when they
climbed on top of the terminal building and started
shouting in Arabic, Palestinians opened fire on them

The terrorists were even helped over the fence by athletes
returning from a night out to their quarters by the shortest
route. The American athletes took the Palestinians for fellow
competitors, since they were wearing tracksuits and carrying
sports bags (laden with weapons). Having bid farewell to their
brief acquaintances, the eight guerrillas broke into several
apartments in the Israeli quarters, and almost immediately shot
and killed Yossef Romano and Moshe Weinberg, both of whom
had tried to resist. Several team members, alerted by the shouts
and gunfire escaped by various routes, but nine hostages, all
male, were taken – David Berger, Ze'ev Friedman Yossef
Gutfreund, Eliezer Halfin, Amitzur Shapira, Mark Slavin, Andre
Spitzer, Jakov Springer and Kehat Shorr.
There followed 24 hours of negotiation with the unprepared
local authorities, while TV cameras were transferred from use in
the stadia to being trained on the Israeli quarters. The doyen of
BBC TV commentators, David Coleman, put on a commentary
tour de force, holding the mike behind a static camera image of
the occupied building for the best part of a day. Mindful of the
abiding notion that, as one of my editors once reminded me,
“Sport is the toy town of newspaper”, Coleman, a long-time
newsman himself, gave written corroboration when he later said,
“That’s when I had to be a real commentator.”

The terrorists demanded the release of more than 200
Palestinians and sympathisers from jail in Israel, in addition to
the liberation of Red Army faction leaders, Ulrike Meinhof and
Andreas Baader, from German custody. Israel’s response was
immediate and in line with its declared policy on nonnegotiation.

P h o t o g r a p h e r s lee a v e t h e s t a d i a a n d t h e s p o r t a n d f o c u s t h e i r
c a m e r a s o n t h e Iss r a e lii s ( G e t t y )

Meanwhile, Olympic competition continued, as did life in the
village. Reminiscing over a decade ago with Welshman Lynn
Davies, the 1964 Olympic long jump champion who was UK
team captain in Munich, he recalled: “People were playing table
tennis in the square, while 200 metres away, the Israeli athletes
were being held at gunpoint. It was surreal.”
For those few score athletes who were interested in the standoﬀ, and were gathered as close as they were allowed to the
Israeli quarters, there were dissenting voices. I heard an Irish
athlete yell out: “Golda Meir holding the world to fucking
ransom again.”
In the wake of mounting criticism of the conservative IOC and
its ultra-conservative head, American Avery Brundage,
competition was finally halted late afternoon on 5 September,
over a dozen hours after the initial incursion by Black
September. After several deadlines set by the terrorists came

and went, it was agreed that a bus would be provided to take the
Palestinians and their captives to the helicopters, which would
fly them to Fűrstfeldbruck military airport where a Boeing 727
was to take them to Egypt.
The terrorists had chosen Cairo, a factor which became evident
when Brandt tried to call Egyptian president Anwar Sadat, to get
him to intercede. Sadat refused to take the chancellor’s call; like
the Jordanians before him, Sadat wanted nothing to do with the
Palestinians. With little adequate training for such a scenario, a
team of poorly positioned snipers at the airport tried to abort the
departure. The outcome was carnage. Five of the terrorists were
killed, but not before one of them exploded a grenade killing all
the captives. A German policeman, Anton Fliegerbauer, was
killed in the shoot-out. Three weeks later, in response to another
hijacking, of Lufthansa flight 615, the three surviving terrorists –
Adnan Al-Gashey, his nephew Jamal Al-Gashey, and
Mohammed Safady – were released, and flown to Libya, where
the bodies of their dead colleagues had been sent.

People were playing table tennis in the square, while
200 metres away the Israeli athletes were being held
at gunpoint. It was surreal

The rescue attempt and its aftermath had been a disaster from
start to finish. Certainly, the cell structure of Black September,
an innovation for a PLO grouping, as opposed to a centralised
command, ensured that any prior intelligence of the attack was
absent; but another crucial impediment was the nature of

postwar German government. The imposition of federalism by
the Allies was to ensure that power could never again be
centralised, a system from which Hitler and the Nazis had
benefitted (a political system, incidentally still extant in the UK).
But in Munich 1972, it meant that national politicians, including
Brandt, had to stand aside and let the Bavarian police and
politicians deal with the situation. And the Munich police had
already gained a reputation for being trigger-happy and
incompetent. Several domestic incidents in the late sixties and
early seventies had ended in innocent people being accidentally
killed by the local police. And something as simple as failing to
identify the number of terrorists, thought to be five, even when
eight of them emerged from the Israeli quarters to board the bus
which would relay them to helicopters and thence to
Fűrstfeldbruck meant that there were only five police snipers
waiting for them at the airport.

P o lii c e a t t e m p t t o n e g o t i a t e w i t h m e m b e r s o f B laa c k
S e p t e m b e r f o r t h e r e l e a s e o f h o s t a g e s (G e t t y)

Even worse, the snipers were untrained, and had simply been
chosen because they shot competitively outside of police duties;
and in any case, they only had standard-issue rifles without
either telescopic or night-sights. Nor did they have walkietalkies, something that every steward in the Olympic village
possessed. Their anarchic distribution around the airport
buildings meant that in the fire-fight, one of them was shot in
the backside by a colleague.

Standing, watching all of this impotently, were two of the most
practised anti-terrorist experts in the world. Zvi Zamir was the
head of Mossad, the Israeli intelligence agency, and an authority
on counter-terrorism. His colleague Victor Cohen was the most
experienced Israeli terrorist negotiator. When news of the
hostage-taking had reached Israel early that morning, the pair
had taken the first available flight to Munich. Their experience
and expertise were going to be refused or ignored throughout
the tragically incompetent rescue attempt. Quoted in One Day
in September, Simon Reeve’s companion book to Kevin
MacDonald’s lauded documentary of the same name from
1999/2000, Zamir said: ‘There was no rescue plan, no
preparations, nothing whatsoever. There were no lights on the
helicopters, I mean, there was just nothing. I couldn’t think of a
better place (to succeed) because it was an open area.”
Zamir and Cohen finally prevailed on the Bavarian police to let
them try to talk to the terrorists, but when they climbed on top
of the terminal building and started shouting in Arabic, the
Palestinians opened fire on them. “Their reply was clear,” said
Zamir. “This was the end of the Israeli people in the
helicopters.” And so it proved.

It had originally been reported in Israel that Ladany
had been one of the victims, but he was very much
alive. He seemed to be getting oﬀ on it

What made the disaster worse for waiting Israelis was the false
dawn announced at the gates of the military airport when the

shooting finally stopped. Someone who has never been
identified but who was wearing an Olympic oﬃcial’s hat went to
the assembled press and public waiting outside the airport and
announced that all the hostages had survived. News agencies
sent out a snap communique at 11.31pm local time – ‘ALL
ISRAELI HOSTAGES HAVE BEEN FREED’! With just one
hour time diﬀerence to the Middle East, special editions of the
Jerusalem Post went on to the street with the banner headline –
‘HOSTAGES IN MUNICH RELEASED – ALL SAFE AFTER
GERMANS TRAP ARABS AT MILITARY AIRPORT’. The
ecstasy wasn’t going to be deflated for close to four hours. At
3.17am on 6 September, Reuter issued a correction – ‘FLASH!
ALL ISRAELI HOSTAGES SEIZED BY ARAB GUERRILLAS
KILLED’.
The resumption of the Games several hours later could hardly
have been handled worse by Brundage. An Olympic competitor
in 1912 in Stockholm, where he finished way behind his US
colleague, native American Jim Thorpe in the pentathlon and
the decathlon, Brundage was a self-made millionaire who took
amateurism so seriously he refused expenses from the IOC and
funded his own worldwide travels to meetings.
History has not treated Brundage kindly. An avowed admirer of
the Nazi re-organisation of Germany in the 1930s, and a rabid
anti-communist, he nevertheless eventually conceded that it
made little sense to accept Nationalist Taiwan rather than the
People’s Republic as the representative of China (another
example of the international political game the IOC has to play).
Yet, given the extensive boycotts which were to follow and mar
the next three Games, Montreal, Moscow and Los Angeles, the
exclusion of Rhodesia from Munich following UDI with its
explicit apartheid policy was small beer. But it irked Brundage.
The fact that he gave the Rhodesian exclusion equal mention
with the Israeli killings in his address to a packed stadium on 6
September, just a few hours after the tragedy, incensed many
more people. The crowd may have applauded his, “the Games
must go on” appeal, but his rudely reductive political speech was
widely abhorred. An Irish team manager I accompanied out of

the stadium implied that one of the terrorist bullets might have
been better used on Brundage.

M e m b e r s o f t h e Iss r a e lii t e a m a t t e n d t h e m e m o r i a l c e r e m o n y ,
p a y i n g t r i b u t e t o t h e i r c o u n t r y m e n k i llee d b y t h e t e r r o r i s t s
( E P U /A F P / G e t t y)

Yet even those directly involved with the tragedy agreed that the
Games should continue. Interviewed for MacDonald’s
documentary One Day in September, Shmuel Lalkin, the head
of the Israeli delegation in Munich, said: “Personally, I think the
Games should have continued, otherwise you give in to the
terrorists.” Roone Arledge, long-time head of the US television
network ABC, which was largely funding the Games, concurred.
“I think most people agreed that the Games shouldn’t be called
oﬀ, but it did seem like it was brushed oﬀ very quickly and
business as usual.”
Interviewed by Eric Rouleau for the latter’s book My Home, My
Land, Abu Ilad, one of Black September’s inner circle, said: “We
were obliged to note with considerable sadness that a large
segment of world opinion was far more concerned about the 24hour interruption in the grand spectacle of the Olympic Games
than it was about the dramatic plight endured by the Palestinian
people for the past 24 years or the atrocious end of the
commandos and their hostages.”
Back in the Village, I kept coming across one of the survivors of
the massacre, 50km walker Shaul Ladany, giving interviews to
international TV and radio stations. It had originally been

reported in Israel that Ladany had been one of the victims, but
he was very much enjoying being alive. After the second or third
time I heard him say that even as a walker he probably broke the
100 metres world record in running away from the Palestinian
guns, I began to find his eﬀusive commentary mildly oﬀensive.
He seemed to be getting oﬀ on it; it had become a performance.
I later learned that Ladany had survived the holocaust; as an
eight-year-old in Bergen-Belsen, his family was part of a group
ransomed by the US. Two months after Munich, he returned to
Europe and won a world title in Switzerland.

Demonstrators march in support of the Israeli Olympic team
a n d d e m a n d a n e n d t o t h e G a m e s (G e t t y)

The biggest problem with my “borrowed” ID card should have
been that I looked nothing like Dave Bedford. The only
concession to any vague similarity was that he’d recently had his
long ropes of hair cut oﬀ, but he’d gotten a jet-black crop
whereas mine was ginger; and while I was clean-shaven, he had a
Zapata moustache.
In all the times I went in and out of the Village, even after the
massacre, no one looked closely enough to detect the obvious
diﬀerence. And the final occasion was the most extraordinary.
Following the muted closing ceremony, I went for a drink with
friends somewhere near the warm-up track at the back of the
Village. Following the massacre, all but the main gates to the
Village were closed early, and when I left the bar late, I had a
couple of kilometres diversion to get to the front gate. With

either the insouciance of youth or the crass stupidity of the
inebriated, I approached the guard on the inside of the back
gate, proﬀered my fake ID and since I spoke little or no German
and he no English, I indicated I might climb over. He nodded
instantly, and I began to clamber over the roughly eight-foot
high gate. While I was astride the top, a squad of the soldiers
who had been introduced after the massacre marched into view,
doing one of their security rounds of the Village. I froze on top
of the gate, suddenly very sober, but seeing the guard waiting for
my descent, the troop never even broke stride, and were soon
gone.
Three delegations – Egypt, Algeria and Philippines – left
Munich early, along with several individual competitors. Jos
Hermens was the Netherlands’ equivalent of Dave Bedford,
another long-distance runner whose obsessive and excessive
training resulted in world records prior to enforced retirement
due to extensive injuries. Hermens is now head of one of the
world’s most successful athletes’ agencies. He had competed in
the 10,000 metres earlier in the Games, but left before the 5000
metres final. Apart from flying visits, neither Hermens nor
myself, now an established Fleet Street athletics writer, had
been back to Munich until the European Championships there
in 2002. An Israeli team was also there, since for continuing
political reasons, they are not accepted in Asian competition.
On the final day of the championships, there was a ceremony of
remembrance, attended by survivors of the attack, and by
relatives, wives and children of the assassinated. Few will have
noticed the strategically placed scarf on the stone memorial to
the dead, covering the name of the German policeman who
perished. “It’s quite simple,” said Hermens after the ceremony,
“we were invited to a party, and someone comes to the party and
shoots people, how can you stay?”
Hermens was also scathing about Brundage’s speech. “He never
mentioned the Israelis the day after. I was literally sick; I threw
up in disgust.” But he was one of the few; athletes have a way of
compartmentalising events which don’t fit into their worldview,
which is to say, training regimes. I suspect that, had Tokyo 2020

not been postponed, many athletes would have been prepared to
go and risk their own safety; and the lives of others. Indeed,
that’s exactly what did happen when the Games were held a year
later – against the wishes of a majority of Japanese, according to
opinion polls – in the middle of another upsurge in the
pandemic, in July/August 2021.
Pat Butcher is an author and a former Fleet Street athletics
correspondent for 30 years. His latest book is ‘Quicksilver, The
Mercurial Emil Zátopek’; available at GlobeRunner
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YouTube can’t save us from
our white goods wipeout
After a litany of fails, Kate Hughes hit the A303 in search of a
used dishwasher in a bid to cut down on her electronic waste

A t h i r d o f u s a r e n o w b u y i n g s u s t a i n a b lee d o m e s t i c a p p lii a n c e s ( G e t t y / i S t o c k )

It’s the fourth time I’ve done this journey in three months – a
100 mile-ish, multiple-hour round trip to pick up a used
dishwasher and cart it back home. I reckon I could drive this
part of the A303 in my sleep.

I now know I pass several big electrical department stores on the
way, with their rows of new, warranty-supported versions of the
same thing. But no, that would be too easy. The UK has a
massive electronic waste problem – this much we know. We’re
the biggest chuckers-out of e-waste in the EU.
That conjures up images of mountains of mobile phones and
monitors, laptops and tablets, with all their precious metals and
other useful commodities. But half the nation’s e-waste is white
goods, so the dystopian piles are equally as likely to comprise
fridges and freezers, washing machines, tumble dryers – and
those dishwashers.
We don’t buy new stuﬀ. Unless we’re talking pants, mattresses
or lightbulbs. (Second-hand lightbulbs. Not a thing.)
So when the dishwasher packed up the first time, we spent two
days on the kitchen floor trying to fix it – one eye sceptically on
a YouTube video or twelve, and the other on the internal organs
of the machine, which naturally bore no resemblance to any of
the images. After replacing three diﬀerent bits, with no luck, we
gave up, stripped out the useful bits, heaved the rest to the back
door to reluctantly send to the recycling centre, and scoured
Marketplace and eBay for a reliable-looking replacement.
Oﬀ down the A303 I went. The “new” one lasted two weeks
before the spinny, water-flinging thing packed up. This is
undoubtedly the downside of the second-hand electricals
market. Unless the item is professionally refurbished with
warranties to say so, reliability is only based on what some bloke
just outside Wincanton tells you as he tries to oﬄoad said item
from the pavement before the neighbours complain or the
council fines him.
Spinny water flinging thing was duly replaced, twice, but still
nothing.

