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‘No explanation’ for most first-class degrees as grades soar
Nicola Woolcock Education Editor

First-class degrees were awarded to
almost four in ten graduates last
summer and most cannot be explained,
the student watchdog said as it
criticised spiralling grade inflation.
Top degrees were given to 80 per cent
of graduates at one institution. On a
national level, the rate of students

getting firsts despite having three Ds or
lower at A-level has increased significantly in recent years.
The Office for Students (OfS)
admonished universities for allowing
“unmerited” grade inflation over the
past ten years and said that they must
avoid letting it become “baked in”.
Michelle Donelan, the universities
minister, said that universities needed

to follow school exams and reverse the
far higher grades awarded during the
pandemic. School pupils sit the same
externally set and marked exams such
as GCSEs and A-levels. Universities
run them internally and set their own
standards, although many have
external moderators on their boards.
The regulator analysed the increase
in top degrees in England from 2011, the

year before tuition fees trebled, to 2021.
It found that 59 per cent of first-class
degrees cannot be explained when
compared with student performance a
decade ago.
The proportion of students achieving
a first-class degree has more than doubled in a decade, from 15.7 per cent in
2010-11 to 37.9 per cent in 2020-21. In
total, 84.4 per cent achieved a first or 2.1

compared with 67 per cent ten years
ago. In 2019, 29.5 per cent of students
graduated with a first-class degree, of
which 48 per cent were unexplained,
and in 2020, 36.1 per cent achieved
firsts, of which 62 per cent appeared
unjustified.
The regulator looks at factors
including past academic performance
Continued on page 2, col 3
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Moon dust
heralds a
giant leek
for mankind
Kaya Burgess Science Reporter

Boris Johnson’s cabinet met yesterday at a Stoke-on-Trent pottery. The former foreign secretary Jeremy Hunt has said the Tories are suffering more than midterm blues

Tories risk losing next
election, Hunt tells PM
Former cabinet minister won’t rule out leadership bid
Oliver Wright Policy Editor
Steven Swinford, Chris Smyth

Boris Johnson has a “big mountain to
climb” if he is to guide the Tories to
victory at the next election, the former
foreign secretary Jeremy Hunt has said,
as he refused to rule out a campaign for
the leadership.
In his starkest criticism of the
government to date, Hunt said that the
Tories’ loss of nearly 500 seats in last
week’s local elections was not just “midterm blues” but reflected deep concerns
of voters about the cost of living. He

warned that the “very, very low growth”
of the economy risked impeding the
NHS in its struggle to cope with “ever increasing bills” and a shortage of doctors.
The government’s focus on targets to
clear the post-pandemic backlog in
hospitals raised the danger of “another
Mid-Staffs” scandal, where hundreds of
patients were mistreated by the NHS,
he said.
“To win an election, the Conservative
Party has to promise a well-funded
NHS and the prospect of tax cuts. If we
make people choose between one or
the other, we’re not going to win the

election,” he told Matt Chorley on
Times Radio in an interview to be
broadcast today. “I do think that we
would be wrong to say that the setbacks
the Conservative Party have are just
mid-term blues, and there’s a big mountain to climb to win the next election.”
Hunt said some voters had been
“horrified” by the revelations of
lockdown breaches in Downing Street
but that last week’s poor election results
reflected broader underlying concerns
about the economy. “Underneath it, I
think the reason that we got such a
kicking was economic concerns that

many families had,” he said. “We are
faced with a situation now where we
have very, very low underlying growth
in the economy.”
Hunt’s comments were made in the
run-up to the publication of his book
Zero, about his time as health secretary
and the challenge of eliminating preventable deaths in the NHS. But they
also come as supporters privately talk
up his prospects of replacing Johnson if
the prime minister is ousted by MPs.
They argue that he is the only “big
beast” in the party capable of taking on
Continued on page 2, col 3

Moon dust collected by Neil Armstrong
and Buzz Aldrin has been used to grow
plants for the first time, opening the
way for a new era of “lunar farming”.
The breakthrough could enable
astronauts to grow food and produce
oxygen in a new age of exploration.
Crews, including the first woman, will
return to the moon for the first time in
more than 50 years via Nasa’s Artemis
programme as early as 2026.
Researchers at the University of
Florida spent 11 years asking to borrow
lunar dust brought back by Nasa crews
of Apollo 11, 12 and 17. Between 1969 and
1972, astronauts collected 382kg of lunar material. Armstrong and Aldrin
brought back 21.6kg, including dust,
dozens of rocks, and two rock cores.
The samples are deemed of
“incalculable” significance. Scientists
were lent 12g — a few teaspoons’ full.
Lunar dust has spent aeons exposed
to cosmic radiation and it was thought
that a seed planted in moon soil would
fail to germinate. Researchers filled
thimble-sized wells with a gram of
moon dust, adding water and a solution
of nitrogen, potassium, sodium and
other nutrients. They planted Arabidopsis thaliana seeds, a weed known as
mouse-ear cress, and shoots emerged
with green leaves.
“We did not predict that,” said Professor Anna-Lisa Paul, co-author of the
study in Communications Biology.
“That told us the lunar soils didn’t interrupt the hormones and signals involved
in plant germination.”
Dr Mark Symes, a Glasgow University
chemist who was not part of the research, said: “ You can imagine trying to
grow plants on the [lunar] surface with
a biodome over them, shining light,
adding nutrients and pouring water on.”
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Today’s highlights
7.15am
8am
11am

Jacob Rees-Mogg, Brexit opportunities minister
Paul Dorfman, Nuclear Consulting Group chairman
Matt Chorley talks to Jeremy Hunt, chairman
of the Health and Social Care Select Committee
1.30pm The former Black Rod David Leakey
looks back on state openings of parliament
8.35pm Hannah MacInnes, right, on the play
Prima Facie, starring Jodie Comer
10.30pm Henry Bonsu reviews the front pages
with Martha Gill and Almara Abgarian
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T O D AY ’ S E D I T I O N
Javid promises
plan to fight ME

Jubilee pudding
winner chosen

Heavy losses for
Russia battalion

Sajid Javid, the health
secretary, has promised
a new approach to the
illness myalgic
encephalomyelitis. He
marked World ME Day
by telling parliament he
would develop a plan
for research into the
condition, which affects
at least 250,000 people
across Britain. Page 4

A lemon Swiss roll and
amaretti trifle inspired
by a dish served at the
Queen’s wedding in
1947 has been chosen
in a Fortnum & Mason
competition as the
pudding to mark her
Platinum Jubilee. It
was created by Jemma
Melvin, a 31-year-old
copywriter. Page 5

Russia’s army lost
almost a whole
battalion in an attempt
at the weekend to cross
the Siverskyi Donets
River, between the
provinces of Donetsk
and Luhansk in east
Ukraine. Possibly 1,000
soldiers died in a set of
strikes by Ukrainian
forces. Pages 14-15

The US must beware getting pulled
ever deeper into the Ukraine conflict
GERARD BAKER, PAGE 25

Covid death toll
in US hits 1m

KPMG faces
record penalty

Test cricket’s
in for a ride

President Biden
ordered flags across
the US to be flown at
half-mast to mark the
nation’s millionth
death from Covid-19. A
a $22.5 billion package
to fund relief from the
virus, including
$5 billion in foreign
aid, is blocked in
Congress. Page 28

KPMG is to be hit with
a record £20 million
fine after some of its
staff misled the
accounting regulator as
it checked the firm’s
audits of the collapsed
construction group
Carillion. A reduction
to £14.4 million is likely,
to reflect admissions of
wrongdoing. Page 31

Rob Key, England’s
managing director of
men’s cricket, told
players and supporters
to “buckle up and get
ready for the ride”
after confirmation of
the appointment of
Brendon McCullum, a
former New Zealand
captain, as coach of
the Test team. Page 66
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Dry with sunny spells in the south
and east; cloudy with showers in
the north. Full forecast, page 54

Ben Clatworthy
Transport Correspondent

Utility companies accused of creating a
“plague of potholes” will be hit with
fines under new measures to improve
the quality of the country’s crumbling
road network.
Ministers will change the law in a
move that will prevent utility companies that dig up the road leaving behind
thousands of potholes, as well as bring
down the number of road users who
suffer damage.
A new inspection regime will monitor companies’ performance, with the
worst performers facing fines. Those
penalised for failing to leave the road in
a good condition will be inspected more
regularly by local authorities.
“The plague of potholes is the menace of our roads,” said Grant Shapps,
the transport secretary. “That’s why
I’m ensuring companies who create
them and leave roads in a poor state can
be held to account more easily.
“We’ve already invested billions of
pounds into road maintenance, helping
local authorities keep highways well
maintained, and I’ll continue working
to make sure all road users around the

continued from page 1
Hunt’s warning to Johnson
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Tough inspection regime to
target scourge of potholes
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Labour at the next election without
being “sullied” with having been in
government over the past three years.
Asked whether he would stand for
the leadership, Hunt did not rule out a
campaign before 2024 but said he did
not believe Johnson should be ousted
now. “When you’ve done a few big jobs
in the cabinet, and the prime minister
goes through a rocky patch then you’re
always going to have that speculation,”
he said. “I personally don’t believe that
it’d be right to have a leadership contest
right now, because we’re in the middle
of a terrible war in Ukraine.”
In an interview with The Times
Magazine to be published tomorrow
Hunt said that if Johnson was found to
have misled parliament it would be “a
very big deal”. Asked if he was discreetly
preparing a leadership move he replied:
“As I said, I don’t think it’s the right time,
but I would be very open with you that
I don’t rule out a return in the future.”
Hunt said that if he had won the party
leadership election in 2019 some aspects of his premiership would have
been “better” than Johnson’s, but he
would also have made mistakes.
“I’d have done some things better
than Boris Johnson and I’d have made
some mistakes that he didn’t make. I
think my approach to the pandemic
would have been different but on the
other hand I wouldn’t have gotten the
majority that he got in the 2019 general
election.”
Hunt’s comments about the economy
contrast with those of Johnson, who,

continued from page 1
Sharp rise in first-class degrees
and the gender, age, disability, ethnicity
and deprivation of students to calculate
whether the proportion of firsts is as
expected. The Royal Academy of Music
classified 80 per cent of its degrees as
firsts last summer, as did University
College London and Imperial College
for 61 per cent.
The highest number of unexplained
firsts were awarded by the Royal
Academy of Music, the Conservatoire
of Dance and Drama and Leeds
Conservatoire. Bradford University
and Queen Mary University in London

country can enjoy the safe, world-class
infrastructure that they deserve.”
Officials say that utility companies
are failing almost 10 per cent of the inspections that are carried out. The
worst-performing utility company has
failed 63 per cent of inspections.
Nicholas Lyes, head of roads policy at
the RAC, said: “While roadworks are
frustrating at the best of times, it’s even
worse when utility companies leave
roads in a substandard state when the
temporary traffic lights are finally
removed.
“Poorly carried-out reinstatement
work very often leads to road surfaces
breaking down, unnecessarily causing
potholes. Introducing a performancebased inspections scheme should force
utilities companies to raise their game.”
The RAC attended more than 10,000
pothole-related breakdowns last year,
the equivalent of 27 every day, and the
highest number since 2018.
Lyes said: “Potholed roads are a
menace, not a mere annoyance – they
can cause thousands of pounds of unnecessary damage to drivers’ vehicles,
make using our roads uncomfortable
and can be a serious road-safety hazard
for anyone on two wheels.”

The new laws on utility companies
will come into force in April next year.
Companies will also be required to
provide local authorities and the
Department for Transport with more
accurate data on when roadworks will
take place.
Companies will be asked to provide
information about when works start
and stop at weekends. This will update
sat-navs and other apps so motorists
are aware of where roadworks are
happening and can avoid those areas,
preventing traffic jams.
Baroness Vere of Norbiton, the roads
minister, said: “This is a clear victory
for motorists and all road users who will
be able to enjoy smoother, safer journeys.”
The new law will also aid the installation of new high-speed broadband
cabling. Under current legislation,
authorities can put restrictions in place
for up to three years after resurfacing a
road or after new construction, preventing utility companies from carrying out further works.
An amendment will allow exemptions for new customer connections in
an attempt to speed up the rollout of
broadband across the country.

By-election voters desert Tories while Johnson is leader
Swing voters in Tiverton
and Honiton have said
that they will not vote
for the Conservatives
until Boris Johnson has
quit, boosting Liberal
Democratic hopes in an
impending by-election
(Chris Smyth writes).
A focus group for
Times Radio found that
voters who backed the
Tories in the last
election were swinging
towards the Lib Dems
because they had lost
faith in the prime
minister. Some said that
they would never vote
for the party until it had
a different leader, even
though they gave a
lukewarm reception to

“bland” Sir Keir Starmer,
the Labour leader.
The findings will
boost Lib Dem hopes of
overturning the 24,239
Tory majority in the byelection prompted by
the resignation of Neil
Parish, who was caught
watching porn in the
Commons chamber.
Although voters were
not enthused by Sir Ed
Davey, the Lib Dem
leader, their hesitation
about voting for his
party has largely
evaporated.
James Johnson,
Theresa May’s former
pollster, who ran the
focus group for the
communications

consultancy Kekst CNC,
likened the parties
scandal to the Iraq war
for Tony Blair, or Nick
Clegg’s broken pledge
on tuition, in causing a
permanent loss of trust.
Almost all the voters
described the cost of
living as the main issue,
with some mentioning
GP appointments and
local problems such as
potholes and new
development. James
Johnson argued that
this meant “the issue
agenda is stacked
heavily in the Lib Dems’
favour. The Lib Dems
are seen as a ‘credible’
party, and a ‘happy
medium’ to vote for”.

despite sluggish growth, hailed the
unemployment rate of 3.8 per cent
yesterday.
Hunt said the NHS was now in “crisis”
owing to a lack of staff but hit out at the
government’s “micromanagement” of
the backlog of routine care, warning
that it risked a repeat of the Mid-Staffs
scandal, where “appalling” suffering
was inflicted on hundreds of people as
managers pursued NHS targets.
“I’m worried that we will have
another Mid Staffs because it seems to
me the approach that we’re taking to

dealing with this backlog is another
ranch of targets,” he said. “The risk is
that managers and doctors and nurses
spend more time looking over their
shoulder to their line manager than
looking at the patient in front of them.”

also had higher proportions of firsts
than expected.
The average rate of firsts for those entering with three Ds at A-level and below has increased more than fivefold,
from 5.3 per cent to 28.5 per cent.
Susan Lapworth, interim chief executive at the OfS, said the report “starkly
demonstrates the scale of increases in
degree classifications in our universities
and colleges”. She said that universities
had used “no-detriment” policies to
adapt assessments to the pandemic.
This ensured students would get a final
grade no lower than the university’s most
recent assessment of their attainment.
The data on degree classes was based

on 143 institutions, looking at the outcomes for 266,705 graduates.
Donelan said: “Just as Ofqual has set
out its approach to [GCSE and A-level]
grading, with results expected to return
to the usual grade profile by 2023 . . . it is
important that universities do the same
to restore pre-pandemic grading.”
University College London said it
expected this year’s results to be closer to
normal. The Royal Academy of Music
said its final gradings were scrutinised
by external specialists. Queen Mary
University said it was proud of “reducing
the attainment gap between white and
black and minority ethnic students”.

Politics, pages 6-8

Zero: Eliminating Unnecessary Deaths in
a Post-Pandemic NHS by Jeremy Hunt
is published by Swift Press on May 24
(£20)
6 Jeremy Hunt: how I would fix the
NHS — Don’t miss The Sunday Times
this weekend

Private school disadvantage, page 12
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Bayeux deal to repair frayed relations
The V&A is paving the
way for a return of the
tapestry from France to
Britain after 950 years,
writes David Sanderson
It is thought to have been stitched in
Britain in the aftermath of King Harold
taking an arrow in the eye at the Battle
of Hastings.
And now, after one deal unravelled,
hopes have been rekindled that the
Bayeux Tapestry depicting the Norman invasion of 1066 could finally
make a return trip across the Channel
to Britain.
The Victoria and Albert Museum has
sealed an agreement that could pave
the way for a temporary appearance,
and which could prove a poke in the eye
for the British Museum.
It has signed a memorandum of
understanding to “share research and
expertise” with the Bayeux Museum in
Normandy, which holds the 70m-long
embroidery. It is also seeking a financial
donor to help to underwrite a joint conservation project.
It hopes this will lead to “future opportunities for research, curatorial and
scientific exchange”, a hint that a larger
project could become a reality.
In 2018 Theresa May, then prime
minister, and President Macron of

The tapestry battles
1476 Earliest recording
of the tapestry is made
in the inventory of
Bayeux Cathedral.
1724 Drawings
corresponding to less
than a seventh of the
tapestry are found in
Normandy.
1794 The tapestry is
removed from the
cathedral by the Fine
Arts Commission in an
attempt to preserve art
after the French
Revolution.

1804 Napoleon briefly
moves it to a display in
Paris.
1886 A replica is
displayed in the
Nicholson Institute,
Leek, Staffordshire “so
that England should
have a copy of its own”.
1870 The original is
again removed during
the Franco-Prussian war
but returned two years
later.
1939 The tapestry is
moved to a shelter in

France agreed to bring the tapestry to
Britain for the first time in 950 years but
the plans were shelved amid deteriorating relations and claims that the work
was in poorer condition than had been
thought. It had been due this year.
That deal led to a face-off between
cultural institutions, with the British
Museum, the Tower of London, Battle
Abbey, on the site of Harold’s demise,
and the V&A all staking a claim.
Hartwig Fischer, director of the British Museum, said at the time that it
would be the “most significant” loan
ever from France to Britain and his
museum would be “honoured and delighted” to display it. The V&A, how-

the bishop’s palace at
Bayeux in anticipation
of the Nazi invasion. It
was also removed
before the outbreak of
the First World War.
1945 The tapestry is put
on display in the Louvre
to coincide with a visit
by Sir Winston Churchill.
1983 It is brought to a
secure and
environmentally
controlled room in
Bayeux, where it has
remained since.

ever, has an extensive textile collection,
its own global renown and a chairman,
Nicholas Coleridge, who has revelled in
its rivalry with the British Museum.
In 2019 Coleridge celebrated the
V&A’s museum shop overtaking the
British Museum’s to become the country’s most successful. He said: “The
British Museum shop increasingly sells
teddy bears wearing police helmets
while the V&A shop sells the most
beautiful jewellery and incredibly lovely William Morris drying up towels.”
Tristram Hunt, director of the V&A,
said last year that it would be “fabulous”
to carry out conservation work on the
tapestry in Britain, and it was suggested

The Bayeux Tapestry depicting the 1066 Norman invasion needs conservation. A
2018 plan to bring it to Britain was shelved as relations with France deteriorated

that public viewings of the work in
progress could be a lucrative draw.
The V&A issued a statement yesterday, saying: “We would be delighted if it
could be shown in Britain in the future
(subject to the principles as outlined by
the 2018 agreement between the two
governments and the prerogatives of
the French state)”.
It described the tapestry as “a unique
work of art and historical document,
and an iconic symbol of England and
France’s shared history”.
The mayor of Bayeux said last year
that the tapestry could cross the Channel if Britain agreed to undertake and
underwrite the €2 million restoration.

Only a handful of cultural institutions
have the facilities and textile knowledge to undertake such a project.
The V&A wants to create a digital
database of the tapestry, using 180 glass
negatives a photographer took in 1872.
They were made into full-size copies
which were coloured by hand and
became the longest composite photograph made in the 19th century.
The tapestry is one of Europe’s cultural treasures, depicting one of the
most important events in Britain’s history. When the planned loan was announced in 2018 it was hailed as a symbol of an enduring post-Brexit relationship between Britain and France.

Cambodia puts faith in Dorries with a plea for looted treasures
David Sanderson Arts Correspondent

Cambodia has demanded the return of
treasures looted from its temples,
claiming that the British Museum and
the Victoria and Albert Museum
bought them from a rogue trader.
Phoeurng Sackona, the Cambodian
culture minister, has written to Nadine
Dorries, her British counterpart, asking
her to help return scores of “sacred”
treasures that were looted during the
brutal reign of the Khmer Rouge in the
late 1970s. The ultra-Maoist movement

continued to control large areas until
the late 1990s.
The letter says that
many of the items
passed through Douglas Latchford, the British dealer who is
known to have sold
many Cambodian treasures during the 1980s
and 1990s. In 2019 prosecutors in the US
accused him of smuggling stolen antiq-

uities. He died in August 2020 before
he went to trial.
Cambodia has presented the
British Museum with a list of
about 100 objects in its collection that it believes were
stolen, according to the BBC.
All are thought to be in storage.
The V&A is believed to have
about 50 disputed items.
This 10th century work has
already been returned
to Phnom Penh

The museums said they were transparent about the origins of items in
their collections and that they would
respond officially to the requests.
The letter from Phoeurng reminds
Dorries that Britain is a signatory to the
Hague Convention, which aims to protect cultural property during conflicts.
Brad Gordon, the chief legal counsel
to Cambodia’s Ministry of Culture, said
trade in items taken during the Khmer
Rouge era could be a war crime.
“This was a time of conflict. The
whole world knew it. Large museums

like the British Museum or the V&A
shouldn’t have accepted these pieces,”
he told the BBC.
“We would say, for the majority of
pieces, there is no export licence, there
is no permit. So these museums and
these individuals are in receipt of stolen
property and the stolen property needs
to come back.”
Former looters in Cambodia identified items in the museum catalogues
that they claim to have removed from
temple complexes to the BBC. They
include bronze and sandstone statues.
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Killer ‘told guards’

Purple rain Jennifer Shulver and her son Edward, two, admire the spectacular display of wisteria in the Sundial Garden at Exbury Gardens Steam Railway, Hampshire

ME isn’t just in the mind, accepts
Javid as he pledges new approach
Sean O’Neill

Sajid Javid has promised a radical new
approach to the debilitating illness
myalgic encephalomyelitis, making the
government a world leader in tackling
what he called “an incredibly disabling
condition”.
The health secretary marked World
ME Day yesterday by telling parliament he was “committed to better care
and support for people living with ME
and their families”.
Javid will lead the development of a
plan for patient care and new research
into the condition — also known as
chronic fatigue syndrome (CFS) —
which affects at least 250,000 people in
Britain.
“At the heart of the delivery plan will
be two core principles; firstly, that we do
not know enough about ME/CFS,
which must change if we are to improve
experiences and outcomes. Secondly,

we must trust and listen to those with
lived experience of ME/CFS,” he said.
ME is a complex neurological disorder that causes fluctuating symptoms
including prolonged fatigue, dizziness,
muscle pain, gastrointestinal problems
and brain fog. About 25 per cent of sufferers are unable to leave home.
Javid’s remarks are the first time a
senior government minister has spoken
out about the condition, for which there
is no diagnostic test, treatment or cure.
It signals the emergence of new thinking on ME, which has been viewed by
many in medicine for decades as a psychological or behavioural disorder.
Attitudes have been changing and
the emergence of long Covid — similar
to much of ME, it is post-viral and has
many identical symptoms — has driven
a wave of research into both conditions
around the world.
Javid said: “ME/CFS affects the lives
of children and adults across the coun-

try. It can be an incredibly disabling
condition with fluctuating symptoms
making it difficult to take part in everyday activities, enjoy a family or social
life, access services and engage in work
or education — especially for the estimated 25 per cent of people who have
severe or very severe symptoms.
“Whilst there are currently no
known cures or treatments for the condition, people with ME/CFS can be supported to manage their symptoms and
maximise their quality of life.”
He will be working with Professor
Lucy Chappell, his department’s chief
scientific adviser, to create a plan for research and better patient care.
Javid said he was already talking to
the Scottish government and would be
liaising with the other devolved
nations. His delivery plan will be published this year.
The health secretary also endorsed a
report from ME patients setting out ten

priority areas for research, ranging
from developing a diagnostic test to
why some cases become severe and
whether there is a direct link with long
Covid.
Javid said: “The government recognised that ME is an under-researched
area and pledges to support research
funders and the academic community
to respond to this independent report.
“It is so important that the voice of
those with lived experience of ME and
those that represent them is at the
heart of all future work to improve the
lives of people living with this debilitating illness”.
Sonya Chowdhury, of Action for ME,
said it was “fantastic to see that this devastating and disabling condition is
being explicitly acknowledged by government as priority”.
She added: “Through greater partnership working we hope to better understand this debilitating disease.”

Higher risk of heart disease in women linked to menopause
Eleanor Hayward
Health Correspondent

Taking hormone replacement therapy
could help women maintain healthy
cholesterol levels and stave off heart
disease, a study has found.
Researchers tracked 218 women with
an average age of 52 to see if hormonal
changes correlated with an increase in
chemicals linked to heart problems in
the blood.
They found that a natural decline in
oestrogen as women age could “direct-

ly” explain changes in the levels of 64
damaging molecules, including a rise in
cholesterol.
However, taking HRT, which is
prescribed to replace oestrogen and
relieve symptoms such as hot flushes,
can “ameliorate” these changes and
protect the heart.
The study found that oestrogen helps
to regulate levels of cholesterol, a fatty
substance that can block the walls of
blood vessels and cause heart problems. It also found that HRT was associated with increases in “good” HDL

cholesterol and reductions in “bad”
LDL cholesterol.
The study, published in the European
Journal of Preventive Cardiology, is the
first to show that the heightened risk of
heart disease as women get older is in
part caused by the menopause.
Some 3.6 million women in the UK
have heart disease, which can cause
heart attacks and strokes.
The research adds to a growing body
of evidence that HRT, which is in short
supply, offers health benefits beyond
relieving menopause symptoms.

The lead author Dr Eija Laakkonen,
from Finland’s University of Jyvaskyla,
said: “Menopause is unavoidable but it
is possible that the negative metabolite
shift can be diminished by eating
healthily and being physically active.
“Our findings indicate that initiating
HRT early into menopause, during the
menopausal transition, offers the
greatest cardioprotective effect.”
However, she stressed that “very
strong conclusions cannot be drawn” as
only 15 per cent of the participants involved started HRT during the study.

A killer who bludgeoned a PCSO
to death in woodland told prison
guards that if he were released he
would go back to “rape and kill”
women, Canterbury crown court
heard yesterday. Callum Wheeler,
22, said Julia James, 53, deserved
to die because she was “a copper”
and told staff: “You can’t go out in
the woods and expect to be safe.”
He has admitted killing the
mother of two last year by
beating her over the head with a
railway jack but denies murder.
The trial continues.

Covid inquiry widened
The scope of the public inquiry
into the handling of Covid-19 has
been expanded to examine the
pandemic’s impact on mental
health, inequality and children.
The inquiry, which aims to
inform preparation for future
pandemics, is due to begin next
year. The new scope follows a
public consultation that attracted
more than 20,000 responses.

Darts champion jailed
Ted Hankey, the former world
darts champion, has been jailed
for two years after admitting the
sexual assault of a young woman.
Hankey, 54, initally denied any
wrongdoing after the attack in
Crewe last September. Chester
crown court was told that he had
shown “arrogant entitlement”
during the attack and “more
self-pity than remorse” since.

Chicken meals warning
Retailers including Tesco, Marks
& Spencer, Waitrose, Sainsbury’s,
Co-op and Pret A Manger have
removed sandwiches and ready
meals containing chicken from
their shelves and told customers
not to eat them after a salmonella
outbreak at a processing factory.
The Food Standards Agency
website lists about 100 products
involved in the recall.

Child abduction arrests
Three men are being investigated
on suspicion of child abduction
after a teenage girl who had been
missing for two weeks was found.
Maddie Thomas, 15, disappeared
on April 26 after leaving her
foster home in Bristol. The
suspects were arrested at a
property in the city yesterday and
were about to be questioned,
Avon and Somerset police said.
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Winning the jubilee? It’s a mere trifle
VICTORIA JONES/PA

Valentine Low

A lemon Swiss roll and amaretti trifle
inspired by a dish served at the Queen’s
wedding in 1947 has been chosen as the
pudding to mark her Platinum Jubilee.
Created by Jemma Melvin, 31, a copywriter, the pudding was one of nearly
5,000 submitted by amateur bakers
around the country in a competition
launched by Fortnum & Mason, which
holds two royal warrants.
Melvin’s trifle was announced as the
winner last night by the Duchess of
Cornwall in a BBC1 programme, The
Jubilee Pudding: 70 Years in the Baking.
Coronation chicken became a
national favourite after it was created to
mark the Queen’s coronation in 1953,
and jubilee organisers hope that home
bakers around Britain will be making
the pudding for the celebrations marking her 70 years on the throne at the
beginning of June.
After announcing the winner the
duchess hugged Melvin and congratulated her. Melvin said: “Oh my. I have to
tell my grandma first, she is the person
that taught me how to bake.”
She told Dame Mary Berry, chairwoman of the judging panel: “Thank
you so much, Mary, it’s been an honour
as well to have your feedback . . . the
thought of people recreating my pudding, especially around the jubilee, is
just a total pleasure.”
Berry said: “It’s absolutely wonderful,
I think Britain is going to be delighted
and the Queen too.”
The competition, which was run in
conjunction with the Big Lunch charity,
asked people to create a pudding that
was fit for a queen, had a memorable
story, was perfect for home bakers and
would stand the test of time. The five
finalists were allowed to make their
puddings without a time limit.
The judges, who included the chef
Monica Galetti, were unanimous in
choosing Melvin’s trifle, which consists
of lemon-curd Swiss roll on the bottom,
St Clement’s jelly, lemon custard, amaretti biscuits, mandarin coulis, whipped
cream, candied peel, chocolate shards
and crushed amaretti biscuits on top.
Roger Pizey, Fortnum & Mason
executive pastry chef and another of
the judges, said: “I think we’ll be making
Jemma’s trifle for at least the next 50 to
100 years, without a doubt.”
After tasting the trifle, Galetti said: “I
got chunks of the amaretti biscuit that
have soaked up the cream and they’re
chewy, and I am so happy right now.”
Melvin, from Southport, who has
been baking since she was six, said that
she was inspired by her two grandmothers. She said: “My gran taught me
to bake but my nan’s signature dish was
a trifle. Hers was laced with sherry and
decorated with kiwi fruit and flaked
chocolate but this trifle is elevated and
fit for the Queen herself.
“I found out that the Queen had lemon posset at her wedding so I decided
the pudding had to be based on the lem-

Hannah Evans
Comment

L

Jemma Melvin, left, with her fellow finalists Susan Gardner, Kathryn Maclennan, Shabnam Russo and Sam Smith

Shortcuts make this recipe a piece of cake
Jemma Melvin has made
the winning recipe
effortless for those who
want to try her creation
before the long weekend.
For this recipe you will need
two Swiss roll tins,
measuring approximately
24cm by 34cm, and a trifle
dish with capacity of about
3.5 litres.
However, you could
always halve the recipe to
serve ten.
To simplify Melvin’s

recipe, you
can use ready-made
versions for most of
the elements and just
make the Swiss rolls
and mandarin coulis
from scratch.
For the lemon curd,
use 300g ready-made
lemon curd. Instead of
e
the St Clement’s jelly, use
one packet of lemonw
flavoured jelly and follow
o
the packet instructions to
make 568ml.
For the custard, use

Jemma Melvin’s trifle
was a wonder, according
to Mary Berry

500m
500ml of ready-made
cus
custard.
For the biscuits, use
100g of ready-made
10
a
amaretti biscuits.
In
Instead of making the
je
jewelled chocolate
ba
bark, you can finish
thi
this trifle by scattering
ove
over the reserved
ama
amaretti biscuits, mixed
peel and
an 50g of white
chocola
chocolate chunks.
Then it’s simply a case of
layering the components on
top of e
each other.

ast night the official
pudding of Her Majesty’s
Platinum Jubilee was
revealed: a lemon Swiss
roll and amaretti trifle
created by Jemma Melvin.
I was one of the bakers waiting,
apron on, rolling pin at the ready.
Puddings had to be submitted
with a story and photo.
Contestants were advised to keep
things simple, which was why
when I heard who won, I was a
little surprised.
Trifles are the crown jewels of
puddings. They can also be tricky
and time-consuming to make.
The base sponge layer must be
hole free to stop the jelly seeping
through. The jelly has to be
completely set (which takes at
least two hours) before the
custard, which must have cooled,
can be poured on. Rush it and
you risk the layers bleeding into
each other.
Melvin’s recipe is thorough.
There are 28 ingredients and
seven components. You need to
set aside more than five hours.
Thankfully, the recipe comes
with shortcuts. Melvin says that
you can buy the lemon curd,
biscuits and jelly.
This last tip is the best cheat.
The citrus flavours and thick,
creamy custard were delicious.
I’m sure the
Queen will
love it. It’s just
a good job she
won’t be
making it
herself.
Hannah Evans
is the Times
deputy food
editor

on flavour.” She added: “I think it’ll be
perfect for jubilee celebrations as it’s refreshing for summer. It can also be
made in a large dish or in individual
portions — whichever you’d prefer.”
Asked what she plans to do for the
jubilee weekend, Melvin, who lives with
her partner, James, and rescue dog, Bella, said: “I’m going to be making my
recipe for my gran at her street party.”
The other finalists were Sam Smith,
32, who made a bundt cake shaped like
a crown; Susan Gardner, 65, whose
four-nations pudding contained Scottish berries, Yorkshire rhubarb, Welsh
cakes and Irish butter and cream; Kathryn MacLennan, 29, who made a
passionfruit and thyme frangipane tart;
and Shabnam Russo, who created a
rose falooda cake.