A third of us – around 14 million consumers – are
now buying sustainable domestic appliances as a
priority to combat plastic waste

I don’t think you or I need or want to explore the details of the
litany of subsequent fails. I’m starting to think I must have some
sort of disruptive magnetic field that kills oﬀ electrical goods as
soon as I go near them. Either that or there’s a problem with the
plumbing.
This was and still isn’t going well, even in a household
containing a mechanical engineer with the skills and tools to
pull stuﬀ apart and have a hope of getting it back together.
YouTube is a patchy resource at best, and nobody in an out-oftown warehouse full of gleaming new items is going to take the
time to help you not buy whatever they’re selling.
The right-to-repair legislation now apparently embedded in our
consumer rights and the obligations of the retail electrical
industry seems to have changed little.
Elsewhere though, there are glimmers of change in what has
long been a series of subconscious buying decisions from
brands, which are at best opaque about the impact of their
production processes, repairability and, eventually, how easy
they are to strip down for spares, the removal of poisonous gases
in the case of fridges and freezers, and the separation of useful,
even highly valuable materials.
Research out this week shows more than 17 million of us are
now turning our backs on big brands as we search for more

sustainable – if still new – products when their next round of
domestic appliance purchasing comes round. A third of us –
around 14 million consumers – are now buying sustainable
domestic appliances as a priority to combat plastic waste and
their general carbon footprint, according to Lupe Technology.
Meanwhile, a small regiment of defunct dishwashers is now
lined up expectantly by the back door, we’ve hurtled through a
big chunk of electricity on an appliance tour of the southwest,
even if it has come from solar, and we’re still washing up by
hand, with its ineﬃciently high level of water use.
So much for reducing consumption.
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IBIZA IS BACK
Europe’s clubbers seem ready to relive the days when
nobody had ever heard of Covid-19, reports Thomas Rogers

A f u ll d a n c e f lo
o o r a t t h e o p e n i n g o f t h e P a c h a Ib
b i z a n i g h t c lu
u b , w i t h a c a p a c i t y o f 3 , 9 0 0 p e o p lee , o n
3 0 A p r i l (G e t t y)

As the sun is setting over Ibiza, the party at Ushuaïa is just
hitting its stride. Nearly 8,000 people have gathered at the
outdoor megaclub for the beginning of the island’s first clubbing
season in three years, and the crowd seems intent on making up
for lost time.

While Artbat, a Ukrainian DJ duo, plays a high-octane blend of
house and techno, the dancers heave around the club’s large
pool, cheered on by guests from the overlooking hotel balconies.
In the VIP section, a parade of staﬀ carrying sparklers announce
that a high-paying guest has just purchased another pricey bottle
of Champagne.
Sipping a drink at the bar, Mina Mallet, a heavily tattooed 25year-old finance worker from Zurich, says that the reopening of
Ibiza’s clubs marks the end of a diﬃcult and tedious period in
Europe. “It means a new beginning: for enjoying life, enjoying
our freedom and getting wasted,” she said. “I actually think
people are going harder than before.”
After more than two years of uncertainty for nightclubs,
governments across Europe have gradually dropped many of
their pandemic restrictions over the last few months, allowing
clubs to reopen with a sense of relative stability for the first time
in two years.
In many countries, including Spain, Germany and Britain,
governments now allow clubs to welcome visitors without any
vaccine checks, masks or distancing requirements. And
although the pandemic is not yet over, and a new variant could
appear anytime to spoil the fun, Europe’s clubbers seem ready to
relive the days when nobody had ever heard of Covid.
The return of the clubs has come as a relief to many workers in
the nightlife sector, which has been especially hard-hit. Before
the pandemic, 45 per cent of the gross domestic product in the
Balearic Islands, which include Ibiza, came from tourism, for
which clubbing is a major draw. In the first half of last year,
tourist spending in Ibiza and the nearby island of Formentera
was less than one-third of pre-pandemic levels, according to the
Statistical Institute of the Balearic Islands.

C r o w d s o u r c i n g : p e o p lee a r e t r a v e llii n g t o t h e S p a n i s h i s laa n d
a g a i n (G e t t y )

Ocio de Ibiza, a local nightlife association, estimates that 30,000
people travelled to Ibiza on a recent weekend to go to the clubs,
a number on par with a pre-pandemic opening weekend. Sanjay
Nandi, the chief executive of the group that runs Pacha
nightclub, says advance ticket sales have surpassed those of
previous years. Of the island’s major clubs, only one, Privilege,
does not yet have plans to reopen this summer.
“I know we are very lucky,” Nandi says, explaining that, like
other clubs, Pacha had received help from Spain’s government
in the form of a furlough programme for staﬀ. The company also
received a loan of €18m (£15m) from the government’s
Recapitalisation Fund for pandemic-hit businesses, and it was
able to get some revenue through its constellation of restaurants
and other venues. Nandi says that the size of Ibiza’s major clubs
– whose capacities range from around 3,000 to 7,800 – and their
associated political clout allows them to weather the pandemic
better than smaller venues. “Being bigger helps,” he says.
Other clubs in Europe have been less fortunate. According to
France24, the French broadcaster, 200 clubbing venues in the
country have permanently closed because of the pandemic. A
survey released in October by the Night Time Industries
Association, a British lobbying group, found that 22 per cent of
the city’s clubs had shut since the pandemic started.

S o l o m u n DJ i n g a t a p a c k e d P a c h a I b i z a (G e t t y)

Amy Lamé, London’s night czar, a city hall oﬃcial charged with
liaising between nightlife businesses and city authorities, says
that the city is still doing its own assessment of the damage
done. Although the British government gave relief grants to
venues, she says, the country’s unpredictable public health
measures, “which sometimes changed from one day to the next”,
have posed a particular challenge.
Lamé adds that the city has also provided targeted aid to what
she describes as the most “vulnerable” venues, including
LGBT+ clubs. These grants mean that all of London’s LGBT+
clubs survived the pandemic, she says. “If we lose those kinds of
venues, we lose part of the essence of London,” Lamé says.
Perhaps the most ambitious measures to protect the clubbing
sector have been taken in Berlin, another European clubbing
capital where nightlife is recognised as a key driver of the city
economy. According to a 2018 study by the Berlin Club
Commission, tourists visiting the German capital for its club
scene contributed approximately $1.7bn to the city’s economy.

D a n c e r s p u t o n m a k e -u
up backstage to perform at the Pacha
(G e t t y )

As well as oﬀering financial aid for small and large businesses
during the pandemic, German oﬃcials classified clubs as
cultural venues, allowing them to access a €2bn fund meant for
institutions such as museums and theatres. In Berlin, extra
emergency funding was also made available for closed clubs.
Kyle Van Horn, the managing director of Trauma Bar und Kino,
a Berlin club and arts venue, says the pandemic was a turning
point in the way oﬃcials have treated clubs. “I think there was a
change from the side of the government; they are finally seeing
us as relevant contributors to society,” he says.
Lutz Leichsenring, a Club Commission spokesperson, says that
thanks to the support, no Berlin clubs closed as a direct result of
pandemic restrictions. “The aid money was done in a very welltargeted way,” he says. He explains that the pandemic had
vindicated years-long eﬀorts by Berlin’s clubbing industry to
mobilise as a political force. “We were very well networked as a
sector,” he says.
And perhaps inevitably, the social changes of the past two years
are also making themselves felt on the dance floor. Steven
Braines, a co-founder of He.She.They, a London-based record
label and event company organising LGBT+-inclusive parties at
Ibiza’s Amnesia megaclub this season, said club organisers were
now more focused on expanding gender and racial diversity
among the acts they booked, which he said was partly a result of

the heightened international visibility of movements like
#MeToo and Black Lives Matter during the pandemic.
Braines adds that he sensed that men “maybe aren’t as
predatorial anymore on the dance floor”. Club culture would be
reshaped, he says, by a cohort of 18- to 20-year-olds who were
now visiting clubs for the first time, and who had less experience
with drugs and alcohol.
One night, some of these newcomers are gathering outside
Amnesia, on a highway outside Ibiza’s largest town. “I had just
turned 18 when the pandemic happened, and everyone told me
that I had lost the best years of going out,” says Sebastian Ochoa,
20, who works in social media in Madrid. “When I go out at
home, there’s a limit, but here there’s the party, the after-party,
the after-after-party. I’m here to make up for lost time.”
This article oriǀnally appeared in ‘The New York Times’
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CALL TO ACTION
Katherine Jones on the best books about the climate crisis

Well, here we are – more than two years into the pandemic. No
one wants to be the bearer of more bad news but, while we were
at home, the climate emergency did not stop. In fact, we now
know that the fall in carbon emissions is likely to have had very
little eﬀect on overall climate goals.

Instead, during the “Great Pause”, we witnessed the second
hottest year on record, apocalyptic wildfires spread throughout
Australia and California, hurricanes hit Central America and the
Gulf Coast, and the volume of Arctic sea ice reached a record
low. Biodiversity is still in freefall, deforestation is on the rise,
and we aren’t anywhere near close enough to meeting the
modest carbon targets of the Paris Agreement.
But enough is enough. Progress doesn’t come from focusing on
the problems – it comes from awareness that leads to solutions.
And recently, we’ve had plenty of those too. From innovation in
renewable energy, to promises to ban the sale of diesel and
petrol cars by 2030, to a surge of spending to protect natural
ecosystems – could it be that we’re making tracks to turn this
around?
The only way to know is to arm yourself and self-educate.
Because with pressure comes greenwashing, and this year you’re
going to be hearing from plenty of companies and politicians
who claim to have ecological wellbeing at heart.
We’ve rounded up our eight favourite books to help widen your
perspective and deepen your knowledge of where we are now,
and where we need to go to fix the climate crisis.

‘B
Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientifi
ficc
Knowledge, and the Teachings of Plants’ by Robin Wall

Kimmerer: £8.99, Blackwells
Robyn Wall Kimmerer’s 2013 bestseller has gained a lot of
popularity in recent years thanks to heartfelt reviews from
across the world. Sharing her evocative perspective as a botanist
and a member of the Citizen Potawatomi Nation, Wall
Kimmener is informed by both western science and the
teachings of her indigenous ancestors.
This makes for some deliciously entrapping descriptions that
reframe our relationship with life on this planet and explain how
western perspectives that have dominated decades of
“development” are missing out on something fundamental.
Discover what everyone is talking about and get lost inside a
delectable world that will encourage compassion and curiosity
for everything that nature provides.
Buy now

‘This Changes Everything’ by Naomi Klein: £11.09, Wordery
You may have heard of Shock Doctrine and No Logo, but it’s in
This Changes Everything that Naomi Klein really gets to the crux
of the defining issue of our time. Sharing how we don’t have a
carbon problem, but a capitalism problem, Klein exposes the
myths in the climate debate, and explains how we already know

how to do things like get away from fossil fuels – the problem is
that it disturbs our thirst for endless economic growth.
If you’re craving a deeper fix and an explanation of what real
systems change could look like, this is it. This Changes
Everything takes you all the way through the problem to land on
real-life examples of how humanity is rising to the challenge – all
across the world.
Buy now

‘Small is Beautiful: A Study of Economics aass iiff People Mattered’
by Ernst F Schumacher: £8.07, Wordery
The original eco-bible, Small is Beautiful paved the way for
today’s books on environmentalism and micro-economics.
Schumacher’s detailed collection of essays was published in
1973, right when the energy crisis hit, and has become evermore relevant since. His straightforward message is that we
must stop mindless consumption and “gigantism”, and build our
economic systems around communities, not corporations.
This book is the perfect introduction to environmental politics
and economics for someone who has never read anything of the
sort. Small is Beautiful will open your eyes to why masseverything was never a good idea and why, decade after decade,

our inclination for small, people-centred systems is something
we have to start listening to if we want to survive.
Buy now

‘The End of Nature’ by Bill McKibben: £5.19, World of Books
McKibben’s classic work on the environmental crisis makes a
passionate plea for a fundamental philosophical shift in the way
we relate to nature. He outlines how we need to stop seeing
nature as this romantic force, independent of humans. Once it
was, but now our imprint on the natural world is so strong that
our need to take action is fundamental for survival. If you still
need to convince a friend or relative that climate change is real, I
would start here. Detailed science through a powerful soulful
lens, The End of Nature is our manual for change.
Buy now

‘All We Can Save’ by Ayana Elizabeth JJo
ohnson aan
nd K
Kaatharine K
Wilkinson: £16.79, Wordery
This 2020 collection of essays came at just the right point.
Bringing together a diverse collection of women’s voices –
scientists, journalists, farmers, lawyers, teachers – the book
highlights how women are leading the fight against the climate
crisis, but still not enough of us are in leadership.
The book manages to address serious topics with the love and
compassion that we so desperately need and actually leaves the
reader feeling hopeful, which seems like a rarity these days.
Read this book and you’ll gain a spectrum of ideas and insights
on how we can radically reshape society and move forward on a
path towards all that we can save.
Buy now

‘Drawdown: The Most Comprehensive Plan E
Ev
ver Proposed tto
o
Reverse Global Warming’ by Paul Hawken: £15.57, Blackwells
In the face of climate doom and fear-spreading, Drawdown is
the manual to read and reread to arm yourself with tangible data.
The book is the culmination of a project led by activist and
entrepreneur Paul Hawken, which started in 2013 and has since
brought together more than 65 researchers from across the
globe with 128 experts in climate, sustainability, academia, and
business.
From commonly known solutions such as using solar energy in
cities, to those more nuanced and with a social basis, this book
lays out 100 solutions to help us reach “drawdown” – the point
in time when greenhouse gases in the atmosphere peak and
begin to decline. This run-through will make you feel supersmart and empowered, and provides plenty of material to share
in those diﬃcult conversations with sceptics and apathists.
Buy now

‘The Uninhabitable Earth: Life After Warming’ by David
Wallace-W
Wells: £8.34, Blackwells
Feel like you need to go to the depths of what is happening and
what is to come? Look no further. The Uninhabitable Earth reads
as a travelogue of the near future, explaining how the lives of
billions of humans are changing and will continue to change –
drastically. It shows head-on how our anxieties about things like
rising sea levels barely scratch the surface.
This frank and unapologetic wake-up call skips the scientific
jargon and delivers the facts in urgent, elegant prose that
explains how what’s coming will cause an all-encompassing shift
in politics, culture, sense of history – everything. With the first
line, “It is, worse, much worse, than you think,” this book is not
exactly easy reading. However, what it is good for is shaking us
out of complacency to understand the eﬀect that our lifestyle is
having – now.
Buy now

‘Doughnut Economics: Seven Ways to Think Like a 21stCentury Economist’ by Kate Raworth: £7.99, World o
off Books
Another person-centred account of microeconomics to add to
the list, Doughnut Economics is the heralded work of Oxford
academic Kate Raworth. It explains how conventional
economics has left us with a system that leaves billions stuck in
poverty at one end, and endless environmental destruction at
the other.
Instead, Raworth’s proposed “doughnut” represents the
sweetest system, where it’s possible to meet all of our needs
without exhausting the planet. She explains that while we need
practical and political reform, we also need a new economic
system to make sure that things doesn’t happen again. Read on
for an accessible, relatable account that relays academic thinking
back to everyday lives and communities.
Buy now

The verdict
While we should cover all bases and get a holistic understanding
of the science, economics and social change needed to avoid
climate catastrophe– if we don’t reframe the relationship we
have with the natural world – will we ever really fix this?

Braiding Sweetgrass by Robin Wall Kimmerer is our number one
choice for bringing the reader back to the root cause of climate
change – the notion that humans and nature are two separate
things. Go ahead and pore through the pages, see if it doesn’t
make you crave a sustainable future where biodiversity begins to
rise, everyone has access to clean water, and we grow food in a
way that repairs ecosystems and strengthens communities.
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When will National Express
resume pre-Covid services?

S o m e o f t h e b u s c o m p a n y ’s r o u t e s m ay n e v e r r e a p p e a r ( N a t i o n a l E x p r e s s)

Q I’ve been asking, if not pleading, with National Express for
many months now as to when they’ll be running full services
again. For example, their Lichfield to Sheﬃeld service hasn’t
been running since pre-pandemic. All their social media tells me
it’s much the same for other services but they won’t give me a

straight answer as to why they still aren’t running or when they
will be. Can you get any more sense from them?
Melissa 2103
A All privately run and funded transport providers (which
includes National Express and Megabus) have endured an
absolutely terrible pandemic. Their mission – to provide safe,
economical transportation within the UK – was completely
undermined during large parts of the past two years. Unlike
train operators, they were not handed £1m per hour to keep
largely empty services running. So I’m not at all surprised to see
that it’s taking time for National Express to reestablish all the
old links, and it may well be that some never reappear.
During the pandemic instead of companies exiting the market,
the entire long-distance coach industry has actually become
even more competitive, with the extremely well-funded FlixBus
moving in on key inter-city routes. As a consequence, many of
the links that might previously have been operated on a breakeven basis (or even at a modest loss) are simply no longer
sustainable.
Fortunately for the good people of southeast Staﬀordshire who
need to reach Sheﬃeld and the rest of south Yorkshire:
CrossCountry runs frequent, well-subsidised trains direct from
Tamworth – or you can hop on a local bus to Burton upon Trent
and pick up the train there. Booking a month ahead, I am seeing
plenty of Advance ticket availability from Tamworth to Sheﬃeld
(a rail journey of under an hour) for £21.30, which can be
reduced by one-third for railcard holders.
Email your question to s@hols.tv or tweet @simoncalder
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BIRTHDAYS

R i c h a r d M a d e l e y t u r n s 6 6 t o d a y ( PA )

Sir Crispin Agnew of Lochnaw Bt , explorer, genealogist, and
Albany Herald Extraordinary, 78; Allan Ball, screenwriter,
director and producer, 65; Frances Barber, actor, 64; Baroness
Rosie Boycott, journalist and food campaigner, 71; Jo
oe Brown,
actor and singer, 81; Natalie Cassidy, actor, 38; Stephen
Colbert, comedian and television host, 58; Eileen Diss, theatre
and television set designer, 91; Lena Dunham, actor and writer,

36; Dr Jane Glover, conductor and music director, Music of the
Baroque, 73;
Alison Goldfrapp, singer and songwriter, 56; Mark Heap, actor,
65; David Hill, conductor and musical director, The Bach Choir,
65; Kathleen Jamie, poet and essayist, 60; Harvey Keitel, actor,
83; Jonathan Klein, co-founder and chairman, Getty Images, 62;
Carrie Lam, Chief Executive of Hong Kong, 65; Andrea
Leadsom MP, 59; Eric Lewis, pianist, 49; Tasmin Little,
ohnny Logan (Sean Sherrard), singer-songwriter,
violinist, 57; Jo
68;
Romelu Lukaku, footballer, 29; Richard Madeley, radio and
television broadcaster, 66; Natalie Massenet, founder, Net-APorter, and former chair, British Fashion Council, 57; Armistead
Maupin, novelist, 78; Sccott Morrison, prime minister of
Australia, 54; Samantha Morton, actor, 45; Robert Pattinson,
actor, 36; Dennis Rodman, broadcaster and former basketball
player, 61; Selina Scott, television presenter, 71; Paul Thompson,
drummer (Roxy Music), 71; Zoe Wanamaker , actor, 73; Stevie
Wonder (Stevland Morris), singer-songwriter and multiinstrumentalist, 72.
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EYEBROW COMEDY
Geoﬀrey Rush will star in the biopic ‘Raised Eyebrows’,
which tackles the devilish side of Groucho Marx, but
Geoﬀrey Macnab is just happy to remember a comedy great

A r t o f t h e i n s u l t : t h e re w a s re l i s h i n t h e w ay G ro u c h o u s e d t o t o r m e n t Ma rg a re t D u m o n t i n t h e
M a r x B r o t h e r s m o v i e s ( P a r a m o u n t / K o b a l// S h u t t e r s t o c k )

When he was riled, the comedian Groucho Marx would resort to
extreme measures. After the salacious gossip and scandal
magazine Confidential wrote an intrusive story about his private

life, he responded by firing oﬀ a severe letter to the editors:
“Gentlemen: if you continue to publish slanderous pieces about
me, I shall feel compelled to cancel my subscription.”
Once Groucho was asked for his opinion about a Broadway show
he hadn’t much enjoyed. What did he think? “I’d rather not say,”
he replied. “I saw it under bad conditions – the curtain was up.”
This, then, wasn’t a man to take lightly. He was indeed seriously
funny. His image endures. All a cartoonist needs to evoke
Groucho is a moustache, a cigar and a pair of spectacles. Some of
his one-liners have outlived him, too. “I wouldn’t want to belong
to a club that will have me as a member,” is one piece of Marxian
wisdom still often cited today.
Some 45 years after his death, Groucho (1890-1977) will soon be
back on screen. Oscar-winning Australian star Geoﬀrey Rush
has signed up to play him in Oren Moverman’s new biopic,
Raised Eyebrows, based on Steve Stoliar’s memoir, Raised
Eyebrows: My Years Inside Grouch’s House. Sienna Miller is costarring as Erin Fleming, the younger woman who became
Groucho’s secretary, companion and manager – but was later
accused of embezzling from him. Outside her relationship with
Groucho, which is believed to have been platonic, Fleming is
best known for her cameo in the 1972 comedy, Everything You
Always Wanted to Know About Sex* (*But Were Afraid to Ask),
directed by fervent Groucho Marx fan, Woody Allen.
The project, which will be presented to potential distributors
and financiers in Cannes next week, tells of how a starstruck
young Marx Brothers fan went to work for Groucho as his
personal secretary during the comedian’s final years in the early
1970s. Stoliar had grown up watching the films made by the
siblings (Zeppo, Harpo and Chico as well as Groucho) who had
been among the most popular comedy stage acts in America in
the 1920s before becoming equally big in movies during the
early talkie era.
Rush, who played another equally complex and mercurial figure
in The Life and Death of Peter Sellers (2004), is still the actor
filmmakers turn to first when they want to tell multi-layered
stories about troubled comedians. It remains to be seen, though,

whether he will be able to capture the quicksilver charm that
Groucho showed on screen. The comedian in the book Raised
Eyebrows is a mere husk of the figure that fans remember from
films and TV shows. By the time Stoliar met him, Groucho was
already in his eighties and in very poor health. Traces of his old
wit remained but he was physically and mentally frail. His
brothers had died and his old friends were passing away one by
one. He’d even had to give up his cigars for health reasons.
Director Overman told trade paper Deadline how “excited” he
was about “bringing Groucho back to the movies”. However, it’s
a very morbid way to get him back on screen. Most fans would
far, far rather see him in his wisecracking pomp than as a sickly
old man in his declining years.
The New York-born comedian was witty, acerbic, quick on his
feet and always ready to ad lib – one reason why he enjoyed a
successful late career on radio and TV quizzes and chat shows
long after all those Marx Brothers movie classics had stopped
being shown in cinemas.
Groucho and his brothers were pushed into showbusiness by
their mother. They began their careers primarily as vaudeville
singers. In 1912, their performance at the Opera House in
Nacogdoches County, Texas, was interrupted by a man running
into the theatre, shouting about a runaway mule and creating a
huge commotion. Everyone seemed far more interested in the
mule than they were in the performance on stage. The brothers
were so exasperated that they started haranguing the spectators.
It was when the spectators began to laugh that they realised that
they might have stumbled on comedy gold.

‘ M o n k e y B u s i n e s s ’ : G r o u c h o M a r x a n d T h e l m a To d d i n t h e
1931 film (Paramount/Kobal/Shutterstock)

Groucho was the driving force when it came to the siblings
creating comic mayhem. He was also a complex and
contradictory man. In the early 1960s, he corresponded with the
author and poet TS Eliot. The patrician writer of The Waste
Land and the Jewish comedian had a strong mutual admiration
in spite of coming from such radically diﬀerent backgrounds –
and in spite of Eliot’s anti-Semitism.
Author Lee Siegel claimed that the comedian would far rather
have been a literary figure than an entertainer. “Groucho was
driven by shame about his lack of formal education, having
dropped out of school in the seventh grade. He had also been
traumatised by catching gonorrhoea from a prostitute while on
the road at the age of 15,” Siegel wrote about him.
Groucho may not have been to college but he was smart and had
a love of words. His repartee enabled him to duck personal
prying. It was a way of deflecting attention. “Groucho” wasn’t
his real name (he was actually called Julius Henry Marx) but was
a key component of his carefully constructed comic persona.
Even his moustache was painted on. In one of the great
metamorphoses in US showbusiness history, the boy who had
grown up in relative poverty in a crowded household on New
York’s Upper East Side somehow managed to transform himself

into the urbanely subversive, wisecracking figure who runs
amok in the Marx Brothers movies. Groucho was the son of a
tailor whose income, as he wrote in his autobiography, “hovered
between 18 dollars a week and nothing.” He, though, became a
millionaire.
There was a devilish relish in the way
Groucho used to torment the
matronly Margaret Dumont in those
classic Marx Brothers movies, like a
quick-witted fisherman harpooning a
whale. “He developed the insult into
an art form,” The New York Times
wrote in its obituary of the comedian.
Whenever he encountered anyone
pompous, his immediate instinct was
O p e r a b u f f s : ( f r o m lee f t )
Groucho, Zeppo, Chico
to go on the attack. His humour,
and, with his harp, Harpo
though, was never really cruel – or, at M a r x
(G r a n g e r / S h u t t e r s t o c k )
least, it never sounded cruel. He’d
make outrageously oﬀensive remarks in a blandly understated,
throwaway fashion that obscured their meaning. With his raised
eyebrows and half-smile, he always seemed more benign than
malicious.
In the late 1960s and early 1970s, during the counterculture era,
the Marx Brothers enjoyed a revival as a younger generation
warmed to their oﬀbeat humour and irreverence. They had an
appeal that other screen comedians from the golden age lacked.
You’ll find none of the sentimentality in A Night at the Opera or
A Day at the Races that some viewers find hard to stomach in,
say, Charles Chaplin’s work.
Groucho’s reputation as one of America’s greatest comedians
still endures. However, the Marx Brothers’ films have slipped
from view. They’re not shown on mainstream TV as frequently
as they once were. Their anarchic surrealism ought to chime
with viewers today. Groucho’s relentless anti-authoritarianism
will never date. Nonetheless, the films have elements that might
make contemporary audiences uncomfortable. Harpo Marx,
who never speaks on screen, may look beatific when he is

playing the harp but he also behaves a bit like a sex pest, chasing
women around while hooting a horn at them. Groucho’s
innuendo-ridden one-liners don’t go down as easily as they once
did. “But that’s bigamy,” he is told when he proposes marriage to
two women at once in Animal Crackers (1930). “Yes, and it’s big
of me too. It is big of all of us. Let’s be big for a change!” he
instantly replies.
The glory of the Marx Brothers, though, is that they are both
goofy and sophisticated, innocent and risque. Their movies are
full of very funny, very juvenile, slapstick but they also have
storylines and gags written by such respected authors and
humourists as Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright George S
Kaufman and the Oscar-winning SJ Perelman.
Geoﬀrey Rush in Moverman’s new movie is bound to show the
darker side of the comedian – the anguished, conflicted man
behind Hollywood’s most famous moustache – but if the new
film reminds audiences even a little of Groucho’s genius, that’s a
good enough excuse for it to be made anyway.
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Italy’s got (Euro)vision
The country’s musical landscape has changed for the better
over the past five years, as Roisin O’Connor explores

Itt r a n k s a m o n g t h e t o p 1 0 c o u n t r i e s w i t h t h e b i g g e s t g lo
o b a l m u s i c s h a r e (G e t t y / T h e
In
ndependent)

Barely a decade ago, Italian radio stations were time machines.
Tune in and you’d be treated to classic songs by past greats such
as Renato Carosone and Jimmy Fontana, or perhaps a saccharine
pop ballad by Tiziano Ferro. Today, the country’s music
landscape couldn’t be more diﬀerent.

It started with Eurovision. In 2019, Italian delegate Mahmood
narrowly missed out on first place (much to the chagrin of his
fans). He’d captivated audiences with his original song “Soldi”,
which blended hip-hop beats with nods to his Egyptian heritage.
It was a superb riposte to the far-right naysayers who’d
questioned the 26-year-old’s shock win at Sanremo – the Italian
competition that decides that year’s Eurovision contestant.
Despite protests from figures such as former deputy prime
minister Matteo Salvini, Mahmood excelled on the global stage,
while “Soldi” topped the charts in four countries.
Two years later, it was Maneskin’s turn. Outrageous and
flamboyant, the rock band wielded a volcanic stage presence
that sent tremors around the world long before rehearsals got
underway. Their song “Zitti e Buoni” was a guitar-grinding,
head-banging track that made them Eurovision champions last
May. Less than a year later, Variety was crediting them with
reviving rock’n’roll in the US.
Maneskin and Mahmood are just two cases of how breaking
tradition has done Italy the world of good. “The Italian music
scene has changed enormously in the last five years,” Nur Al
Habash, music journalist and founder of Italia Music Export,
tells me. “Our charts used to be dominated by established pop
legends such as Laura Pausini or Tiziano Ferro – artists who
started their career in the Nineties or even earlier – and
successfully resisted market trends for almost 20 years. And
then, in a matter of months, they all got surpassed by a new
generation of rap and trap artists.” Italy’s music landscape is now
dominated by these acts – Sfera Ebbasta, Ghali, Capo Plaza,
Rondodasosa, Madame, Anna – who are attracting attention in
the UK, US, and rest of Europe. “If you’re a rock fan looking for
the next Maneskin, I’m sorry to say those guys are kind of
unique in our music scene,” Al Habash says.