Children watch blood-soaked wrestlers clash in ‘death match’
Kieran Gair

Since the days of Giant Haystacks and
later Hulk Hogan, the theatrics of professional wrestling have proved a hit
with millions of children.
So when families were offered a
discount for an event at a seaside
Conservative club in Co Durham, they
could have been forgiven for expecting
entertainment that was suitable for
their young ones.
What they witnessed was a hardcore
“death match” in which two blood-

Families watching the bout saw a
garden strimmer used as a weapon

soaked opponents smashed glass lighting tubes over each other and used a
garden strimmer as a weapon.
Police and council officials are investigating the staged battle after criticism from concerned fans.
The match, organised by Colliery
Championship Wrestling (CCW), advertised cheap tickets for families with
children for the event at Seaham Conservative Club on April 29. The promotional posters did not mention that the
show would include a so-called death
match involving weapons.

A death match is a style of wrestling
popular in the US in the 1990s in which
participants use objects such as barbed
wire and steel chairs as weapons.
Images and video shared on social
media show one blood-soaked wrestler
using an electric lawn strimmer to cut
his opponent. Another video shows a
performer smashing glass lighting
tubes across the back of his rival.
A local wrestler known as Benji highlighted the bout on social media and
said: “I’ve never seen this type of ultraviolence in front of a family audience.

“There was a mother shielding their
child’s face as glass and blood went
everywhere”.
A spokesman for CCW said: “To anyone who attended we apologise if this
has affected your experience negatively
in any way. We will take great care in
ensuring that any similar events that
may take place do so on shows advertised as ‘for mature audiences’ only.”
A Durham constabulary spokesman
said police were working with the
council’s licensing team after a number
of complaints were received.

6

2GM

Friday May 13 2022 | the times

News
News Politics

BP chief suggests windfall tax
I
Emily Gosden Energy Editor
Steven Swinford Political Editor

Analysis

BP has said that it would love to invest
more money in the UK if the tax regime
remains “stable” after Boris Johnson
and Rishi Sunak threatened to hit the
company with a windfall tax.
Bernard Looney, BP’s chief executive, angered ministers last week when
he told The Times he would press ahead
with £18 billion worth of investments
in the UK this decade even if a levy
were imposed.
His comments were seized upon by
Labour, which has been pushing for a
windfall tax on oil and gas companies,
and led to a shift in the government’s
position.
Boris Johnson yesterday said he
would look at introducing a windfall tax
on oil and gas companies, while Rishi
Sunak, the chancellor, said yesterday
that “no options are off the table”.
Ministers believe that BP and Shell’s
investment plans for the UK are not
ambitious enough given the scale of
their profits. BP announced a £5 billion
profit in the first quarter of this year,
while Shell made £7.3 billion.
Speaking at BP’s annual general
meeting yesterday, Looney warned,
however, that a windfall tax would
deter additional investment beyond the
£18 billion to which it has already
committed. “A stable and competitive
fiscal environment is an important element in any investment decision,” he
told shareholders. “By definition, windfall taxes are unpredictable, and so
would challenge investment in homegrown energy. We would love to invest
even more, and one of the key foundations of any such decisions will be a stable fiscal environment.”
Johnson repeatedly refused to rule
out implementing a windfall tax but
made clear that he was opposed in principle. Asked about Looney’s comments,
Johnson told LBC: “Well, you know,
then we’ll have to look it.”
He added: “I don’t like [windfall taxes] . . . I don’t think they’re the right way
forward. I want those companies to
make big, big investments.”
Sunak told the BBC: “There are two
camps of people. Some people think
windfall taxes can never be the answer.
Other people think windfall taxes are
an easy, quick simple answer to solve
every problem. I’m not in either school
of thought. I’m pragmatic. I’m not naturally attracted to the idea of them.

t was a moment
BP may come to
regret (Steven
Swinford writes).
Last week,
Bernard Looney, the
company’s chief
executive, conducted
an interview with The
Times in which he
said BP would not
reduce its investment
in the UK if it were
hit with a windfall
tax. His comments, on
the day the oil giant
announced $6 billion
profits, caused
consternation in
government. Until
then Boris Johnson,
the prime minister,

and Rishi Sunak, the
chancellor, had
opposed calls by
Labour for a windfall
tax. Now they had
no choice but to
countenance it.
“It was bizarre,” a
government source
said. “It felt like he
was goading us to tax
him. We really, really
don’t want to do this
— we’re ideologically
opposed to it and it
would hand Labour a
significant win — but
when the chief
executive is effectively
saying, ‘Come and tax
me if you think you’re
hard enough’, clearly

the chancellor has to
consider it.”
Ministers are
struggling to balance
energy companies’
record profits with
hefty household bills.
Will a windfall tax
actually happen?
Ministers still say in
private that it is very
unlikely. But they also
acknowledge that the
policy is hugely
popular and, given the
straitened fiscal
circumstances, they
have no choice but to
consider it. A one-off
windfall tax remains a
possibility, albeit a
distant one.

We’ve been here before
Governments are wary
of windfall taxes for fear
that, eventually, they
will hit people’s pockets.
A tax could be passed
on in higher prices or it
might affect share
values, hitting savers
and pensioners, or, as
ministers have warned,
it could deter
investment.
Geoffrey Howe, as
Margaret Thatcher’s

chancellor, used them
twice. In 1981 he raised
£400 million through a
tax on banks, who were
seen to have done well
out of interest rates
rising in 1979. He raised
£2.4 billion in 1982 with
a tax on North Sea oil
and gas following high
oil prices.
New Labour used the
mechanism in Gordon
Brown’s budget in 1997,

“But what I do know is these companies are making a significant amount of
profit at the moment because of these
very elevated prices. What I want to
see is significant investment back
into the UK economy to support jobs, to
support energy security. If that
doesn’t happen then no options are off
the table.”
The government is preparing more
support for families in late July or early
August, before the energy price cap announcement in October.
“There is more coming down the
track — July and so on,” Sunak said.
“But what we will do is use all the ingenuity and compassion that we have and
the fiscal firepower that we have as a

targeting companies
privatised by the Tories,
including power and
utility companies, BT
and BAA, the airport
operator. They had to
pay 23 per cent of their
value to the exchequer
in two instalments. It
raised about £5 billion.
North Sea oil and gas
were targeted by
George Osborne in 2011,
raising £2 billion.

result of the strong economic growth
we had coming out of the pandemic.”
The government’s cost-of-living
committee met for the first time this
week, where Sunak instructed ministers to come forward with proposals to
ease pressure on household budgets.
Robert Halfon, a senior Tory MP,
joined calls for a windfall tax to respond
to the “massive” pain of rising prices.
However, Sir Christopher Chope, a
senior Tory MP, warned against one.
He told the Commons: “They are a simplistic solution which always end up
hurting the ordinary people who work
hardest in this population.”
Tax on energy company profits remains a
bad idea, leading article, page 27

PM wants 91,000 civil servants axed Quentin Letts
Snollygosters serve up
years of procrastination
Chris Smyth Whitehall Editor

Boris Johnson said last night that he
wanted to cut the civil service by a fifth
to free up billions of pounds for tax cuts.
The number of civil servants has
grown from 380,000 in 2016 to more
than 470,000 as central government
went on a hiring spree to deal with
Brexit and then Covid.
Ministers have previously said that
they want to shed at least 65,000 posts
created during the pandemic and yesterday the prime minister told ministers
to draw up plans to get numbers down
to pre-Brexit levels. “We have got to cut
the cost of government to reduce the
cost of living,” he told the Daily Mail.
“Every pound the government preempts from the taxpayer is money they
can spend on their own priorities, on
their own lives”. He said that the civil
service had become “swollen” during
the pandemic and 91,000 jobs had to go
— almost a fifth of the current total. It
is estimated that the move will save
about £3.5 billion a year.
Johnson, under mounting pressure

from his MPs to cut taxes, has vowed
that there will be “no lack of resource
and compassion” in dealing with the
cost-of-living crisis.
The prime minister promised “very,
very radical” ideas to help Britain break
out of a period of high inflation and low
growth, but argued that creating better
jobs was the ultimate answer to people’s
struggles with rising bills.
A review into the future of work
would look at how to ensure people had
the skills for emerging jobs and consider
how to deal with the growing role of automation and the gig economy, the
prime minister said yesterday.
Opening a cabinet meeting in Stokeon-Trent, Johnson boasted about Britain’s “extraordinary” employment rate,
saying that keeping people in work was
“the single most important thing that
we need to be focused on”.
Rishi Sunak, the chancellor, has
ruled out an emergency budget to offer
extra help with rising inflation, but
Johnson has promised that further
measures will come in the summer.
The prime minister said: “Everything

we’re doing now is focused on continuing to deliver jobs and growth. That is
the best way to power through the difficult times caused by global inflation in
the cost of energy.” He said inflation
would “eventually abate” and argued
that the government had to “fix the underlying supply-side issues”, citing the
cost of housing, transport and childcare. He vowed to “use all our ingenuity,
all our compassion” to help people.
After a Queen’s Speech that was criticised for a lack of measures to ease the
cost-of-living crisis, Johnson argued
that boosting infrastructure, education
and technology will create a “virtuous
cycle” to get through tough times.
He has asked Matt Warman, the Tory
MP who will lead the review, to consider
what the government should do to ensure a thriving labour market.
Angela Rayner, the deputy Labour
leader, said the review was “yet more
smoke and mirrors” from ministers
who had failed to tackle the cost of
living with an emergency budget.
Housing crisis puts Tories in a death
spiral, James Forsyth, page 23

Political Sketch

O

n a stale, somnolent
Thursday that captured
the fruitlessness of so
much Westminster life,
Dean Russell (C,
Watford) rose to his feet. Russell is
a blameless little chap. Enthusiastic.
Eager for his town. Loyal to his
causes. Last year he brought
forward a bill on restaurant tips. It
was designed to help waiters keep
tips rather than having the cash
trousered by their bosses. The bill
flew for a while but eventually it
landed in the drink. Russell had a

question for the minister: would the
government, in this new session,
still support his bill?
Yes it would! Great idea! So
indicated Paul Scully, an undersecretary at the department of
business. “He has done amazing
work in raising the profile of this
and making sure there’s a fair
system for tips,” said Scully of
Russell. “Our primary purpose in
driving employment measures is to
protect people at the lowest end.
Indeed, I will reaffirm our
commitment to build on his
continued work.” As he said this he
whipped his elbow in the air to
emphasise that “commitment”.
It was day three of the Queen’s
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would deter vital investment
JACOB KING, YUI MOK, OLI SCARFF/PA

Food bank poor
really can’t cook,
insists Tory MP
James Beal Social Affairs Editor

Pot luck yesterday Sajid Javid at the African Caribbean
Community Initiative, Wolverhampton; Sebastian Vettel
and Dominic Raab launch a mechanics workshop at HMP
Feltham; Boris Johnson and Nadine Dorries meet
Commonwealth Games volunteers in Birmingham

Speech debate. The Commons was
depressingly ill-attended. Minutes
dropped like glue. Visitors in the
public galleries watched with coalscuttle jaws. With the cabinet
hauled off to Stoke on Trent for a
photocall, no top-ranking minister
was able to open the debate. That is
why we had Scully, a jabbery,
unshaven specimen.
Do you remember the American
TV detective series The Rockford
Files? Jim Rockford had a furtive
pal, Angel, who fed him intelligence
from the rough end of town. Scully
not only looks like Angel but also
has much of his mumbled
shiftiness. In a Jacobean drama he
would play the Second Assassin.
Occasional observers of politics,
hearing Russell’s intervention
about the tips bill, might say:
“I thought the government
agreed to that ages ago.”
Indeed it did. Scully’s
own name is on a
Whitehall website page,
issued last September,
which “unveiled plans to
overhaul tipping

practices, helping around two
million people to top up their
income”. You can go back further,
to 2015, when Sajid Javid, then
business secretary, “launched a
consultation” on the issue. A year
later he declared that a restaurant
tip “should go to the people you
intended it to go to”.
Since then Javid has had four
different cabinet positions. We have
had the Brexit revolution, two
general elections, the Covid plague
and now a war.
Yet still this tweak to the rules on
restaurant tips has not
happened.
Scully was a restless presence
at the dispatch box. He
repeatedly touched the edges of
his speech. He danced to and
fro, waved a hand in the air,
ran a hand over his beardlet
and said “er” and “um”. He
gave the leanest ministerial
speech I have heard in a
Queen’s Speech debate
Qué? A long-awaited tips
reform seems no nearer
.

since I first sat in the press gallery
in 1990. Barry Sheerman (Lab,
Huddersfield), who may be even
more of an old bore than your
sketchwriter, said it was the first
time in 42 years that he had seen no
cabinet minister on the front bench
at a Queen’s Speech debate.
We looked to Angela Rayner,
shadow secretary of state, to inject
spark. Rayner is usually pretty
lively in the Commons. Not this
time. There just came a stream of
slogans. Liam Fox (C, North
Somerset), Clive Betts (Lab,
Sheffield Attercliffe) and Richard
Drax (C, South Dorset) spoke well
enough. Siobhain McDonagh (Lab,
Mitcham & Morden) had some fun
noting words used on TV’s
Countdown. One was “snollygoster”.
Another was “perendinate”.
When ministers wish to change
the law to raise taxes, it can be done
instantly. When they want to rob us
of our liberties, they have done it in
a day. But a tiny change to let
waiters keep their pourboires gets
gummed up in the works for years
by perendinating snollygosters.

A Tory MP has doubled down on his
suggestion that food bank use in the
UK is “exaggerated” and insisted that
he was “talking common sense”.
Lee Anderson was condemned by
politicians, unions and charities after
telling parliament on Wednesday that
people who used food banks “cannot
cook properly” and “cannot budget”.
The MP for Ashfield, in Nottinghamshire, refused to back down from his
comments yesterday, saying he was
glad they had whipped up a furore.
He claimed people could make meals
“from scratch” for as little as 30p as
other Tories called for a greater emphasis on growing your own food.
Anderson told Times Radio: “The
point I was trying to make is that the
actual food bank usage is exaggerated.
I work with a local food bank in Ashfield and they’ve got a wonderful initiative where when people come to the
food bank, they’re given a food package.
But they have to enrol on a cooking
course and a budgeting course. That’s
the deal.”
He said that he was being criticised
because he was “talking common
sense”. He added: “The left will obviously jump on this, the mainstream
media will jump on this because at the
moment all we’re hearing in the chamber is food bank use is on the up.
“Once somebody finds out they can
actually cook meals relatively cheaply
. . . it’s a lot cheaper than spending
money on . . . junk foods and takeaways
and the chip shop.”
Anderson, 55, the son of a coalminer
who earns more than £84,000 as an
MP, insisted that he knew what
it was like to live on a budget and said he had been
a single parent for 17
years. He added thatt
when he attended
cooking classes at
the Sutton Community Food Bank
they made 170
meals for £50 with
the help of a chef.
The MP said thatt
could feed a family of
five for a week and a half
cookbut the secret was “cooking from scratch”. He added:
ing to make is
“The point I was trying
ots of food banks
that yes, we’ve got lots
banks.
There are generations of people out
there that simply haven’t got the skills
to budget properly and to go shopping
and do a proper weekly shop like we
used to back in the day and use fresh
ingredients to make nutritious meals.”
Anderson was criticised for “insulting millions of hardworking people”
and being “out of touch” after he
claimed there was not “this massive use
for food banks”.
During the second day of the Queen’s
Speech debate in the Commons he invited “everybody” on the opposition
benches to visit a food bank in his
Nottinghamshire constituency.
The government distanced itself
from his comments yesterday. Victoria

Analysis

L

ee Anderson’s comments
may win support from
those calling for a
greater educational
emphasis on finance and
cooking, but are largely
irrelevant to people who use food
banks (James Beal writes).
The average weekly income
after housing costs for those
using the outlets is £57, food
poverty campaigners told The
Times.
This plunges them well into the
red — even with budgeting and
cooking skills — in a period of
rising food inflation and soaring
energy bills. Campaigners argue
that the poorest in society know
how much they have to spend
“down to the last penny”.
Research shows that a lack of
income — not a lack of cooking
skills — drives the need for food
banks. Anderson’s comments
reflect a common
“misunderstanding”,
campaigners say.
Sumi Rabindrakumar, the head
of policy at The Trussell Trust,
said Anderson’s remarks
“completely missed the point”.
She said: “Many people’s incomes
are so low they cannot afford the
essentials they need to get by.
They know down to the last
penny what they have to spend.”
The number of food parcels
distributed has doubled in eight
years to 2,173,158 in 2021-2022.
There are m
more than
1,400 foo
food bank
centre
centres.

At
Atkins,
the justice
m
minister,
said:
“T
“This
is not the
v
view
of me or
a
anyone
in gover
ernment.”
But
Br
Brendan
ClarkeSm
Smith,
the Tory
MP for Bassetlaw,
b
acked
backed
Anderson,
and said that he wanted
to see people
peop growing their
to
“Take
own food. “Takeaways
are not
just expensive but offer poor nutritional
value,” he said.
Labour criticised Anderson’s comments. Karen Buck, the shadow work
and pensions minister, said: “The idea
that the problem is cooking skills and
not 12 years of government decisions
that are pushing people into extreme
poverty is beyond belief. Out of touch
doesn’t even cover it.”
Alison Garnham, chief executive of
Child Poverty Action Group, said:
“Four million children are living in
poverty in the UK and it’s not because
their parents can’t cook. There are few
households better at budgeting than
those on a low income.”
Anderson is right to say classes can
help the poor, leading article, page 27
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EU says Truss won’t compromise
CHRIS J. RATCLIFFE/ EPA

Oliver Wright Policy Editor
Bruno Waterfield Brussels

The European Union accused Liz Truss
yesterday of failing to engage in negotiations over the future of the Northern
Ireland Brexit deal.
The foreign secretary told Maros
Sefcovic, the EU negotiator, that
Britain had no choice but to unilaterally
revoke parts of the protocol after Brussels in effect ruled out concessions.
Sefcovic, vice-president of the European Commission, said later that Truss
had failed to meet the EU halfway and
had “not taken the opportunity to explore fully the flexibilities the commission has presented”.
He told a meeting of EU and British
parliamentarians: “There has been no
engagement at all on these issues for
the UK. Unilateral action effectively
disapplying the protocol is not a solution or a way forward.”
In an apparent hint at retaliatory
action, he said that implementation of
the protocol was a “priority and precondition for a constructive bilateral
relationship”.
Sefcovic accused ministers of trying
to undermine the protocol, noting that
the government had refused to use the
word “implementation” in joint diplomatic texts since March last year.
“It might have already been the plan
that unilateral action is politically more
feasible for the UK government,” he
said. “From the moment we signed the
withdrawal agreement [in 2019], what
we got back was more demands or more
pushes for unilateral actions disapplying the protocol.”
The Foreign Office said Truss had
told Sefcovic that the situation in
Northern Ireland had become a “matter
of internal peace and security” and the
government had no choice but to act.
Her comments pave the way for Boris
Johnson to announce next week that
the UK will move to legislate for overriding significant parts of the protocol.
This is likely to involve a bill excluding
goods destined for Northern Ireland
from checks in the Irish Sea.
The legislation will end the European
Court of Justice’s role in policing the
protocol and allow companies in the
province to choose whether to follow
UK or EU regulatory standards.
The Foreign Office said that Truss
accused the EU of causing “unacceptable disruption to trade” and creating a
“two-tier system where people in
Northern Ireland weren’t being treated
the same as everyone else in the UK”.
She added that the commission “bore
a responsibility to show more prag-

Liz Truss and Maros Sefcovic are in negotiations over Britain’s threat to revoke parts of the Northern Ireland protocol

Q&A
Has the government
decided unilaterally to
overhaul the Northern
Ireland Brexit deal? Not
officially. Downing Street
says Boris Johnson will not
make a final decision until
next week. But Liz Truss, the
foreign secretary, did tell
the EU’s chief negotiator,
Maros Sefcovic, during a
grumpy conference call, to
expect unilateral measures
early next week. A decision
is expected to be formally
announced on Tuesday but
the government will hold
off publishing the
legislation for now.

What would the EU’s
response be? The key
factor will be if the
government closes the door
to further negotiations.
Beyond a political row
that has already begun,
Brussels will not take
concrete action until the bill
is published. There will be
heat and European leaders
will line up to condemn
Johnson for undermining
western unity at a time of
war in Europe.
If legislation is laid before
the House of Commons, the
European Commission will
dust off past legal papers
and take the government
to court for breaking the
terms of the Brexit
withdrawal treaty. Other
areas of co-operation will be

suspended, but, as officials
note, that will mean little, as
key areas such as science
and research co-operation
are already blocked by the
EU over Northern Ireland.
What other actions could
the EU take? France is likely
to implement stricter
border controls on UK
exports, exacerbating
supply chain problems.
Brussels could move to
hit so called “sensitive
goods”, such as cars or
whisky, with high tariffs but
there would be pressure
from some European
countries to avoid a trade
war while a negotiated
outcome is still possible.
Financial markets could
be roiled if the dispute

begins to further push up
prices at a time when costs
and supply disruption are
high due to the Ukraine war.
Could the EU end the
Brexit trade deal? This
would be the nuclear option
but it cannot be entirely
ruled out. Any suspension
of the EU-UK trade and cooperation agreement would
only follow if the legislation
were passed in Westminster
and then it would take 10 to
12 months to bite.
If the EU scrapped the
agreement, hammered out
on Christmas Day 2020, it
would lead to the same
consequences as the “no
deal” scenario that both
sides were desperate to
avoid during negotiations.

matism” but the EU proposals would
create extra checks and paperwork.
The Foreign Office said Sefcovic had
confirmed there was “no room to expand the EU negotiating mandate or
introduce new proposals to reduce the
overall level of trade friction”.
The statement added: “The foreign
secretary noted this with regret.”
During a debate between MPs and
MEPs in Brussels, Michael Ellis, the
Cabinet Office minister, accused the
EU of being blind to key questions of
Unionist identity.
“Northern Ireland is split off from the
rest of the UK, meaning a strong sense
of separation for Unionists, causing
tensions, disrupting the peace process
and threatening political stability,” he
said. “We are asking the EU to expand
their mandate, but if they continue to
refuse, we are crystal clear that our
primary responsibility is to protect the
peace and stability of our country. We
do not want to rip up the protocol, we
must make it work as intended.”
Last night Lord Frost, the former
Brexit minister, said the prime minister
and foreign secretary must show the
same tough leadership as they had on
Ukraine, even if it meant a confrontation with the EU. “The government has
no option now other than to act unilaterally to disapply part or all of the
protocol,” he told The Daily Telegraph.
“We may, of course, face EU retaliation, though it would be disproportionate to the trade involved, only arguably
legal and entirely self-defeating. If it
happens nevertheless, it will complicate things — but we should not fear it.”
Amid growing concern in Washington about British plans to override the
protocol, President Biden is on the
verge of appointing a US envoy to
Northern Ireland.
In a letter to Truss, two senior US
congressmen said that Antony Blinken,
the US secretary of state, had made it
clear the White House believed that it
needed an envoy in Northern Ireland,
“in line with our historical role as good
faith arbiter”.
Bill Keating, who sits on the foreign
affairs subcommittee, and Brendan
Boyle, co-chairman of the congressional EU caucus, wrote: “We call on
you to . . . act in good faith within the
parameters of international law.”
Last night Lord Frost also told Biden
that Britain did not need “lectures”
from outsiders about the peace process.
He said: “It is our country that faced terrorism, faced the Troubles.”
Stop playing politics with the peace
process, Thunderer, page 24
Brexit quagmire, letters, page 26

Civil service chief defies Rees-Mogg Davie: BBC will shut a few
Chris Smyth Whitehall Editor

Baroness Stuart, the first civil service
commissioner, has criticised ministers’
“counterproductive” attack on staff
working from home, saying it will drive
good people out of Whitehall.
Stuart, who is responsible for maintaining impartiality in the civil service,
said public briefing against staff working from home was “wrong” as she supported union criticism of Jacob ReesMogg’s back-to-the-office drive.
Rees-Mogg, the minister for government efficiency, was accused by the
FDA civil servants’ union of launching
a “culture war” against the civil service
through “crass, condescending, passive-aggressive” attempts to drive staff
back to their desks.
At the union’s annual conference,
Stuart said she was glad that unions had
spoken up about attacks on civil servants. “We should all speak up when we

see integrity and professionalism being
undermined,” she said.
“To my mind, briefings and anonymous attacks, they’re not just wrong,
they’re also counterproductive,” she
said, arguing that they “prevent people
who want to join the civil service . . .
from wanting to be part of that system”.
The prime minister chose the former
chairwoman of Vote Leave — a former
Labour MP who urged people to vote
Tory in 2019 over Brexit — to oversee
civil service appointments this year.
She distanced herself from ReesMogg, a fellow Brexit campaigner, saying criticism of civil servants should
stay private, likening it to ministers’ collective responsibility for cabinet decisions. “The minute you take an argument outside, I think you have a problem,” Stuart said. “We just have to keep
saying, ‘Don’t do it’. Because the greatest danger is you keep [out] good people
who want to enter public service.”

Dave Penman, general secretary of
the FDA, criticised a “one-size-fits-all
cap on flexible working that’s being
dictated by ministers”.
He said: “It’s not efficient to demotivate hundreds of thousands of public
servants.
“And it’s not efficient to trash the civil
service brand, putting off the very
people you say you want to attract.”
Last night Rees-Mogg told Peston on
ITV: “One of the things that worries me
about working from home is the desire
for people to take Mondays and Fridays
off to work from home. Because this
indicates there is not a serious attitude
to work, it’s about extending the
weekend.”
He said that a minimum of four days
a week in the office was “a very reasonable target” for civil servants, saying:
“There are many jobs that require the
engagement, the clash of ideas that
comes from being in the office.”

things as fee freeze bites
Jake Kanter Media Correspondent

The director-general of the BBC has
warned that it will need to “shut a few
things” as it grapples with a two-year
licence fee freeze.
Tim Davie said that content cuts
were necessary, despite the National
Audit Office saying this week that the
BBC could do more to reduce waste.
“We’ll shut a few things, we’ll reduce
volume, we’ll do some things, but I
think we’ll still be able to offer great
value for the licence fee payer,” Davie
told an Enders Analysis and Deloitte
conference yesterday.
The BBC is expected to release more
detail in the coming weeks on its plan to
plug a £1.4 billion hole in its finances
after the government froze the licence
fee at £159 in January. Davie warned at

the time that “everything’s on the agenda” in terms of where the axe could fall,
but suggested last month that the BBC
could focus on cutting programmes
rather than shutting entire services.
Gareth Davies, head of the National
Audit Office, said this week that the
BBC could do more work to end “duplication” behind the scenes. He gave an
example of the BBC having three teams
handling US advertising revenue. “We
would strongly resist the argument that
there are none left or that they are hard
to access,” Davies said on savings.
Ministers are now looking beyond
the present licence fee settlement to
2027, when they hope to scrap the funding model. The Times revealed this
week that the BBC board had started to
consider alternative ways of financing
the corporation.
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Bald jibes
are sexist
(rule three
experts)
Jonathan Ames Legal Editor

For many men, baldness is a point of
shame. Now a bald judge has provided
them with some solace by ruling that it
is sexist harassment to insult men about
their hair loss in the workplace.
Jonathan Brain referred to his own
follicular challenges as he ruled in a
case brought by an electrician who was
called a “bald c***” by a factory supervisor in West Yorkshire.
It was the reference to his appearance
that “particularly affronted” the claimant, Tony Finn, rather than the “AngloSaxon” language from his colleague,
Jamie King, the tribunal heard.
Finn brought a number of claims including unfair dismissal and sex discrimination. Brain and two other employment judges on a tribunal panel
had to decide whether the comment
was simply insulting or harassment.
A lawyer for the British Bung Company, which fired Finn in May last year,
said that the remark was not sexist
because both men and women can be
bald.
However, Brain dismissed this line
of argument, saying: “As all three
members of the tribunal will vouchsafe,
baldness is much more prevalent in
men than women.”
Describing the argument with King
— who is 30 years his junior — Finn
said: “I was working on a machine that
I had to cover awaiting specialist repair.
The covers were taken off, and it was

Adele rolls into a
$58m new home
with her boyfriend

A

dele has
shared a
glimpse of
the Los
Angeles
mansion she bought
from Sylvester
Stallone for
$58 million and
appeared to confirm
that she had moved in
with her boyfriend,
Rich Paul (Keiran
Southern writes).
The singer, 34,
bought the 3.5-acre
estate in Beverly Park,
a celebrity-filled
enclave, this year.
In pictures posted
on Instagram Adele
posed in front of the
home with Paul, 40, a
sports agent, each of
them holding up a set
of keys.
The couple, who
have been together for
a year, were also
pictured sharing a kiss
inside a dressing room
and joking around in a

McDonald’s. Adele was
standing behind the
counter of the fast
food restaurant in a
picture that was taken
on Valentine’s Day. A
fortune cookie
message included in
Adele’s Instagram post
read: “You have found
good company —
enjoy.”
“Time flies,” she
captioned the post
shared with her
almost 50 million
followers.
Adele began dating
Paul, whose clients
include the basketball
superstar LeBron
James, after her
divorce from Simon
Konecki was
confirmed.
She bought
Stallone’s property at
almost half the price
the Rocky actor had
sought when he placed
it on the market at
$110 million.