More good news is that, finally, a new generation of
young female artists is taking the stage

The genre that is thriving the most in Italy is undoubtedly rap.
Al Habash cites a “massive amount” of up-and-coming drill and
trap-influenced acts emerging from all corners of Italy, often
incorporating their music with regional influences. “More good
news is that, finally, a new generation of young female artists is
taking the stage,” says Al Habash, who is a member of
shesaid.so, a community of women and gender minorities
working in the music industry. “In a few years’ time, I believe we
will have a long list of impressive female hitmakers.”
As of 2021, Italy now ranks among the top 10 countries with the
biggest global music share, muscling up against heavyweights
including the US, Japan, Canada and France. Al Habash credits a
younger audience becoming the market’s majority for this
uptick: “People listening to music, buying records and attending
gigs are now mainly under 30.” Meanwhile, artists who once
would have been confined to the underground circuit are getting
snapped up by major labels.
“After years of domination by talent shows providing the
mainstream with new artists, there has been a shift of (former)
indie/rock artists approaching the world of pop music and TV,”
says Anna Zo, operative director of Linecheck Music Meeting
and Festival in Milan. “People with grassroots and independent
spirit have finally realised that it might take mainstream
exposure to reach enough people to make a decent living of it”.

She says the shift to streaming has helped to solve what was
once a huge piracy problem in Italy, and success is also thanks to
some of the bigger organisations realising that wider grassroots
teams often play a part in an artist’s success. “They provide
those teams – managers, agents, smaller labels – with the cash
they need to make things happen, instead of signing artists away
or splitting up teams,” she says. “There are also plenty of new
small and medium festivals following the more established ones
[with] an independent approach to live music.”
Leading the charge are festivals such as Ypsigrock, which takes
place in the picturesque medieval town of Castelbuono, Sicily.
Its organisers have made a habit of never booking the same act
twice, and to date have hosted artists from overseas including
The National, Fat White Family, Bipolar Sunshine, Fontaines
DC and Let’s Eat Grandma. But what it prides itself in is
promoting homegrown talent with an international appeal. “It’s
unusual to experience a festival with established artists, like The
National or this year The Flaming Lips, alongside new artists in
a small but characterful setting such as ours,” says Ypsigrock
organiser Vincenzo Barreca. In recent years, the festival has
seen a younger demographic attending, along with curious
international music fans. “Festivals like ours, which have a
positive [global] tastemaker reputation are instrumental [in
introducing local] talent to international artists, media, industry,
and of course the audience… so Italian artists are embedded in a
natural international context,” Barreca’s colleague, Gianfranco
Raimondo says.

San Marino Eurovision delegate Achille Lauro (EBU/Corinne
Cumming)

Now, in 2022, Italy is serving up fierce competition with not one
but two Italian acts. Duo Mahmood and Blanco are representing
the country with their poignant ballad “Brividi” (“Chills”), while
Italian artist Achille Lauro is this year’s entry for San Marino.
Already well-established in his home country, Lauro has
demonstrated a departure from his usual breezy pop-rock sound.
Titled “Stripper”, it goes heavy on the singer’s breathy rock
vocals, chugging riﬀs and an all-out chorus that pays tribute to
Eighties hair bands.
Unlike the UK, which frequently sends complete unknowns as
our representatives, Italy knows what makes the Eurovision
audience tick. Its contestants tend to be pros when it comes to
both live performances and the recording studio – not to
mention they already have an army of adoring fans ready to
cheer them on. Clearly, there’s something in the San Pellegrino.
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Mud without the larks
A reliable cast is outshone by the brooding backdrop in this
sullen adaptation of ‘The Essex Serpent’, writes Nick Hilton

S n a k e s o n t h e b r a i n : C l a i r e D a n e s a n d To m H i d d l e s t o n g o f o s s i l -h
h u n t i n g (A p p l e)

★★★☆☆
The Essex Serpent might sound like something you’d unwittingly
encounter at the urinals of the Be At One in Chelmsford but,
from the first moments of this adaptation of Sarah Perry’s
acclaimed 2016 novel, it’s clear this is something very diﬀerent.

This is Essex at its most primal: a gloomy, ominous landscape
that, pulled back to this late-19th-century setting, feels trapped
in the mists of prehistory. In short, a far cry from Gemma
Collins.
Cora Seaborne (Claire Danes), a strikingly independent woman
of newly acquired means (thanks to the death of her villainous
husband), leaves London for the Essex coast, where strange
rumours of a winged serpent abound. There, she encounters
local vicar Will Ransome (Tom Hiddleston), and witnesses a
society on the brink of collapse, as whispers of the monster
beneath the surface bring about a stand-oﬀ between
Christianity, science, and folkloric tradition.
While Will represents rational religion, in its dying days, Cora is
present at the genesis of scientific understanding. “Natural
history is my passion,” she announces proudly at the funeral of
her brutish spouse. “We must all follow our passions.”
To Essex, then, to follow up sightings of an enormous aquatic
snake that is killing children and dogs, and generally being a
nuisance to the collective sanity of the residents of Aldwinter, a
tiny village on the marshes. “I hope you don’t disapprove of my
coming,” Cora tells Will, as she begins their flirty badinage.
“You’re trying to understand, trying to find the truth; I approve
of that,” Will responds, solemnly.
This friendship – platonic, while Will’s wife Stella (In Bruges’
Clemence Poesy) is in the picture (though she has made the
time-honoured mistake of coughing in a period drama) – is the
crux of The Essex Serpent. Faith versus fact, myth versus history,
fear versus firmness.

The real star of the show is the murky estuary,
where the fog rolls in and the treacherous waters are
cloaked in bad omens and superstition

If these moral tensions aren’t enough for you, viewers are also
treated to a dollop of sexual tension, as the statuesque
protagonists tramp around the Essex countryside, glowing in
the warmth of their newfound friendship and, presumably, how
attractive they are. These puppyish displays don’t go unnoticed
by those around them, in particular by revolutionary surgeon
Luke Garrett (Harry Potter’s Frank Dillane), who is the third
corner in the love triangle, and Cora’s socialist companion
Martha (I, Daniel Blake’s Hayley Squires).
The casting, by and large, doesn’t quite work: Danes lacks the
natural warmth to make Cora’s magnetism feel authentic, while
Poesy and Squires underplay their roles to the point of inertia.
Hiddleston, meanwhile, is plausible as a toﬀ who likes
mudlarking, while Dillane’s hairstyling makes it feel like he
should be singing vocals for Kasabian.
But the performances fade into the background, as the
background comes to the foreground. The real star of the show
is the murky estuary, where the fog rolls in and the treacherous
waters are cloaked in bad omens and superstition. “What are
you hoping to find?” Will asks Cora. “A tangible link to our
past,” she replies, and it’s hard not to agree that this landscape
might be hiding “living fossils”, the remnants of a past that is all
but extinct.

Of course – it should be noted for sceptics of fantasy
programming – this is, to lift the reverend’s words, “an
allegory... There is no serpent in Essex.” Instead, it’s a
psychological portrait of a community on the edge of a nervous
breakdown. The paranoia that blankets the village like a sea mist
is reminiscent of Carol Morley’s The Falling or Arthur Miller’s
The Crucible. With each twist of the fabled serpent’s body, the
pitch of hysteria rises a note.
It’s a shame, therefore, that against this beautiful backdrop, the
human drama never crackles. Directed by Clio Barnard – whose
films, which include The Arbor and Ali & Ava, have established
her as one of Britain’s most interesting filmmakers – the show
seems to forget that, along with all the portentous symbolism,
there needs to be a spark of wit or a flicker of emotional depth.
“The serpent is an invention,” Will proclaims earnestly. “It is a
symptom of the times we live in... of great changes that bring
real fears with them.” But it is the fear of the serpent that the
show grabs by the tail; the existential anxieties of the era prove
altogether more slippery.
‘The Essex Serpent’ is on Apple TV+
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PARALLEL LIVES
‘Everything Everywhere All at Once’ is an ingenious,
nuanced multiverse that simply leaves Marvel in the dust,
writes Clarisse Loughrey, plus a merciless Gaspar Noé

T h e f i lm
m e x i s t s i n t h e o u t e r w i ld
d s o f t h e i m a g i n a t i o n , i n t h e r e a lm
m o f lu
u c i d d r e a m i n g a n d lii m i n a l
s p a c e s (A 2 4)

★★★★★

Dir: Dan Kwan, Daniel Scheinert. Starring: Michelle Yeoh,
Stephanie Hsu, Ke Huy Quan, Jenny Slate, Harry Shum Jr.,
James Hong, Jamie Lee Curtis. 15, 139 minutes.
You wait ages for a multiverse film and then two come along at
once. I’m undecided on whether the decision to chase up
Marvel’s Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of Madness with
Everything Everywhere All at Once – a film grounded in the same
concept of parallel realities, yet made with a fraction of the
budget – is foolhardy or ingenious. Either way, David has shown
Goliath how it’s done. While Marvel executives huddle around
conference tables, braiding together franchises in a grand show
of corporate synergy, here’s a film that really understands what
the infinite might look like.
Everything Everywhere All at Once exists in the outer wilds of the
imagination, in the realm of lucid dreaming and liminal spaces.
It bounces oﬀ familiar representations of altered states, whether
it be The Matrix or the phantasmical films of Michel Gondry,
while feeling entirely unclassifiable. It’s both proudly puerile,
with a running joke about butt plugs, and breathlessly sincere
about the daily toil of intergenerational trauma. That curious
mixture of tonal extremes will already be familiar to fans of Dan
Kwan and Daniel Scheinert, otherwise known as The Daniels.
Following the success of their music video for DJ Snake and Lil
Jon’s “Turn Down for What” – in which a guy smashes crotchfirst through several stories of an apartment building – they
made their debut feature Swiss Army Man (2016) about the
tender relationship between the survivor of a shipwreck and a
farting corpse played by Daniel Radcliﬀe. With Everything
Everywhere All at Once, these filmmakers have fully hit their
stride.
At the heart of its story is an ordinary woman, Evelyn Wang
(Michelle Yeoh). In fact, she’s the most ordinary of women,
quietly running a laundromat in the Simi Valley, California, with
her sweet, sprightly husband Waymond (Ke Huy Quan).
Tensions are high. Evelyn’s father (James Hong) is visiting from
China and has always looked down on her decision to marry
Waymond and move to America. Her daughter, Joy (Stephanie

Hsu), has brought her girlfriend Becky (Tallie Medel) along,
already bitter in the knowledge that her mother is about to shove
her back in the closet. Oh, and Evelyn’s being audited. “From a
stack of receipts, I can trace the ups and downs of your life,” her
assigned IRS agent Deirdre Beaubeirdra (Jamie Lee Curtis,
delightfully and manically mundane) warns. “And it does not
look good.”

The Daniels have fully captured the fractured feeling
of modern existence, of never quite being at the
wheel of your own life

Then, out of the blue, a version of Waymond from somewhere
called the “Alphaverse” commandeers her husband’s body in
order to tell her that she’s the key to saving all reality. Out of all
the Evelyns that exist, branching oﬀ from every choice she’s
ever made, this Evelyn has fared the worse. That means she’s the
only one who still has unfulfilled potential. What a beautiful way
to look at the world – that a life in stasis is really one of
bottomless possibility. We meet quite a few of the other Evelyns:
a martial arts star who could easily be Yeoh herself (spot footage
of the actor on the Crazy Rich Asians red carpet), a dominatrix, a
piñata, a Chinese opera singer, a hibachi chef and a woman with
hot dogs for hands. Aided by the freneticism of Larkin Seiple’s
cinematography and Paul Rogers’s editing, we shuﬄe through
Evelyns like cards in a deck. There’s an exquisitely constructed
homage to Wong Kar-Wai’s In the Mood for Love, alongside fullblown fight scenes choreographed by Shang-Chi and the Legend
of the Ten Rings’ Brian and Andy Le.

To elaborate any more on the plot would spoil the fun, but the
power packed into Everything Everywhere’s punch is that all this
elaborate chaos has a distinct purpose to it. The Daniels have
fully captured the fractured feeling of modern existence, of
never quite being at the wheel of your own life. Evelyn’s task,
she’s told, is to “take us back to how it’s supposed to be”. But
that proves to be an empty phrase. If every path in life can live
side by side, who’s to say any of them is the right one? It’s the
sort of philosophy that needs to be tethered to something
forceful and absolute – that’s Yeoh, who moves through
Everything Everywhere All at Once like she could hold the entire
film in the palm of her hand.
You could argue the actor, in a way, has lived a few diﬀerent lives
herself: as the Hong Kong action star in Heroic Trio (1993); the
Bond girl of Tomorrow Never Dies (1997); the romcom matriarch
in Crazy Rich Asians (2018). The Evelyns she plays aren’t
parodies or costumes, but a set of emotions placed on a gradient.
To say this is a showcase for her talent almost feels like an
understatement – the same can be said for Quan, who played
Short Round in Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom (1984),
Data in The Goonies (1985) and then learned the hard lesson of
how little Hollywood cares for the accomplishments of Asian
actors. If the industry has really changed for the better, this
return to acting should mark the first role of many.
Everything Everywhere All at Once is a film of such much-ness.
Rich performances (Hong and Hsu should also be included here)
collide with big ideas, wrapped in a nuanced understanding of
how we treat each other. And there are butt jokes. So many
wonderful, dumb butt jokes. What more could you ask for?
‘Everything Everywhere All at Once’ is in cinemas

Fr a n ç o i s e L e b r u n a n d D a r i o A r g e n t o i n G a s p a r d N o é’s
‘ Vo r t e x ’ ( P i c t u r e h o u s e E n t e r t a i n m e n t )