Adele bought the home
from Sylvester Stallone
and has moved in with
Rich Paul, a sports agent

Beverly Park is in
the mountains above
Beverly Hills and
while it shares the
famous 90210
postcode is technically

part of Los Angeles.
Adele’s new home, a
Mediterranean-style
compound, has eight
bedrooms, 12
bathrooms as well as a

film theatre, bar, gym
and cigar room. Her
neighbours in Beverly
Park include Denzel
Washington and
Justin Bieber.

Vardy admits passing Rooney
Instagram story to newspaper
David Brown

During an emotional day at the High
Court yesterday, Rebekah Vardy admitted passing details about Coleen
Rooney to The Sun.
The wife of the striker Jamie Vardy
accepted that she had shared information from one of Rooney’s private
messages with the newspaper via her
agent but denied plotting for a photographer to take pictures of the wives
and girlfriends, known as Wags, of
England players during the World Cup
in Russia in 2018.
Breaking down repeatedly in the witness box, Vardy accused Rooney of
“weaponising” her fan base against her
and driving her agent Caroline Watt to
suicidal thoughts.
Vardy is suing Rooney, the wife of the
former England captain Wayne, for
libel for accusing her of leaking stories
from Rooney’s private Instagram
account. The affair became known as
the “Wagatha Christie” case after
Rooney, 36, described a sting operation
to trap the leaker.
The hearing was halted twice as
Vardy, 40, wept during five hours of

cross-examination by Rooney’s barrister, David Sherborne. She was led out of
court once and the second time
slumped in the witness box with her
head buried in her arms.
Vardy admitted confirming to The
Sun, via Watt, that Rooney had posted
on her private Instagram account the
fact that her car had been badly damaged. Rooney was living in Washington
where Wayne played for DC
United when she posted a picture of a damaged car with
the caption: “RIP, half a Honda”. Vardy said she had
confirmed
the
“crash” because she
believed The Sun
knew about it
already.
Rooney
complained that she
had not crashed
and said “someone on my privatee
Instagram
seen
the picture and is
The Rooneys
arriving at court

telling or selling stories to a certain
newspaper”. Watt joked to Vardy: “It
wasn’t someone she trusted. It was me.”
Vardy messaged Rooney suggesting
that journalists might have hacked her
Instagram account, the court heard.
Sherborne said the message was “totally disingenuous”, to which Vardy
replied: “No.”
At the end of 45 minutes of evidence
about the “crash” leak, Rooney smirked
at Vardy’s lawyer before jabbing her
husband, 36, in the arm with a pencil.
Jamie Vardy, 35, who had scored two
goals for Leicester City
t
the
previous evening,
w not in court.
was
The court heard that
when Vardy’s agent
told her that Rooney had named her as
a “grass” who leaked
her information to
The Sun, she had
responded:
“
“Wow
that’s war.”
Vardy said: “I had no
j in talking to Coleen,
joy
I sensed she had weapo
onised
her fan base

against me. I wasn’t thinking straight. If
you are a woman, the feeling a woman
goes through when they are pregnant
and under enormous stress.”
Unable to contact Rooney, she gave
an interview in which she said:
“Arguing with Coleen Rooney would be
like arguing with a pigeon. You can tell
it that you are right and it is wrong, but
it is still going to shit in your hair.”
Vardy denied telling a photographer
which restaurant she would be visiting
with other Wags during the World Cup.
During dinner she sent a message to
Watt saying: “F***, I made everybody
go outside for a pic and the pap [paparazzi photographer] was there . . . It
looks like I tipped him off now.”
Vardy said she could not remember
the messages, telling Mrs Justice Steyn:
“As I recall, my lady, I had been drinking
quite a bit that day.”
Sherborne said it was a “shame” her
agent’s mobile telephone was unavailable because she had dropped it during a
boat trip and it was now “at the bottom
of the sea in Davy Jones’s locker”. Vardy
asked: “Who is Davy Jones?” before the
judge explained: “It means at the
bottom of the sea.” The trial continues.

Jonathan Brain
said that men were
the main targets of
baldness insults

apparent that Jamie King had done this.
“When I spoke to him about it, he
began to call me a stupid old bald c***
and threatened to deck me.”
Finn wrote a statement about the
incident with the help of his son,
Robert, who was a police officer, on official West Yorkshire police paper.
When this was handed to his bosses
at the firm — a family business that
makes traditional wooden cask closures for the brewing industry — they
at first believed that he had reported
the incident as a crime. Finn told them
that it was not his intention to make the
statement appear like an official police
document. However, the firm accused
him of trying to intimidate them and
fired him for misconduct.
The tribunal backed Finn’s claims of
unfair dismissal, wrongful dismissal,
being subjected to detriments and sex
discrimination. He lost an additional
claim for age discrimination after the
tribunal ruled that King had not called
him “old” but simply “bald”.
Sex is a protected characteristic
under the Equality Act 2010. Most cases
involve female claimants but tribunals
are receiving more and more claims
from men. This tribunal’s ruling that
calling a man “bald” qualifies as discrimination under the act does not
form a precedent and will not bind
future panels. However, judges are likely to take the latest ruling into account
when they are confronted with cases
involving similar facts.
Compensation for Finn will be determined at a later date. Damages in sex
discrimination cases are uncapped
under the 2010 legislation.
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Starmer police
gave woman
retrospective
Covid fine
Fiona Hamilton Crime Editor

Durham police carried out a retrospective investigation into a coronavirus
breach and issued a fine within weeks of
Sir Keir Starmer being filmed drinking
a beer, it has emerged.
The force has refused to say whether
it will fine the Labour leader even if it
finds him guilty of breaking lockdown
rules for drinking and eating a takeaway meal in an MP’s office last April.
Some of Starmer’s supporters have
assumed that detectives would not
issue a fixed-penalty notice because
they decided not to take retrospective
action against Dominic Cummings, the
prime minister’s former adviser.
However, the force’s approach appeared to harden later in the pandemic
and it issued a £10,000 fine to a woman
who organised a balloon release in
memory of her father-in-law, who died
of Covid.
Vicki Hutchinson held the gathering
on November 11, 2020, in a field
opposite a church in Horden, Co Durham, where Ian Stephenson’s funeral
was due to take place a few days later.
Her £10,000 fine was reduced to £500,
based on her ability to pay, when she
attended Peterlee magistrates’ court on
April 23 last year, a week before the
Starmer incident.
A court report by The Northern Echo
revealed that Hutchinson, in her
mid-30s, had urged friends and family
to wear masks and stay socially
distanced at the balloon release. It said
that police did not attend the gathering
of about 30 people and there was no
disorder.
However, it appears that there was a
retrospective investigation after a complaint. Durham police analysed a livestream video of the event before issuing
the fine, the report said.
The approach to Hutchinson’s case
raises fresh questions about how the

Durham force might handle the case of
Starmer, who has denied wrongdoing.
Starmer has said that he would “do
the right thing and step down” if he is
fined over the dinner in the office of
Mary Foy, the area’s MP, during the
local election campaign. Starmer said
that they went back to campaigning
work after the meal.
In contrast to the Metropolitan
Police, which is investigating illegal
parties in Downing Street and Whitehall, the Durham force has not outlined
what steps it would take if it decided
that there was a transgression.
In May 2020 Durham police said that
Cummings may have breached rules by
driving to Barnard Castle after
contracting coronavirus. But they said
they would not take retrospective
action as this would be treating him
differently from other members of the
public.
Senior sources have said, however,
that they could not rule out Starmer’s
case being treated differently because
the approach to the pandemic became
much more uncompromising in the
months after the Cummings scandal.
In January last year the National
Police Chiefs Council amended its Covid guidance to get tougher on rulebreakers. Enforcement had until then
been a last resort but chief constables
were told to move more quickly to the
issuing of a fine.
There was a surge in fines and the
following month Martin Hewitt,
chairman of the NPCC, said that “the
rules are clear enough and have been
around for long enough now there’s no
excuse for people not to understand
them”. He said police would still explain
the rules to people but if they were not
satisfied that they would comply “we
would go much more quickly to issuing
a fixed-penalty notice”.
Durham police did not respond to
requests for comment.

Show ponies Lucky and Merry Legs are at their best for the Royal Windsor Horse Show, which will be on until Sunday

Whitehall party penalties go above 100
Fiona Hamilton

Police have issued more than 100 fines
for lockdown parties in Whitehall but
Boris Johnson and his wife, Carrie, were
not included in the latest tranche.
The Metropolitan Police said they
had issued another 50 fines in the
month since its last update, making
Downing Street one of the country’s
biggest rule-breaking venues during
the pandemic.
The Met is believed to have issued
fines for some but not all of the events
under investigation. This month Johnson revealed he had not been contacted

by the Met about a leaving party for Lee
Cain, his director of communications,
during the November 2020 lockdown.
Johnson is said to have given a speech
and poured drinks.
Simon Case, who as cabinet secretary is the head of the civil service, was
said to have received a questionnaire
about a Christmas party on December
17, 2020. He has also not been fined.
The announcement by the Met is
likely to bring some focus back to the
No 10 parties scandal after weeks of
damaging headlines for Sir Keir Starmer, the Labour leader.
Starmer and Labour colleagues are

being investigated by Durham police
after they ate curry and drank beer
while working in a MP’s office during
the local election campaign last year.
Starmer has strenuously denied breaking the rules.
The Met said in a statement: “As of
Thursday, May 12, Operation Hillman,
the investigation into breaches of
Covid-19 regulations in Whitehall and
Downing Street, has made more than
100 referrals for fixed-penalty notices
to the Criminal Records Office. These
referrals have continued to be made
throughout the period since our last
update on Tuesday, April 12.”

Bridge blamed for smart lane crash Patel warns mayor against
Ben Clatworthy
Transport Correspondent

Smart motorway technology failed to
notice a stopped lorry that caused a
crash on the M3 last week because it
was under a bridge, the head of
National Highways has admitted.
A van ran into the back of the HGV
on a stretch of the “all-lane running”
smart motorway, five minutes after it
became marooned on the inside lane
near Lightwater, Surrey.
The lorry should have been picked up
quickly by Stopped Vehicle Detection
(SVD) radars and the lane closed with a
red X on gantries.
Nick Harris, the chief executive of
the government agency, said the crash
was caused because the SVD failed to
distinguish between the lorry and the
bridge. He insisted, however, that he
had “absolute” faith in the technology.
“We’re very clear about the specification of [SVD technology], which is that

it is to spot at least 80 per cent of
stopped vehicles, not 100 per cent,” he
said. “In the M3 incident last week, the
system was working and spotted vehicles that stopped around the incident.
“It is likely the fact that the truck
stopped under a bridge, it couldn’t distinguish between it and the bridge. So it
falls into the 20 per cent.”
Harris said the “relatively new” SVD
technology had to strike a balance
between the speed at which it detected
stopped vehicles and the fact that there
were many parts on a motorway such as
bridges and high-sided vehicles.
The driver of the van in the crash was
taken to hospital. Witnesses said he was
lucky to be alive. The accident came as
National Highways said new equipment would be installed within the next
five months to help drivers “feel safe”.
The agency said it was on course to
upgrade 95 cameras to enable automatic detection of vehicles ignoring red X
lane closure signals by the end of

September. The cameras enable police
to issue £100 fines to offenders without
spotting them in the act.
The upgrade is aimed at reducing the
number of motorists who ignore the
signs, used when lanes are closed due to
a broken-down vehicle or roadworks.
National Highways said it was on
track to complete by the end of September the introduction of SVD technology to improve detection of stopped
vehicles on more than 200 miles of
motorways.
Concerns have been raised about
fatal incidents in which vehicles
stopped on smart motorways lacking a
hard shoulder were hit from behind.
A recent RAC poll of 2,652 drivers
suggested that 62 per cent believed
hard shoulders should be reintroduced
across the network.
National Highways said it would add
to the 330 signs already installed that
tell drivers of the distance to the next
emergency refuge area.

move to legalise cannabis
Matt Dathan Home Affairs Editor

Priti Patel has said Sadiq Khan’s commission to consider whether to decriminalise cannabis is a waste of time.
The home secretary reminded the
mayor of London that he “has no powers to legalise drugs” and said his time
would be “better spent focusing on
knife and drug crime in London”.
The Labour leadership also distanced itself from Khan’s move. Hours
after the mayor, who is on a tour of the
US, visited a cannabis farm and shop to
learn about how Los Angeles has benefited from decriminalisation, a Labour
spokesman said: “Labour does not
support changing the law on drugs.
Drugs policy is not devolved to mayors
and under Labour would continue to be
set by national government.”
Khan criticised his colleagues for

lacking an “open mind”. He said: “I’m
somebody who’s got an open mind
about these issues. I’m somebody who
used to be a lawyer, so likes to look at
the evidence.” The mayor added: “We
all have prejudices, but rather than prejudging the outcome, let’s wait and see.”
Khan told The Times that legalising
the sale and recreational use of cannabis could raise millions in tax revenues.
He visited a cannabis farm and retailer in Los Angeles to highlight the
launch of his London Drugs Commission, chaired by Lord Falconer of Thoroton, which will examine the effectiveness of drugs laws in the UK.
Gary Lineker, the Match of the Day
presenter, tweeted his support for
decriminalisation, saying: “Of course it
should be legal. Prohibition doesn’t
work and creates an underworld.
Nonsensical that it’s illegal.”
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Dying presenter is to be made a dame
Simon Cable

Deborah James, the award-winning
BBC podcast host who has documented
her battle with incurable bowel cancer,
is to be honoured with a damehood.
The mother of two has raised
£3.8 million for charity since Monday,
when she revealed that she was receiving end-of-life care.
James, 40, last night spoke of her
shock. “I’m blown away and incredibly
honoured. I don’t feel like I deserve
this,” she told The Sun. “I can’t tell you
what this means to my family, it’s so
much to take in,” she said.
The former deputy head teacher,
who has been living with stage four
bowel cancer since her diagnosis in
December 2016, presented You, Me
and the Big C and became known as

the “Bowel Babe” on social media.
She had been told that she might not
live beyond five years but passed that
milestone in autumn last year.
James posted a message at the start of
the week telling her Instagram followers that her cancer treatment was stopping and that she was moving to hospice care at home to die. She went on to
ask for donations to a “Bowelbabe
fund” being set up in her name.
Her husband, Sebastien, described
James’s damehood as a “piercing ray of
light”. He added: “She has campaigned
tirelessly, often through adversity, and
being recognised with a damehood is
something that she would never have
dreamt of, but it is so truly deserved.”
In a statement, Downing Street said
that the Queen was “pleased to approve
the honour of damehood” for James,

while the prime minister praised her
for her work raising awareness and
helping others deal with cancer.
Boris Johnson said: “If ever an honour was richly deserved, this is it. Deborah has been an inspiration and her
honesty, warmth and courage has been
a source of strength to so many people.
“Through her tireless campaigning
and by so openly sharing her experience, she has not only helped in our
fight against this terrible disease, she
has ensured countless others with the
Big C have not felt alone.
“I hope this recognition from Her
Majesty — backed I’m sure by the
whole country — will provide some
comfort to Deborah and her family at
this difficult time. My thoughts are with
them and Deborah should know she
has the country’s love and gratitude.”

James said that she wants to die in the
garden, surrounded by her family, listening to the “normal buzz of life”.
She is using her final days to write
letters to her two children, Hugo, 14,
and Eloise, 12, which they can open on
Deborah James
said on Monday
her treatment
was stopping

wedding days or birthdays, as well as
compiling a memory box for them.
By last night James had raised more
than £3.8 million. She said that she
now hopes her Bowelbabe Fund will
exceed £5 million by the end of the

weekend. The money will be used to
support cancer charities such as Bowel
Cancer UK’s Never Too Young campaign.
James’s parents, Heather and Alistair, added: “It is amazing that the love
for our inspirational daughter has been
honoured in this way.
“It recognises her strength and courage in sharing her story over the last
five years to help others facing the challenges of cancer.”
James’s children said that they were
“speechless” and “so, so proud”.
In her social media post on Monday,
James said: “Nobody knows how long
I’ve got left but I’m not able to walk, I’m
sleeping most of the days.”
She added: “You are all incredible,
thank you for playing your part in my
journey. No regrets. Enjoy life x.”
PARAMOUNT PICTURES/AP

Tom Cruise
blasts back
for glorious
new sortie
Film Kevin Maher
Top Gun: Maverick
12A, 131min
HHHHI
“Trust your instincts. Don’t think. Just
do.” That’s the new mantra of the
fighter pilot Pete “Maverick”
Mitchell (Tom Cruise) in this
belated and glorious sequel to
the 1986 blockbuster that made
Cruise a megastar and defined
an era of Hollywood filmmaking.
Maverick still feels the
need, the need for speed,
but he’s a less cocksure
creature this time
round. Instead, as an
ageing test pilot who is
mostly confined to a
cavernous hanger
(plastered with
original Top Gun
photographic
memorabilia) in
the Mojave desert,
he is someone
who projects
the weatherbeaten
energy of an
elder
aaction
statesman of
(Cruise will be 60 in July and is a
co-producer of the sequel).

Tom Cruise returns as Maverick, now a mentor to Top Gun recruits including Rooster (Miles Teller), left, son of his late friend and navigator, Goose

“The future is
coming, and you’re not
in it!” is another
monumental line,
barked early on by
Maverick’s superior,
Rear Admiral Cain
( Harris), while he
(Ed
waxes lyrical about
the superiority of
military combat
drones over
antiquated bikeriding, rulebreaking, RayBan wearing
fly boys and

fly girls. Yes, now there are female
pilots too.
If only there were some way that
Mav could prove Kane wrong, and
embark on a breathtaking adventure
that would return him to the US
Navy’s Top Gun fighter school in San
Diego, in a mentor capacity, to guide
a plethora of swaggering recruits on a
needlessly convoluted mission to
bomb an underground uranium
enrichment plant in an unnamed
“enemy” country (clues: it’s snowy
and the planes are Russian Su-57
fighters)?
OK, the plot was never the thing
with Top Gun, and the three credited

screenwriters, including the regular
Cruise collaborator Christopher
McQuarrie (director of the last two
Mission Impossible films) have
honoured that loose ’n’ easy tradition
without ever feeling crass or
hackneyed — this isn’t Ghostbusters:
Afterlife.
Yes, the bombing narrative is lifted
from Star Wars, but that’s also very
Top Gun (the original pitch for the
first movie was “Star Wars on Earth”).
What’s more impressive is how
McQuarrie, Cruise and the director,
Joseph Kosinski (Oblivion), have
excavated genuine emotion from the
material, specifically in the guilt that

Maverick feels over the death of his
former buddy Goose, and in the
paternal affection he harbours for the
star recruit, and Goose’s son, Rooster
(Miles Teller). Don’t laugh, you’ll be
racked by sobs at the end.
No one, obviously, watches a Top
Gun movie for the tears — although
do bring that hankie — and the
spectacle here has certainly gone
stratospheric. With cameras inside
cockpits and strapped to wings and
nose cones, Kosinski has delivered a
vertiginous pulse-quickening monster
of movie. See it on the biggest screen
possible. Then see it again.
In cinemas from May 27

Parents hail justice as coroner says daughter was murdered in 1980s
David Brown

The parents of an art student who
disappeared 42 years ago said yesterday
that she had “got justice” after the campaign to discover her fate ended with a
coroner ruling that she was murdered.
Jessie Earl’s body was found in undergrowth at Beachy Head, near Eastbourne, in 1989, nine years after she
vanished from her nearby bedsit.
When she disappeared aged 22 police
concluded she had killed herself. Even
after her naked body was found with

her bra tied in a knot that could have
bound her hands detectives continued
to insist it had been suicide. An inquest
recorded an open verdict.
John and Valerie Earl, now in their
nineties, refused to accept the conclusion and last year the High Court ordered a new inquest. James HealyPratt, assistant coroner for East Sussex,
said the family had been let down by
police. John Earl said after the ruling:
“It’s a terrific result and the fact that we
now have a finding of unlawful killing
instead of what’s on the present death

certificate, which is unknown causes of
death, for us this is a triumph because it
means that Jessie has got justice.”
His wife added: “It’s the most
important day, really. If we
hadn’t had today we would
have gone on with that certificate in the drawer and I
would have ranted about
it forever.”
Sussex police
The Earls sought
truth for decades

reopened the case in 2000 and concluded Jessie had been murdered, but
no one has been arrested. Anne Capon,
a former detective, said a man
was interviewed. Her death has
been linked to the Scottish
serial killer Peter Tobin who
lived locally. Two weeks
before she vanished, Jessie told her mother she
had met a Scottish
man on the downland where she was
later found.

Tobin, 75, is serving a whole-life sentence for the murders of three other
young women. Tobin has also been suggested as a suspect in the disappearance of Louise Kay, 18, last seen at
Beachy Head in June 1988. His DNA
was checked for links to the Earl case.
Stephen Kamlish, QC, for the Earls,
said the lack of investigation by police
may have let a serial killer go free.
Jo Shiner, chief constable of Sussex,
said she accepted the force’s historic
failures and vowed that new lines of
inquiry would be properly followed up.

Friday May 13 2022 | the times

12

News
ROYAL COLLECTION TRUST/PA

Crowning glory Iconic
jewellery and outfits
from the Queen’s
collection will go on
show to mark the
Platinum Jubilee. The
Diamond Diadem,
which was made out
of 1,333 precious
stones for George IV’s
coronation in 1821 will
appear at Buckingham
Palace, while the
Angela Kelly dress
worn by the Queen for
her Diamond Jubilee
in 2012 will go on
show for the first time
at the Palace of
Holyroodhouse in
Edinburgh

White private school boys are the
new disadvantaged, academic says
Nicola Woolcock Education Editor

White, privately educated boys are the
new disadvantaged, a Cambridge
academic has suggested.
Professor David Abulafia said that
the culture wars had made being
“white”, “male” and “privileged” terms
of disapproval in university admissions.
He claimed that white boys from
outstanding private schools were going
to Durham, St Andrews and Bristol if
rejected by their first choice Oxbridge
colleges, rather than being given places
in the pooled system where they could
be picked up by other colleges. Some
were heading to Ivy League universities
and might never return to Britain, he
added.
Abulafia, a historian and fellow of
Gonville and Caius College, recommended removing school names from
university application forms to remove
any perceived prejudice against the

privately educated. He wrote in The
Spectator: “It is vital to remember that
admitting students is all about
individuals. University admissions
have become another site for culture
wars in which ‘white’, ‘male’ and ‘privileged’ are terms of disapproval, linked
together to justify injustice.
“Imagined class must not determine
admissions. School names should probably be omitted from application forms.
Penalising applicants for their parents’
choice of school strips the pupil of any
agency. It is a betrayal of the principles
by which a great university has flourished.”
Abulafia said that teachers at Eton
College were puzzled by the sharp
reduction in the number of pupils gaining places at Oxbridge, which halved
between 2014 and last year. This
coincided with an increase in the number of teenagers with top A-level
grades from ambitious state school

sixth forms targeting Oxford and Cambridge.
Stephen Toope, the vice-chancellor
of Cambridge University, told The
Times Education Commission last
week that “we have to make it very, very
clear we are intending to reduce over
time the number of people who are
coming from independent school backgrounds into places like Oxford or
Cambridge”.
Abulafia claimed that this had been
“going on for a long time but has simply
become more obvious in the past few
years” as university’s state school
targets crept up. He insisted that snobbery at Oxbridge was “long gone” and
that entrance interviews were based on
academic discussion. However, he said
candidates who had performed better
in assessments were being turned away
in favour of state school applicants with
lower scores.
He added: “Positive discrimination

exists and the other side of the same
coin is negative discrimination against
well-qualified candidates, who are
often dismissed as ‘well taught’,
taking the credit away from the candidate.
“At the moment the really disadvantaged candidates are arguably the
white males from outstanding independent schools. If they are rejected by
their first-choice college and placed in
the ‘pool’ so other colleges can look at
their application, they nearly all sink
without trace.
“So they go instead to Durham, St
Andrews, Bristol and other Russell
Group universities, excellent places —
but, as Toope has hinted, they too are
under pressure to cut numbers from
certain types of school. One head talked to me about a potential brain drain as
some of the best and brightest head to
Harvard and Princeton, maybe never
to return to Britain.”

Leicester overtakes Oxford for medical research
Emma Yeomans

2021 rankings

Despite being the architect of one of the
Covid vaccines, Oxford has fallen behind the University of Leicester for
medical research in the latest academic
rankings.
Experts said the 2021 Research Excellence Framework (REF), which is
carried out by Research England and
measures the volume, quality and impact of research produced at different
universities, shows high-quality research is spread evenly across the UK
and will boost the government’s “levelling up” agenda.

Medicine league table
1 Cambridge
=2 UCL
=2 Leicester
4 Glasgow
5 Imperial College London
=6 Oxford
=6 Liverpool School of Tropical
Medicine
=8 King’s College London
=8 Institute of Cancer Research
10 Edinburgh

While Oxbridge and other Russell
Group universities have been ranked
highly, other universities such as
Northumbria and Leicester have leapt
up the rankings since it was last published in 2014.
In the last REF, Oxford took top
place for clinical medicine. In results tables compiled by Times Higher Education, it has fallen to sixth, despite having
the highest number of papers included.
Cambridge was ranked first, with UCL
and Leicester joint second — the latter
rising from 25th place from 2014.
Oxford had the highest volume of
world-leading research, and made the

largest submission of research compared with any other university, submitting more than 3,600 researchers
into 29 subject areas.
Professor Louise Richardson, the
university’s vice-chancellor, said that
the results showed Oxford was a “research powerhouse”.
Universities that have done well in
the rankings will have more access to
£2 billion of public research funding.
Sarah Richardson, editor of Research
Professional News, said the analysis
suggested “an encouraging trend” that
the gap between institutions was
narrowing.

Exam boards
urged to avoid
social bias
Emma Yeomans

Exam boards should avoid middle-class
bias, the regulator Ofqual has said. New
guidance issued to the boards has
instructed them to “source material,
context, images and colour in ways that
do not disadvantage students”.
Following a consultation on accessibility, Ofqual concluded that some
pupils may be “unfairly disadvantaged
by irrelevant features”.
In a 2017 Edexcel GCSE maths paper,
candidates were asked about a theatre
where “each person had a seat in the
circle or had a seat in the stalls”.
The question asked pupils to calculate how many of the 2,600 theatre
seats were occupied, but pupils would
have needed to understand that the circle and stalls are different areas of the
theatre to answer correctly.
A 2019 German GCSE examiners’
report from exam board AQA said
“some students struggled to state
advantages and/or disadvantages of a
skiing holiday”, while an Edexcel maths
paper asked candidates to calculate
house-price rises.
A 2020 National Association of Language Advisers report found that questions where pupils could not draw on
their own direct experience put them at
a disadvantage. The report said topics
concerning family and friends, house
and home, holidays, leisure activities,
charity and volunteering, lifestyle,
social issues and work were seen as the
most difficult for poorer pupils.
The Ofqual chief regulator Jo Saxton
said: “This isn’t about making exams
and assessments easier, but about
breaking down the barriers that stop
young people achieving their true
potential and making sure that exams
actually test the things they are
designed to test.”
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Astronomers capture black hole’s ring of fire
Rhys Blakely Science Correspondent

Scientists have captured the first image
of the giant black hole that lurks at the
centre of our galaxy, revealing the “ring
of fire” that surrounds its dark heart.
For decades researchers had
watched stars circle something
invisible, compact and massive at the
core of the Milky Way. The strong presumption was that this object — known
as Sagittarius A* (pronounced “A-star”)
— was a black hole. The new image provides the first direct visual evidence.
A black central region, known as the
shadow, is surrounded by a bright ringlike structure, composed of ultra-hot
plasma and gas. This glowing halo
swirls around the black hole’s event
horizon, the boundary beyond which
nothing, not even light, can escape its
gravitational pull. “What we see looks
like a ring of fire — it fits beautifully
with Einstein’s predictions,” said Dr Ziri
Younsi of University College London,
who is part of the global collaboration
of scientists responsible for the picture.
Nobody knows how black holes
form, though one idea that astro-

nomers will hope to test with the data
from this project and other instruments
including the new James Webb telescope is that they are primordial relics
of the Big Bang.
The same coalition of about 300
scientists was responsible for the first
image of a black hole, released in 2019.
It depicted an object called M87, which
lies at the centre of the distant Messier
87 galaxy and has a mass equivalent to
about 6.5 billion Suns.
Sagittarius A* is much less massive
— equivalent to about four million
Suns. It lies about 27,000 light-years
from Earth, which means it appears to
us to have about the same size in the sky
as a doughnut would on the Moon.
To capture the image, the team
created what is known as the Event
Horizon Telescope (EHT). This linked
eight existing radio observatories,
spanning the Antarctic, Europe, Africa,
North America, South America and
Australia, to form a single “Earth-sized”
virtual telescope. It is sharp enough to
read the lettering on a 10p coin in
London from 3,500km away in Cairo.
Though Sagittarius A* is far closer
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Fry’s hubby is
a late bloomer
“If there’s one thing that is
joyous,” says Stephen Fry, “it is to
have a friend who is messier, more
disordered and later than one is
oneself.” The actor and writer tells
the Backlisted book review that he
likes having friends who have “a
casual relationship with the
deadline” because they make him
look prompt. However, he finds it
trickier to be married to such a
fellow. “My husband is absolutely
wonderful, but is not a punctual
person,” he says. Heading out one
evening, Fry’s hubby was taking
his time and the patience of their
cabbie was wearing thin. “My
husband came up with this
immortal line,” recalls Fry, below.
“I was really panicking as we were
about to leave, and he said, ‘I don’t
know what you’re fussing about
— we’re not late yet’.”

mogg the superhero
The satirist Armando Iannucci
has been pondering a British
version of Batman, the superhero
who is no more than a wealthy
man who likes dress-up and cars.
This means there’s an ideal man
to play the British equivalent. “I
was thinking of Jacob Rees-Mogg,”
he tells Richard Herring’s podcast.
Typecast again, but the Mogg
thought it was “flattering”. “As a
child, I very much enjoyed the
Adam West TV series of Batman
with ‘Kapow!’, ‘Zonk!’ etc,” he says.
It was a surprise to discover that
the Mogg was aware of the
Caped Crusader. I presumed
he thought that the Batman
was a servant in the First
World War.
ambassador khan
Sadiq Khan’s
penchant for
soundbites has been
noticed on the other
side of America. At a
Soho House party

during his Californian tour, the
mayor of London started making
a speech that rather cut across the
evening’s jollity. James Corden,
the British actor turned US TV
host, was one of a group who
joined in with a drinking game
that began during Khan’s remarks.
A sauced-up source reports
players got tiddly after swigging a
drink every time Khan said he
was “banging the drum” for
London.
Most rural motorists dislike new
speed cameras in the village, but the
ad man Rory Sutherland is thrilled
by them. New ones in his area have
made for “a wonderful
arrangement”, he says in The
Spectator. The slower traffic helps
him get off his drive, but the real
benefit is that they’re there to
measure average speed. “They do
not record your speed, only time
taken between two points,” he
says. “Since I rarely drive past my
house without stopping . . . I am
still free to drive through the village
like Fangio.”

growing into the job
Yesterday, Rachel Sylvester and
Alice Thomson of The Times
published What I Wish I’d Known
When I Was Young, a guide to
growing up. Attending the launch,
Lord Strathclyde said he was still
rather naive after becoming a peer
aged 25. He is well aware of what
he wished he had known back
then. “When I entered the Lords,
I wondered why I should pay
attention to the opinions of old
men,” the 62 year-old says. “Now
I see how important the opinion
of an old man is.”
Yesterday’s piece on smutty
crossword clues reminded Jamie
Harker, a reader, of another
example from Private Eye’s
puerile puzzle. The clue was
“Listen carefully for sexual
deviance (5,2,4,4)”. The
answer: “Prick up one’s
ears.”
jack blackburn

The mass of the black hole, Sagittarius
A*, is equivalent to four million Suns

than M87, it is much smaller, which
made it more difficult to capture an
image. “The gas in the vicinity of the
black holes moves at the same speed —
nearly as fast as light — around both
[Sagittarius A*] and M87,” said
Chi-kwan Chan of the University of
Arizona. “But where gas takes days to
weeks to orbit the larger M87, in the
much smaller Sgr A* it completes an
orbit in mere minutes. This means the
brightness and pattern of the gas
around Sgr A* was changing rapidly as
the EHT Collaboration was observing
it — a bit like trying to take a clear picture of a puppy quickly chasing its tail.”
Ultimately, researchers believe that

better data on black holes might offer a
path towards a new theory of quantum
gravity — a means of uniting Einstein’s
theory of general relativity, which
explains the universe on a large scale,
with its discordant cousin, quantum
theory, which explains the behaviour of
subatomic particles. For now, it may
help perhaps to rehabilitate the public
image of black holes. “These objects do
not only destroy and kill,” Younsi said.
“They are responsible for holding galaxies together. Without them the universe as we know it wouldn’t exist.”
The EHT team’s results are being
published in a special issue of The
Astrophysical Journal Letters.
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Russian battalion wiped out
Ukraine’s soldiers lay in
wait to devastate tanks
and kill up to 1,000
invaders in one blow,
reports Charlie Parker
The Russian army lost almost an entire
battalion at the weekend in an attempt
to cross a river in eastern Ukraine.
More than 70 tanks and armoured
fighting vehicles were estimated to
have been destroyed and possibly 1,000
soldiers killed in a single set of strikes by
Ukrainian forces.
In what has been described as some
of the heaviest fighting of the war,
artillery bombardments and airstrikes
devastated the battalion as it used a
pontoon bridge to try to cross the Siverskyi Donets River on Sunday.
The attack on the banks of the river,
which runs west to east between the
separatist provinces of Donetsk and
Luhansk, has dealt a significant blow to
Russian forces as they struggle to make
meaningful gains in the Donbas region.
The river, which connects southern
Russia to eastern Ukraine, is one of
several natural barriers that block
armoured units from advancing into
territory held by Ukraine.
The Ukrainian army published pictures and drone video images showing
the charred wreckage of more than 50
vehicles hit by shells. The armed forces’
general staff said the battalion was
caught on the pontoon as it tried to
encircle Lysychansk and Severodonetsk and attack the city of Lyman,
about 17km (10 miles) from the river.
Soldiers of Ukraine’s 17th tank brigade are thought to have noticed a
build-up of forces on the Russian side of
the river last Friday and fed intelligence
to nearby artillery and air crew. They
used drones to watch for signs of Russians constructing a crossing.
A Ukrainian explosive ordnance disposal officer named Maxim claimed to
have co-ordinated the attack after
identifying where the bridge was likely
to be constructed. He was ordered to
explore the area on Saturday and suggested a location. Using rangefinders,
he calculated that the ideal crossing
point was 80m wide, meaning that the
battalion would have to join eight pontoon sections to complete the floating
bridge. “I knew they would need motorised boats to arrange such a bridge,” he
posted on Twitter. “And it would take
them at least two hours of work.”
The Russians moved the next day,
setting fire to fields and forests to mask
their movements. The defending units
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Countdown to disaster
May 6 Ukrainian intelligence reports
that armoured Russian units are
massing by the river.
May 7 Ukraine’s military pinpoints
where it expects Russia to build a
pontoon bridge and encircles
Lysychansk and Severodonetsk
from the southwest.
May 8 Russian troops try to obscure
the crossing with smoke. Ukrainians
launch heavy artillery attacks after
monitoring with drones and hearing
the sound of the mobilisations.
May 9 The bridge is partially
destroyed, leaving Russian troops
stranded on the Ukrainian side for a
full day of bombardment.
May 10 After more fighting and
airstrikes, the bridge is demolished.
Aerial images reveal more than 50
destroyed Russian vehicles.

were alerted by the sound of tank engines and motor boats. Minutes later
they unleashed heavy barrages with
howitzers and airstrikes.
“Artillery was ready,” Maxim said. “In
20 minutes after [our] recon unit confirmed the Russian bridge being mounted, heavy artillery engaged against Russian forces, and then aviation chipped in
as well.” The officer, who completed a
tour in the Donbas before the invasion,
added: “I have never seen/heard such
heavy combat in my life.”
As many as 50 vehicles crossed the
river before the bridge was partially destroyed by a direct hit, leaving the soldiers stranded and exposed.
“After one day of combat . . . the
bridge was down,” Maxim added.
“Some Russian forces were stuck on the
Ukrainian side of the river with no way
back. They tried to run away on the broken bridge. Then they tried to arrange a
new bridge. Aviation started heavy
bombing of the area and it destroyed all
the remains of Russians there and the
other bridge they tried to make.”
Analysis of aerial images suggests
that by Monday as many as 73 T-72 and
T-80 tanks, BMP armoured fighting
vehicles, armoured tractors, a tugboat
and other equipment had been destroyed. The charred remains of the
pontoon were also visible from the air.
The number of Russian casualties is
difficult to confirm but Ukrainian military accounts suggested that 1,000 to
1,500 soldiers could have been killed.
Intelligence from Kyiv said Russian
forces were now sticking to their side of
the river and “trying to hold positions
on the right bank”.
A US defence official told a briefing
on Tuesday: “We still assess Russian
ground force in the Donbas to be slow
and uneven”, possibly due to the tough
topography. Crossing Ukraine’s rivers
has been a headache for invaders.
Jack Watling, a senior research fellow
at the Royal United Services Institute
think tank, said river crossings were
hazardous. Bridges can easily be monitored and become “killing zones”, he
added. “Most of the force becomes concentrated on either side of the river.
Drawing away enemy troops has been
vital to successful crossings in the past.
Today this has become harder because
of the increasing range of fire and the
coverage of sensors.”
James Rogers, co-founder of the
Council on Geostrategy think tank,
said: “This is clearly a setback for the
Russians and a victory for the Ukrainians. This will have implications for
Russia’s fighting power in the region,
and, potentially, morale.”

Dozens of tanks and
armoured vehicles
were destroyed after
Ukrainian forces
targeted the crossing

Stalemate in the Ukraine war suits the
West, Gerard Baker, page 25

Steelworks hit by 38 Kremlin strikes Putin’s military running on
Larisa Brown Defence Editor

Russian forces pounded the Azovstal
steelworks in Mariupol with strategic
bombing and dozens of airstrikes in one
day, according to Ukrainian forces.
The Azov regiment, a far-right
volunteer infantry unit, said the vast
industrial complex had been hit with 38
airstrikes and four bombing runs in an
effort to kill its defenders, who are vowing to fight until the end.
Ukrainian forces have been holed up
in underground bunkers in the plant in
the southeastern port city for weeks. It
is the last pocket of resistance in the
devastated city and has become a symbol of Ukrainian resistance.
Hundreds of civilians who had taken
shelter there were evacuated in recent
days under an agreement with Russia,
with only fighters and medics remain-

ing. No deal has been reached with
Moscow on allowing out hundreds of
fighters, many of them wounded after
weeks of bombardment.
The Institute for the Study of War, a
US think tank, said that Russian forces
“continued to conduct ground attacks
against Ukrainian positions in Azovstal
with the support of air and artillery
strikes”.
It added: “The Azov regiment stated
that Russian forces launched 38 airstrikes and four strategic bombing
flights on Azovstal in the last 24 hours.”
The Ukrainian armed forces said
yesterday that Russian troops in Mariupol were “blocking and trying to destroy our units in the area of Azovstal.
The enemy does not stop inflicting airstrikes.”
Ukrainian officials say there are
about 1,000 fighters in Azovstal’s un-

derground tunnels, hundreds of whom
are seriously wounded.
One of the fighters appealed to Elon
Musk, the Tesla and SpaceX billionaire,
to help evacuate them. “@elonmusk
people say you come from another
planet to teach people to believe in the
impossible. Our planets are next to
each other, as I live where it is nearly
impossible to survive,” Serhiy Volina, a
marine commander, wrote on Twitter.
“Help us get out of Azovstal to a mediating country. If not you, then who?
Give me a hint.”
In March, Musk responded to a tweet
by a Ukrainian government official
seeking help after Ukraine’s internet
was disrupted. Musk said that SpaceX’s
Starlink satellite broadband service was
available in Ukraine and that the company was sending more terminals to the
country.

dishwasher computer chips
David Charter Washington

Russia is sending tanks to Ukraine fitted out with computer chips from dishwashers and fridges as sanctions bite,
the US commerce secretary has said.
Gina Raimondo said American technology exports to Russia had fallen by
almost 70 per cent since late February,
while more than 30 other countries had
adopted similar bans.
The White House claimed last week
that a lack of foreign components had
forced two Russian tank factories to
suspend work on military vehicles.
“We have reports from Ukrainians
that when they find Russian military
equipment on the ground, it’s filled with
semiconductors that they took out of

dishwashers and refrigerators,” Raimondo, 50, told a Senate hearing. The
Commerce Department oversees the
export controls that form part of the US
sanctions package.
“Our approach was to deny Russia
technology [to] cripple their ability to
continue a military operation,” she said.
Russia produces few of its own computer chips, relying on imports.
A White House spokesman said almost 1,000 companies had left the
country, along with about 200,000
highly skilled Russians.
“Putin’s war is projected to wipe out
the last 15 years of economic gains in
Russia,” the official said. “As a result of
our export controls, Russia is struggling
to replenish its military weapons.”
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trying to cross river of death
Century-old
machinegun
to the rescue
Larisa Brown

Ukrainian forces are shooting at the
Russians with a 112-year-old, watercooled machinegun.
The Maxim M1910 entered service in
1910 when Ukraine was part of a
Russian empire ruled by a tsar. Its use
has been mocked by the Russian media,
but Ukrainian military sources insisted
the machinegun was “still very good”,
although ammunition was lacking.
It was used particularly during the

The Maxim M1910 is proving to
be highly accurate at long range

first phase of the war by territorial
defence forces who opened up old
weapons storage facilities.
Weighing 68kg, the weapon has a
water-cooling jacket to help keep the
barrel’s temperature at or below 100C
so it can be fired without pausing to
allow it to cool down.
Unlike modern air-cooled designs,
the Maxim’s barrels cannot be changed
in the field, so water cooling was seen as
the best solution.
Amael Kotlarski, an analyst at the
defence publication Janes, said: “As long
as the water jacket is topped up regularly, the weapon can pretty much fire indefinitely.” Kotlarski said the guns —
with a 720mm long barrel compared
with a Russian PKM’s 645mm — were
very accurate at long ranges.
Justin Crump, of Sibylline, an intelligence and geopolitical risk firm, said
the ability to maintain a steady rate of
fire with the Maxim was especially
useful in fixed defensive positions in the
eastern Donbas region.
He said that old-fashioned antiaircraft guns had proven effective
against drones, adding: “It’s not all
about the most modern and expensive
solutions. Sometimes simple is best.”

Ukrainian forces blow up tank 60 miles behind enemy lines
George Grylls

Ukrainian forces have succeeded in
blowing up a Russian tank more than
60 miles behind enemy lines.
The turret of the tank, said to be a
T-72B3, was sent flying tens of metres
after an explosion near the city of
Novoazovsk, eight miles from the Russian border. The turret and the gun together weigh about 17 tonnes.
Defence experts believe that Ukrainian special forces could have adopted
the sort of insurgency tactics used in
Iraq and Afghanistan to carry out the
attack, sneaking behind enemy lines to
lay improvised explosive devices or
anti-tank mines on the roadside, although a drone strike is a possibility.
The part of Donbas where the attack
took place has been under Russian control since the invasion of 2014. The

nearest front line is more than 60 miles
away, where Ukrainian forces are resisting Russian attempts to annex the
provinces of Donetsk and Luhansk.
The attack took place on May 6 and
was captured by a Chinese TV camera
crew, which reported that the tank was
a T-72B3, an upgraded form of the traditional T-72 with Kontakt-5 explosive
reactive armour. The armour was unable to protect the tank from a devastating hit that blew the turret clean off.
Defence analysts said such a powerful
strike would have been possible only if
the ammunition store had exploded.
There are different theories for how
the Ukrainians were able to hit a Russian target deep behind enemy lines
and out of artillery range. One involves
the use of drones to drop grenades on
top of the tank, where its armour is
most exposed.

Experts say Ukrainian special forces may have used improvised explosive devices

Justin Bronk, a researcher at the
Royal United Services Institute, said
that the Bayraktar TB2 drone would
have had the range to strike the target.
However, he said the drone theory
was unlikely. “The Ukrainians would

need to get past fairly thick air defences
in that part of the Donbas. I’m not
convinced that is likely. It’s not impossible, but it would be a high risk, relatively
low pay-off to destroy one vehicle,” he
said. He said that left the most likely ex-

planation of a roadside bomb or an antitank mine laid by Ukrainian special
forces and remotely triggered.
Bronk said the attack may force
Russia’s generals to reallocate resources to combat the threat. Troops
needed at the front line may have to be
redeployed further back to conduct
road searches in Russian-held territory,
further bogging down the advance.
Chris Owen, a military historian, said
the attack on the T-72B3 tank showed
that Russian forces were not safe even
in occupied Ukrainian territory.
“Unconventional and asymmetric
tactics tend to favour the militarily
weaker side,” he said. “The attack at Novoazovsk is clearly a statement both of
intent and capability: that Ukraine is
capable of striking wherever it wants in
occupied territory, and that it’s willing
to use insurgent tactics to do so.”
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Kremlin threatens
military steps over
Nato expansion
Larisa Brown Defence Editor

Moscow threatened to retaliate over
Finland’s move to join Nato yesterday
as Britain said it could hit back against
Russian aggression with cyberattacks.
A Russian foreign ministry statement said that Moscow would be forced
to take “military-technical” steps to
address threats to its security, without
expressing what those would be.
Amid rising tension, Ben Wallace, the
defence secretary, said the UK could
carry out a cyberattack if Russia dared
attack Finland or Sweden while the two
countries wait to join Nato.
Speaking during a visit to Washington DC, he said it was “inconceivable”
the UK would not step in to help defend
them in the event of conflict.
Earlier in the day Finland’s president
and prime minister called for the country to apply for Nato membership
“without delay”. Sweden is set to do the
same within days, marking a historic
realignment on the continent.
Finland, which has an 810-mile border with Russia, will announce its decision on Sunday. Sweden said it would
announce a decision on the same day.
“Nato membership would strengthen Finland’s security,” President
Niinistö and Sanna Marin, Finland’s
prime minister, said in a statement.
“As a member of Nato, Finland would
strengthen the entire defence alliance,”
they said. “Finland must apply for Nato
membership without delay. We hope
that the national steps still needed to
make this decision will be taken rapidly
within the next few days.”
In response Dmitry Peskov, the
Kremlin spokesman, told reporters:
“The expansion of Nato and the approach of the alliance to our borders do
not make the world and our continent

more stable and secure.” When asked
whether Finland’s membership would
be a threat, he said: “Definitely.”
Russia’s foreign ministry said that Moscow would be “forced to take reciprocal
steps, military-technical and other, to
address the resulting threats to its
national security”.
A large majority in Finland’s parliament backs membership and an opinion poll last week showed that support
in Finland for joining Nato was 76 per
cent, with 12 per cent against. All 30
Nato member states would need to
ratify its application, which could take
months.
Asked in an interview if the UK was
offering a nuclear umbrella while
Finland and Sweden waited to join,
Wallace said: “We are so deep in our
history it is inconceivable we would not
come to their aid should they be
attacked — either sub-threshold, with
cyber, or militarily.” Wallace told The
Washington Postthat the UK’s position
on nuclear deterrence was “ambiguity”
but it would “definitely” come to the
military aid of either country.
Boris Johnson became the first western leader to pledge explicit military
support to Sweden and Finland as he
signed a mutual defence pact with the
two countries on Wednesday.
The prime minister said British
troops would defend Sweden and Finland in the event of a Russian invasion
and that Britain would “very seriously”
consider deploying nuclear weapons to
protect their sovereignty.
As part of new security agreements,
Britain will offer to increase the
deployment of personnel and assets
from the RAF, Royal Navy and army
and deepen intelligence-sharing.
Pekka Haavisto, the Finnish foreign
minister, said that he believed Finland

could be a full Nato member on
October 1 “at the earliest”.
Jens Stoltenberg, Nato’s secretarygeneral, said Finland would be “warmly
welcomed” should it apply, adding that
the accession process would be
“smooth and swift”.
“Finland is one of Nato’s closest partners, a mature democracy, a member of
the European Union, and an important
contributor to Euro-Atlantic security . . .
Finnish membership would demonstrate that Nato’s door is open and that
Finland decides its own future.”
Jukka Siukosaari, Finland’s top diplomat in London, said that he expected
the coming period to be “grey and
potentially even risky”. He added: “The
Russian attack on Ukraine proved that
we cannot trust our neighbour.”
In other developments, an adviser to
the President Zelensky claimed that
Russia’s top military chief, General
Valery Gerasimov, had been suspended
over the failed invasion of Ukraine.
Other commanders had allegedly been
fired due to heavy battlefield losses.
Oleksiy Arestovych told the
dissident Russian lawyer and politician
Mark Feygin on YouTube: “According
to preliminary information, Gerasimov
has been de facto suspended. They are
deciding whether to give him time to fix
things, or not.” He added: “The commander of the first tank army of the
western military district, Lieutenant
General Sergei Kisel, has also been
arrested and fired after the first tank
army was defeated near Kharkiv.”
In his interview, Wallace said that he
envisaged the conflict slowing down to
reach a “stalemate” with Russian troops
exhausted and equipment running out.
Putin would then negotiate.
Finland and Sweden would strengthen
Nato, leading article, page 27

Bolstering Nato’s eastern flank
Military strength
Finland
19,250

14,600

238,000

10,000

100 Leopard 1A6

120 Leopard 2A5

Total armed forces
Reserves
Tanks

Sweden

Combat aircraft

107

96

Patrol, coastal ships/boats

20

150

Landing craft

51

11

Finland 18,000 reservists a year
conduct refresher training

In the
region

Nato member
Allied troops
Host nation

FINLAND

ESTONIA
2,000 + Air power

shares a 830-mile
border with Russia

7,000

UK, France, Iceland, US and Canada

POLAND
10,500 + Air defence

SWEDEN

RUSSIA

120,000

UK, US, Croatia and Romania

SLOVAKIA
2,100 + Air defence

BELARUS
13,000

Czech Rep, Netherlands, US,
Poland, Germany and Slovenia

UKRAINE

HUNGARY
800
24,000

Crimea
Black Sea

Hungary and Croatia

40,000

100,000

Troops under
direct Nato
command

US troops
deployed
to Europe

130

140

Allied aircraft
at high alert

Allied ships
at sea

Soldiers take part in the Nato military exercise
‘Flaming Sword 2022’

Film shows Russians shooting civilians Soldiers digging trench
George Grylls

Two Ukrainian civilians were killed by
Russian soldiers after they were frisked
for cigarettes, CCTV video footage has
revealed.
The pair, employees at a car dealership outside Kyiv, were walking away
from a checkpoint when Russian troops
shot them in the back.
The footage, obtained by CNN, is the
latest evidence of alleged Russian war
crimes in Ukraine. It dates from the
early days of the conflict, when invading Russian soldiers appear to have
murdered, raped and pillaged their way
along the main roads into Kyiv.
The video shows three Russian soldiers stopping two unarmed Ukrainian
employees who had turned up for work
at the dealership next to a motorway
leading into Kyiv. The Russians greet
the men, search them and ask if they
have any cigarettes. After appearing to
have answered the soldiers’ questions,
the Ukrainian men start walking away
down the road. The soldiers then start
shooting at the men, who fall in a heap
on the floor.
After a few minutes, one of the men
pulls himself up from the floor, heavily

Video footage from the checkpoint
with the Ukrainian bodies circled

injured and bleeding. The man has
since been identified by his family as
Leonid Plyats, a 68-year-old grandfather employed as a guard at the garage.
Plyats managed to crawl away to an
office, where he called the Ukrainian
army and requested help.
The video shows the Russian soldiers
celebrating with alcohol and helping
themselves to valuable objects.
The Ukrainian army tried to mount a
rescue mission to save Plyats but was

subjected to heavy fire by the Russians.
Troops succeeded in reaching him alive
but were unable to save him as he had
lost a lot of blood.
Plyats’s wife and daughter said they
decided to share the footage in an attempt to bring the Russian soldiers to
justice. Yuliya, his daughter, said she
wanted to preserve the evidence so that
future generations of Ukrainians
would know what had happened.
“I can’t watch it now. I will save it to
the cloud and leave it for my children
and grandchildren. They should know
about this crime and always know who
our neighbours are,” she said.
Ukrainian prosecutors have documented and hope to bring to trial more
than 10,700 cases of alleged war crimes.
The first to be heard in the coming days
involves three captured Russian soldiers who allegedly murdered civilians
in a systematic fashion and another
who killed a man before raping his wife.
Vadim Shysimarin, a 21-year-old
commander of the Kantemirovskaya
Tank Division, is set to be the first Russian to sit in a Ukrainian dock. He allegedly used an AK-47 assault rifle to
murder an unarmed 68-year-old man
riding a bicycle near the city of Sumy.

find ancient Greek urns
Tom Ball

Ukrainian soldiers digging a trench
near Odesa have unearthed two
ancient Greek urns.
Servicemen in the territorial defence
who discovered the ceramic amphorae
said they dated back 2,500 years.
The brigade said on Facebook it had
found the urns during fortification
work outside the Black Sea port city
and posted pictures of troops with
shovels holding the two jugs, which
were almost perfectly intact. They have
been handed over to the staff at the
Odesa Archaeological Museum.
In August 2011, Vladimir Putin, then
serving a four-year stint as prime minister, was said to have found two amphorae while scuba-diving in the Black
Sea. Critics said the suspiciously unmossed pots had probably been placed
there for him to discover. Dmitry Peskov, the Kremlin’s spokesman, later admitted they had been.
Russia is targeting Odesa with a
naval blockade and missile strikes in an
attempt to create an economic

The jugs that have been handed over
to the Odesa Archaeological Museum

stranglehold. The port is an important
hub for the shipment of Ukrainian
grain and wheat exports.
This week one person was killed and
five others injured when seven missiles
hit a shopping centre and a depot in
Odesa, Ukraine’s armed forces said.
Charles Michel, the European
Council president, and Denys Shmyhal, the Ukrainian prime minister, were
forced to take cover in a bomb shelter as
the missiles fell.

the times | Friday May 13 2022

17

News
News
Gripen E Swedish Air Force’s
newest single-engine combat
aircraft manufactured by Saab
Max speed: Mach 2
(1,522mph)

Global
stand-off
RUSSIA

FINLAND

UKRAINE

Sanctions could
cost Moscow a
decade of growth
Tom Ball

Nato
members

*Puerto Rico, French Guiana,
Hawaii and other territories
outside the Nato core area are
under member jurisdiction but
not protected by the collective
defense clause

LATVIA
1,700 + Air power

7,400

Canada, Albania, Czech Rep,
Iceland, Italy, Montenegro,
Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia,
Spain and US

LITHUANIA
4,000
00 + Air power

16,800

Germany, Belgium,
lgium, Czech Rep,
Rep
therlands,
Luxembourg, Netherlands,
nd
Norway, US and Iceland

ROMANIA
3,300 76,000

200 miles

US, Netherlands,
France, Italy, Belgium
and Poland

BULGARIA
900 26,000

T
Total military
st
strength compared
Personnel
Active soldiers
A
Reserve forces
Paramilitary units
Total military personnel
Air Force
Fighters/interceptors
Ground attack aircraft
Transport aircraft
Special aircraft*
Tanker aircraft
Combat helicopters
Total helicopters
Naval forces
Total military ships

NATO

Russia

3,366,000
1,301,000
738,700
5,405,700
3,527
1,048
1,543
1,014
678
1,359
8,485
2,049

850,000
250,000
250,000
1,350,000
772
739
445
132
20
544
1,543
605

The combined nuclear arsenal of the United States,
Nuclear
Kingdom, and France amounted to 6,065
warheads United
nuclear warheads, compared with Russia’s 6,255
*e.g reconnaissance
Source: Statista

US

There are signs of impending economic
collapse in Russia despite reassuring
rhetoric from President Putin.
The country is in the grip of one of
the heaviest sanction regimes ever
imposed, which will soon be intensified
as Brussels discusses a ban on its oil.
Yet the economy appears resilient. In
Moscow and St Petersburg, bars, cafés
and restaurants throng with customers.
The rouble, which lost a quarter of its
value after the invasion, has rebounded.
Putin said yesterday that the
economy was “confidently managing in
the face of external challenges” and
boasted that the rouble was “probably
showing the best dynamics among all
international currencies”.
Experts say this is little more than a
bluff, however. According to a leaked
document published this week, the
Russian finance ministry is expecting a
12 per cent collapse in GDP this year,
wiping out nearly a decade’s growth. It
would be the biggest implosion since
1994, when Russia was in the midst of a
transition to a market economy.
Elvira Nabiullina, the governor of
Russia’s central bank, has warned of a
severe recession starting in about the
third quarter of this year. Recession had
been delayed with the help of Russia’s
foreign currency and gold reserves.
“At the moment, perhaps this problem is not yet so strongly felt, because
there are still reserves in the economy,
but we see that sanctions are being
tightened almost every day,” she said.
“The period during which the economy
can live on reserves is finite.”
Russia has built up more than $600
billion in foreign currency reserves
since the 2014 invasion of Crimea as
part of a strategy known as “fortress
Russia”. The bank has spent over $50
billion of reserves since the war started.
Official figures showed that Russia’s
economy grew by 3.7 per cent in the first
quarter, but Nabiullina, 58, said this was

Roubles per dollar
Scale inverted

60
80
100
120
140
160

Feb 2022 Mar
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May

Source: Refinitiv; Goldman Sachs

likely to be a temporary boost driven by
people stocking up on goods.
Aggressive capital controls helped to
stabilise the rouble. Despite a surge in
inflation to 17.7 per cent, the central
bank cut interest rates to spur spending.
Putin, who declared last month that the
West’s “economic blitzkrieg” had failed,
has rewarded Nabiullina by confirming
her as the bank’s chairwoman for
another five years.
However, Elina Ribakova, deputy
chief economist at the Institute of
International Finance, said the pharmaceutical and car manufacturing industries were struggling. “Inventories
are beginning to run out and enterprises are finding it very difficult to replace
them because of the sanctions.”
Mass unemployment, while avoided
so far, is a possibility the government
appears to be preparing for. Sergei
Sobyanin, the mayor of Moscow,
recently announced a £32 million
programme to help those out of work.
Professor Sam Greene, director of
the Russia Institute at King’s College
London, said: “Putin has spent 20-plus
years building sound fiscal and monetary policies. It will take more than a
couple of months to undo that. Venezuela wasn’t built in a day.”

Snipers become key in war of attrition Bogus map shows country
Charlie Parker

Snipers are becoming prized weapons
and targets as the war turns to one of
attrition and the fear of being shot by
marksmen spreads through trenches.
Ukrainian and Russian forces are increasingly sharing footage celebrating
the capture or killing of elite soldiers
whose missions behind enemy lines
can have a disproportional effect on
operations and morale.
After weeks of worrying about
airstrikes, convoys advancing through
the north and the threat of Kyiv being
encircled, both sides have now dug in
across the Donbas region. Trench warfare is becoming the norm and artillery
power is increasingly decisive in battles.
Such a shift provides ample opportunity for snipers to disrupt enemy activities, with pairs of marksmen able to
manoeuvre across the battlefield with a
“very low signature”. They are trained
to operate without a supporting force or
hope of medical evacuation to feed
back observations on enemy positions.
This week the Ukrainian army published a rare first-person account of a
sniper, boasting that his unit had “managed to eliminate an entire sabotage-

intelligence group” that moved towards
their position
The sniper, named only as Sobolok
for security reasons, was said to have
been involved in fierce round-the-clock
battles, saying of one fight: “I took my
position and was ready to destroy the
enemy infantry in case of its removal
from the flank. Nothing lifts my spirits
more than the realisation that the one
who I hit will never hurt my accomplices again. We won’t be stopped by rockets, tanks, no artillery and other weapons of the invaders.”
Jack Watling, a senior research fellow
for land warfare at the Royal United
Services Institute think tank, said:
as be“Because the fighting has
nal,
come more positional,
es
snipers infiltrating lines
and shooting artillery
crewmen is [having a]
disproportional effect
by killing specialists
and disrupting critical
activities.”
Sniper attacks can
also inflict damagingg
psychological blows to
ieve
enemy forces, who believe
they are always under threat.