No mercy Noé
Vortex
★★★★☆
Dir: Gaspar Noé. Starring: Dario Argento, Françoise Lebrun, Alex
Lutz. 15, 142 minutes.
I’ve repeatedly seen Vortex described as Gaspar Noé’s most
compassionate film. Yet keep in mind that the filmmaker’s
softest edge will still be as craggy as a rusty saw. Noé’s work
plays exclusively in the key of chaos, violence, and despair,
whether it be the still fervently debated sexual violence of
Irréversible (2002), or the dance apocalypse contained inside of
Climax (2018). In his debut, the psychological drama I Stand
Alone (1998), he pauses the film to warn viewers, with a flashing
title card, that they have 30 seconds to leave the cinema before
he unleashes its full brutality.
Vortex is a film that, at first glance, feels largely mundane –
about a married, elderly couple, where the husband (director
Dario Argento, of Suspiria fame), a film critic, is taking
medication for his heart condition, while the wife (Françoise
Lebrun), a retired psychiatrist, is in the advanced stages of
dementia. Is Noé suddenly feeling self-reflective? Not to be

contrarian for the sake of it, but I struggle to find anything
gentle or humanistic in Vortex. That’s what’s so mesmerising
about it. It is the ringing of the death knell, a memento mori in
action, and an alienating if ultimately deeply humbling
experience for its audience.
The film opens with the husband and wife – all characters
remain unnamed – sitting on the patio of their Paris home, as
the husband recites that old gem of Edgar Allan Poe’s: “Is all that
we see or seem/but a dream within a dream?” He’s writing a
book about cinema and dreams, poetically trying to tether the
two as intimate, individualised experiences.
But, leaving Vortex, I’m inclined to believe that Noé was
thinking of the more quotidian view of dreams – as spaces
where, each night, we wander aimlessly and senselessly until
we’re violently ripped away. The film plays out entirely in splitscreen (an approach Noé also took in 2019’s Lux Æterna, his 52minute dissertation on filmmaking), and is shot by his regular
cinematographer Benoît Debie. This couple, from the vast
amount of books and bric-a-brac busying their apartment, have
clearly known and loved each other for a very long time. So
there’s something pointedly, knowingly cruel about how they’ve
been banished to separate sides of the screen. They might as
well be in entirely diﬀerent realms. Even when they cross paths
or touch each other, Noé shoots each side from a slightly
diﬀerent angle so that they never form a whole picture. All you
get are phantom limbs and features jutting in from the sides. It’s
devastating to watch.
So is Lebrun’s performance, which has been scaled back to quiet
whispers, folded arms, and a shivering mouth. What she
captures, above all, is the baseline terror of living with dementia,
which leaves her desperately begging her son (Alex Lutz) not to
leave, because his is the only face in which she can find some
crumb of familiarity. After a diﬃcult conversation about her
future, all she can muster are the words: “Let’s pretend it’s
normal.”
Argento, of course, isn’t an actor first – but he’s remarkable
here, too, particularly when it comes to the messy feeling of

anger without a target. There are things the woman he loves
does that are destructive, even dangerous. But she has no way to
know that. It’s another pain added to all the other existing pains.
The credits of Vortex come, like Irréversible, at the very
beginning of the film, not the end. It means that there’s no
respite after the final scene, no moment of reflection before
you’re sent shuddering back into your own body and your own
life. Vortex really is the same old Noé. He shows no mercies.
‘Vortex’ is in cinemas
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Section 2/ Album review

WILD THING
Florence and the Machine’s ‘Dance Fever’ crackles with an
electric energy, writes Helen Brown, and the ever-baroque
popstar remains one of the most exciting artists around

T h e a lb
b u m ’ s t i t lee w a s i n s p i r e d b y We lcc h ’ s f a s c i n a t i o n w i t h t h e m e d i e v a l ‘ d a n c i n g p laa g u e ’, a lss o
k n o w n a s S t V i t u s ’ D a n c e ( P r e s s i m a g e)

★★★★★

In the terrific video for Florence and The Machine’s new song,
“Free”, the most dependably thrilling popstar of her generation
lets rip to the poppy synth beat, while the manifestation of her
very British anxiety (a perfectly cast Bill Nighy) paces around
her clutching coﬀee, jabbing at his mobile phone and ordering
her about. Anyone who’s seen Florence Welch live will know
that she has always flung herself to wild, electric extremes in
pursuit of ecstatic performance. But she’s never been more
keenly aware that she’s also in flight from her own circuitry:
“Running from something that’s in my head.” The sharpening of
her self-knowledge adds a fresh crackle to Dance Fever, her fifth
album with The Machine.
The album’s title was inspired by Welch’s fascination with the
medieval “dancing plague” – also known as choreomania and St
Vitus’ Dance. It was a form of mass hysteria during which groups
of people broke into spontaneous dance, unable to stop until
they dropped. Outbreaks usually coincided with periods of
hardship and religious festivals, and the dancers were often
(though not exclusively) women. The phenomenon is also the
subject of a novel out this month (Kiran Millwood Hargrave’s
The Dance Tree). It doesn’t feel surprising that artists have been
drawn to themes of (much-missed) public gatherings in our age
of mass online hysteria.
Although the band have been produced by Jack Antonoﬀ (Lorde,
St Vincent, Lana Del Rey) for the first time, there’s no big shift
in their melodramatic brand of sweeping pop-rock, richly gilded
with baroque swirls of brass, harp and woodwind. I suspect
Antonoﬀ (who has a tendency to make records sound like
they’ve been recorded in expensive underground swimming
pools at 2am) is behind some of the murky bass lines and woozy
reverb. But song structures follow the rollercoaster of the
singer’s moods as they “pick me up/ put me down/ chew me up/
spit me out”.

I love her headlong grandiosity, especially when it
rises from scenes in which she describes sobbing
into bowls of late-night cereal

In its commitment to euphoria, Dance Fever is an album that
looks forward to the release of all the pandemic’s pent-up energy
at this summer’s festivals, where (like the medieval market
square jiggers) we can dance until we drop. So it opens with the
thudding pulse of “King”, and the domestic scene: “We argue in
the kitchen about whether to have children…” But things are
quickly swept into the theatrical realm in which Welch demands
her “golden crown of sorrow/ my bloody sword to swing/ my
halls to echo with grand self-mythology”. Here’s a female artist
addressing the eternal choice between motherhood and a career
which, rather weirdly, Welch says hasn’t struck her until now.
But it’s rather glorious hearing her crocodilian purr rise to the
conquering howl of a chorus that runs: “I am no mother/ I am
no bride/ I am king!”
Elsewhere, she’ll compare herself to the ancient Greek
soothsayer Cassandra, describe a meeting with the devil, and
compare the art of live performance to practising the art of
“resurrection every night, raising the dead under the
moonlight”. I love her headlong grandiosity, especially when it
rises from scenes in which she describes sobbing into bowls of
late-night cereal. She returns to assess her tangled life/work
balance on the gloriously clubbable “My Love”, which recaptures
the arms-aloft vibe of her 2008 cover of “You’ve Got The Love”.
The track finds her looking back on a time when “I was always

able to write my way/ The song always made sense to me/ Now I
find that when I look down/ Every page is empty.” To a chunkybright Nineties strobe of a beat and choral backing vocals, Welch
yowls for something to sing about and a place to park her love.
She incorporates a dreamy Hawaiian guitar on the dreamy
“Morning Elvis”, then adds her self-destructive wit to “The
Bomb” and “Choreomania”’s spoken-word confession about
“freaking out in the middle of the street with the complete
conviction of someone who has never had anything actually
really bad happen to them”. On the brief “Restraint”, Welch asks
“have I learned restraint?/ Am I quiet enough for you yet?” Ha! I
hope she never learns to keep a lid on her wonderful wildness.
Long may she reign.
‘Dance Fever’ is out now
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Economy shrinks as war
and inflation risk recession

R e a l d i s p o s a b lee i n c o m e s a r e f o r e c a s t t o f a ll b y £ 1 , 2 0 0 p e r h o u s e h o ld
d t h i s y e a r ( E PA )

CHIARA GIORDANO
BEN CHAPMAN

The UK economy shrank in March, as soaring living costs and
the war in Ukraine hindered recovery from the pandemic.
Experts warned that a plunge in household incomes meant
trouble ahead for the economy and that the risk of a recession
was growing.

Oﬃcial figures show the economy grew by 0.8 per cent between
January and March, down from growth of 1.3 per cent in the
previous three months. However, GDP fell by 0.1 per cent in
March, leaving it just 0.7 per cent above pre-pandemic levels,
the Oﬃce for National Statistics (ONS) said.
Trade data released yesterday showed exports fell 3 per cent in
real terms between March and February and remain 14.6 per
cent below average 2018 levels – the last year before major
upheavals resulting from Brexit. The figures will act as another
economic warning sign for chancellor Rishi Sunak after separate
data showed retail sales had slowed and consumer confidence
plunged in April.
Real disposable incomes are forecast to fall by £1,200 per
household this year in the biggest fall in living standards since
comparable records began in 1956. Despite the dire outlook, the
chancellor has so far resisted calls to provide further financial
support for people struggling to cover the cost of rising bills and
higher prices for essential goods including food.
Darren Morgan, director of economic statistics at the ONS, said
growth in the latest three months was the lowest for a year. He
added: “Our latest monthly estimates show GDP (gross
domestic product) fell a little in March, with drops in both
services and in production.”
Economic growth in the first quarter of the year was driven by
hospitality, transport and travel agencies as consumers returned
to pre-pandemic shopping habits. Construction also saw a
strong month, thanks partly to repair work after storms in
February.
Yael Selfin, chief economist at KPMG UK, said the outlook for
Britain’s economy looked increasingly fraught, with the risk of a
recession increasing. “The squeeze on consumers has tightened
from the second quarter of this year, with the increase in energy
tariﬀs and the higher cost of food and other commodities arising
from the conflict in Ukraine, pushing up the cost of living. At
the same time, tighter financial conditions and rising interest
rates have seen the cost of borrowing increase.”

The Bank of England hiked its interest rate to 1 per cent last
week in an eﬀort to tame a surge in inflation, which is forecast to
peak at 10.25 per cent later this year. The sharp rise in prices
means falling real incomes for millions of people as pay rises fail
to keep pace.

R i s h i S u n a k t a lkk s t o lo
o c a l b u s i n e s s lee a d e r s i n S t o k e -o
o n -T
Tr e n t
y e s t e r d ay ( R e u t e r s)

Mr Sunak conceded that these were “anxious times” but said the
UK economy was growing faster than the US, Germany and
Italy. “Our recovery is being disrupted by Putin’s barbaric
invasion of Ukraine and other global challenges, but we are
continuing to help people where we can,” he added. “Growth is
the best way to help families in the longer term, so as well as
easing immediate pressures on households and businesses, we
are investing in capital, people and ideas to boost living
standards in the future.”
Economists have warned the chancellor that his recent tax rises
and continued failure to provide more financial support risks
choking oﬀ the economic recovery and tipping the country into
recession. The Bank of England forecasts that the UK economy
will barely be bigger in 2025 than it was in 2020. It expects the
economy to shrink in the final quarter of this year when
households are hit with another huge rise in energy bills, leaving
them with less money to spend elsewhere.
Ed Monk, associate director at Fidelity International, said the
latest data indicated that the economy could tip into recession

earlier than the Bank has forecasted. “The UK faces a serious
fight to avoid recession this year,” he said. “Soaring energy, fuel
and food prices continue to eat into household budgets. And
while some are already having to choose between basic
necessities, this is unlikely to be the end of the squeeze.”
Shadow levelling up secretary Lisa Nandy said money is being
“sucked out of communities” and this is playing out in the
slower growth seen in yesterday's GDP figures. She told BBC
Breakfast: “We’ve got to get money back into people’s pockets.
We’ve got to get money back into local communities because
otherwise what you see is what we’ve had for a decade, which is
that people just simply can’t spend.
“Every pound you put into the pocket of working people goes
back out into the local economy and because the Conservative
government has consistently prioritised tax breaks for the very
wealthy over putting money into working people’s pockets.”
New trade data showed that Brexit was continuing to hurt UK
exports. The gap between UK imports and exports widened to
£11.2bn in March, from a revised £9.6bn in February. Imports
have been inflated by sharp rises in the cost of gas since last
year, which has been inflated further by Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine. Excluding erratic prices, the UK trade deficit widened
to the biggest on record.
In cash terms, exports were similar to levels recorded in 2018,
before Brexit uncertainty and the pandemic struck. However,
when the eﬀect of recent price rises is stripped out, goods
exports fell 3 per cent in March and were a massive 14.6 per cent
below their 2018 average level.
“This implies that UK exporters have lost considerable market
share since Brexit,” said Gabriella Dickens, senior UK
economist at Pantheon Macroeconomics. “[Exports] will
continue to struggle as high inflation softens up demand for
consumer goods globally and Brexit continues to limit the ability
of exporters to win business from EU customers.”
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A 0.1% fall in GDP piles
pressure on the Treasury

R i s h i S u n a k a n d B o r i s J o h n s o n a r e e m p lo
o y i n g a w a t c h -aa n d -w
w a i t s t r a t e g y ( PA )

ANNA ISAAC
ECONOMICS EDITOR

The UK economy shrank in March and it is easy to paint a
picture of catastrophe. It’s a problem because with forecasts
suggesting this year will see the biggest fall in living standards
since records began in 1956, this is really only just beginning to
play itself out in the data.

With some quick to blame the cost of living crisis for rattling
consumer confidence, it’s worth adding a note of caution: this
data was from March. The new price cap for energy bills, which
rose more than 5 per cent or an average of about £700 per
household per year, only came into force in April, when
consumers’ confidence in finances has plummeted considerably.
Put simply, while many of the poorest households are already
suﬀering, we are only in the foothills of a mountain of troubles
to come over choices such as heating, eating or not managing at
all. The Treasury is not ignorant of this. Still, chancellor Rishi
Sunak’s resolve to try to paint himself as a fiscally prudent leader
requires a watch-and-wait strategy.
A month’s poor GDP performance will not see Sunak suddenly
loosen the purse strings because he knows there is worse to
come. There’s wisdom, those around the chancellor believe, in
waiting to calculate just how bad things are going to get.
The course of energy price movements in the next couple of
months will be critical to that strategy. This data is fed into the
next round of calculations by Ofgem economists for the energy
regulator’s price cap. This, industry leaders, including Keith
Anderson, chief executive of Scottish Power, suggest, could take
the average household bill to about £2,900.
The timing of this calculation could see the Treasury shift its
strategy in early September when parliament returns from its
summer recess. This would be a sensible moment to answer the
clamour for an emergency budget, economists at Pantheon
Macroeconomics have suggested, and some Treasury sources
believe.
But businesses, particularly those in energy-intensive industries,
will struggle to wait that long. They have to buy energy ahead of
time. They do not receive the same energy price cap protections
as domestic consumers. That leaves them vulnerable to market
volatility.