“If you shoot people when they go to
the toilet, for example, rather than
standing in a group, then no one wants
to go to the toilet,” Watling explained. “
“So you can start to break down the
morale of the force by firstly killing
rather than wounding people, and secondly doing it even when units are not
directly involved in fighting. The
enemy can’t relax, they are increasingly
perceiving themselves to be surrounded, and it’s hardest for them to rest.”
In recent days, a number of videos
have surfaced on social media showing
soldiers being killed with rounds fired
from afar, but also snipers being abused
after surrendering.
The U
Ukrainian secret sercl
vice claimed
on Saturday
that it had captured 11
Ru
Russian
snipers in
Kh
Kharkiv,
calling it a
“s
“serious
blow to the
K
Kremlin”.
On
M
Monday,
Chechen
sp
special
forces posted
a video showing a
ma
masked
Azov battalion
snipe being forced at
sniper
gunpo to apologise for
gunpoint
k
illing Russian
Ru
killing
troops.

encircled by alliance bases
Tom Ball, Larisa Brown

A pro-Kremlin broadcaster has released a bogus map showing Russia surrounded by Nato bases in an apparent
effort to support its claim it is the victim
of western aggression.
Vladimir Solovyov, the propagandist-host of Rossiya-1, shared the
image of hundreds
of the western alliance’s flags along
nearly all of the
country’s borders.
The map falsely
claimed that Nato
had bases in countries such as Armenia
and Kazakhstan, both
close partners of
Russia.
Ben Wallace, the
defence secretary, has
repeatedly said that
Russia’s claims of being
encircled by Nato are
nonsense. Last year he
said: “Only 6 per cent of

the Russian land border is bordered by
Nato countries — that’s hardly being
surrounded by Nato.”
In his speech at the annual Victory
Day parade in Moscow on Monday,
President Putin claimed that Russia’s
attack on Ukraine was a pre-emptive
strike because Nato was “preparing for
the invasion of our
land”.
“Nato countries
did not want to listen
to us,” Putin, 69, said.
“They had different
plans, and we saw it.
They were planning
an invasion into our
historic lands, including Crimea.”
Solovyov
was
sanctioned by the
West after the February invasion.
The map shows
Nato bases in
Armenia and
Kazakhstan
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Tories urged to return £450,000
Mario Ledwith, Fiona Hamilton

The Conservative Party has been urged
to return a £450,000 donation that
investigators alleged was made by a
donor on behalf of a relative with ties to
Russia.
The donation in 2018 by Sir Ehud
Sheleg, who served as a Conservative
treasurer under Theresa May and Boris
Johnson, was reportedly flagged to the
National Crime Agency (NCA) in January last year.
In an alert sent to the law enforcement body, Barclays Bank is alleged to
have said it suspected that the BritishIsraeli art dealer’s donation could be a
case of money laundering.
According to The New York Times,
the bank also raised concerns that the
payment broke electoral rules because
it ultimately came from Sergei Kopytov, Sheleg’s father-in-law.
Kopytov, a Ukrainian citizen, worked
for the country’s Ministry of Internal
Affairs when the president was the proKremlin Viktor Yanukovych. Kopytov
later became a minister in the Kremlinbacked Crimea government until
Russia annexed the peninsula in 2014.
He left Ukraine at the beginning of the
war and is now in the Czech Republic.
His legal representatives said Kopytov was not an ally of Russia, pointing
out that his Crimean assets were
nationalised after the annexation.
Electoral Commission rules state
that donors must be on a UK voting
register to become a “permissible
source” of funds.
Chris Bryant, the Labour MP and
chairman of the parliamentary standards committee, said: “The Tories
should give the money back and apologise for putting themselves in hock to
Russian money.”
The accusations against the
former senior Conservative figure
will prove awkward at a time
when Boris Johnson is attempting to stop the influence of Russian money on the UK.
Sheleg was appointed cotreasurer of the Conservatives
when May was prime minister and was kept on by Johnson, eventually becoming the
sole treasurer.
As well as fundraising, his duties
included ensuring the legitimacy of donations
to the party.
Between
2017 and 2020

Ehud Sheleg, left, with Rustam Minnikhanov, centre, president of Tatarstan.
Right, Sheleg in London with a statue of Genghis Khan; below, his wife, Liliya

he donated £3.8 million to the Tories,
making him one of their main donors.
He left his post as treasurer last year.
Sheleg was knighted in May’s resignation honours list in 2019, a move that
he said “surprised but delighted” him.
The Conservative Party said it had
not been made aware of the alert that
was received by the NCA and that all
received donations “comply fully with
the law”. Sheleg was not aware of the
alert’s existence until told about it by
journalists, according to his legal representatives.
Concerns about the donation were
raised in a “suspicious activity report”
filed by Barclays that outlined how
$2.5 million was transferred from
Kopytov’s Russian bank account in 2018. Suspicious
activity reports are not
uncommon, with more
than 500,000 made in the
year ending March 2020.
They are not evidence of
wrongdoing
but
can
prompt investigations by
the relevant authorities.
The money was originally paid to Sheleg’s
wife Liliya, as a gift
from her father
after a property sale. It was
then said to
have been
transferred
between
various

European bank accounts with zero balances, triggering investigators’ concerns.
Sheleg’s lawyers said he and his wife
had decided to use the money to pay off
a loan made to Sheleg by his family
trust. Weeks later he took out another
loan from the trust and used this to
make a donation to the party the
following day.
His lawyers said this was unconnected to the gift from his father-in-law.
The Barclays alert reportedly said:
“Kopytov can be stated with considerable certainty to have been the true
source of the donation.”
The NCA regularly acts on suspicious activity reports, filed by banks, accountants, casinos and other financial
bodies if they suspect criminal activity.
Kopytov had never made a donation
to a UK political party and had no interest in such activity, lawyers said
In a Commons debate this year, the
Labour MP Stephen Kinnock said he
had written to Brandon Lewis, then the
party chairman, in January 2019 asking
him to investigate Sheleg’s donations.
Kinnock said he received a reply
from Lewis that threatened him with
libel and said Sheleg did not have to reveal the source of his funds.
The Electoral Commission said it
was not investigating Sheleg and was
not aware of any alerts relating to his
transactions. It said under UK law recipients of donations had the responsibility to ensure that they were satisfied
with donors’ identity and suitability.

Boost our military, party tells Johnson
Henry Zeffman
Associate Political Editor

Boris Johnson must increase defence
spending and reverse army cuts, Conservative MPs have warned.
A report by the 1922 defence committee, set up at the prime minister’s request this year, said military cuts should
be “halted immediately” while defence
spending should rise in real terms.
The report, written after consultation among Tory MPs, will add pressure
on Johnson to increase the defence
budget. Ben Wallace, the defence secretary, and Liz Truss, the foreign secretary, have called for increased defence
spending since the invasion of Ukraine.
They have been resisted so far by Johnson and Rishi Sunak, the chancellor.
The call from Tory backbenchers for
more military spending will add significant weight to the cabinet’s hawks.
John Baron, the committee chairman, said: “Ukraine is a wake-up call.

For too long the West has been complacent and now needs to invest in both its
hard and soft power capabilities. Conservative backbenchers are adamant in
their belief that we need to spend more
on defence. Britain should be talking
softly and carrying a big stick.”
The prime minister agreed to set up a
series of backbench policy committees
in February when his leadership was
under pressure after allegations of lockdown rule-breaking in Downing Street.
Baron, a former army captain, made
clear he expected Johnson to heed the
report. “We are looking forward to discussing the report with the secretary of
state for defence and presenting it to
the No 10 policy unit,” he said.
“I will also be raising it with the prime
minister directly — he would be welladvised to listen to his backbenchers.”
The report argues that “there is still
substantial scope for more spending as
befits what many regard as the beginning of the new cold war”. The UK

meets its Nato target to spend 2 per cent
of national income on security but the
report says spending should be “meaningfully increased”.
The report argues that the integrated
review last year is outdated because it
“made little reference to wartime situations, such as now exist”.
Under the review’s plans, personnel
numbers are to be cut by 10,000 to
72,500 by 2025 — the smallest in about
200 years. The 1922 report calls for
these cuts to be “halted immediately”
until the integrated review has been revisited in light of the war in Ukraine.
The report will inflame a tense debate in Downing Street. The Times disclosed this month that Johnson asked
Wallace to withdraw a letter calling for
increased spending on the armed
forces in the first weeks of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
Wallace wrote to Sunak on March 11
warning that Britain risked missing its
Nato target by 2025.
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donation ‘with links to Russia’
Parliament will investigate
award of Lebedev peerage
Geraldine Scott Political Reporter

Parliament’s intelligence and security
committee is investigating the elevation of Evgeny Lebedev to the Lords, it
has been revealed.
The committee also rebuked the government yesterday for confirming that
a “private” request for classified information had been made concerning the
peerage for Lebedev, the owner of the
London Evening Standard and son of the
Russian oligarch Alexander Lebedev.
The intelligence and security committee (ISC), which oversees the work
of the intelligence services, said it was
surprised that Michael Ellis, the Cabinet Office minister, had confirmed that
the government had handed over “classified” information. In a statement the
committee said the request for information “should have remained a private — and classified — matter”.
The committee, which sits behind
closed doors, said it was wrong to link
its request to the Labour motion that
sought the release of documents about
Boris Johnson’s involvement in the
peerage.
It comes after The Sunday Times reported that the security services withdrew an assessment concluding that
handing a peerage to the son of a
former KGB agent posed a national
security risk after the prime minister
intervened.
Yesterday the government refused to

release information demanded by MPs,
citing a risk to national security.
But the committee, which can produce reports into its findings, is allowed
access to sensitive information and
therefore would be permitted to see the
assessment.
Lebedev, a shareholder in The Independent, has said that all information
should be released as he has nothing to
hide.
But yesterday the government said
that details were being withheld to
“protect national security”, despite a
motion compelling their release being
carried in the House of Commons.
What
was
released was a copy
of the blank form
Lebedev
was
asked to fill in by
the House of
Lords Appointments Commission, the public citation announcing
his
appoint-

ment, and a list of other peerages
awarded at the same time. Also published were email exchanges with almost all content redacted, apart from a
note congratulating Lebedev on the
news.
Ellis said: “Lord Lebedev is a man of
good standing. No complaint has been
made about his personal conduct. He
has been vocal in his criticism of the
Putin regime.”
A No 10 spokesman said: “It’s our
responsibility to protect the integrity of
the vetting process, which is voluntarily
entered into on a confidential basis. We
are committed to transparency but the
disclosure we’ve made reflects the need
to maintain the integrity of the system.”
But Angela Rayner, Labour’s deputy
leader, accused the government of a
“cover-up”. She said: “If the prime minister is claiming he was not involved in
forcing through the award of a peerage
to an individual of concern to our intelligence services, he should come clean
and publish the documents as parliament instructed. The government is once again seeking to
hide in the shadows from the
sunlight of scrutiny. We will
take steps to rectify this
contempt of parliament.”
Lord Lebedev became
a peer in July 2020
after being nominated
by Boris Johnson

3,000 civilians
Spanish journalist held
as suspected Kremlin spy are locked up,
claims Kyiv
Charlie Devereux Madrid

A Spanish journalist arrested in Poland
on his way to Ukraine is expected to be
kept in jail as authorities investigate his
alleged links to Russian intelligence.
Pablo González, a freelance journalist who works for Spanish media including Público and LaSexta, and for
Voice of America, was detained by
Polish security services on February 28,
days after the invasion began. Prosecutors are expected to seek an extension
of his detention next week.
González, who has a Russian father
and joint Russian-Spanish nationality,
is accused of “actionss against the
Polish state” and of working
ntellifor GRU military intellilty,
gence. If found guilty,
nhe faces a prison sentence of ten years.
González was interrogated
by
Ukrainian security forces who accused him of writing pro-Russian
pieces in Gara, a
Spanish newspaperr
he
sympathetic to the
alist
Basque
nationalist
movement.
Polish authoritiess based
he fact that he
their suspicion on the
tocopy of his Ruswas carrying a photocopy
sian passport in which he is named as
Pavel Rubstov, according to El Español
newspaper.
González was born Pavel Rubstov in

Moscow in 1982 but after his Spanish
mother divorced his father and returned home, she registered him under
her own surname and as Pablo, the
Spanish version of Pavel.
In a copy of the arrest warrant sent to
González’s wife in Spain, the authorities named his aliases as Alexey Rubstov and Pavel Rubstov. They also said
the fact he received regular payments
to a bank account in Moscow and spoke
fluent Russian were evidence of his intelligence activities. The payments
were a monthly stipend from his father,
his lawyer told El Español.
González has had little contact with
the outside wo
world. His wife,
Oihana G
Goiriena, has
barely been
b
allowed
to talk to him since
his aarrest.
P
Pedro
Sánch
chez, the Spanis
ish prime minis
ister,
said
G
González was
re
receiving help
an
and visits from
the consul in
Pol
Poland.
Th
The
Internation
national Federation
of Jou
Journalists has
called for his
h release.

Pablo González holds dual RussianSpanish nationality. He says payments
to a bank account in Moscow are not
evidence of spying, but a monthly
stipend from his Russian father

Foreign staff

About 3,000 Mariupol civilians are
being detained in prisons controlled by
pro-Russian separatists in Donbas,
Ukraine has claimed.
Lyudmyla Denysova, the Ukrainian
human rights chief, said that Kyiv was
aware of at least two prisons set up in
the Donetsk region, one in the regional
capital, Donetsk, and another in
Olenivka, a suburb about 15 miles
southwest of the city.
She claimed that the authorities in
Kyiv had received reports of people
being tortured, interrogated, threatened with execution and forced to co-operate, and others disappearing after interrogations. She also alleged that detainees were being kept in inhuman
conditions, with inadequate access to
bathrooms and no space to lie down.
More than 100,000 civilians remain
in the ruined port city of Mariupol.
Troops from Ukraine’s Azov Regiment
continue to hold out at the Azovstal
steelworks in the city.
Iryna Vereshchuk, a deputy prime
minister, said yesterday that talks were
under way between Kyiv and Moscow
on the possible evacuation of 38 severely wounded Ukrainian troops from the
steelworks. “We are working step by
step,” she wrote in a public post on the
Telegram messenger app. She said that
Kyiv hoped to exchange the soldiers for
38 significant Russian prisoners of war.

ukraine in brief

Greece extends
US military deal
Greece is extending a bilateral
military agreement with the
United States for five years, with
officials from the country’s centreright government arguing that
enhanced alliances within Nato
will help to stabilise the region
rattled by Russia’s war in Ukraine
and tension in the eastern
Mediterranean. The agreement
grants the US military continued
access to three bases in mainland
Greece and one on Crete. It
replaces an annual review of the
deal with a five-year rollover
period. Last year Greece finalised
a bilateral defence deal with
France after a tense naval
confrontation with Turkey, a
fellow Nato member.

New routes urged
for grain exports
Ukraine should export its grain by
road, rail and river, to avoid
Russia’s blockade of its Black Sea
ports, the European Commission
said. The war and blockade have
disrupted global food supplies
because Russia and Ukraine are
two of the world’s biggest
exporters of wheat, barley and
sunflower oil. The Brussels plan
would establish alternative routes
and ease congestion between
borders that should make it easier
to send aid and other goods into
Ukraine. The head of the
European Investment Bank said
that Ukraine had €8 billion of
wheat it was unable to export.

Ukraine strikes enemy
craft in the Black Sea
Ukrainian forces have damaged a
modern Russian navy logistics
ship in the Black Sea, setting it on
fire, a spokesman for the Odesa
regional military administration in
southern Ukraine said. Serhiy
Bratchuk said in an online post
that the Vsevolod Bobrov had been
struck near Snake Island, the
scene of renewed fighting.
Ukrainian forces have been
engaged in a fierce battle in an
effort to prevent Russia
dominating that part of the Black
Sea. Ukraine claimed this week to
have struck a Serna-class landing
craft and two Raptor-class patrol
boats with Turkish-made
Bayraktar TB2 drones.

Number seeking refuge
from war reaches 6m
The number of people who have
fled Ukraine to escape Russia’s
invasion has passed six million, in
Europe’s worst refugee crisis since
the end of the Second World War,
a report by the International
Organisation for Migration, a UN
refugee agency, said. Eight million
more have been displaced within
Ukraine. Most refugees have
crossed the border to the EU in
Poland, Slovakia, Hungary and
Romania, where volunteers and
governments have scrambled to
provide support. More than
3.3 million people have entered
Poland. (Reuters)
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Call taxi not ambulance, patients told
Eleanor Hayward Health Correspondent
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People are being urged to call a taxi
instead of an ambulance as a growing
number of patients come to harm
because of a crisis in A&E units.
Patients ringing 999 with emergencies including a stroke and heart attack
were forced to wait nearly an hour on
average for an ambulance last month.
The April NHS England performance statistics, published yesterday,
painted a bleak picture of record delays
across almost all areas of the health service. The average waiting time for an
ambulance for 999 calls for patients
suffering emergencies including heart
attacks was 51 minutes.
This is a serious breach of the 18minute limit for ambulance trusts to respond to such “category 2” calls, which
includes strokes, chest pain and sepsis,

although it is down from the record
high of 61 minutes in March.
Separate analysis revealed a 77 per
cent rise in the most serious safety incidents linked to ambulance delays compared with before the pandemic, with
551 in the past year including a patient
who died after waiting eight hours for
an ambulance.
Katherine Henderson, the president
of the Royal College of Emergency
Medicine, said “the situation is more
serious than it has ever been” and urged
people to consider getting a taxi or
driving to hospital because ambulance
delays were so long.
Doctors said the British public faced
a “new normal” where horrendous and
life-threatening waits were commonplace, despite the extra billions being
poured into the NHS through the new
health and social care levy.

The number of people stuck on waiting lists for routine care, such as hip
operations, now stands at 6.4 million,
the highest on record, up from 4.4 million before the pandemic.
A lack of available beds means record
numbers experienced 12-hour trolley
waits in overwhelmed A&E units.
Henderson said: “The data show
24,000 patients were delayed in an
emergency department for 12-hours or
more. This is a staggering and grim
number and should seriously alarm all
political and health leaders. Patients
are coming to harm.”
Not a single hospital in England met
the target of treating, admitting or
discharging 95 per cent of all A&E
patients within four hours and only
72 per cent of them were seen within
four hours.
NHS chiefs said the crisis was being

fuelled by a collapse in the social care
system, which means hospitals are unable to discharge medically fit patients
back to the community.
The data shows almost 12,589 beds a
day are taken up by patients who no
longer need to be in hospital.
Stephen Powis, the national medical
director for NHS England, said: “We
always knew the waiting list would initially continue to grow as more people
come forward for care who may have
held off during the pandemic, but today’s data show the number of people
waiting more than two years has fallen
for the second month in a row.
“There is no doubt the NHS still faces
pressures, and the latest figures are
another reminder of the crucial importance of community and social care,
in helping people in hospital leave
when they are fit to do so.”

MAIN PAPER

Million missing out on approved treatments
Kat Lay Health Editor
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More than a million diabetes, asthma,
stroke and kidney patients are missing
out on treatments approved for use in
the UK, according to a report.
The study, by PwC for the Association of the British Pharmaceutical Industry (ABPI), focuses on 13 medicines
for four treatment areas — stroke prevention, kidney disease, asthma and
type 2 diabetes.
It concludes that 1.2 million fewer
patients received the drugs than were

eligible based on National Institute
for Health and Care Excellence (Nice)
recommendations.
Researchers said that broadening
access to those medicines could offer
the equivalent of 429,000 extra years in
complete good health, translating into
£17.9 billion in productivity gains.
The drugs highlighted in the report
are direct oral anticoagulants, used to
prevent stroke in patients with venous
thromboembolism and atrial fibrillation; SGLT2 inhibitors for type 2 diabetes; biologics for severe asthma; and

V2-receptor antagonists for adults with
kidney disease.
Richard Torbett, chief executive of
the ABPI, said: “It’s been the case for a
long time that we’ve struggled with uptake of medicines in the NHS. There
are a range of issues, particularly fragmented decision-making at the local
level.”
After Nice approval in England,
medicines are reviewed by about 200
local prescribing committees “that
make a local decision about how to use
local budgets”, he said. “Those deci-

sions can lead to a lot of variability in
what’s available in practice to local prescribers.”
Claire Foreman, director of medicines policy and strategy at NHS England, said: “The NHS struck a record
number of deals for innovative medicines last year, which are already transforming patients’ lives.”
Helen Knight, of Nice, said the institute had made recent changes to how it
assessed treatments that would “give
patients earlier access to innovative
new treatments”.
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Bracingly funny Rock dishes dirt . . . but mostly on himself
Comedy Dominic Maxwell
Chris Rock
Royal Albert Hall, London
HHHHI
“I’m OK, if anybody was wondering,”
says Chris Rock as he arrives on stage
for the first of four British shows. “I
got most of my hearing back.” At
which point 5,000 punters packed
into the Albert Hall lean forwards in
their seats. Here, we think, we are
going to get the details of what Rock

really feels about getting slapped by
Will Smith at the Academy Awards
ceremony six weeks ago.
Except, a second later, comes the
revelation that that’s about it for the
revelations. “People expect me to talk
about the bullshit, I’m not going to
talk about it right now, I’ll get to it
eventually,” he smiles. “On Netflix.”
Elephant in the room duly dealt
with, Rock gets on with Ego Death,
the stand-up show he was booked to
do well before the events of March 28.
And, for the most part, it’s good
enough for you not to begrudge the
dearth of dirt-dishing.
Actually, no, he does dish some dirt,

but all on himself. Rock will end with
a sporadically salty depiction of his
dating ways as a divorced 57-year-old
multimillionaire but — inspired by
seeing an aged Robert de Niro pick
up his child from Rock’s daughter’s
school — with a vasectomy booked
for next week. He will defend
abortion, suggesting that, after all,
he’s paid for enough of them. He is
charming in his manner, steady and
rhythmic and sometimes repeating
key points like the preacher’s
grandson he is, but, as that last line
suggests, not always cuddly.
At his best, this gives him the
freedom to fly with issues that tether

others down. He notes how afraid we
all are to offend. Now even fashion
stores assure us they’re spotlessly
anti-racist. “Who cares?” Too many
people, he suggests, seek attention
through claiming victim status.
Such as? How about Meghan
Markle — her quarrels with the Royal
Family, he suggests, are “just some inlaw shit”. Someone asked how brown
the baby was going to be? “That’s not
racist,” he insists; plenty of black
people would want to know exactly
that.
Rock works his way through a slew
of issues, personal and political,
including Trump’s woeful response to

the pandemic, or indeed Britain’s
answer to Trump: “I would like to
party with Boris Johnson. I wouldn’t
let him run a McDonald’s though.”
Yes, sometimes he is abrasive,
playfully chauvinist, and revels in
being so privileged. Yet he’s not trying
to be anything other than a freethinking, slightly contrary mix of
liberalism and conservatism. Maybe
he doesn’t quite carry a crowd away
with him like he did in his younger
days, but then these are murkier,
more divided times. Slap talk or not,
Rock remains a bracingly funny
comedian.
Touring to May 15, chrisrock.com

LEO MASON/ALAMY

Algae power
could run
smart watch
Rhys Blakely Science Correspondent

It takes two Contemporary dance is mixed with folk and circus in Wild Tango, a show choreographed by Germán Cornejo, at the Peacock Theatre in Holborn, London

Scientists have powered a computer
system continuously for more than a
year using nothing but a species of
algae, light and water.
The power system, comparable in
size to an AA battery, contains a type of
non-toxic algae called Synechocystis
that naturally harvests energy from the
sun through photosynthesis.
This generates a tiny electrical current, enough to power an ultra-efficient
microprocessor designed by Arm, a
Cambridge-based chip-maker.
The researchers say their algaefuelled power plant is made of cheap
and largely recyclable materials.
They believe it could help to run the
so-called internet of things — a growing network of small electronic devices
that collect and share information via
the internet, such as smart watches.
The experiment powered an Arm Cortex-M0+, a microprocessor widely used
in such technology.
The researchers predict there will be
one trillion of these devices by 2035.
Professor Christopher Howe of the
University of Cambridge’s biochemistry department, a joint senior author of
the study, said: “Our photosynthetic
device doesn’t run down the way a
battery does because it’s continually
using light as the energy source.”

Bellfield jail wedding ‘inconceivable’
Matt Dathan Home Affairs Editor

A request by the serial killer Levi
Bellfield to get married in prison is
“inconceivable” unless safeguarding
concerns are addressed, Dominic Raab,
the justice secretary, said yesterday.
Bellfield, 53, was yesterday described
as being “besotted” with a prison visitor, a blonde woman in her forties. He
got down on one knee to propose in
front of guards at HMP Frankland, Co
Durham, one of Britain’s highest security prisons, The Sun said yesterday.
Bellfield often targeted women with
dyed-blonde hair, describing them as
“sluts” and “impure” and saying they
“deserved to be messed around with”.
The woman, who has not been identified, started corresponding with Bellfield after he wrote to her two years ago.
She visits him once or twice a week for
up to two hours at a time.
Asked what powers he had to stop the
wedding, Raab said: “The Human
Rights Act puts all sorts of obstacles in
our way in that regard, which is, I think,

Levi Bellfield is
serving a
whole-life term so
will never be freed

one more reason why we are introducing a Bill of Rights to add a bit more
common sense.
“What I can tell you is it is inconceivable that the prison or the Ministry of
Justice would authorise that marriage
unless the very significant concerns
about the safeguarding were addressed;
we’ve asked for a risk assessment in
relation to that. Clearly, we’re dealing
with a dangerous serial killer.”
Bellfield is one of a handful of prisoners serving a whole-life term, meaning
he will never be released. He was convicted of the murders of 13-year-old
Milly Dowler in 2002, 19-year-old
Marsha McDonnell in 2003, and
Amélie Delagrange, 22, a French student, the following year.

Prison romances
6 It was reported that
Ian Huntley, convicted
in 2003 of murdering
Holly Wells and Jessica
Chapman in Soham,
Cambridgeshire, was
receiving bundles of fan
mail every day.
6 Examples of prison
romances include that
between Jimmy Boyle,
the Glasgow gangster
who was jailed for life in

1967 for slashing a rival
with a knife, and Sarah
Trevelyan, his
psychiatrist. They
married while he was
serving his sentence.
6 Charles Bronson, a
notorious violent
criminal, has spent
decades in prisons. He
proposed to his third
wife, Paula Williamson,
after she visited him for

Downing Street said Boris Johnson
was “sickened and appalled” by the prospect of Bellfield getting married and
that the government’s overhaul of the
Human Rights Act would attempt to
prevent the worst offenders from being
able to do so behind bars.
Victoria Atkins, the prisons minister,

five months at HMP
Woodhill. After the pair
separated, she was
found dead at her home
in July 2019. Her death
was not treated as
suspicious.
Sheila Isenberg, the
author of Women Who
Love Men Who Kill, says
those who marry
murderers seek a
relationship “where you
are basically in control”.

described Bellfield as “an evil, evil
monster who has left a trail of despair
and grief in his wake”.
However, ministers are limited in
their powers to stop inmates getting
married. Atkins told ITV’s Good Morning Britain: “My heart goes out to the
families because, yet again, this appall-

ing human being is on the front
pages and they’re having to think
about him.”
But she was unable to say whether
she could stop the wedding going
ahead, citing article 12 of the Human
Rights Act and the right to marry.
Atkins added: “I’m appalled that
someone like this can make an application to get married — we’re looking
into it very carefully. Watch this space,
please.”
Bellfield would need the permission
of the governor at HMP Frankland to
marry at the category A prison. He
could object to the prison being named
on the notice of marriage as the place
where the service is to be carried out.
The governor must also talk to the
National Offender Management Service if there are concerns that any
security risks cannot reasonably be
overcome, or if there are concerns that
either party is getting married under
duress.
The woman did not respond to a
request for comment from The Sun.
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New Zealand reformer in
the running for Met job

Satire sells The earliest believed portrait of Jonathan Swift, author of Gulliver’s
Travels, by Thomas Pooley (1646-1723), could sell for £50,000 on Wednesday

Fiona Hamilton Crime Editor
Sean O’Neill

Male and pale contenders

A reformist who ran New Zealand’s
police force has applied to become the
new commissioner of Scotland Yard,
staking his claim on being the fresh
broom needed to sort out the beleaguered force.
If successful, Mike Bush would
become the first foreign leader of a British police force, nearly a decade after
Theresa May, then home secretary,
changed the law to allow Commonwealth chiefs to apply.
Bush, who ran New Zealand police
for six years until 2020, is one of six
white men who have applied to succeed
Dame Cressida Dick, who resigned in
February after a series of racism, misogyny and misconduct scandals at the
Met.
The Home Office and City Hall have
made clear that Dick’s successor will
need to bring drastic improvements to
the force, restore public trust and tackle
its serious culture problems.
Priti Patel, the home secretary, is understood to be attracted by the idea of
an outsider who can bring fresh ideas
and is not stymied by loyalty to the Met.
Sir Mark Rowley, the former antiterrorism chief who also ran Surrey
police, is widely considered the frontrunner.
Home Office officials had initially
played down the option of a foreign

Sir Mark Rowley Former
counterrorism boss who also led
Surrey police.
Nick Ephgrave Met assistant
commissioner, thought to be the
only internal candidate.
Shaun Sawyer Devon and Cornwall
chief constable.
Jon Boutcher Former Bedfordshire
chief heading inquiry into
allegations of murder by Stakeknife,
the British agent in Northern Ireland.
Kevin Hurley Former Met detective
chief superintendent who
le
applied but is not eligible
because he did not
reach the requisite
senior rank.
Mike Bush Former
commissioner of New
Zealand police, right.

chief. It is understood Bush
ush
applied after the British embasrtised the job
sy in New Zealand advertised
job.
Bush, who is in his early sixties and
runs a consultancy firm, made wideranging reforms as deputy commis-

sioner of New Zealand police by shifting to a focus on prevention rather than
prosecution. The crime rate fell by 20
per cent and public satisfaction with
policing rose five points to 84 per cent.
When he was appointed commissioner
in 2014 he started a national project
called “prevention first”, which transformed the police service.
It is unclear whether his approach
would go down well with Patel, however, whose mantra is to urge chiefs to
get tough on criminals.
Bush would also have to persuade
Patel that he could overcome the challenges in London, where teenage homicides hit a record high last year, despite
spending his career in a country with
one of the world’s lowest crime rates.
Sources said that Bush’s application
certainly makes the race inter“certainly
esting The successful candiesting”.
date will be picked by Patel,
wh is required by legiswho
la
lation
to take the view of
S
Sadiq
Khan into account.
The mayor of London
ef
effectively
ousted Dick,
wh resigned after being
who
tol he had lost confidence
told
in he
in
her ability to run the force.
Her responses
re
Her
to the scandals
th plagued
plagu her tenure were seen
that
inward-look
as inward-looking
and defensive.
Sir Stephen House, Dick’s close ally
and temporary commissioner, is not
believed to have applied for the job.
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Housing crisis puts Tories in a death spiral
Retreat on planning reform will fail both the economy and a younger generation as well as imperilling the Tories’ own future
ALAMY

James
Forsyth

@jgforsyth

A

s the cost of living crisis
bites and recession looms,
Boris Johnson keeps
pressing ministers to
come up with ideas to
boost the economy that don’t cost
money. The news that the economy
contracted in March puts even more
pressure on the government to find
reforms that could inject some
momentum. Yet there is one idea
hiding in plain sight that would do
far more than any of the measures
discussed so far: planning reform.
The Tories were elected on a
manifesto pledge to build 300,000
homes a year, something only
achievable if the planning system is
simplified. But a Tory backbench
revolt and a thumping defeat in the
Chesham & Amersham by-election
has sent the government into a
headlong retreat.
The “levelling up” bill has now
supplanted the planning reform bill:
even the name had to be dropped to
neutralise opposition from worried
Tory MPs. There are still measures
that will help but gone are the ideas
that would have radically improved
the supply of houses. Zoning — areas
marked for development — has
gone. The ability to block
developments even if they conform
with the local plan is back. Even the
obligation on councils to have an upto-date local plan — half don’t —
has been reduced.
The great Tory planning retreat is
hardly surprising. One of No 10’s
objectives is not to upset its own

MPs. So it is now trying to appease
the nimbyism the prime minister
once wanted to crush. “They can’t
see their interest is in there being
more homeowners, more
aspirational voters,” he would say in
private of those opposing his
planning changes. But he has lost
that battle. Planning reform is off the
agenda. One government source
warns: “Even the stuff which is in the
levelling up bill will meet lots of
opposition from backbenchers.”
Some in Whitehall fear that Tory
MPs, worried about the Lib Dem
threat, will demand further
concessions and protections.
The current system is
unpredictable and sclerotic. It acts as
a drag anchor on the economy. It is
also causing growing societal
problems. The average age of a firsttime buyer is 34; in the 1990s it was
29. Last year, for the first time in a
generation, the average house earned
more than the average worker.

People without capital
cannot be expected
to become capitalists
The Tories used to take comfort
from the facts of life being
conservative. But the later in life those
facts kick in, the worse things are for
the Tories. They cannot expect people
without capital to be capitalists.
At the last election the Tories had
a ten-point lead over Labour among
those with a mortgage and a 35point lead among those who owned
their own home outright. Yet the
party trailed by double digits among
renters in both the social and private
sectors. A political party that valued
its future would be doing everything
in its power to ensure the number of
homeowners rose rapidly. But as one

Tory observes: “It is not a problem
the Conservative Party is capable of
solving.” It is almost as if the Tories
have a death wish.
Despite the surrender on planning,
I am told that “No 10 are desperate
for a policy on housing”. One Johnson
confidant says “the bee in his bonnet
is housing”. Downing Street has
recently floated a right-to-buy for
housing association tenants. David
Cameron did so too and made little
progress. I understand there is also a
proposal for micro homes, small
properties that could be constructed
quickly. But some influential figures
have doubts about it.
If national reform of the planning
rules is not possible, what should the
Tories do? Michael Gove, who has
been handed this hot potato, has
various ideas. He wants to make
second homeownership less
attractive, removing tax perks in the
belief this will ease pressure on
house prices. He has a point.
Between 2008-09 and 2018-19 there
was a 77 per cent increase in the
number of second homes, a trend
compounded by the pandemic as
Londoners looked for country
boltholes. But there are just half a
million second homes, so this is only
part of the problem.
Gove’s big idea is BIDEN — not
Scranton’s most famous son but an
acronym for beauty, infrastructure,
democracy, environment and
neighbourhood. Gove thinks if you
get these things right then people
will become much more prodevelopment. One reason he is not
panicking about missing his target (by
some margin) is he thinks it would
be self-defeating to hit it by piling up
unattractive homes. He wants design
rules that make sure new buildings
look good, and a levy on development
so councils can ensure public
services keep pace with new housing.

directly commission small developers
to build the houses. This would help
break the stranglehold of the big
developers.
The Bank of England forecasts
that the UK faces several years of
paltry growth. The economy has
bumped along the bottom ever since
the financial crash. If Britain wants
to boost growth then reforming its
planning system is one step it can
take. Is it sensible that the majority of

The UK economy has
bumped along the
bottom since the crash

Nimbyism makes it difficult to meet the
target to build 300,000 homes a year

Yet even this might not be enough.
Prince Charles’s Duchy of Cornwall is
planning a new 2,500-home town in
Faversham, Kent which comfortably
meets all these criteria. It’s even based
around tree-lined streets and a cricket
pitch. However, it still faces local
opposition and a legal hold-up.
All this has led some in
government to conclude it would be
better to, in the words of one, “take
your pain in more concentrated
doses”. The idea goes that ministers
should approve the development of a
set of new towns (where there are no
residents to protest) and use the
national infrastructure plan to push
them through.
An even more radical solution
would be for the government to use
the land that it already owns, such as
former military bases. It could grant
itself planning permission and then

south Cambridgeshire is agricultural
land when there is such a demand
for homes and for space for
laboratories and high-tech firms?
The housing crisis is so acute the
government needs to do everything
to fix it. Just making second-home
ownership less attractive won’t be
nearly enough, nor will ensuring that
new builds are not ugly rubbish. There
needs to be a full-spectrum response.
A choice is fast approaching: to
accept a low-growth economy,
dismal prospects for the young and a
bleak future for the party of the
property-owning democracy — or to
reform, rejuvenate and build the
houses and opportunities for a
generation of young people who
urgently need them.
James Forsyth is political editor of The
Spectator
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China has no place in Britain’s tech future
Kwasi Kwarteng should block the takeover of a vital microchip firm on national security grounds
Emma
Duncan

O

n an industrial estate in
south Wales sits a oncegroovy building designed
by Richard Rogers.
When it was built in 1982
for Inmos, a government-owned tech
company, Britain was a big noise in
tech. Newport Wafer Fab (NWF), a
descendant of Inmos that now
occupies the building, makes innards
for electronics. The fate of this
unassuming firm, which Kwasi
Kwarteng, the business secretary, has
to determine next month, will shape
the future of Britain’s tech industry.
Since Margaret Thatcher steered
the Tory party away from
corporatism and towards free-market
capitalism, Conservatives have taken
the view that the less they interfered
with business the better. Foreign
purchases of British assets were
regarded as a measure of the
economy’s success. Because trade
could be relied on to supply the
nation’s needs, only socialists and
mercantilists worried about whether
companies were British-owned or not.
These days free-marketeers sound
less confident, for two reasons. First,
Covid brought home the risks of
relying on complex global supply
chains. Disruptions in distant parts
closed factories and left supermarket
shelves unfilled. Second, the world is
a less friendly place. Over a decade,
both Russia and China became

internally more oppressive and
outwardly more aggressive. Then
came war in Ukraine.
Sanctions on Russia are the hotbutton issue but economic relations
with China are more important in
the long run, and those have been
worsening. Under pressure from
America, the government barred
Huawei from sensitive areas of the
telecoms network. It is pushing CGN,
a Chinese state-backed nuclear
group, out of the proposed Sizewell C
nuclear plant. Now the fate of the
NWF hangs in the balance.
Last year it was bought by
Nexperia, a Netherlands-based
subsidiary of a Chinese company.
Though a global minnow, NWF is

There are times when
governments need to
invest in critical sectors
Britain’s biggest chip manufacturer.
The foreign affairs select committee
badgered Kwarteng to block the
purchase but he declined, saying it
was the Welsh government’s business.
Since Nexperia repaid a loan to the
Welsh government, the purchase
secured 500 jobs, the firm promises
big investments and geopolitics is
not within Cardiff’s remit, the
£63 million deal went through.
Since nobbled by the antis, Boris
Johnson dispatched Sir Stephen
Lovegrove, the national security
adviser, to review it. Sir Stephen’s
report hasn’t been made public but
he’s reckoned to have said the sale
didn’t pose a security risk. Yet the
pressure is mounting. A bunch of

congressmen wrote to Joe Biden
demanding security vetting of British
investments in American firms if the
deal goes through. Since the National
Security and Investment Act came
into force on January 4, the
government has six months in which
to retroactively block deals it deems
pose a risk to national security, the
screeching of tyres may yet be heard.
If it is Sir Stephen’s view that the
takeover does not pose the kind of
risk that Huawei or CGN might
represent, he’s right. It does not put
an unfriendly power in a position to
lace our critical infrastructure with
bugs. But there’s another, potentially
larger sort of security risk: that
Britain finds itself locked out of an
industry without which the modern
economy cannot function.
In the four decades since NWF’s
building was shiny and new,
chipmaking has moved to Asia. Its
epicentres are Taiwan and South
Korea. During the pandemic, chip
shortages shut down car plants
around the world. In Britain, car
production fell by 7 per cent last year
to its lowest level since 1956.
Both Washington and Brussels have
recently announced vast investments
in chipmaking. Britain’s government
hasn’t. That doesn’t mean the country
has no future in the business. A
cluster of companies around NWF is
developing compound semiconductors
— chips made from two or more
elements — which are regarded as
cutting edge and which the
government wants to promote as
part of its innovation strategy.
NWF is regarded as crucial to that
cluster. As an open-access foundry, it
could make chips designed by other

firms and sell them to all-comers.
With Nexperia as its owner, its
primary job will be to fulfil its parent
company’s orders. It could be closed
down at any time, as happened with
the Chinese-owned MG factory at
Longbridge, its equipment and
know-how shipped abroad.
These worries have led the
government to commission a review
of the UK’s semiconductor strategy
by the Department for Digital,
Media, Culture and Sport, which will
inform Kwarteng’s decision. It seems
odd to expect a department that
regulates football and is run by a
former contestant on I’m a Celebrity
to pass judgment on such a technical
issue, but that’s how seriously we
take these matters.
A lot hangs on this. If the takeover
is blocked, it will discourage future
Chinese investment in the sector
and there’s no guarantee of a
domestic buyer. The government
might have to choose between
putting taxpayers’ money into the
company or seeing it fold. Given that
risk, should it really turn away a
solvent foreign investor that has
secured hundreds of jobs?
On balance, yes. Given how hot
the sector is, there’s a good chance
investors from Britain or other
friendlier countries would buy the
firm. Sometimes governments need
to invest in critical sectors. The
Vaccine Manufacture and Innovation
Centre, which the government
created in 2018, proved a godsend in
the pandemic. Blocking this takeover
would be a risk but failing to do so
would amount to accepting that
Britain has no future in chip-making.
That’s probably a bigger one.

thought was gone for ever returns
with a vengeance. Last week I went
up to my vegetable garden and
immediately saw that a hole had
been dug during the night. I peered
into it. Poo. BADGER! I thought (in
capitals). How dare he! It’s been
years but now — grrrrrrr
— Brock is back.
And so is something
else. Earlier this week I
detected a tell-tale
smell in the house.
MICE (more
capitals). I have now
pulled out every
appliance and
applied expandable
foam filler to every
possible wall
crevice (not to
mention my hair
which was
iinstantly
concreted). Life! It’s a
series of tests. Whatever
next? I think we know
that it probably has to be
BAMBOO.

two weeks. Anyone out there still
doing Zoom quizzes, practising the
piano, baking bread, clapping on the
doorstep or, indeed, wearing a mask?
Thought not.

Ann Treneman Notebook

How to hold
your family
generations
in a teacup

F

ew things can divert my
attention from preparing for
the Chelsea Flower Show
these days but one small
item might just win out. My
younger daughter is expecting.
Indeed she is due perilously close to
the show dates. So last weekend my
other daughter and I downed trowels
to give her a baby shower.
These afternoon events where
friends and family gather to shower
someone with presents and goodwill
are low-key by current party
standards but I love them all the
more for this. Tea. Cake. Chat. Maybe
a bit of bingo. For the occasion, I
retrieved my grandmother’s china
teacups from the highest kitchen shelf.
Wedgwood. Royal Albert. Norcrest
(Japan). I cannot see them, with their
exquisite shades of pink and lemon,
lilac and iridescent blues, without
also seeing her. Then I see my
mother who kept them on display
too. They may be delicate but they

are also true survivors, of many
many house moves, kitchen culls, life
changes. This is how you can hold
four generations in a teacup. They
need to get out more.

Chelsea brain syndrome

I

am suffering from something that
should be called, officially, Chelsea
Brain Syndrome. This involves
random extreme ideas popping up,
unbidden, that feel absolutely
urgent. Last week I drove for 300
miles (it was “only” 260 but I got
lost on the M40/M42) to buy
herbs. Then I had to drive
another 100 or so miles to
measure tree root balls.
Yesterday I went crazy
in Buxton B&Q
because, suddenly, I
cannot own enough
black plastic
sheeting.
Thankfully, the
“build” starts
today and so I’ll
be too busy to
succumb
again to
Chelsea
Brain
Syndrome.

Brock is back

T

here should be a
word for the feeling you get
when something bad that you

Old routines

S

o how many of
you have kept
your lockdown
habits that you
said you’d never
give up? I haven’t been on one
of my “daily” walks for at least

SOS (Save our Swede)

P

olitical photo ops can so easily
go wrong. Yesterday The Times
carried a photo that showed
Boris in a rowing boat with the
Swedish prime minister Magdalena
Andersson. I immediately felt like
throwing her a life-saving ring. First,
Boris was rowing, clearly badly. He
was wearing a suit. No lifejacket.
Sigh. Andersson, who was wearing a
lifejacket over a Chanel-esque jacket,
is looking away from him, a grimace
playing on her lips. Here was a
woman in search of an escape route.
It was, in the infamous words of
Michael Gove, bonkeroony.

Honey trap

I

t was my goal this week to find a
word that was even more bonkers
than bonkeroony. I’m not sure that
I have succeeded but how about
“honeyfungle”? This means to
swindle or dupe. In short, to
bamboozle with the intention of
cheating or trickery. A great political
word and I am giving it to you, Mr
Gove, for free.

@anntreneman

Ministers must stop
playing politics with
the peace process
Jonathan Powell

A

previous generation of
British politicians,
including Tony Blair and
John Major, devoted
nearly two decades to
building peace in Northern Ireland.
The Good Friday agreement was one
of the great achievements of the turn
of the century. Although not
everything is perfect in Northern
Ireland the agreement has succeeded
in preventing a return to the Troubles.
This legacy is now at risk. It is a
travesty for Suella Braverman, the
attorney-general, to claim the EU is
undermining the agreement; it is our
government’s actions that threaten
the peace process. And it is deeply
disturbing for her to suggest a
loyalist bomb threat on the Irish
foreign minister as justification.
Northern Ireland was always going
to be the insoluble problem of Brexit,
but as far as Boris Johnson was
concerned that was to let the tail wag
the dog. It wasn’t important enough
to stand in the way of a hard Brexit
and Johnson put a border in the Irish
Sea to get his deal through. This
creates a genuine problem for the
identity of Unionists, separating
them from the rest of the UK. But in
six years no one has suggested a
viable alternative to the protocol,
including the DUP. The result has
been a political crisis in which the
executive cannot be restored, the
issue of identity has returned to
dominate politics and it may well
provoke street violence once again.
The government’s answer is to play
politics with the peace process and
repeat its threat to unilaterally
disapply the protocol. This will
destroy the trust on which all
negotiations rely and provoke a trade
war with the EU. It is opposed by the
majority of elected members in the
new NI assembly. And at the end of
it all neither the Unionists nor the
government have a workable
solution to offer on the border, so the
result will be continuing disruption
and uncertainty for business in NI.
The right solution would be for the
government to sit down with the EU,
drop the counterproductive
histrionics and negotiate seriously.
The border cannot be removed. But
if trust is re-established and if the
EU is flexible, there are ways of
taking practical steps to reduce its
impact. It would be sensible for the
elected NI parties to be involved in
the negotiations since the future of
their institutions are now tied up
with the outcome. They have been
able to come to compromises
between themselves in the past and
could do so again.
Is it really worth endangering a
peace process that was so hard to
build? Surely reason will prevail and
even now the government will do the
responsible thing for peace.
Jonathan Powell was chief British
government negotiator in Northern
Ireland from 1997-2007
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Stalemate in the Ukraine war suits the West
The US must beware getting pulled ever deeper into the conflict and the likelihood of a humiliated Putin lashing out
Gerard
Baker

@gerardtbaker

F

or a country that seems
irretrievably split down the
middle on just about
everything, the United
States is demonstrating a
remarkable unity on the war in
Ukraine. On Tuesday night the
House of Representatives, where
bipartisan votes are sparse these days,
voted 368-57 to approve a $40 billion
package of support to Kyiv. The
measure, which combines military
and humanitarian help, now goes to
the Senate where it is almost certain
to win similar approval. The only
opposition came from conservative
Republicans, and even most of them
objected primarily to the measure’s
effect on the towering US fiscal
deficit rather than the principle of it.
An earlier bill to revive the Second
World War-era lend-lease
programme, facilitating the transfer
of assistance to Ukraine, was signed
into law by President Biden this week
having passed the House by 407 votes
to ten and the Senate unanimously.
But while Democrats and
Republicans in Congress and Biden’s

administration present an
impressively unified front on
supplying the resources needed to
keep the war going, there’s less unity,
and certainly much less public
clarity, on how to end it.
Last week in California at the
annual global conference of the
Milken Institute, a vast gathering of
political and business leaders in the
same ballroom where they host the
Golden Globes each year, I chaired a
discussion with some leading foreign
policymakers from both parties. The
top Democrat and Republican on the
two main foreign policy House
committees and a pair of veterans of
the Obama and Trump
administrations were unanimous in
their support for Ukraine’s valiant

A mission creep has
entered the calculations
of what is achievable
effort to repulse Vladimir Putin’s
aggression.
But asked how this war ends and
how exactly the US and its allies are
helping to bring about that
denouement, there was little lucidity.
Michele Flournoy, who was in
charge of policy at the Pentagon
under Barack Obama, foresaw
another “frozen conflict”, years of
stalemate with no obvious resolution.

Michael McCaul, the Republican
congressman, spoke hopefully about
the Ukrainians having a “fighting
chance” to defeat Russia, without
defining what defeat would mean.
I relate this not to criticise those
driving US policy but to convey what
remains the fundamental
conundrum with our approach to the
biggest war in Europe since 1945: we
know whose side we’re on but what
does victory look like?
As Ukraine’s defence has grown
stouter, a kind of unstable mission
creep has entered the West’s
calculations about what can be
achieved. To start with, simply
keeping Russia at bay was the
overriding aspiration. But recently, as
Putin’s forces have faltered,
floundered and regrouped,
policymakers have begun expressing
a range of larger objectives.
After a brief visit to Kyiv last
month, Lloyd Austin, Biden’s defence
secretary, suggested the US was now
aiming to inflict significant damage
on Russia’s military capabilities. “We
want to see Russia weakened where
it can’t do things like invade
Ukraine,” he said. In private, officials
were eager to play down the remarks,
suggesting they were nothing new,
and neither Austin nor any other
senior officials have repeated them.
Nor has Biden repeated his off-thecuff remark two months ago that he
wanted Putin removed from power.

No US officials have publicly gone
as far as their British counterparts in
articulating the aim of evicting all
Russian forces from Ukraine,
including Crimea which has been
occupied since 2014, or calling for
postwar reparations from Putin.
US policymakers are at pains to
stress that, in the end, the objectives
of the war are for President
Zelensky’s government to decide.
Whether that means an all-out
conflict that seeks to push Russia

Sometimes proxy wars
can have a habit of
becoming direct ones
back to its pre-2014 borders or some
kind of negotiated settlement, it’s not
for Washington to express anything
other than full support for Kyiv, since
it is Ukraine that is doing the fighting.
But privately officials admit that
the larger challenge facing the US is
the radical uncertainty about Russia’s
reaction to progress in the war
against it. The paradox is that the
closer Ukraine gets to actually
inflicting any kind of defeat on
Russia, the greater the risk of Russia
triggering a wider war that could
drag the US and its allies into
conflict with a nuclear-armed power
and a leader who has indicated a
willingness to risk all. So the US is in

the unstable position of providing
the means to conduct war against a
powerful enemy while not —
formally at least — willing the ends;
aggressively contributing to a
military effort to destroy the enemy’s
military capacity while not expressly
pursuing that as the objective.
While the Biden administration
generally gets high marks for its
handling of the war so far, and the
bipartisan support is testimony to
the broad level of satisfaction in the
country on this, there is an unsettling
recklessness about this mismatch.
As the Russian setbacks have
multiplied, the temptation to more
publicly drive the US towards its
larger strategic objective has become
irresistible to some inside the
Washington machine. Someone in
the military recently thought it a
good idea to tell reporters that the
US had provided critical information
to the Ukrainians to help them
target and kill Russian generals and
to destroy a Russian ship. The
Pentagon later denied the reports,
alarmed that it pushed the US
significantly further towards active
engagement.
American support for Ukraine
against a brutal aggressor is surely
morally and strategically justified.
But some proxy wars have a habit of
becoming direct ones: in this conflict
the US is walking an increasingly
fine line between the two.
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Letters to the Editor

UK’s military pact with Finland and Sweden

Media freedom
Sir, State-sponsored regulation of the
press has always been and always will
be a terrible idea. We therefore
welcome the commitment in the
Queen’s Speech to repeal section 40
of the Crime and Courts Art 2013,
which imposed penalties for media
organisations that refused to sign up
to a government-sanctioned regulator
(“Press Gang”, leading article, May
12). It was always absurd that
newspapers refusing to sign up to this
half-baked scheme faced paying the
costs of claimants even when they
had won a defamation case.
There has rightly been increased
public concern in recent months
about libel actions seeking to silence
journalists such as Catherine Belton
and Tom Burgis, whose work lifted
the lid on Kremlin-backed
billionaires. A war is being fought in
Europe against an autocratic regime
where the state has a stranglehold on
the media. What better way to
celebrate our free and independent
press than by removing this
aberration from the statute book.
Martin Bright
Editor-at-large, Index on Censorship

Wimbledon threat
Sir, You report (sport, May 11) that the
ATP is threatening to withdraw
ranking points from Wimbledon over
the latter’s decision to ban players
from Russia and Belarus. Wimbledon
has form in making the right calls
(such as taking pandemic insurance
before a pandemic and refusing
advertising banners around centre
court). This is another. At a stroke it
sends Putin a strong anti-war message
and avoids the questioning about the
war that Russian players would receive
in post-match press conferences. The
ban ensures that these players will not
be put in uncomfortable positions,
such as being asked to publicly support
Ukraine, thereby risking their families’
safety. The ban will be far more
meaningful than putting Ukrainian
flags up in our front gardens.
Don Landers
Isleworth, Hounslow

Lost in music
Sir, Greg Joswiak asserts that “there’s
no better way to enjoy, discover and
experience music” than Apple Music.
(“After 21 years, iPods shuffle off
mortal coil”, May 12). In the interests
of balance, might I suggest that he
attend a live performance?
Adrián Delso
Iwerne Minster, Dorset

Corrections and
clarifications
The Times takes
complaints
about editorial
content seriously. We are committed to
abiding by the Independent Press
Standards Organisation (“IPSO”) rules
and regulations and the Editors’ Code of
Practice that IPSO enforces.
Requests for corrections or
clarifications should be sent by email to
feedback@thetimes.co.uk or by post to
Feedback, The Times, 1 London Bridge
Street, London SE1 9GF

Sir, I welcome the prime minister’s
pledges to support Finland and
Sweden, should either come under
attack from Russia (“UK troops will
defend Scandinavia from Putin”,
May 12). Furthermore I look forward
to those two states joining Nato.
Their military capabilities will be a
considerable asset to the alliance and
in turn they will enjoy the collective
security that Article 5 of the North
Atlantic Treaty will afford them.
However, I remain deeply concerned
that the prime minister’s largesse is
not matched by the depth of our own
military capability. The ambition to
be seen as Global Britain has been
brought back to reality by the war in
Ukraine. The case to increase our
defence spending to 3 per cent of
GDP is growing, as is the need to
invest rapidly in our land warfare
capabilities. Fine words must be
backed by credible capability. I fear
we are out of balance.
General Lord Dannatt
Former chief of the general staff
Sir, The prime minister’s promise that
Britain will in effect go to war with
Russia if the latter attacks Sweden or
Finland while they are applying for
Nato membership is reckless in the

extreme. Although Vladimir Putin
bears ultimate responsibility for the
continuing tragedy in Ukraine, Nato’s
eastward expansion was one of the
primary reasons for his invasion.
Numerous western diplomats and
scholars warned of this scenario in
the 1990s and early 2000s.
We should be seeking to build a
long-term, post-Cold War security
settlement for all of Europe, from the
Atlantic to the Urals. Instead, Boris
Johnson’s bellicose grandstanding on
the international stage risks a
perilous escalation of the present
Russia-Nato conflict.
Nick Megoran
Professor of political geography,
Newcastle University
Sir, Britain’s commitment to Sweden
and Finland reflects the seriousness
of the confrontation with Russia.
Escalation of the war in Ukraine to
wider Europe is less likely the more
that Putin sees strength and unity.
This is the moment to stand up and
be counted through stronger
collective defence. The harder
conversation is about the price. Most
European armed forces are resourced
for an era in which war only occurred
beyond Europe, neither touching the

homeland nor reaching the demands
of Great Power conflict. The entire
British Army today has the people,
equipment and stocks to defend only
perhaps half the Donbas region. Nato
will now remobilise to deter Russia
with sufficient conventional forces, as
well as nuclear capability, and to have
a voice with China about how the
21st century works. Paying for armed
forces that match commitment with
capability cannot be avoided. Today’s
public finances mean that the timing
could not be worse, yet the imperative
is inescapable. It will not be enough
just to stand up, we will have to count
when we do.
General Sir Richard Barrons
Co-chairman, Universal Defence &
Security Solutions, London EC4
Sir, Is the Boris Johnson who has just
signed an agreement with Finland
and Sweden the same person who is
threatening to renege on an
international agreement that he
signed during the Brexit negotiations?
If it is, he has also criticised the Soviet
Union for similar action in Ukraine.
Double standards don’t even go near
describing his actions.
Sonia Dowse
Scone, Perthshire

Brexit quagmire

Starmer’s gambit

Stable monarchy

Sir, Simon Nixon offers an excellent
summary of the situation we have
created (“Still stuck in the Brexit
quagmire, ministers look set to make
it worse”, May 12). Brexit is done but
its consequences are not. The Good
Friday agreement and a hard Brexit
are fundamentally incompatible. Boris
Johnson knew this when he signed
the trade agreement, including the
Northern Ireland protocol, less than
two years ago. The government’s
response to a situation it has created
entirely for itself is to take measures
to destroy what little trust remains in
the given word of this country as well
as putting us at odds with the US and
the EU at a time when our economy
can ill afford it. It is ridiculous to
maintain, as our attorney-general
does (news, May 12), that the strict
interpretation of the agreement by
the EU makes the government
decision to override the protocol legal
or justifiable. It does not. We knew
what we were signing and we did it
anyway in full knowledge of the likely
consequences. The fault is ours.
Peter Slot
London W4

Sir, Alice Thomson’s piece “Starmer’s
gambit will leave Labour stronger”
(Apr 11) appears to owe much to
wishful thinking. The “gambit” is, at
least in part, a less than subtle damage
limitation exercise: if a penalty charge
is issued against Sir Keir the
inescapable implication would be that
he is guilty not just of a breach of
Covid rules but of dissembling and
hypocrisy. In this event, to maintain
his “I’m a better man than Boris”
mantra, he would have no alternative
to his offer to fall on his sword, and
hope that he can rise again in the
future. Thomson accepts that being a
decent, regular guy who likes beer and
football (and, of course, curries) does
not qualify someone to be PM, for
which other qualities are more
important, eg leadership, decisiveness
and preferably a dash of charisma. The
alternative Labour Party leaders she
suggests seem to similarly lack these
essential characteristics: and this lack
of credible alternatives was why Sir
Keir was selected as leader in the first
place, and Jeremy Corbyn before him.
Tim Brown
Oxford

Sir, I disagree with James Kirkup
(May 12) that Prince Charles reading
the Queen’s Speech in the House of
Lords was “an awkward experience”.
A different experience, certainly. But
what it showed was that our
institution of monarchy is absolutely
fit for purpose in providing us with a
safe constitutional continuity in the
role of head of state, above the
hurly-burly of politics. Of course, we
are very used to the Queen showing
us that steadiness. Now we see that
Prince Charles will bring the same
quality to the role. What we do not
need is another elected post.
I love the ceremony of the state
opening of parliament: it is the most
perfectly choreographed and
executed stately dance between what
Walter Bagehot described as the
“dignified” and “efficient” parts of our
constitution. What we saw on
Tuesday was that our monarchy can
and will continue in the same way as
the dignified element of our
governance and lawmaking process,
for the benefit of future generations.
Ms Robbi Robson
East Horsley, Surrey

BERLIN’S
UNDERWORLD
HAUNTS

was perhaps the worst in repute.
Owing to its proximity to the
Potsdamer Station, it was the haunt
of decoys, who got travellers into it
and then blackmailed them. He
stated that when, after the murder,
the police raided the place, there was
a scurry to the top of the house, and
the inmates got away over the roofs.
When the Judge asked whether the
victims ever laid charges against the
blackmailers, he replied that they did
not, being anxious to keep their
escapades out of the limelight. The
waitress of the pension, in her
evidence, said the guests knew one
another by such names as “RosenCavalier”, “Nut Willy” and “Saxon
Bobby”. They slept all day, and at
night came down into the cafes.
“What did they live on?” asked the
Judge. “Burglaries, of course; what
else?” she replied. In these notorious
surroundings, the carpet merchant
had been murdered, and the police
had arrested three of a gang,

including Frau Spanier. Passarge had
made a confession, stating that they
had at first meant to blackmail the
carpet merchant into cashing a
forged cheque, but that he resisted
and had dropped dead when Seltzer
caught him by the throat. Later
Passarge went back on his
confession, stating that the detective
made him drunk and put him under
cross examination. Frau Spanier, an
educated woman, very highlystrung, watches the proceedings
nervously, her long and slender
fingers clutching a handkerchief as
she protests from time to time
against the evidence. She admits
being mixed up with this crowd of
undesirables, and ascribes it to the
fact that she was sent to prison
during the war for an offence against
the food regulations, and thus got
into the clutches of the criminals.

from the times may 13, 1922
So far no ray of light has penetrated
the dark mystery of the murder of
the Oriental carpet merchant,
Niesser, who was found strangled in
his lodgings in the Steglitzerstrasse,
and for which the Courts are trying
Frau Helen Spanier and two men,
Seltzer and Passarge. The trial
excites great interest in Berlin,
revealing glimpses of the sordid
underworld that has made the city a
byword. A detective, Trettin, whose
business it is to watch insalubrious
districts in the neighbourhood of
Berlin’s great termini, stated that the
pension where the murder occurred

thetimes.co.uk/archive

Able-bodied acting
Sir, For clarity, I do not believe that
Richard III can no longer be played by
a non-disabled actor (“Able-bodied
actors cannot play Richard III”, May 6;
letters, May 7, 10 & 11). Just as I do not
believe — although we now know that
the actual Richard III had adolescent
idiopathic scoliosis — that only an
actor with precisely this condition
should be eligible for the role. What I
do know, rehearsing Richard III, is
that by drawing upon his lived
experience of disability, Arthur
Hughes adds a completely different
perspective to the role, just as a black
actor brings a profound understanding
of difference to the role of Othello or a
Jewish actor to the role of Shylock. It
can only enhance the performance
and impact of the production. We
have accepted that argument for
Othello: we may be about to change
our minds about Richard III. But until
there is a level playing field, until
disabled actors have the opportunities
across the board that are more widely
afforded to other actors, we should be
providing the most prominent
platform for that talent.
Gregory Doran
RSC artistic director emeritus

Eye in the sky
Sir, Roger Boyes (comment, May 11;
letter, May 12) makes the crucial point
that the West must break the Black
Sea blockade. But knowledge comes
before power. Back in 1970, the 543rd
RAF Strategic Reconnaissance
Squadron monitored every Soviet ship
north of the Equator. My crew had
the task of plotting every Soviet ship
in the Black Sea from 50,000ft. If we
never came back, we hoped someone
in the MoD might get the message.
Andrew Brookes
Former CEO, the Air League

Soaked oak
Sir, I was interested in your article
“Oak table was 5,000 years in the
making” (May 11). My family business,
Kerridges of Cambridge, developed a
way of preserving bog oaks by steam
drying in the 1970s and made a
number of items, including a Welsh
dresser for my father Kelsey Kerridge,
which we still have in the family.
However, it was believed that these
oaks dated back much further, circa
75,000 years ago. We also made a pair
of doors from bog oak and modern
oak for Melbourne University, as my
parents were good friends of the
Newton-John family; Bryn NewtonJohn was master of Ormond College
there, and was the father of Olivia.
Paul Kerridge
Director, KJ Holdings; Barton Mills
Sir, I was astonished to see that after
finding such a tree, which although
dead had managed to survive 5,000
years, that the best that human
ingenuity had to offer was to cut it up
and make it into a table.
Peter Aspinall
Holmfirth, W Yorks

Tough cheese
Sir, Not all English cheeses are
worthy of celebrating (letters, May 11
& 12). Chock-dog, the Isle of Wight
cheese made from skimmed milk, was
so notoriously hard that the recipient
of one sent as a present apparently
failed to recognise it as food. Cutting
a hole through the middle with some
difficulty, he is said to have used it
successfully as a grindstone.
Jacquie Pearce
Cowes, Isle of Wight
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Leading articles
Daily Universal Register
UK: First post-election sitting of the
Northern Ireland assembly (midday);
equestrian show at Home Park, Windsor, to
celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.