We are only in the foothills of a mountain of troubles
to come

And current events in Europe, including Russia’s war in
Ukraine, will feed into prices that households will pay for energy
this autumn and winter because energy companies have to lock
in purchases ahead of time and hedge against future market
turmoil.
The price a consumer pays at the moment of use is often then
the result of a lag between a wholesale market price point, and
the energy company’s moment of purchase. So if one looks at
the headlines now with dithering, debate and political division
in Brussels about imports of Russian gas, it’s clear that energy
prices are set to bounce around, and potentially rocket further.
The UK may have other energy sources, but it’s not immune to
the tug of European and global energy markets.
Meanwhile, price growth in major economies, such as the US, is
slowly revealing itself to be about more than just higher energy
costs. In the UK, higher inflation – well above 2 per cent – even
with the Bank of England looking to raise rates further in the
months ahead, looks set to persist well into next year. This
makes the watch-and-wait strategy a gamble by No 11.
It may seem sensible to hold on to what limited firepower the
public finances can sustain for the worst that is yet to come, but
delay could increase the risk of a recession – so it’s a diﬃcult
balance for the chancellor to strike. Waiting risks making the
cost of living crisis for the poorest households more acute,

rocking the confidence of the middle classes who banked
savings during the pandemic.
Consumers’ will hardly be made more confident by businesses
being forced to pass on higher energy costs in their prices of
goods and services, economists warn. The words recession and
crisis have almost been used too soon, when it comes to the
whole UK economy – even though the struggle of poorer
households has become acute. A small, 0.1 per cent reduction in
GDP in March is a worry, but it’s not something that carries
much meaning for most people. That’s going to change, sharply.
The £1.2bn that Labour believes could be gathered through a
windfall tax on energy extraction giants would be a drop in the
ocean, even if Sunak chooses to adopt it amid intense political
pressure. Cabinet committees set up to try to oﬀer cost-free
ideas have so far struggled to find anything of the scale required.
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Falling GDP must serve as a
warning for the government

F e a r s a r e r i s i n g t h a t u p t o 1 . 5 m i llii o n U K h o u s e h o ld
d s w i ll s t r u g g lee t o p a y f o o d a n d e n e r g y b i llss
( E PA )

JAMES MOORE
CHIEF BUSINESS COMMENTATOR

Winter in May? It does rather feel like it given the way the UK
economy is going. The latest oﬃcial figures – for March – were
Leonard Cohen album-level grim. They showed a 0.1 per cent
contraction against the flat zero the City had expected. There is
probably worse to come. This economic frost is going to bite

hard. The stock market doesn’t always react to this sort of
release, partly because the FTSE 100 is a very international
market, especially at the top end.
But it did this the time, with the figure serving as another
pointer to a potential global slowdown – as if there weren’t
enough already out there. Investors were already rattled by the
worse than expected core inflation numbers in the US, so
dealing screens were dominated by red pixels.
These figures are, it is worth pointing out, subject to revision.
They are based on incomplete data so could yet be pushed
upwards. But they could be revised downwards too. The real
stinger: the period they cover is before April’s domestic fuel
price spike and the impact of the heavily – and justifiably –
criticised decision to increase national insurance for both
employers and employees. They have both had an immediate,
and sharply negative, impact on household budgets.
The first quarter’s overall 0.8 per cent growth figure is still fine.
There are plenty of countries that would be delighted with such
a number. But the UK’s January and February numbers were
themselves revised downwards, and the outlook remains
unrelenting grim. Suddenly the “R” word – recession – is
making a regular appearance in the notes put out by brokers.
It all serves to underline the staggering irresponsibility of the
government’s sabre-rattling over the Northern Ireland protocol
that it willingly signed up for as part of its Brexit deal. The last
thing UK plc needs right now is a trade war with the EU, its
biggest trading partner. Businesses are already struggling with
paring back their investment, revisiting their budgets and
revising their expectations down.

The PM and his cabinet are struggling to tackle the cost of
lii v i n g c r i s i s ( PA )

The protocol is being raised again for purely political purposes,
by a prime minister who has just endured a kicking at the hands
of the voters. It is yet another mark of Boris Johnson’s
unsuitability for the oﬃce he holds. But this has been said
before, and it will be said again. A bit of Brexit might gee-up the
right-wing tabloids but the rest of the country is fed up with it,
and focused on weathering a cost of living storm that looks set to
develop into a fully-fledged hurricane.
Earlier this week, the National Institute of Economic and Social
Research – so before this latest batch of numbers came out warned of a contraction in the second part of the year. In a
withering assessment, Britain’s oldest independent economic
research institute, said that “poor policies” are set “to leave
households permanently worse oﬀ”.
Even more disturbing was its estimate that 1.5 million of them
across the UK will be facing “food and energy bills greater than
their disposable income”. This is a truly chilling prospect. The
highest incidences of this will be seen in London – where it is
too often forgotten that there are pockets of dire poverty – and
Scotland. The government’s failure to respond to this, beyond
its childish posturing at Britain’s neighbours, is stunning.
Johnson’s vague talk of “doing what we can” to help struggling
households simply won’t cut it.

Some Tory MPs appear to see the danger. Their clamour is likely
to grow louder as they start to see the eﬀects of the
government’s failure in their constituencies. So it should,
because almost all of them will have people left under the
economic waterline.
Their plight must be addressed, starting with an emergency
universal credit increase. After that ministers urgently need to
get to work on the wider economic crisis the UK faces. The
government has the wherewithal, and the fiscal headroom, to
stave oﬀ the looming recession. It is just a question of will.
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Business news in brief
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Union hails ‘historic’ deal with Deliveroo
Food delivery giant Deliveroo has signed a recognition deal with
the GMB union covering the company’s 90,000 self-employed
‘riders’. The GMB said it is a “historic” agreement giving it
rights to collective bargaining on pay, and consultation rights on
benefits and other issues, including riders’ health, safety and
wellbeing. It will also be able to represent individual riders who
are GMB members in disputes, it said.

The GMB said the agreement recognises that Deliveroo riders
are self-employed, following a series of UK court judgments
which have confirmed this status. National oﬃcer Mick Rix said:
“This deal is the first of its kind in the world. Tens of thousands
of riders for one of the world’s largest online food delivery
services will now be covered by a collective agreement that gives
them a voice, including pay talks, guaranteed earnings, and
representation in times of diﬃculty.”

Warner Bros Discovery and BT in joint ssp
ports venture
BT Group has agreed to form a new sports joint venture with
Warner Bros Discovery in the UK and Ireland. The telecoms
giant confirmed the deal as it also reported that trading is “on
the right track” despite a dip in revenues for the past year. In
February, BT said it was in exclusive negotiations with the US
media giant after completing a lengthy review of its BT Sport
operation.
The company confirmed it will now form a 50-50 joint venture
which will bring together BT Sport and Eurosport. BT said the
two brands will initially stay separate but will ultimately be
brought “together under a single brand in the future”. The
London-listed firm said it will immediately receive £93m from
Warner Bros Discovery, and up to £540m if future conditions
are met. The confirmation came as BT told shareholders it met
expectations with a 2 per cent increase in earnings to £7.6bn for
the year to March, as cost savings oﬀset lower revenues.

Profi
fitt targets up at JD Sports despite ffo
ootwear shortages
JD Sports has lifted its profit forecasts again on the back of
strong sales despite shortages of key footwear lines. The retailer
saw shares lift higher after it said it was “reassured” by trading
over the 14 weeks to May 7. It reported like-for-like sales for the
period had been more than 5 per cent higher than the same
period last year.

JD Sports added the sales growth came despite “a backdrop of a
global shortfall in the supply of certain key footwear styles” amid
continued pandemic restrictions in major regions for
production. Nevertheless, the firm said it expects this to
improve progressively during the year.

Households could face £100 a month b
bu
udget ssh
hortfall b
by
y 2024
People could be left around £100 per month short of what they
need to cover their spending in just two years’ time on average,
as costs rise faster than incomes, a report suggests. The report
estimates that, by 2024, average weekly incomes could increase
to £680 by 2024 – while average weekly UK household
spending may reach £705 as energy prices and other costs push
up the prices of goods and services.
This projected gap adds up to a shortfall of around £100 per
month. The report was published by Yorkshire Building Society
and conducted in partnership with the Centre for Economics
and Business Research (Cebr). A survey of 4,000 people was
carried out alongside economic analysis from Cebr to examine
the financial resilience of households, which found that despite
incomes remaining slightly higher than expenses in 2021 (at
£596 versus £595, respectively). The rising cost of living has
already forced nearly four in 10 (39 per cent) people to dip into
their savings in the past 12 months.
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Spurs stay in top-four hunt
as 10-man Arsenal crumple
Tottenham Hotspur
Kane (22 pen, 37), Son (47)

Arsenal

3
0

S k i p p e r H a r r y K a n e r e lii s h e s s c o r i n g t h e f i r s t g o a l laa s t n i g h t a g a i n s t a r c h r i v a lss ( A c t i o n Im
mages via
R e u t e r s)

MIGUEL DELANEY
AT TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR STADIUM

It’s still Arsenal by a nose, just, but that’s after they lost their
heads. Tottenham Hotspur might have got the benefit of some
decisions, but they also took impressive advantage of Arsenal’s
chaotic response to all of that.
Antonio Conte’s side were consequently worthy winners on the
night, and full value for this emphatic 3-0 victory. The Italian
roused his team to another big win in another big game. It has
been the main marker of his time so far. Whether Spurs are
actually a better team, and a better bet for top four, remains to
be seen.
It’s entirely possible that just reveals the diﬀerence between the
sides on nights like this. Spurs have one of the best managers in
world football, as well as some canny and experienced players in
their prime – particularly the star scorers Harry Kane and Son
Heung-Min – while Mikel Arteta still has such a callow team.
It’s just that this also revealed a pronounced flaw that has been a
problem for Arsenal for so long, and something the coach has
not yet eliminated. They just have this propensity for chaotic
collapse at the wrong moments, usually in the form of red cards.
Rob Holding was the latest responsible here, after Cedric Soares
had given away a penalty.
There have been so many occasions where they have responded
erratically to setbacks within games. They now have to respond
to a setback from a game.
That is another potential consequence from this.
Spurs will feel they have all momentum. They go within a point
of their rivals with two games to go, having ripped them apart
here. It was quite a fitting first derby in front of a full crowd for
this new stadium. The place, duly, was rocking.
It was diﬃcult not to think this had an eﬀect on Arsenal’s young
side, too. They walked into a cauldron, and now have to recover
some spark for an awkward last two games.
They still have the advantage but do they have the belief? Do
they have the bodies? That was something else this game

brought. Rob Holding will be suspended. Gabriel pulled up. Ben
White must not have been fit, which can surely be the only
explanation for why Arteta didn’t bring him on after Holding got
sent oﬀ.
Against this, Spurs were all smooth lines and surging runs. They
were also smarter, as the key moment of the game indicated.

S o n H e u n g -m
m i n c e lee b r a t e s a f t e r s c o r i n g ( A P )

Long before that, in what should be the most frustrating
element for Arteta, Arsenal had actually looked the better side.
They were impressively asserted in the first 10 minutes. It did
seem as if they could get the draw they needed if they just
adhered to the tactical plan.
Football has much more to it than that, though, as Conte – and
now Arteta – know all too well.
It almost calls for a new spin on that old Mike Tyson line for this
club. Arsenal have a plan until they punch themselves in the
face. There’s almost no other way to describe what happened
here.
Yes, many will point to Paul Tierney’s decision, and the softness
of that first penalty. Cedric had gone in clumsily on Son but it
had initially been diﬃcult to tell whether it was for that, Holding
doing similar, or even a handball.
It was not diﬃcult to tell what Kane was going to do. He of
course scored. Spurs had the lead. But they didn’t necessarily

have the game.
This is what was so galling about Arsenal, what should really
make Arteta so furious.
The issue was that you could sense a frantic energy had entered
their play immediately after the penalty. The previous focus had
gone. It had been replaced by a rush to get things done, and a
rashness.
Conte’s side no doubt sensed this. They were repeatedly getting
in behind. It seemed another goal was only a matter of time.
Instead, much more predictably, another Arsenal red card for
the season was only a matter of time.

P a u l T i e r n e y s h o w s a r e d c a r d t o A r s e n a l 'ss d e f e n d e r R o b
H o l d i n g (A F P )

Holding had already been playing as if he wanted to assert
himself in this match, to be the sort of old-fashioned player that
physically dominated a derby, but there was always a danger to
that against a player like Son.
The Korean had no doubt noted when Holding almost
manhandled him early on.
So, from another Spurs break, when the defender probably had
Son covered, he so recklessly checked him.
It was definitely a foul. Whether it was a second yellow card is
open to debate, but the wider point is you don’t leave yourself
open to that so needlessly. You don’t just collapse like that.

That’s again what happened.
It could be seen in how players like Gabriel were lashing out, or
kicking the ball against the advertising hoarding in frustration.
Spurs and Conte could no doubt see that and be entirely content
to just keep their concentration.
A mere four minutes after the red card, and just 11 after
Holding’s first yellow, Kane had his second goal.
A needless corner was given away. Kane was left free at the back
post.

H a r r y K a n e s c o r e s S p u r s ’ s s e c o n d g o a l ( To t t e n h a m H o t s p u r
F C v i a G e t t y)

Arsenal badly needed half-time only to immediately concede
when they came back out. The backline got into an even greater
mess as Son just oﬀered the clarity of a clinical finish.
To give Arsenal some due, it looked like it could have got much
worse at that point. They did dig in, but there’s no escaping the
reality that the table now looks much worse than it did two
hours beforehand.
Arsenal still have the most slender advantage possible, but do
they have the mettle? Do Spurs have the momentum?
This game detonated the chase for the Champions League
places, and ensured they will be alive until the final weekend.
Spurs, for their own part, have a capacity for immediately
dropping oﬀ from such peaks. Arsenal have shown resolve

already this season.
There’s never been a more important time to keep the head.
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De Bruyne proves deadly
for striker-less superstars

False idol: the Belgian bagged four in Manchester City’s 5-1 win at Molyneux (Getty)

R I C H A R D J O L LY
SENIOR FOOTBALL CORRESPONDENT

Pep Guardiola can be the scourge of the centre-forward, the
pioneer who threatens to render them an endangered species.
So how better to celebrate signing the world’s most coveted
young striker than by presenting an argument that he doesn’t
really need him?

Just the second player to score four goals in a Premier League
game this season was a Manchester City midfielder, Kevin de
Bruyne. Wolves, who had one of the best defensive records in
Europe a few weeks ago, conceded five.
Guardiola joked he was disappointed De Bruyne, who also hit
the post, did not get five of his own. The only other player to
score four this year, incidentally, was the City striker who
decided he wasn’t a striker, Gabriel Jesus. He was long seen as
Sergio Aguero’s successor; instead, Erling Haaland may
belatedly assume that mantle, but only after two seasons when
City should win the Premier League without needing a specialist
centre-forward in their strongest side.
Haaland oﬀers the potential of 40 goals on his own, but City’s
collective commitment to scoring is such that they have 22 in
five games. They may yet finish this season with a century in the
Premier League, the vast majority from those who can be called
midfielders, wingers or No 10s; anything except strikers.

How better to celebrate signing the world’s most
coveted young striker than by presenting an
argument that he doesn’t really need him?

Guardiola celebrated Haaland’s imminent arrival by doubling
down on his Pepness. There wasn’t even a semblance of a striker
at Molineux. Instead, his bespoke ploy came in duplicate. Why
take one false nine to Wolves when you can take two? It was the
dual false nine, the false front two, the false 18.