Nature notes
Though no bigger
than a double bed,
the little front
garden hosts a
dozen blooming
dandelions. A
steady stream of
pollinators arrive to forage on these golden
doubloons: red mason bees, white-tailed
bumblebee queens, small tortoiseshell
butterflies and a selection of hoverflies. All
the while, tiny pollen beetles are ensconced
in the flowers. Also on the micro-lawn
stands a patch of seeding dandelions — a
gourmet meal for the greenfinch and two
sparrows that have just landed. Dandelions
are perhaps the most ecologically essential
flowers of spring: whether in flower or seed,
they feed a vast range of other life. There are
more than 250 British species of this
cornerstone plant. jonathan tulloch

Birthdays today
Stevie Wonder, pictured,
singer-songwriter, I Just
Called to Say I Loved You
(1984), 72; Luciano
Benetton, co-founder of
Benetton (fashion
brand), 87; Stefan
Bomhard, chief
executive, Imperial Brands, 55; Baroness
(Rosie) Boycott, editor, The Independent
(1998), The Express (1998-2001), 71; Joe
Brown, singer and guitarist, A Picture of You
(1962), 81; Lord (Anthony) Clarke of Stonecum-Ebony, justice of the Supreme Court
(2009-17), Master of the Rolls and head of
civil justice (2005-09), 79; Lord (John) Cope
of Berkeley, deputy chairman and treasurer,
Conservative Party (1990-92), 85; Gareth
Davis, chairman, M&C Saatchi, William Hill
(2010-18), 72; Eileen Diss, theatrical
designer, six-time Bafta winner, 91; Michael
Dobson, chairman, asset management
company Schroders (2016-Apr 2022), 70;
Evelyn Boscawen, Viscount Falmouth,
owner of Tregothnan estates, Cornwall, 67;
Prof Dame Jane Glover, conductor, director
of opera, Royal Academy of Music (2009-16),
73; David Hill, musical director, Bach Choir,
chief conductor, BBC Singers (2007-17), 65;
Harvey Keitel, actor, Reservoir Dogs (1992),
83; Jonathan Klein, co-founder and
chairman, Getty Images (2015-20), 62;
Carrie Lam, chief executive of Hong Kong,
65; Dame Andrea Leadsom, business,
energy and industrial strategy secretary
(2019-20), 59; Richard Madeley, broadcaster,
66; Dame Natalie Massenet, founder of Neta-Porter and chairwoman, British Fashion
Council (2013-17), 57; Scott Morrison, prime
minister of Australia, 54; Samantha Morton,
actress, Minority Report (2002), 45; Jeffrey
Evans, Lord Mountevans, lord mayor of
London (2015-16), 74; Robert Pattinson,
actor, The Batman (2022), 36; Selina Scott,
former ITV and BBC presenter, 71; Tim
Shipman, political commentator, The Sunday
Times, 47; Casey Stoney, footballer, England
women (2000-17), 40; Zoë Wanamaker,
actress, My Family (2000-11), 73.

On this day
In 1995 the Scottish mountaineer Alison
Hargreaves, aged 33, became the first
woman to climb Everest without
supplemental oxygen and Sherpa support.

The last word
“The Eskimo has fifty-two names for snow
because it is important to them; there ought to
be as many for love.” Margaret Atwood,
novelist, poet, literary critic, Surfacing (1972)

Welcome Allies
Finland and Sweden’s anticipated applications to join Nato come with risks. But
they would strengthen the military alliance and enhance Britain’s security
A joint statement issued yesterday by the president and prime minister of Finland recommending that the country apply for Nato membership
“without delay” was a historic moment for that
nation and a geopolitical moment for the world.
Neutrality has served Finland well for the past 70
years, ensuring no repeat of its two devastating
conflicts with Russia during the Second World
War. It is a sign of how much the world has
changed, along with Finnish perceptions of their
own security, since Russia invaded Ukraine on
February 24, that public support for Nato membership has risen from about 25 per cent to 76 per
cent. Finland’s formal application is expected to be
made next week, to be followed shortly afterwards
by that of Sweden. It, too, is preparing to abandon
a policy of neutrality it has maintained for nearly
200 years, including through two world wars.
The decision to seek Nato membership makes
strategic sense for both countries. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has fundamentally altered the
security dynamics in Europe. At the core of the
post-war international system lay respect for the
sovereignty of nation states. Through its unprovoked attack on Ukraine, Russia has revealed itself to be a revisionist power intent on restoring a
Russian empire. As such, Moscow is guaranteed to

remain a destabilising force in Europe and a military threat to its neighbours, regardless of the outcome of the war in Ukraine or indeed the survival
of Vladimir Putin as president.
In this context it is hardly surprising that Finland and Sweden have concluded their past approach of maintaining security through active
membership of multilateral organisations while
avoiding military alliances is no longer sufficient.
The United Nations has proved itself to be entirely
impotent in the face of a clear breach of its fundamental principles by a permanent member of its
security council. The European Union does not,
and most likely never will, possess the hard power
to defend its members. Nato has therefore reaffirmed itself as the only viable security provider
for democracies that wish to remain part of the
international rules-based order.
Nonetheless, Finland and Sweden’s expected
applications to join are not without risk. Finland’s
accession would mean that Nato would acquire a
new 800-mile border with Russia. The Kremlin
has already stated it considers such a move a
threat to Russia and has vowed “retaliatory steps”.
What those might be is unclear. With Russian
forces depleted and bogged down in the Donbas,
it is unlikely any response would be military. But it

could involve repositioning equipment, including
missile systems, on the Finnish border. It will further underline Moscow’s growing paranoia of encirclement by hostile forces. What’s more, the accession talks will take place against a backdrop of
rising tensions between Nato and Russia. Dmitry
Medvedev, the former president, yesterday
warned that Nato supplies of military aid to
Ukraine increased the likelihood of open conflict
that could turn into “fully-fledged nuclear war”.
There are risks, of course, for Britain too, and
not just because this country will be bound by Nato’s Article 5 mutual defence commitments once
Finland and Sweden are members. Britain has
committed itself to provide security guarantees
during the six to 12 months it is likely to take for
their admission to be ratified by all 30 member
states. During that time, the UK will be obliged to
come to their aid should Russian retaliation escalate into conflict. But these risks are more than offset by the benefits. Nato will acquire new members
with large, well-equipped, highly trained armed
forces underpinned by conscription. As its leaders
noted, as a Nato member Finland would strengthen the entire defence alliance. Both its application
and Sweden’s are profoundly in Britain’s interest
and should be ratified as soon as possible.

Windfall Wishes
A tax on energy companies’ purportedly excess profits remains a bad idea
“Tax legislation has to be more complicated than
is ideally desirable,” conceded Lord Lawson of
Blaby in his memoirs. The government in which
he served in the 1980s introduced the precedent,
surprisingly for an avowedly pro-enterprise
administration, of windfall taxes. Another
Conservative chancellor is now considering the
same policy. Rishi Sunak has referred to the big
profits being earned by energy companies because
of “very elevated prices”. He indicated he might
impose a windfall tax if these profits were not
ploughed back as investment into the economy.
The government’s tone has been shifting. A fortnight ago Kwasi Kwarteng, the business secretary,
said “a windfall tax will act as a disincentive to
invest”. Since then it seems a popular mood of
wishing to force energy companies to pay up may
prove irresistible. Household bills are rising dramatically and Labour is pressing for a tax on the
companies’ supernormal profits. Yet Mr Kwarteng
is right. Windfall taxes are occasionally justified
but not this time. When global conditions are constraining energy supply, a windfall tax on companies would aggravate the problem.

Such a tax is a one-off levy imposed when an industry enjoys excess profits due to special market
conditions. Energy companies are certainly
enjoying bumper revenues. BP made profits of
$6.2 billion in the first quarter of this year, compared with $2.6 billion in the same period last year.
The equivalent figures for Shell were $9.1 billion
against $3.2 billion in the first quarter of 2021.
There is some logic in taking income from firms
that benefit from higher energy prices in order to
pay for initiatives to reduce costs for households.
The case is stronger still when an industry has
benefited from cosseting in the past. This was true
of the highly-protected banking sector and North
Sea oil sectors in the early 1980s, which were made
subject to a windfall tax. It was also arguably the
case with privatised utilities, which faced few competitive pressures in the early 1990s and which the
incoming Labour government taxed in 1997.
Yet a windfall tax is never a costless way of raising revenue, even if the costs are hidden. First, it
inhibits competition by deterring new entrants to
a sector. An unstable tax regime makes it more difficult for a company to engage in long-term plan-

ning, so it might as well commit its capital to other
activities. Second, a windfall tax on a company
makes its capital more expensive, because shareholders will demand higher returns to compensate
them. That cost will almost certainly be passed on
to consumers.
Third, there is a particular problem with a windfall tax on energy now. Prices are high because
supply has been disrupted. This is partly due to the
war in Ukraine but also because Britain has not invested enough in renewables and long-term storage capacity. It is crucial the energy companies be
encouraged rather than deterred in making this
investment. Perhaps these plans would go ahead
even with a windfall tax, as Bernard Looney, the
chief executive of BP, has said his company will do.
But it would be unwise to rely on energy companies undertaking to pay for both when the most
vital task is to ease the cost of living for households. Ultimately taxes on companies are always
paid by individuals. That is why it is generally wise
to keep corporate taxes low and predictable.
Conservative chancellors should strive to do
exactly that.

Home Economics
Lee Anderson is right to say that cooking and budgeting classes can help the poor
They are society’s response to hard times and
rising prices. Food banks are growing in use across
Britain’s towns and city centres to help the homeless, the jobless and, increasingly, low-income or
single-parent families who cannot make ends
meet. Run by volunteers from churches, councils
and charities, they rely on food donated by supermarkets, farms and the general public and offered
as emergency parcels to those who apply for food
bank vouchers.
The emotive associations of food banks are
politically divisive. Should society be proud of the
voluntarism that encourages donations and hon-

our those dedicated to helping others in difficulty?
Or are food banks a stigma, evidence of a growing
wealth gap or of falling living standards and government indifference to the poor? Is there a
danger that food banks will be exploited by the unscrupulous looking for a free meal?
Lee Anderson, a Conservative MP, provoked
uproar when he told parliament that the use of
food banks was exaggerated and if people were
taught how to cook and budget they could make
meals for 30p a day. He was swiftly denounced by
anti-poverty campaigners and the left as being
heartless, out of touch and unrealistic in arguing

that meals could be made by those without much
money for food.
But Mr Anderson is right, as he told Times Radio,
that cooking fresh food is cheaper and healthier.
He is also right to praise the food bank where he
works in his Nottinghamshire constituency for
offering cooking and budgeting courses. Soaring
inflation and rising prices have squeezed poorer
households, with some having to choose between
eating and heating. A compassionate response
requires not only the provision of food but the
skills to prepare nutritious meals cheaply. It
should not be politically contentious to say so.
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Biden’s lament for
one million US
lives lost to Covid
United States
David Charter Washington

President Biden ordered flags across
the US to be flown at half-mast yesterday to mark the nation’s millionth
death from Covid-19 as world leaders
met by video to revive the fight against
the coronavirus.
Biden said America was making
some vaccine, treatment and diagnostic
technologies available to manufacturers around the world but was not able to
promise extra funding, which is
blocked in Congress.
The grim seven-figure milestone of
pandemic-related deaths was passed
amid political gridlock over the president’s call for a $22.5 billion package to
fund Covid-19 relief, including
$5 billion in international aid.
The White House is forecasting a US
wave of up to 100 million infections in
the autumn which, it fears, will lead to
unnecessary deaths without agreement on the cash to buy more vaccine
doses and treatments. Republicans who
object to the latest bill want to add an
amendment to continue strict pandemic restrictions on entry for
migrants at the US border, which Biden
plans to lift on May 23.
“Today we mark a tragic milestone:
one million American lives lost to
Covid-19,” Biden, 79, said in a White
House statement. “One million empty
chairs around the dinner table. Each an
irreplaceable loss. Each leaving behind
a family, a community and a nation for
ever changed because of this pandemic.
Jill and I pray for each of them.”
The US recorded its first Covid-19
death in early February 2020. At the
time the Trump administration predicted a death toll of up to 240,000
nationwide. It would go on to represent

Coronavirus deaths
Excess deaths per 100,000 people
437
1 Peru
415
2 Bulgaria
375
3 Bolivia
369
4 N Macedonia
367
5 Russia
332
6 Armenia
319
7 Lithuania
8 Serbia
319
37 US
140
43 Italy
133
47 Germany
116
52 UK
109
73 France
63
Source: World Health Organisation report. Up to Dec 2021

more than the entire population of San
Francisco. The Trump team fasttracked vaccine development in record
time with Operation Warpspeed but
President Trump was ambivalent about
protective measures and sceptical of
mainstream scientific advice, musing in
public about alternative potential treatments.
The wearing of masks became deeply
politicised in the US and conspiracy
theories circulated that depressed the
uptake of vaccines compared with
other advanced countries. Two thirds
of Americans have had the basic immunisation, fewer than in Britain, France,
Germany, Italy, Japan and Canada,
despite their head start with the authorisation of vaccines for public use.
Biden urged Americans to “remain
vigilant against this pandemic and do
everything we can to save as many lives
as possible”. He added that it was critical that Congress sustained resources
for testing, vaccines and treatments in

the coming months. The US is experiencing a surge in daily cases because of
new Omicron subvariants and the
lifting of mask mandates across the
country.
America has shipped nearly 540 million vaccine doses to more than 110
countries and territories, according to
the State Department, far more than
any other nation. However, a lack of
logistical support has meant that more
than 680 million vaccine doses donated
by more prosperous countries have not
been used in the developing world
because they expired soon after delivery and could not be administered fast
enough, according to US government
data.
As of March, 32 poorer countries had
used fewer than half the coronavirus
vaccines provided. Jen Psaki, the White
House press secretary, said this week:
“We have tens of millions of unclaimed
doses because countries lack the
resources to build out their cold chains,
which basically is the refrigeration
systems; to fight disinformation; and to
hire vaccinators.”
Eight months after the first global
Covid-19 summit hosted via video by
Biden, only about 16 per cent of people
in low-income countries have received
at least one dose. “We are making available health technologies that are
owned by the United States government, including stabilised spike protein
that is used in many Covid-19 vaccines,”
Biden said in his opening speech for the
second summit yesterday.
It raised more than $3 billion in new
funding to fight the pandemic, the
White House said, including more than
$2 billion for immediate response and
$962 million in commitments to the
World Bank pandemic preparedness
fund.

Trump pockets $100m after hotel is sold
David Charter Washington

Donald Trump appears to have profited handsomely from the sale of his
263-room hotel in Washington, which
became a focus for supporters and
those trying to curry favour with him.
The lease on Trump International
Hotel was sold for $375 million, a record
for the capital. The former president’s
company made a profit of about
$100 million, even after pandemic
losses. The buyer, CGI Merchant
Group, a Miami-based investor, plans
to turn it into a Waldorf Astoria in partnership with Hilton. The new owners
must pay the government an annual
rent of more than $3 million.
Trump, 75, acquired the lease for the
Old Post Office building in 2012 with a
pledge to invest $200 million to convert
it into a luxury hotel. Bookings dwin-

The Trump International Hotel on
Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington

dled during the pandemic, leading to a
reported loss of $70 million.
The sale means Trump can pay off a
$170 million loan to Deutsche Bank
that was used to fund the project. The
renovation was completed in 2016 and
the opening coincided with Trump’s
election win that November.
In the week he was installed in the

White House, Trump’s presidential inaugural committee spent about $1 million on balls and meetings at the hotel,
triggering a conflict-of-interest lawsuit.
The case was settled this month.
Lobbyists and foreign delegations
also booked into the hotel, bringing further complaints from ethics groups.
Carolyn Maloney, a New York Democrat, said the sale was “the latest in a
long line of questionable deals, conflicts of interest and constitutional violations involving . . . Trump and his
Washington DC hotel”.
6 The leading Republican in the
House, Kevin McCarthy, was subpoenaed to testify to the congressional
panel investigating last year’s attack on
the Capitol by Trump supporters.
McCarthy and the four other Republicans summoned had previously refused to appear before the panel.

Reflected glory Native horses galloping through a tributary of the Luan RIver as

Mansions burnt down as
Keiran Southern Laguna Niguel
Joshua Thurston

A fast-moving wildfire swept through
large swathes of southern California
and destroyed at least 20 multimillion
dollar mansions yesterday, leaving
experts stunned at the speed of its
advance.
The blaze was fuelled by powerful
winds blowing through Laguna Niguel
from the Pacific Ocean on Wednesday.
Hundreds of residents of the city,
which is about 50 miles south of Los
Angeles, were forced to flee. Firefighters battled through the night to
beat back the flames, which tore
through an area of 200 acres that
included a wealthy area in Orange
County.
Yesterday pictures revealed the
extent of the damage following a night

of destruction. Estates worth millions
of dollars were reduced to smoldering
piles of ash and mansions that had
stood looking out over the Pacific
Ocean were left charred skeletons.
Officials said the size of the homes
made it easier for the fire to spread as
there was more material to burn.
The surrounding area was filled with
acrid fumes while a blanket of smoke
hung over a nearby valley.
Jennifer McCoy, who lives in Laguna
Beach, told CNN she first noticed
smoke billowing from the neighbouring Laguna Niguel at around 4.15pm.
“I walked down to the shopping
centre below and the smoke grew maybe two to three times what it was
before,” she said while explaining how
quickly the fire spread over two hours.
The blaze was first reported near a
water treatment plant. Crews immedi-
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Israel admits that
soldier may have
shot TV journalist
Israel
Anchal Vohra

they are driven over the Inner Mongolia grasslands. The tradition lets the nomadic herdsmen show off their riding skills

Israel admitted yesterday that one of its
soldiers may have fired the shot that
killed a veteran TV journalist on the
West Bank.
Shireen Abu Akleh, 51, a PalestinianAmerican who worked for Al Jazeera,
was shot dead on Wednesday while
covering an Israeli military raid on a
refugee camp in the West Bank town of
Jenin.
Journalists who were with her,
including one who was shot and
wounded, said Israeli forces fired on
them even though they were clearly
identifiable as reporters. Abu Akleh
was a wearing a blue flak jacket marked
“Press”.
The acknowledgment by the Israel
Defence Force (IDF) that one of its
soldiers may have been responsible for
Abu Akleh’s death marks an abrupt
change in direction from Wednesday,
when officials including Naftali Bennett, the prime minister, the Foreign
Ministry and the Israeli embassy in
Washington published a video on social
media showing a masked Palestinian
firing shots in an alley and claiming that
he had hit a soldier. The caption said it
was “likely” that the Palestinians had
killed Abu Akleh by mistake by firing
indiscriminately.
That video was swiftly debunked by
the Israeli human rights organisation
B’Tselem, which found that the gunman had been firing down an alley in
the densely populated refugee camp,
nowhere near where the journalists
had been pinned down by gunfire.
The IDF statement comes after
Benny Gantz, the defence minister,
conceded it could have been “the Palestinians who shot her” or fire from “our
side”.
Speaking on condition of anonymity,
an IDF official said it was investigating
a firefight between Israeli soldiers in a
vehicle and one or more Palestinian
gunmen shooting at them about 150
metres from where Abu Akleh died. “A

Palestinian honour
guards carry the
coffin of Shireen
Abu Akleh, left,
after a state
service yesterday

soldier with a rifle and a very good aiming system was shooting toward a
terrorist with an M16, in very good condition, very clear picture, that was
shooting on our troops. What we are
checking now is the location of
Shireen,” he told The Washington Post,
adding that investigators had taken
rifles from Israeli service members for
possible ballistic testing.
Thousands of Palestinians gathered
to mourn Abu Akleh in the occupied
West Bank city of Ramallah yesterday
as the head of the Palestinian Authority
blamed Israel for her death and
rejected calls for a joint investigation.
Mahmoud Abbas, the Palestinian
president, said the Israeli occupation
authorities “are the ones who committed the crime, and because we do not
trust them, we will immediately go to
the International Criminal Court”. The
ICC has been investigating possible
Israeli war crimes for more than a year.
Hussein al-Sheikh, a senior aide to
Abbas, rejected an Israeli request to
conduct its own ballistic analysis on the
bullet.
The emir of Qatar, which runs Al
Jazeera, blamed Israel for the death and
added: “We must hold the perpetrators
of this heinous crime accountable.”

first fires strike California Loyal lab saves lost woman with dementia

A firefighter battles the blaze which
has destroyed at least 20 homes so far

ately tackled the fire but the flames
made quick progress up the slopes of a
canyon, fuelled by thick vegetation.
It was soon posing an extreme
danger to life, according to Brian
Fennessy, Orange County Fire Authority chief. The Orange County sheriff’s
department said evacuations were
ordered for about 100 homes.

The fire was notable for breaking out
during a period of relatively mild weather early in the year. Experts said it
stressed the dire impact posed to the
region by the historic drought currently
under way, with a lack of rainfall leaving
the land drier than usual.
“It’s sad to say that we’re getting kind
of used to this,” Fennessy said. “The
winds we experienced today are normal winds … We’re seeing spread in
ways we haven’t before. Fire is spreading very quickly into this very dry vegetation and taking off.”
Bill South, a meteorologist at the
National Weather Service, told CNN
that “it’s way too early” for such a devastating fire to break out. “This has the
potential to be a very bad fire season,”
he said. “And as everyone knows, we’re
in a drought here throughout the entire
state of California.”

Will Pavia New York

Three nights had passed, it had rained
hard and Sherry Noppe lay on the
ground in a dense, marshyy thicket,
hopelessly lost only a few miles
from her home in Texas.
h
Recently diagnosed with
dementia, she had gone for
a walk without her phone,
leaving her with no way
to call for help.
But she did have her
dog, a black labrador
named Max. In the early
hours of the morning, it
was Max who alerted thee
unpolice and a party of volunMax, a black labrador, remained with
Sherry Noppes for three nights as
she lay helplessly in a marshy thicket

teers searching for Noppe in the woods
with his bark.
Constable Ted Heap, of the Harris
County sheriff’s office, said: “It is a small
tha she’s alive
miracle that
bei missing for
after being
lon
so long.”
O May 3, NopOn
pe, 63, and Max
we for an aftwent
er
ernoon
walk in
a large wooded
p
park
at the
ed
edge
of Katy,
ne Houston.
near
S
She
strayed
from a path and
from
fell into
in the thicket.
fell
The search
sea
The
began the
next day and security
sh
camera video showed
Noppe
and her dog on a road on the edge of the

woods. The following afternoon the
search was suspended because of a
storm, though volunteers kept looking
for her in the rain.
Noppe’s daughter Courtney said a
team of tracking dogs had picked up a
scent and a helicopter had been sent to
try to spot her. At about 3am on May 6,
the party turned off their all-terrain vehicles and heard a fateful bark.
“They just went to him and that’s how
they found her,” she said.
Her family said that she was not seriously injured. “That dog has no leash,
no collar, and stayed by her side for . . .
three days,” her son Justin said. “That
just shows you the loyalty that that dog
has. He was never going to leave her
side.”
Max was taken to the vet for a checkup and given a “good old bath”, Courtney Noppe said.

30

2GM

Friday May 13 2022 | the times

World
@FIGHTFORTOGETHER/INSTAGRAM

Parents defend letting
boy, 6, run a marathon

W

hen the
author and
social media
influencer
Ben
Crawford was thinking
about running a marathon
in Cincinnati with members
of his family, he had an idea
(Will Pavia writes).
He wondered if they could
run it together with all of
their children including
their youngest, Rainier, who
is six. Now Crawford and his
wife, Kami, are facing
allegations of child abuse,
amid claims from fellow
runners that Rainier was
crying during the race and
that he was forced to run for
the sake of his parents’
Instagram following.
Kara Goucher, a 10,000m
silver medallist at the 2007
World Championships, said
that “a six year old cannot
fathom what a marathon
will do to them physically”.
The Crawfords, from

Kentucky, say that they
were visited by social
services who interviewed all
six of their children.
“Our children are having
emotional breakdowns, not
from running but from a
mob,” they said. “They are
stating that children
running is abusive and not
providing any data or facts.
The reports and stance are
false.”
In an open letter, the
couple argue that there is
little evidence that running
marathons can damage the
health of young children
and say similar claims were
made about female athletes
running more than 1,500m
before the 1984 Olympics.

Six killed by
fever as virus
hits N Korea
North Korea
Gavin Blair

Hundreds of thousands of people are
suffering from a “virus of unknown
origin”, North Korea reported yesterday, a day after admitting that Covid19 had reached the country.
State media said six people had
died of the virus, with one of them
confirmed to have contracted Covid.
The Korean Central News Agency
reported that about 187,800 people
were being treated in isolation after a
fever of unidentified origin had
spread since last month.
After the outbreak of the pandemic
two years ago, North Korea closed its
borders to fend off the virus. It refused offers of vaccines from the
World Health Organisation and
Russia, but about 350,000 people
have shown signs of infection, state
media reported.
Kim Jong-un, the country’s leader,
visited the anti-virus command
centre after declaring the “gravest
state emergency” and ordering a
national lockdown.

Ben and Kami Crawford
denied that they had forced
Rainier to run to show off
online and said that it was a
visit from social services, not
the marathon, that had caused
their children distress

Hunt for Rwandan killer
ends in Harare cemetery
Rwanda
Jane Flanagan

A headstone with a false name in a
graveyard in Harare, the capital of
Zimbabwe, has proved to be the conclusion to the hunt for a notorious
figure in the Rwandan genocide.
The name recorded was Sambao
Ndume but DNA tests on the
exhumed remains confirmed that
they were those of Protais Mpiranya,
the former head of the presidential
guard who faced eight charges including genocide and crimes against
humanity.
He is remembered as one of the
most notorious Hutu extremists who
armed the militia known as the Interahamwe and ordered the murder of
leading Tutsis and moderate Hutus.
An estimated 800,000 people were
killed in 100 days of slaughter in the
1994 Rwanda genocide.
The design of the gravestone gave
away his posthumous hiding place
because it matched that found on a
computer by war crimes investigators

who had been searching for Mpiranya for almost 30 years. They had
faced dead ends and false leads. The
investigators had long suspected that
he was given sanctuary in Zimbabwe,
which the government in Harare repeatedly denied.
They had hoped to capture him
alive but learnt instead that he died
from a heart attack brought on by
Protais Mpiranya
fought with
Congolese forces
against President
Kagame

tuberculosis in 2006. Mpiranya fled
Rwanda for the Democratic Republic
of Congo (DRC) at the end of the civil
war in May 1994 when Tutsi forces
led by Paul Kagame took control.
For years Mpiranya lived in eastern
DRC, one of the most lawless and warravaged countries. He fought alongside forces assembled by the Congo-

lese regime to counter the increasingly assertive government of the newly
installed President Kagame.
Zimbabwe was allied with the
Congolese dictatorship. Mpiranya is
believed to have cultivated strong
links with senior officers loyal to
Robert Mugabe, who was prime minister of Zimbabwe. He fled to Harare
when his war crimes indictment was
formalised in 2002.
The headstone in the cemetery
gives the wrong name but it has his
correct date of birth in English. It also
bears a message in French: “Here
rests for ever one who loved his
fatherland, his people and his family,
more than his own life.” Below the inscription is a crude depiction of a
warrior with bow and arrow and the
carved message: “Dad RIP.”
Investigators followed a convoluted trail to track down their quarry. A
big break came when they found a
photograph of a hand-drawn design
for his gravestone on a computer recovered during a raid in Europe. This
led them to the grave in Harare.

Venice lures digital nomads to city of work
Italy
Tom Kington Venice

When he is on a video call with
clients, Rodrigo Pérez González likes
to lift his laptop to show them where
he is working these days.
“I do it when there is a gondola
passing outside the window so they
can see I am in Venice,” said the IT
salesman, who has swapped his
Madrid office for a canal-side workspace in the city for three months.
The 44-year-old Argentinian is in
the vanguard of a scheme to lure pandemic-hardened workers who are
happy away from the office to Venice
in a move that could reverse the city’s
plunging population.

“The aim is to change Venice from
a city of tourism to a city of work,”
said Massimo Warglien, an academic
at Ca’ Foscari University who is heading the scheme known as Venywhere,
which starts in earnest in September
and has registered 2,200 hopefuls.
“Venice has been afraid of the
future, but it could be the future,” said
Warglien, who is being helped by
Italy’s new “digital nomad” law,
which hands year-long visas to
remote workers from outside the EU.
The number of residents in the
historic city centre has fallen to
50,000 from 170,000 in the 1950s. It is
a trend that Warglien believes can be
reversed, and most of the remote
workers arriving this year will be

under 40. “That perfectly fits a frightening hole in the demographics in
this city where there are almost more
over-85s than under-30s,” he said.
Pérez González is one of 16
Spanish, French and Greek employees of the American IT company
Cisco who have moved to Venice in a
pilot project run by it and Ca’ Foscari.
Every day he picks a place to work
from four locations offered by Cisco,
including a 15th-century palazzo.
In his spare time, he checks out the
bars in the Canareggio neighbourhood. In a sign he is turning into a
true Venetian, he said he fled town at
weekends to visit places such as Lake
Garda, because there were “too many
tourists in Venice”.
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KPMG fined
£20m for
misleading
watchdog
Staff faked documents relating to Carillion audit
Tom Howard

KPMG is to be hit with a record
£20 million fine after some of its
employees were found to have misled
the accounting regulator as it carried
out routine checks of the firm’s audits of
Carillion, the collapsed construction
group.
It is the largest fine handed out by the
Financial Reporting Council, surpassing the £15 million penalty given to
Deloitte in 2020 for failings in its audits
of Autonomy, Mike Lynch’s former
FTSE 100 software company.
However, the total fine payable is
expected to be reduced to £14.4 million
to reflect mitigating factors, including
KPMG’s admissions of wrongdoing.
“We are deeply sorry that such
serious misconduct occurred in our
firm,” Jon Holt, chief executive of
KPMG UK, said.
“It was unjustifiable and wrong. It
was a violation of our processes and a
betrayal of our values.”
A five-week tribunal at the beginning
of this year heard how five KPMG
accountants had given “false and
misleading information” to the regulator’s inspectors carrying out quality
reviews into KPMG’s 2016 audit of
Carillion, which failed a year later with
£7 billion of liabilities and the loss of
3,000 jobs.
The case focused on the conduct of
KPMG staff during those routine
inspections. A separate investigation by
the regulator is continuing into possible
failings of the audits.
Overseen by Peter Meehan, lead
partner on the Carillion audit, the
group was alleged to have backdated
documents and created fake spreadsheets and passed them off as
contemporaneous records. They were
also accused of having not tested as
many construction contracts as they
had originally told inspectors.
During the tribunal hearing in January, Meehan sought to pass the blame
on to his junior colleagues, whom he
accused of lying and making fantasy
claims over his involvement.