Between them, they are a 20-goal front man: Bernardo Silva had
scored seven league goals by early December. De Bruyne has 13
since then. Over the last five months, only Heung-min Son has
more top-flight goals than the Belgian.
“The second part of the league [season] was beyond perfect,”
Guardiola said. “He is always so generous and has the sense to
make an assist but I think this season he also has the sense to be
prolific and score goals. We spoke during the years that you have
to arrive to the box, to be close to the box and to score, and this
is the season he has done better and better.
“Hopefully he can continue for the rest of his career. I have the
feeling now he is starting to enjoy scoring goals. Before it was
just assists. Now it is he likes it when his teammates come to
hug him because he scores.”
There is something Guardiola-esque to it, to converting a
technician into a scorer. Last season, it was Ilkay Gundogan’s
turn. In winter, Riyad Mahrez had a spell as a goal-a-game man.
De Bruyne, with 16 goals and 12 assists in his last 28 starts, has
sustained that sort of impact for longer. If everyone in a
Guardiola team is a midfielder, De Bruyne is a better midfielder
than everyone else.
And, still more than usual, everyone was a midfielder. Haaland,
a career centre-forward, may wonder what happens when his
next manager goes ultimate Pep. The starting 11 featured a ballplaying goalkeeper, a ball-playing centre-back and nine players
who resembled midfielders of varying types, from the playmaker
full-backs to “the Stockport Iniesta” on the left wing.

Star man: Kevin De Bruyne celebrates his fourth goal with
Cancello and Sterling (Getty)

It was an advertisement of the merits of playing without a
striker, both in terms of potency and positioning. There is a
tactical logic when playing against a side who use three central
defenders to give them no one to mark, while using wingers
high and wide to force them into deploying a back five. It still
requires attacking midfielders capable of judging and timing
their runs into the box.
“Our front four were able to find the right moments to come in
and go deep,” said De Bruyne. He had illustrated it by coming
from deep for his first goal. And his second. And his third. And
his fourth. “When Bernardo was coming in, I was trying to drop
deep and vice versa,” he explained. It meant he could be scorer
and supplier, playing a part in the build-up to three of his goals.
Perhaps Haaland, the specialist scorer, will not lend that
creativity.
De Bruyne once described his role under Guardiola as a “free
eight”. At Molineux, he said his best position was “between a No
8 and a No 10”. He looked liberated. City will soon have a
genuine No 9. In the meantime, De Bruyne was deadly as a free
false nine.
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United can harness youthful
vigour in final league game
Cup-winning kids deserve a shot, argues Mark Critchley

Alejandro Garnacho lifts the FA Youth Cup trophy on Wednesday (Manchester United/Getty)

If there is something of an end-of-term feel around Manchester
United at the moment, you would not know it from watching
their players who are still old enough to be in sixth form. In
front of a record crowd of 67,000, the under-18s ensured that
Old Traﬀord would end a diﬃcult, drifting season at first team

level on a much-needed note of positivity, winning the 11th FA
Youth Cup of the club’s history.
This feel-good victory, secured late by Alejandro Garnacho,
meant this was Old Traﬀord but not as we have known it of late.
There was a trophy presentation – remember those? – and it was
joyous. The lap of honour was well-attended and applauded. The
standing ovations for young players who put everything into the
performance were long and heartfelt. Even the several pitch
invaders who interrupted United’s post-match celebrations
seemed to be carried away by security a little more gently than
usual.
Garnacho’s two goals – one from the spot, one in stoppage time
– and captain Rhys Bennett’s first-half header proved enough to
overcome a hard-working Nottingham Forest side. Backed by
5,700 travelling supporters of their own, Forest were unable to
stop United's youngsters from maintaining their proud tradition
in this competition. Despite the advances of Chelsea and
Manchester City’s academy systems over the past decade, still
no club has won it more.
And encouragingly, the man guiding United in their new
direction had a hand in this success. John Murtough, now
driving United’s football operations in his role as football
director, helped to lead an overhaul of the academy structure at
a time when there were accusations of the club falling behind
City and other rivals. From recruiting under-18s manager Travis
Binnion to restructuring the youth recruitment, United will
hope Murtough’s work is a sign of progress to come at first team
level.
Every one of United’s Youth Cup-winning sides has produced at
least one player who has gone on to make more than 50 firstteam appearances. If you were to pick one out from witnessing
this 3-1 victory it would be Garnacho, but not only because he
was recognised as the under-18s player of the year before kickoﬀ and had his own adapted version of the “Viva Ronaldo” chant
at full time.

United will still have something to play for but if the
choice is between the Europa League and the
Conference League, it is not much of a choice at all

Called up to Argentina senior squad last month, Garnacho
displayed a selfish streak that outstanding young talents often
possess. In stoppage time, having already scored what looked
likely to be the winner from the penalty spot, he led a promising
counter-attack in search of another. A pass was on to his left, to
the Poland youth international Maxi Oyedele. Garnacho instead
went alone and scooped his shot clear over the crossbar.
When a similar chance presented itself his way after a slip by
Forest’s Ben Hammond a few minutes later, you wondered
whether he would square the ball to one of his several
teammates unmarked on the other side of the penalty area.
Garnacho instead shifted right, cut back onto his left and
created the space for a shot that deflected in oﬀ Pharrel Johnson.
It was a slice of luck but one he had made for himself.
His earlier penalty, to take a 2-1 lead with 13 minutes remaining,
was expertly converted and celebrated with Cristiano Ronaldo’s
“siu” down by the players’ tunnel. Garnacho has had the
privilege of seeing that celebration up close, having trained with
the first team at Carrington in recent weeks, and made his
senior debut in the final moments of the recent draw with
Chelsea.
It would be a shame if those few minutes were the last that
United supporters see of Garnacho this season. This final fell in

the long stretch between United’s dismal defeat away to
Brighton last weekend and a dead rubber trip to Crystal Palace
on the final day. What do United have to lose by fielding the 17year-old match-winner among a handful of other youngsters in
their last outing of the campaign?
There is no question of integrity with Palace safely in mid-table.
Technically, United will still have something to play for but if the
choice is between the Europa League and the Conference
League, it is not much of a choice at all. Given the expected
summer overhaul ahead of a new start under a new manager,
would a line-up looking to the future not fit the occasion? It has
happened before, after all.
Palace were United’s final day opponents five years ago,
coincidentally, only this time at Old Traﬀord. Just as with this
season, United had failed to live up to lofty pre-season
expectations and certainly in their forgettable league campaign.
Jose Mourinho’s decision to name several young players in his
final day line-up was influenced by a forthcoming Europa League
final three days later, but still a bold and symbolic gesture.
The average age of United’s line-up that day was 22 years and
284 days, the club’s youngest in Premier League history. Scott
McTominay and Joel Pereira made their first starts. Demetri
Mitchell debuted, as did Angel Gomes from the substitutes’
bench. Josh Harrop had the most memorable afternoon of all
those trusted by Mourinho, scoring the first after 15 minutes in
what would be a comfortable 2-0 win.

United front: academy products old and new pose for a
picture in 2017 (Manchester United/Getty)

Of the youngsters to get on the Old Traﬀord pitch, only
McTominay has since established themselves as a first-team
player. Harrop left for Preston North End almost immediately.
Mitchell did not play for United again. Pereira made just one
more appearance. Gomes remains United’s youngest Premier
League player from his introduction for the outgoing Wayne
Rooney that day, yet departed last year for Portugal and Boavista.
Judged solely on those terms, Mourinho’s stunt could be seen as
a wasted experiment. But one of the abiding memories of that
day came after the final whistle, when the youngsters and
debutants were joined for a photograph by Marcus Rashford,
Paul Pogba, Jesse Lingard and fellow academy graduates.
It was a pertinent reminder of one of United’s core principles at
a time when they were seemingly being forgotten, and in that
sense, not too dissimilar from Wednesday’s final.
The feel-good factor of this Youth Cup win could easily be
forgotten too unless it is carried forward into the new campaign
and, indeed, the new era under Erik ten Hag. United have very
little to salvage from this season. Better to end it with one eye on
the future.
Want your views to be included in The Independent Daily Edition
letters page? Email us by tapping here letters@independent.co.uk.
Please include your address

BACK TO TOP

FRIDAY 13 MAY 2022

Sport/ Football/ Exclusive

‘There’s a lot more to come’
Ahead of Sunday’s FA Cup final against Chelsea, Man City’s
Lauren Hemp tells Jamie Braidwood her journey’s just begun

B i g -ss t a g e p laa y e r : H e m p i s s e t t o b e a k e y p laa y e r f o r E n g laa n d a t t h e E u r o s ( T h e FA v i a G e t t y )

Lauren Hemp says she doesn’t think about how young she is –
so, for a moment, let’s put age to one side. The Manchester City
winger is close to finishing her fifth full season of professional
football and it has already been her best yet, with the promise of
there being more to come. She has led City from the front in
what was at times a diﬃcult year, scoring 20 goals in all
competitions, including a personal best of 10 in the Women’s

Super League, and has become just as important to England
ahead of a home European Championships this summer.
She is in her own right already one of the most dangerous
attacking players in the world. When the football writers
covering the women’s game in England voted for their player of
the season last month, she finished third – behind Chelsea’s
Sam Kerr and Arsenal’s Vivianne Miedema. And yet at 21, Hemp
is still near the start of her journey, even if she admits it feels
like she has been around the WSL for quite a while. As a threetime PFA Young Player of the Year winner, that talent and
potential has been evident for some time, but there has been a
shift this season and Hemp’s abilities are no longer being
qualified by her age.
When Manchester City face Chelsea in the Women’s FA Cup
final at Wembley on Sunday, Hemp will stand out due to her
dynamism and threat when on the ball, not because she is the
youngest player on the pitch. If she starts for England in their
opening game of the Euros against Austria, her inclusion won’t
create a buzz because she is the youngest player on the team,
rather it could be because England have a weapon that could fire
them to a major tournament on home soil.
That is not to say one factor should be ignored over the other, as
the comparison of age and ability can help appreciate and
recognise progress and development over time. “It is important
I reflect on it sometimes,” Hemp accepts. “I still need to remind
myself that I’m still so young. Sometimes I put too much
pressure on myself to perform when there’s still so much time.”
But, she adds: “There’s a lot more to come from me.”
Hemp had to grow up quickly when she left home at 16, moving
across the country after Bristol City signed her from Norwich,
her hometown club. That was where the journey began, and it
has been her drive and ambition which has led her to this point,
of seeking the pressure and demanding more from herself.
“There are so many things I need to do to get better.” Like what?
“Even though my performances have been consistent, there are
so many times in games where I can score more goals and create
more chances.”

If that’s the final piece of the jigsaw, it’s a frightening prospect.
There are few better than Hemp when she has the ball at her
feet, and it is where she is at her happiest. Hemp is able to build
a mental picture of the pitch and recognise where the space is to
turn and dribble into. She led the WSL, and by some distance, in
progressive carries last season and it naturally leads to
opportunities out on the left wing from which to cross or shoot.
If Hemp has set high expectations for herself to find her target
every time, those are echoed by a direct rival in the form of the
Chelsea manager Emma Hayes. Hemp was perhaps England’s
best player during the Arnold Clark Cup in February, where the
Lionesses played Spain, Germany and Canada as preparation for
this summer’s Euros, and with Hayes working as a cocommentator for ITV Sport, the tournament revealed the
reputation the 21-year-old has earned for herself.
One moment, in particular, stood out. Early in the second half of
England’s final match against Germany, Hemp received the ball
near the corner flag and weaved between two defenders to glide
into the box at speed. It was a thrilling run, one that drew gasps
from the crowd, but as she looked to stand the ball up to the
back post her cross was blocked and put behind for a corner.
“Honestly there are not many players in world football who can
do that, with that ability,” Hayes said. “But the next step for her
is better execution.”

W i n g co m m a n d e r : He m p c a n b e a t h r i l l i n g p l aye r w h e n i n f u l l
f lii g h t ( T h e FA v i a G e t t y )

It sounded harsh, but the criticism was accepted, even if she
didn’t need telling. “I want comments like that,” Hemp says.
It wasn’t the first time she had been singled out, and it is telling
that Hayes knows City have a star on their hands. Chelsea will
pay particular attention to Hemp in the FA Cup final on Sunday.
They usually do. Hayes took particular satisfaction out of the
way Chelsea defended against her in a WSL match in November.
“I think that’s the quietest game I’ve seen her have,” Hayes said.
There is likely to be the same emphasis as Chelsea look to
complete the double after they sealed a third consecutive WSL
title last weekend.
This is a diﬀerent type of pressure to face, as well as that of the
occasion itself. “It means you’re expected to do something
special,” Hemp says. “I’m really excited. As a women’s footballer
you want to play on the biggest stage and that’s what we’re
coming into on Sunday. Coming up against the best as well, but
hopefully we can do what we did in the Conti Cup final.”
Indeed, City are on for the double as well, after beating Chelsea
in March’s League Cup final and turning around a season that
started with an early elimination from the Champions League
and three defeats from their opening four WSL matches, which
eﬀectively ruled them out of title contention by October. “It was
tough. We struggled at the start,” Hemp says. Injuries were a key
factor, but City stuck together and rallied to finish third, on the
back of a 14-game winning streak in all competitions. “We’ve
shown the City that we wanted to.”
It sets up an intriguing FA Cup final, ahead of what promises to
be an even bigger summer, and this time Hemp is determined to
take it all in. “I’ve said to myself, Lauren, if you do pick up
trophies you do need to take a moment to remember how far
you’ve come because those moments don’t come around too
often.”
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CAVALIER SPIRIT
Like an innings from the man himself, there is a glorious
uncertainty to what happens next with England’s new Test
coach, Brendon McCullum, writes Vithushan Ehantharajah

M c C u llu
u m ’ s f o r m e r N e w Z e a laa n d t e a m m a t e s a y s t h e i r r e g a r d f o r h i m w a s s u c h t h e y ’ d ‘ w a lkk i n t o
f i r e ’ f o r h i m (G e t t y )

Unforeseen, exciting and with apprehension that this is a good
idea before he accelerated out of left field leaving traditionalists
wondering what the hell has just happened. Yesterday, Brendon
McCullum oﬃcially became England’s new Test head coach in
the most Brendon McCullum way possible.

How he has assumed the position continues the theme of those
brought into roles before him. Both Rob Key, as managing
director of men’s cricket, and Ben Stokes as the Test captain,
came in with equal parts “really?” and “heck, why not!” Likewise
for the man who fills the gap between them.
An impressive interview at the start of the week, in which he
came for the white ball gig and left with the red one, put him
ahead of Gary Kirsten and Simon Katich, two who have far more
established CVs as coaches than the New Zealander’s sole
success leading Trinbago Knight Riders to the 2020 Caribbean
Premier League. It’s no great leap to say Key and others involved
in the decision-making process have gone on gut feel, and
there’s ample reason to pull apart the wisdom and surmise
taking such a punt for such a role is verging on computer game
stuﬀ. However this plays out, the Twitch numbers will be
through the roof.
Either as the wicketkeeper or simply as a batter, the 40-yearold’s method as a cricketer was one of bloody-minded intent. It
was an approach that suited limited-overs cricket, even before
Twenty20 came along and pumped it full of adrenaline. And you
could argue it was McCullum who administered the shot when
on the opening night of the very first Indian Premier League he
struck an unbeaten 158 from 73 balls for Kolkata Knight Riders,
where he has now stepped down as coach. The game and the
man were never the same again.
There were perhaps more highlights in the longest format. Of
his 12 Test centuries, three were doubles along with a 302
against India in February 2014 that belied his usual
explosiveness, coming in at 775 minutes, making it the eighthlongest innings at the time. He remains the only Black Cap to
score a triple hundred. And the 12th, a 145 in his final innings in
the format six years ago, saw him break the record for the fastest
jaunt to three figures, in 54 balls.

The lesson he taught the Black Caps, which carried
long after he retired, was that they just needed to be
themselves and let their cricket do the talking

Extrapolating McCullum the coach from the player is a little
foolhardy, even with a 20-year career featuring 101 Tests, 260
ODIs, 71 T20is and 109 appearances as a headline act in the best
T20 leagues going. At his worst, he was cavalier, at his best he
was, well, cavalier. Dubbed selfish or selfless depending on his
output on any given day, an extension of the noise that scored
his journey from a south Dunedin larrikin to one of the most
progressive on-field minds in modern cricket.
Those who played with or under him, particularly during the
latter stages of his international career and the T20 franchise
circuit, talk of an empathetic thinker. One who implores others
to understand their weaknesses to aﬀord them opportunities to
flex their strength. A consistent T20 diet by the end gave him a
solid grounding in analytics, but most impressive was how he
better understood the humans around him. The ability to press
home advantage or believe they can take a moment or match
single-handedly could not be measured, but McCullum is
regarded as one of the best at reading it in others.
That quality was bestowed unto many of the Black Caps that will
face England on 2 June for the first of three Tests, both directly
and indirectly. His leadership during the 2015 World Cup (along
with 328 runs at the top of the order) guided the team to the
final. Though they were defeated convincingly by Australia –

McCullum scored a duck – the tournament reignited the New
Zealand public’s love for cricket which had been on the wane
following years of underperformance and in-fighting. In a
documentary made of the tournament, Corey Anderson stated
the team’s regard for McCullum was such that they’d “walk into
fire” for him.
Of course, some of the infighting mentioned above had
McCullum as its focal point. His mercurial nature and outside
interests often left him exposed for pontification on his
dedication, distractions and desire. As New Zealand sifted
through coaches before landing on their feet with Mike Hesson,
McCullum was perceived as the only constant in less than
complimentary framing. The rebel leading mutiny after mutiny
for his own end, never once caring about the whole. That
narrative went into overdrive during the captaincy tussle
between McCullum and the country’s darling, Ross Taylor, that
left New Zealand at a low ebb at the end of 2012. The fallout was
bitter: Taylor stepped down after just over a year in charge and
even took time away from the game as McCullum assumed the
armband in all three formats, along with plenty of blame.

Mc Cu l l u m w a s f a m e d fo r h i s a g g re s s i ve s t y l e a s a p l aye r
(G e t t y )

The pair’s relationship remains civil at best, but it was in this
period McCullum refreshed the sense of self and ambition of the
Black Caps, setting them on a path that led to 2021’s World Test

Championship. With the stench of unrest still in the dressing
room, he encouraged open dialogue about how the team wanted
to go forward. One of the sticking points uncovered was that,
despite the amount of cricket they had played, New Zealand
lacked identity beyond the sickening sentiment of being
“everyone’s second favourite team”. The trick McCullum pulled
at the start was to make those around him believe they were
world-beaters. The lesson he taught them, which carried long
after he retired, was they just needed to be themselves and let
their cricket do the talking.
A few years ago, McCullum spoke of that change, specifically
what triggered it: “Most of it emanated from us being semiembarrassed about the way we had played in the past. It [a new
way of playing] has to be authentic and it may not last – you
can’t force it down people’s throats – but this is the way I want
this team to play and I know the senior guys have similar
feelings on it.”
Embracing a new, truer identity after dramatic
underperformance – sound familiar?
England have been in need for both for a while, and in a way it
makes sense to draft in the man who instigated it. Long enough
for them to have gone with an Australian (Trevor Bayliss) and the
usual re-correction of an Englishman (Chris Silverwood). Soon
enough since McCullum's last competitive fixture (2019) to be
assured the ECB aren’t exactly trying to reanimate the corpse of
Steve Jobs.

McCullum help set New Zealand on course for their current
s u c c e s s u n d e r K a n e W i llii a m s o n ( A F P v i a G e t t y )

What links he has to England are personal. He is good friends
with Eoin Morgan, which is why the limited-overs job made so
much sense. Indeed, the blueprint for the white ball revolution
that has been running since 2015, from strategy to ethos, were
pages straight out of McCullum’s playbook, with some
sprinkling of All Black culture chat. He was there in the Lord’s
commentary box watching on as England ticked oﬀ a major
milestone with victory in the 2019 World Cup, at the expense of
his beloved Black Caps.
We could probably give him credit for the Test team’s brief
upturn in 2015 when they ended the summer as Ashes winners.
McCullum’s New Zealand were the first touring side that season
at a time when Alastair Cook’s conservative captaincy was under
the most scrutiny. Though just two matches, the series was a
reminder that English Test cricket could, in fact, be fun, for
players as much as spectators. After victory was confirmed in the
fourth Test against Australia at Trent Bridge, McCullum sent a
congratulatory message to Cook. “Tough times don’t last, tough
people do,” he wrote.
Many of those who called McCullum an opponent that summer
are still around now, assuming roles of greater responsibility
within the team. Those who have come in since will need no
introduction to the man now focused on arresting a slump of

one win in the past 17 Tests. Once the reminiscing and
introductions are done, the real work, the work he will be judged
harshly for, will begin.
Just as with Key and with Stokes, who knows, really, if
McCullum is to succeed at an international coaching role that,
as well as being his first, is likely to be his biggest. Like an
innings from the man himself, there is a glorious uncertainty to
what happens next. As Key noted, it’s time for us all to buckle up
and get ready for the ride.
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Pro golfer urges tour fans to
boycott Saudi-backed series

F r e n c h p laa y e r M i k e L o r e n z o -V
Ve r a h a s b e e n o n e o f t h e f e w p laa y e r s t o s p e a k o u t p u b lii c lyy a g a i n s t
t h e S a u d i -b
b a c k e d L IV
V G o lff In
n v i t a t i o n a l S e r i e s (G e t t y)

TOM KERSHAW

The moral outrage over Greg Norman’s extraordinary defence of
Saudi Arabia’s human rights abuses and the murder of Jamal
Khashoggi in 2018 has spread far beyond golf but rarely pierced

the complicity within its locker rooms. Norman’s obscenely
lucrative invitational series, solely funded by the Saudi sovereign
wealth fund, has drawn coy interest rather than condemnation
from players over the past few months and it was only after Phil
Mickelson made a similar gaﬀe in February that the prospect of
a rival league was reduced to a series of eight disruptive events.
The first of those will take place at the Centurion Club in St
Albans next month, with Mickelson, Lee Westwood, Sergio
Garcia and Ian Poulter among those who have sought releases to
compete in the $25m (£20m) tournament. That has become a
legal battleground in itself, with Norman pledging to “defend,
reimburse and represent” players if their participation leads to
fines and bans from the PGA and DP World Tours. That threat of
uncertainty may well provoke a new wave of hesitancy but moral
impediments have been far less apparent.
In February, Mike Lorenzo-Vera, a colourful and popular
journeyman on the European Tour, said he wouldn’t accept an
invitation to any Saudi-backed event after watching a BBC
documentary on the war in Yemen. Now the Frenchman is
urging his fellow players to speak up and is calling on fans to
boycott the first event at Centurion.
“If you go to the players’ lounge at any time, at least one table is
speaking about [the LIV Series],” he tells The Independent. “Even
me, I’d love to play for that amount of money as well for my
family, my passions, but there is a time when you need to stand
up a little bit and be a human being. I know there are players
who are uncomfortable with it but it feels like they are staying
quiet just in case there’s a piece of the cake coming to them one
day. Some players will speak but the crowd needs to boycott it as
well, don’t go there.”
The LIV Golf Invitational Series is set to be worth an
astonishing $225m (£184m) in 2022 alone and Lorenzo-Vera
says the vast sums being thrown at players are “not logical” and
make it nigh on impossible for the main tours to ward oﬀ the
threat of a rival league, with Norman announcing that the Saudis
had invested an additional $2bn (£1.6bn) on Tuesday.

No r m a n h a s d e f e n d e d S a u d i A r a b i a’s h u m a n r i g h t s a b u s e s
a n d t h e m u r d e r o f J a m a l K h a s h o g g i ( A c t i o n Im
m a g e s / R e u t e r s)

“There is no chance it can be stopped now,” Lorenzo-Vera says.
“They have so much money and they have Greg Norman.
They’re going to build a tour slowly, they’re going to succeed for
sure. I’m just speaking my voice but with no hope.”
Until such a rival league is properly established, though,
Lorenzo-Vera likens the invitational events, which will be played
over 54 holes without a cut, to a “comedy show”. “If you play like
shit, you still take a hundred grand,” he says. “The guys at the
top will be fighting but for the rest, it’s like a paid holiday. The
format is not golf. It’s just a show.”
Lorenzo-Vera idolised all of Norman, Westwood and Garcia
growing up and “respects them so much as golf players”. But in
the case of the latter two especially, who have earned a
combined £60m in career prize money alone, Lorenzo-Vera
says he struggles to reconcile that admiration with their choice.
“I’m huge fans of them but I don’t get it,” he says. “I don’t
understand, I might be stupid, but just for money you would spit
on the PGA Tour?”
He is not blind to the hypocrisy of that statement, having twice
accepted invitations to play in Saudi Arabia in the past, nor does
he claim to be virtuous or politically correct. But on the second
of those visits for the controversial Saudi International event
that used to be part of the European Tour schedule, Lorenzo-

Vera said he felt “uncomfortable” and the experience “left a
strange taste” in his mouth.
“I’m only a sportsman, I stopped school early, I didn’t reach
much of the news when I was younger so I speak about emotions
and how I feel,” he says. “Some places feel wrong for me to go to
play and Saudi is definitely one of those. And don’t get me
wrong, we’re going to places [on the European Tour] we
shouldn’t go already. But that doesn’t mean we should allow
Saudi as well. We can minimise the problem instead of keeping
it going.”
It is an individual choice and Lorenzo-Vera stresses that he can
sympathise with less successful players who may need the
money to secure their future. “I would’ve definitely made the
mistake to do it when I was younger,” he says. But he’s 37 now
and worries that one day, once his children are older, they might
feel ashamed that he took the money. That is not a cross he
wants to bear, nor does he believe he’s alone in that regard.
“You cannot be perfect, but you can try to be just a bit better,”
he says. “The players are scared to say this, they’re scared to
take the heat. Be respectful to people but if you’re against
something, just say it.”
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P a i n e s t e p p e d d o w n a s c a p t a i n f o llo
owing a ‘sexting’ scandal before he took a break from cricket
(A F P/ G e t t y)

Paine left oﬀ contracts following ‘sexting’ scandal
Former Australia captain Tim Paine’s playing career may be
over, with the wicketkeeper omitted from Tasmania’s list of
contracted players. Paine, 37, stepped down as Test skipper in
the lead-up to the home Ashes series after a “sexting” scandal
and took an indefinite “mental health break” from the game.

A Cricket Tasmania spokesperson said yesterday Paine was not
given a contract by his home state because he was still on mental
health leave from national governing body Cricket Australia.
Paine was accused by a former Cricket Tasmania receptionist of
sending sexually explicit messages to her four years ago but the
cricketer said they were consensual.
He was cleared by an internal investigation in 2018 which was
not revealed to the public until late last year. Paine’s accuser
Renee Ferguson has launched a sexual harassment claim against
Cricket Tasmania. Ferguson has separately been accused of
stealing money from Cricket Tasmania and her case is before a
Hobart court. She denies the allegations. Reuters

Mercedes confi
firrm long-term commitment tto
o Formula One
Mercedes-Benz Group chairman Ola Kallenius has pledged “we
will remain” in Formula One as they look forward to the carbonneutral future of the sport. In four years, new engine regulations
will make the cars power units more reliant on electric power
and reduce the sport’s carbon dioxide emissions.
And Kallenius insists Mercedes are looking to the future of F1 as
something they want to stay heavily involved in. Speaking at the
Financial Times’ Future of the Car Summit, he said: “We have
decided to go down this path of decarbonisation. It is the only
decision we can make, and the same goes for Formula 1. “The
next engine regulations will give much more importance to the
electric part, and there is a clear commitment to make Formula
One CO2 neutral.
“Battery technology is not yet perfected. But going CO2-free
and putting more emphasis on electrification ensures Formula 1
remains very relevant and that we will remain.” Mercedes have
started the 2022 season slower than usual, currently sitting 62
points adrift of constructors leaders Ferrari after five races.

USA to host Rugby World Cup for the fi
firrst time

The United States will host the Rugby World Cup for the first
time, it has been confirmed. The country will play host to the
men’s showpiece event in 2031 and will stage the women’s
tournament two years later as the sport continues to try to push
its boundaries outside of traditional heartlands.
Australia will host the men’s World Cup in 2027 and the
women’s in 2029 while England have been chosen to stage the
2025 women’s tournament. The hosts were finalised following a
World Rugby Council meeting in Dublin.
Australia and England were earlier named “preferred
candidates” while the US was in dialogue with World Rugby as
part of a new selection model introduced last year that aims to
accelerate the growth of the sport. Australia will stage the men’s
competition for the third time after 1987 – co-hosts with New
Zealand – and 2003.
US president Joe Biden last month backed his country’s bid,
pledging to promote the sport in the country and deliver “the
most successful Rugby World Cups in history”. Reuters

Demare wins stage six of Giro D’Italia
Arnaud Demare doubled up as he edged out Caleb Ewan and
Mark Cavendish to take victory on stage six of the Giro d’Italia
in Scalea yesterday. The Frenchman had taken his first Grand
Tour stage victory in two years on Wednesday but had to wait
barely 24 hours more for a second as he followed up the win in
Messina by beating Ewan in a photo finish as Cavendish faded to
third, hitting his handlebars in frustration as they crossed the
line.
The Manxman – who went long with his sprint to win stage
three – had been the first to light it up, but had Ewan attached
to his wheel. Then, as the Australian powered past him, Demare
emerged and took the victory with a bike throw on the line.
The sprint finish meant there were no major changes at the top
of the general classification, in which Juan Pedro Lopez holds
the leader’s pink jersey. Britain’s Simon Yates is the best placed

of the main favourites in fourth, one minute and 42 seconds
down ahead of three tough days to come which should shake up
the standings.
Today’s 197km (122 miles) stage from Diamante to Potenza
includes four categorised climbs, highlighted by the category
one Monte Sirino, with a total of 4,450m of elevation on the
menu. PA
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