The tribunal’s findings were revealed
yesterday at a sanctions hearing, which
concludes today. KPMG is covering the
costs of the regulator and the tribunal,
which comes to £4.3 million.
Meehan, 60, along with senior managers Alistair Wright, Richard Kitchen
and Adam Bennett, and Pratik Paw, a
junior auditor, were found guilty of
misconduct. KPMG said that they were
no longer employed by the firm.
The Financial Reporting Council
called for Meehan to be fined £400,000
and banned from the profession for 15
years. The regulator also said that
Wright, Kitchen and Bennett should
each be fined £100,000 and banned for
12 years, with a 10 per cent discount for
Wright, who had admitted some of the
allegations made against him.
Paw, who was not a qualified
accountant during his time working on
the Carillion audits, should be fined
£50,000, the regulator said.
The tribunal will decide on the final
penalties after hearing from lawyers on
both sides. KPMG has confirmed that it
will not pay the fines on behalf of its
former employees.
Shortly before January’s tribunal, a
sixth employee, Stuart Smith, was fined
£150,000 and banned for three years
after he admitted to misleading the
accounting watchdog in its inspection
of the 2014 audit of Regenersis, a
London-listed company that provided
outsourcing services to the IT sector.
The latest fine threatens further
damage to KPMG, which has temporarily stopped bidding for new work from
the government after scandals, including its role in the sale of Silentnight, the
mattress retailer, for which it was fined
£13 million in August.
It is also defending itself against a
£1.3 billion claim from Carillion’s
liquidators.
Despite these issues, KPMG last
week announced that it would immediately increase the salaries of all of its
rank-and-file staff by at least £2,000 as
a reward for their “commitment and
dedication”.
Alistair Osborne, page 33

Brexit critic joins Bank
rate-setting committee

Swati Dhingra was named by the Treasury as the newest member
of the Bank of England’s rate-setting monetary policy committee.
Dhingra, 41, an associate professor of economics at the London
School of Economics, has been a strong critic of Brexit. Page 33

Shares fall as shrinking economy spooks City
Arthi Nachiappan

The FTSE 100 fell yesterday after new
figures showed that the UK economy
shrank in March as households cut
spending in the face of rising prices.
London’s leading index of shares fell
by 1.5 per cent, or 114.32 points, to close
at 7,233.34 after the Office for National
Statistics said that gross domestic
product fell by 0.1 per cent between
February and March.
The dip in output came after Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine in late February
caused a spike in the price of oil and gas
and pushed consumer prices up even
further. Economists had predicted that
output would remain flat.
Sterling fell 0.3 per cent against the
strengthening dollar on the news.
The UK’s economic contraction in
March was driven by a 2.8 per cent drop
in retail and car sales, which dragged
down output in the services sector.
There was a 15 per cent fall in the sales
of motor vehicles as low consumer confidence put buyers off big ticket items.

Respite for struggling crypto
Panic selling in the battered
cryptocurrency market eased
slightly last night, with Bitcoin
trading off its lows. The digtial
currency had fallen below $26,000
but revived slightly to just above
$28,000, according to Coindesk. Its
peak was $69,991. Ethereum, the
next biggest player, edged up but
experts said the revival may not last.
Prices have plunged, with TerraUSD
dropping by almost 99 per cent.

Activity at restaurants and hotels
rose by just 0.3 per cent in March,
compared with a rise of 8.6 per cent in
February. Growth in the arts and
entertainment sector also slowed, with
output up by 1 per cent compared with
a rise of 8.4 per cent in February.
The dip contrasts with overall
growth in the first three months of the
year when output reached 0.8 per cent

due to a strong rebound in activity in
January after the lifting of Omicron
restrictions.
Yael Selfin, chief economist at
KPMG, said she did not yet see a recession coming this year but added: “Weak
growth means that additional shocks or
spillovers from other economies make
this scenario increasingly likely.”
The squeeze on consumers became
even tighter in April with the rise in
energy bills and the higher cost of food
and other commodities because of the
war in Ukraine.
“The squeeze could lead to a modest
fall in GDP as early as the second
quarter of this year,” Selfin said.
“Annual growth in 2022 is expected to
reach 3.7 per cent, however this figure is
flattered by weak economic performance during 2021.”
Output in the first quarter exceeded
pre-pandemic levels by 0.7 per cent and
was higher than growth recorded in the
US, France, Germany and Italy over
the same period. This partly reflects
Continued on page 32, col 5
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Need to know

1

Utility companies accused of
creating a “plague of potholes”
will be hit with fines under new
measures to improve the quality of
the country’s crumbling road
network. Ministers will change the
law in a move that is designed to
prevent thousands of potholes
being left behind after utility
companies dig up roads. Page 2

2

The EU accused Liz Truss of
failing to engage in
negotiations over the future of
the Northern Ireland Brexit deal
as the sides clashed after talks.
The foreign secretary told Maros
Sefcovic, the EU negotiator, that
Britain had no choice but to
unilaterally revoke parts of the
protocol which covers trade after
Brussels effectively ruled out
further concessions. Page 8

3

KPMG is to be hit with a
record £20 million fine after
some of its employees were
found to have misled the Financial
Reporting Council as it carried out
routine checks of the firm’s audits
of Carillion, the collapsed
construction group. Page 31

4

The FTSE 100 fell yesterday
after new figures showed that
the UK economy shrank in
March as households cut spending
in the face of rising prices.
London’s leading index of shares
fell by 1.56 per cent, or 114.32
points, to close 7,233.34 after the
Office for National Statistics said
that gross domestic product fell by
0.1 per cent between February and
March. Page 31

5

BT has reached an agreement
to create a joint venture with
Warner Bros Discovery to
bring together BT Sport with
Eurosport UK, in a deal worth up
to £633 million to the telecoms
group. A combination has been
finalised to create the 50-50
partnership, after exclusive talks in
February, and provides a route to a
potential full exit for BT.

6

Gas prices soared after
Gazprom, the Russian stateowned supplier, fuelled fears
that Moscow was ramping up
plans to use energy as a weapon
against the EU. Page 34

7

The Bank of England will have
to keep raising interest rates to
control inflation despite
sluggish growth, Sir Dave
Ramsden, a deputy governor at
the central bank said. Page 35

8

In a year in which all its rivals
have reported record profits,
Jaguar Land Rover has
slumped to losses of £455 million
largely due to a shortage of
semiconductors. The loss includes
a £43 million write-off after the
carmaker closed its operations in
Russia because of sanctions over
the Ukraine crisis. Pages 36-37

9

Warren East, the departing
chief executive of Rolls-Royce,
signed off with an upbeat
assessment of the UK engineering
champion’s prospects after years of
firefighting at the engine maker.

Page 37

10

SoftBank, the giant tech
fund, has suffered record
annual losses of about
$27 billion in its Vision Fund after
the sprawling Japanese group was
hit by the rout in technology
shares. Page 38

New team-mates aim to win
Alex Ralph

BT has reached an agreement to create
a joint venture with Warner Bros Discovery to bring together BT Sport with
Eurosport UK, in a deal worth up to
£633 million to the telecoms group.
A combination has been finalised to
create the 50-50 partnership, after
exclusive discussions in February, and
provides a route to a potential full exit
for BT.
The partnership will bring together
sports rights including the Uefa
Champions League and Premier
League football, Premiership Rugby,
the Olympic Games, tennis Grand
Slams and the Tour de France. BT customers will also have access to the
entertainment discovery+ service.
Philip Jansen, BT’s chief executive,
said that it create “a new global content
powerhouse”.
BT, which was advised by Lazard, will
transfer the operating businesses of BT
Sport to Warner Bros Discovery, combining about 300 employees, and will
retain a 50 per cent interest.
The US media group, which is now
the second-largest content provider
after Disney, has an option to buy BT’s
interest, which can be exercised at
specified points in the first four years.
Jansen, 55, said yesterday that the option did “not necessarily” mean BT
would ultimately exit its sports business, which generates revenues of
almost £800 million.
He announced a review of the future
of BT Sport last year, with options including an outright sale, partial sale or
retention of the business.
BT has spent billions of pounds on
sports rights since it was launched in
2013 as a free service to retain broadband customers under Gavin Patterson, Jansen’s predecessor, to stem customer losses to Sky, which had dominated pay-TV sport for two decades.
Jansen, BT’s chief executive since
2019, has prioritised upgrading BT
Openreach’s broadband network from
slower copper wires to faster and more
reliable full-fibre connections.
The venture with Warner Bros Discovery derailed a deal with DAZN,
which became uneconomical for the
streaming company backed by Sir
Leonard Blavatnik.
BT will receive £93 million from
Warner Bros Discovery and up to about
£540 million through future “earnouts” from the venture.

Premier
League

BT’s deal with Warner Bros Discovery will bring together BT Sport and Eurosport UK to create a “powerhouse” of sporting

The first chairman of the venture will
be Marc Allera, BT’s consumer boss,
who will lead a board where each side
will provide four directors.
Allera, 50, said yesterday that both
the BT Sport and Eurosport UK brands
would initially be retained in the
market, before being brought together
under a new name.
Asked whether prices could rise, he

said that existing customers would “get
more than you get today for the same
price, but prices change over time in
any market”.
JB Perrette, chief executive of global
streaming and interactive entertainment at Warner Bros Discovery, said
the venture was not “an attack” on Sky,
owned by Comcast, a rival US group.
“The reality is we have a longstand-

Vodafone and Three in merger talks
Alex Ralph

Merger talks between Vodafone and
Three in the UK have been revived as
consolidation in the European telecoms market gathers pace.
A tie-up between Britain’s third and
fourth largest mobile network operators has been a prospect for some time,
although discussions last year failed to
lead to a deal.
Competition regulation has long
been a hurdle to a deal in the UK
market but in February Ofcom eased
its concerns, saying that it would assess
any consolidation by the “specific circumstances of that particular merger”
rather than on the number of networks.
Nick Read, Vodafone’s chief executive, has previously said that his company was in talks with “multiple parties
on multiple markets” over potential
deals. Read, 57, saw “a very strong case
for consolidation without the need for
punitive remedies” in the UK, Spain,
Italy and Portugal.
In February, Vodafone rejected a

takeover approach for its Italian business from Iliad, a French competitor,
and Apax Partners, a British private equity firm. In Spain, Orange and MasMovil entered into exclusive talks to
combine their Spanish businesses
through a €19.6 billion joint venture in
March. Vodafone had also been talking

18m

Vodafone UK mobile and fixed-line
customers
Source: Vodafone

to parties in the country about possible
deals for its Spanish business.
Vodafone, whose management is
likely to be questioned on its consolidation progress at its full-year results on
Tuesday, and Three UK declined to
comment on the talks, which were reported by the Financial Times.
Vodafone has also announced the appointment of Lord Carter of Barnes, a

former chief executive of Ofcom and
Labour minister and present chief executive of Informa, as a non-executive
director.
Vodafone has come under pressure
as shares in the FTSE 100 company are
down by a quarter since Read took
charge in October 2018. Yesterday the
shares were unchanged at 119p.
Vodafone, whose British business is
based in Newbury, Berkshire, operates
fixed networks in 21 countries and
works with mobile networks in 48
more. It is valued at about £34 billion.
Three UK, part of Hong Kong’s CK
Hutchison group, which has mobile operations in 11 countries, has called the
British mobile market dysfunctional
and said that it should consolidate from
four to three operators.
Darren Purkis, chief financial officer
of Three UK, said in March the market
structure was limiting returns and
stifling network investment. That
month he also said that reports of talks
with Vodafone were “just that at this
stage: rumours”.

ing and great relationship with Sky. The
market stands very well in having two
great sports services. We like that
dynamic,” he said.
The joint venture has agreed a new
longer-term reciprocal channel supply
deal with Sky beyond 2030.
The deal is subject to regulatory approval but the companies are looking
for it to complete by the end of the year.

continued from page 31
Shrinking economy
high levels of government spending
due to test and trace and vaccinations.
Samuel Tombs of Pantheon Macroeconomics said: “GDP growth in [the
first quarter] was stronger than in other
advanced economies primarily because
UK households were temporarily
shielded from the surge in energy prices
in [the first quarter] by Ofgem’s default
tariff cap.
“We continue to expect households’
real expenditure to buckle in Q2 under
the weight of the huge jump in energy
prices and the increase in employees’
National Insurance contributions.”
He expects output to contract in the
second quarter and then to rise slightly
in the second half of the year.
6 The US Senate has confirmed the
appointment of Jerome Powell for a
second term as chairman of the Federal
Reserve. Powell, 69, was approved by
an 80-19 vote, and will serve a four-year
term. Opponents came from both the
Republican and Democrat sides,
with one Republican member, Richard
Shelby, saying on Twitter that “we
should not reward failure”.
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BT boss sets
£2.5bn target
for savings
Alex Ralph

Tour de
France

Olympic
Games

content. Warner has the option to buy out BT’s 50 per cent stake in four years

Allera talked down the prospect of
competition issues, saying “we’re not
the largest player in the market” and
“generally regulators look very positive
on businesses that are offering customers more and create more innovation,
service and value for money”.
Analysts at Berenberg said BT had
committed for the first four years to a
minimum payment of £500 million per

year to the venture. The broker calculated that BT’s loss from BT Sport will
be about £50 million per year worse
than it is today, making its £7.9 billion
earnings guidance for 2022-23 more
challenging. However, Berenberg said
that the venture “creates a better
market structure and improves its
scale” and BT would receive payments
from the deal.

A cost-cutting drive at BT is being
stepped up amid industrial unrest at
Britain’s largest telecoms group as it
undergoes a “mini revolution”.
BT said yesterday that it had extended its savings target of £2 billion by the
end of its 2024 financial year to £2.5 billon by 2025. It is the latest target in the
overhaul of BT under Philip Jansen, its
chief executive since 2019.
Following the investment by Patrick
Drahi, its largest shareholder, who is renowned for driving efficiencies, BT said
late last year that it had achieved a
£1 billion cost savings target 18 months
early and brought forward its £2 billion
savings target from 2025 to 2024.
Jansen, 55, has led a modernisation
of BT, including slimming its estate,
cutting its workforce and updating its
IT systems.
Cost savings helped BT post a 2 per
cent rise in adjusted underlying earnings to £7.6 billion in the year to the end
of March despite a 2 per cent fall in revenue to £20.9 billion. The drop was partly
due to a slower-than-expected recovery from the pandemic in its enterprise
division servicing businesses.
The results were in line with expectations in the City and BT reiterated its
annual forecasts, sending the shares up
2p, or 1.1 per cent, to 178p. On a statutory
basis, pre-tax profits rose 9 per cent
£2 billion and BT declared a full-year
dividend of 7.70p per share.
The Communication Workers Union
(CWU) rejected BT’s biggest pay rise in
more than 20 years last month, calling
an average 5 per cent pay increase from
the telecoms group for 58,000 employees a “bruising real-terms pay cut” and
“nothing short of an insult”.
BT was “going through a sort of mini
revolution”, Jansen said, adding: “Generally speaking in terms of the direction
of the company both Prospect and
CWU really support us.”
Jansen said the pay offer was “compelling, affordable and well-balanced”
and BT “simply” could not offer more.

Brexit critic named as Bank rate-setter
Patrick Hosking Financial Editor

Swati Dhingra, a strong critic of Brexit,
was named by the Treasury yesterday as
the newest member of the Bank of
England’s rate-setting monetary policy
committee.
Dhingra, 41, an associate professor of
economics at the London School of
Economics, will join the nine-person
committee in August, succeeding
Michael Saunders, who is stepping down
after six years. She will receive a salary of
£156,500 for a three-day week.
Her appointment comes at a critical
time for the committee, which critics
argue has lost control of inflation and
may come under pressure to raise
borrowing costs further even as the cost
of living squeeze intensifies. Dhingra
also arrives as the Bank may have to
start reversing its gigantic moneycreating stimulus programme.
The Bank last week raised that base
rate for the fourth time in six months
to 1 per cent, but warned that it expected inflation to rise to above 10 per cent

6 Liam Fox MP has urged the
Treasury select committee to
investigate “why the Bank of
England so comprehensively
underestimated the inflationary
threat”. Amid criticism that the
Bank had not acted quick enough to
tame rising prices, the former
Conservative cabinet minister said:
“I believe that it is the duty of
central banks to safeguard the value
of our money and our savings.”
this year, five times its target of 2 per
cent.
Dhingra studied economics at the
University of Delhi and gained a fellowship at Princeton and is seen as an
authority on international economics
and trade as well as the economics of
the subcontinent.
In a Financial Times poll of economists in January, she expressed doubts
about the Bank’s ability to get inflation
under control by the end of the year,
and the government’s ability to achieve

a high-wage, high-productivity economy in the short term. She has been a
fierce critic of the economic consequences of Brexit, arguing that it has
led to slower economic growth and
made the average person in Britain
£650-£1,000 a year poorer.
Her CV runs to eight and a half pages
of tightly packed journal contributions,
lectures, books and other academic
achievements.
Dhingra, who is an Indian national,
said in a statement: “It will be an honour
to learn from the Bank’s vast expertise
and regional visits, to listen and to
explain, and to bring evidence to bear
on the crucial policy decisions of the
committee.”
Her appointment will lift the number
of women on the commitee to three, the
highest number since 2005.
Simon French, chief economist at
Panmure Gordon, said: “She has excellent and relevant academic credentials.
But do we think the MPC is short on
intellectual expertise . . . or on practical
experience of the UK economy?”

Jansen’s big gamble
may well pay off
business commentary Alistair Osborne

C

ompany revamps come in
myriad guises. So it was
brave of Philip Jansen to
choose the call centre
model for his BT
turnaround: investors left hanging
on for years, with nothing to show
for their patience. Those who
backed the telecom group’s boss
when he took charge in February
2019 are still counting their losses: a
215p share price down to 178¼p, with
a dividend cut and payout holiday
thrown in.
So, has it all been a bit of a
disaster? Short answer: no. It’s
merely proved how hard it is to dial
up rapid change at BT — because
Jansen’s strategy is bang on. He
inherited a group scrapping with
both the regulator Ofcom and the
government over whether BT
should even own its broadband wing
Openreach: an operation that had
been underinvested for years.
Jansen quickly spotted that it was, in
fact, the heart of BT — not least
when twinned with the 5G network
of the group’s EE mobile unit.
The upshot? A long and pricey
infrastructure rollout to wire up
Jansen’s BT vision: to become “the
world’s most trusted connector of
people, devices and machines”. Yes,
he’s still a fair way from delivering on
that lofty goal. But there was a
reason the shares rose 1 per cent in a
down market: the full-year figures
show plenty of progress.
A £15 billion spend to bring fullfibre broadband to 25 million homes
by December 2026 always had its
risks. But investors are starting to see
some bang for their bucks: 7.2 million
premises passed so far, with 1.8
million connections. Or a decent
25 per cent take-up rate. As for 5G,
the network covers more than half
the UK population, with 7.2 million
customers so far hooked up.
In short, the platform business
that Jansen wants to create at BT is
starting to shape up: a point driven
home by BT Sport’s 50-50 joint
venture with Warner Bros
Discovery. The deal, which brings
BT an upfront £93 million and up to
£540 million of potential earnouts,
will combine its Premier League and
Champions League rights with
Eurosport’s big tennis and cycling
jamborees: more content for the
viewers, while splitting the costs of
acquiring the rights. But it’s also at
one with Jansen’s plans to turn BT
into “the next super-aggregator —
the place where people go to get
services and content”.
Once the telecoms infrastructure
is in place, BT can partner with
service and content providers
spanning everything from cyber and
home security to films and football.
Customers will simply connect via a
portal and access the services they
want. It’s a prime reason for Patrick
Drahi, the billionaire behind private
telecoms outfit Altice, building an
18 per cent stake in the group.
First, though, BT has to build the
platform. And, as Jansen admits,
investors still have a key concern:
“how good will the returns be?”
Virgin Media O2 has similar
ambitions, while smaller players are
also rolling out fibre. In the
meantime, too, despite a 9 per cent
rise in pre-tax profits to £1.96 billion,
BT still has problem divisions: in

particular its global wing serving
companies in 180 countries, where
legacy voice systems are dragging
back earnings. As Jansen admits,
right now “we are just not making
enough money”.
Still, at least he’s reinstated the
7.7p dividend. And bit by bit,
investors are getting a handle on
Jansen’s BT. They’d be daft to hang
up on it now.

Auditor’s fine work

I

f only KPMG was at good at
auditing as it is at getting fined.
The accountancy outfit has just
racked up another £14.4 million for
its efforts with Carillion: all the
more ingeniously, too, because
they’re just the appetiser for the
main event.
KPMG is already embroiled in a
Financial Reporting Council inquiry
into its five-timer for the bust
contracting group: audits for 2013,
2014, 2015, 2016 and what was left of
the 2017 financial year before the
company keeled over with £7 billion
of liabilities and only £29 million
cash. But even before the audit
watchdog rules on that farrago, five
KPMG staffers found themselves up
in front of a tribunal for deliberately
misleading regulators during routine
inspections of their work. The audits
in question? Carillion’s 2016
accounts and the 2014 ones of the
smaller outsourcer Regenersis.
The upshot? The quintet,
including the lead Carillion auditor
Peter Meehan, have been found
guilty of misconduct — not least for
their skills at creating and updating
documents, including meeting
minutes and spreadsheets, and then
pretending they’d been produced
before the accounts were signed off.
It’s left KPMG’s newish boss Jon
Holt once again saying how “deeply
sorry” he is that “such serious
misconduct occurred in our firm”.
Similar stuff, in fact, to his apology
after the £13 million fine for the
Silentnight scandal: the one where
former partner David Costley-Wood
was found to have provided “untrue
and misleading statements” to the
company, the Pension Protection
Fund and the pension trustees.
Yes, these are historic cases. But it
was only in February that KPMG
handed its 571 partners average pay
for last year of £688,000, up a fifth
on 2020. On past form, Holt should
be saving the loot for fresh fines.

Windfall wind-up

P

roof that government dithering
can work. BP’s boss Bernard
Looney is now pledging to
“reinvest every pound” that the oil
group makes from the North Sea
“and hopefully more” back into the
UK — his latest attempt to head off
a windfall tax. Looney is right, too,
that: “By definition, windfall taxes
are unpredictable and could
challenge investment in home
grown energy”. But there’s no harm
keeping the threat there and forcing
energy groups to harden up their
UK investment plans. It makes
sense to keep them over a barrel.
alistair.osborne@thetimes.co.uk
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Gas prices soar as Gazprom turns off taps
Russell Hotten

Gas prices soared yesterday after
Gazprom, the Russian state-owned
supplier, fuelled fears that Moscow is
ramping up plans to use energy as a
weapon against the EU.
Shipments through the key stretch of
the Yamal pipeline running to Germany
have been halted and Gazprom has imposed sanctions on some European
firms, including its own subsidiaries.
The moves, coming a day after
Ukraine stopped a gas transit route, will
add pressure on Europe to secure alternative supplies.

Germany, Russia’s biggest European
importer, said some subsidiaries of
Gazprom Germania were receiving no
gas. “The situation is escalating. The
use of energy as a weapon is being
realised,” said Robert Habeck, the economy minister. He said other sources of
gas were being found, but urged consumers to “save, save, save”.
Natural gas prices at the TTF hub, the
European wholesale benchmark,
jumped by about 14 per cent yesterday.
Dutch gas prices rose as much as 20 per
cent.
The rises came after Dmitry Peskov,
the Kremlin spokesman, said that there

could be no relations between Moscow
and the companies affected, nor could
they take part in supplying Russian gas.
The companies affected, which have
been listed on a Russian government
website, are mostly in countries that
have imposed sanctions on Russia in
response to its invasion of Ukraine. The
list includes Germany’s biggest gas
storage facility, in Lower Saxony, and
Wingas, a trader that supplies industry
and utilities.
Gazprom said that it would stop the
export of gas through Poland via the
Yamal-Europe pipeline after sanctions
against EuRoPol Gaz, which owns the

Polish section. The pipeline connects
Russian gasfields in the Yamal peninsula and western Siberia with Poland
and Germany, through Belarus, and
has a 33 billion cubic metre capacity,
about a sixth of Russian gas exports to
Europe. Flows through the pipeline
have been sharply reduced in recent
weeks.
The sanctions came a day after
Ukraine halted a gas transit route to
Europe, blaming interference by occupying Russian forces, the first time
exports via Ukraine have been disrupted since the invasion.
Brussels officials said the Ukrainian

suspension did not present an immediate supply issue, but there are concerns
in the market about winter.
“Storage levels are sufficient to last
through most of 2022, even if Russian
flows were to stop instantly, barring any
unexpected weather events — but the
outlook for winter 2022 supply is a
lot more pessimistic,” said Kaushal
Ramesh, senior analyst at the consultancy Rystad Energy.
Separately, reports in the Finnish
media claimed Russia could halt gas
supplies to its neighbour today.
Russia supplied the EU with about 40
per cent of its gas needs last year.
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Coca-Cola HBC said it was
working closely with The
Coca-Cola Company to
call a halt to making and
selling Coke in Russia

Coke bottler
putting a lid
on Russian
operations

T

he FTSE-100
soft drinks
group that
bottles CocaCola in Russia
said it was evaluating all
options for the business
after the US owner of
the brand suspended
operations (Dominic
Walsh writes).
Coca-Cola HBC said it
was “working in close
alignment” with The
Coca-Cola Company to
implement the decision
taken in March to call a
halt to making and
selling Coke in the
country and the
company’s other brands
which include Fanta,
Coke Zero and
Schweppes.
It said: “We can
confirm that as of
March 8 we stopped
placing orders for
concentrate in Russia
and ceased investments
in the market.”
A spokesman added:
“Following the decision
to stop producing and
selling the brands of The
Coca-Cola Company in

Russia, we will have a
much smaller presence,
focused on local brands.
We are evaluating all
options for this.”
At its full-year results
in February, Coca-Cola
HBC reported a strong

performance from its
emerging markets
business, led by Russia,
Ukraine and Nigeria.
Volumes in Russia grew
by 18.3 per cent, or
25 per cent on a like-forlike basis.

Coca-Cola Hellenic
Bottling Company, to
give it its full name,
traces its origins to the
founding of the Nigerian
Bottling Company in
1951. The Hellenic
Bottling Company was

incorporated in Greece
in 1969. Today’s
company, formed in
2000, sells brands
including Costa Coffee,
Sprite and Powerade in
29 countries and has
36,000 employees. In a

Shell sells petrol stations to Lukoil
Emily Gosden

Shell has struck a deal to sell its petrol
stations in Russia to the nation’s secondbiggest oil producer as it continues to
pull operations out of the country.
The London-based oil giant said that
it had agreed to sell Shell Neft, which
owns its retail and lubricants businesses, to Lukoil for an undisclosed sum.
Analysts questioned whether Shell
would be able to make any meaningful
proceeds from the deal, since the company is effectively a forced seller after
pledging to quit Russia and with a
limited pool of potential buyers.
Shell Neft’s network comprises 411
service stations, mostly in central and
northwestern Russia, of which 240 are
sites that it owns and 171 are owned by
dealers. It also owns a lubricants blending plant in the Tyer region, about
200km northwest of Moscow.
The companies said that they expected the sale to complete later this year,
subject to approval by Russia’s federal
anti-monopoly service.
Huibert Vigeveno, Shell’s down-

RWE’s hit from coal contract
RWE has booked an €850 million
charge after writing off its contract
to buy coal from Russia before a
looming Europe-wide ban.
The German energy group said it
had not been accepting any coal
from Russia since the end of March
after the UK, in which it also
operates, placed sanctions on
Russian Railways after the invasion
of Ukraine. An EU ban on importing
coal from Russia is due to come into
force in August.
RWE had contracts for deliveries
of 12 million tonnes of Russian hard
coal out to 2025.

stream director, said the deal would see
more than 350 people employed by
Shell Neft would transfer to the new
owner, adding: “Our priority is the wellbeing of our employees.”
Biraj Borkhataria, of RBC Capital
Markets, said: “I would be surprised if

Shell was able to generate any proceeds
from the deal.”
Shell is Europe’s biggest oil company,
with operations in more than 70 countries. It announced days after Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine that it would quit
its joint ventures with Gazprom, the
Russian state gas giant, including its interest in the Nord Stream 2 pipeline to
Germany and its stake in the Sakhalin-2 LNG project in Russia’s far east.
In early March, Shell vowed to exit
Russian oil and gas, including its petrol
station business, after an outcry over it
continuing to buy oil from the country.
Last week Shell booked a $3.9 billion
post-tax impairment charge as it wrote
off most of the value of its Russian assets. Excluding the impairment and
other one-off charges it posted its highest ever quarterly profit, of $9.1 billion.
Lukoil, founded in 1991, is Russia’s
second-biggest oil producer. It is focused on Russia and has assets ranging
from oil and gas exploration and production to refining and petrochemicals.
Shell’s shares closed down 76p, or
3.3 per cent, at £22.40½.

first-quarter trading
update, the company
reported organic
revenue growth of
24.2 per cent, or 25.9 per
cent, excluding Russia
and the Ukraine. It said
that its emerging

markets unit had
demonstrated “ongoing
strength”, despite tough
comparatives.
Volumes for the group
increased by 11.3 per
cent in the quarter, with
sparkling drinks up
10 per cent, low and nosugar fizzy drinks up
45.3 per cent. Energy
drinks grew volumes by
31.7 per cent.
The group said that all
of its divisions,
established markets,
developing markets and
emerging markets, had
raised prices in response
to the inflationary
pressures “with no
negative impact on
volumes”.
It said that the
inflationary
environment had “only
intensified since our last
set of results”.
Its established market
division, including Italy,
Greece and Ireland,
reported organic net
sales revenue up 18.2 per
cent year-on-year, with
underlying volumes up
9.6 per cent.
Shares of Coca-Cola
HBC closed up by 88p,
or 5 per cent, at £16.87.

War and sanctions lead to
£1.25bn drop in imports
Arthi Nachiappan
Economics Correspondent

Imports from Russia fell in March to
less than a third of their value before the
war, official statistics show.
The value of imports collapsed to
£545 million, down from a record
£1.82 billion in January and £1.8 billion
in February, the Office for National
Statistics said.
Exports to Russia fell from £229 million in January and £268 million in February to just £95 million in March.
Russia accounted for 3.6 per cent of
imports last year, or £18.1 billion, making it the UK’s eighth largest supplier of
goods and services.
Jack Sirett, head of dealing at Ebury,
the financial services firm, said companies were reorganising their supply
chains and weaning themselves off
Russian fuels. “Sixty per cent of exports
to Russia are now under whole or partial restrictions so we would expect to

see further declines in trading volumes
with the government also committing
to phasing out oil imports by the end of
the year,” he said.
The trade deficit widened by more
than expected to £11.6 billion in March,
up from £9.2 billion in February.
Gabriella Dickens, UK economist at
Pantheon Macroeconomics, said that
British exporters had lost considerable
market share since Brexit.
“The value of total goods exports was
broadly in line with the £29.2 billion
average level in 2018, before Brexit
deadlines and then Covid-19 impacted
the data,” she said.
“This rise, however, is due to the
ongoing surge in prices. In real terms,
goods exports fell by 3 per cent monthto-month and were a massive 14.6 per
cent below their 2018 average level.”
The UK is a net importer of energy,
meaning that consumers are more
susceptible to rises in global energy
prices.
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Harry Wallop

Rates will
need to keep
rising, says
Bank official

A morning in the metaverse makes
limitations of virtual world a reality

‘‘

I spent Monday
morning in the
metaverse. Mostly
so that I could write
that I spent Monday
morning in the metaverse, because I
think that makes me sound hip and
with it, and not like a desperate 47year-old who shouts at his voiceactivated radio and begs his teenage
children to show him how to use
TikTok.
But there was another reason. Like
almost every other human over the
past two years I have come to dread
those “Can we just hop on a Zoom
call?” messages.
No, we cannot. I want to use the
telephone. I want to wander around
the house, maybe in just my pants,
while I discuss the project you want
my input on. I hate having to
frantically tidy up my tiny home
office before a Zoom. In winter it is
the coldest room in the house and I
resort to double-scarfing and wearing
fingerless gloves. It makes me look
like a tramp. In the height of summer,
it is the hottest room and I spend any
video call trying not to look sweaty.
I appreciate that we sometimes
have to have meetings, and more than
two people on a call becomes
confusing. I also completely accept
that some form of hybrid working is
here to stay and being able to have
virtual meetings with people in
Newcastle and New York at the same
time is a good thing.
If most of us loathe Zoom, though,
why is the metaverse the answer?
Well, because Bill Gates says so and
he is right about most things.
First off, what is the metaverse? I
tried to explain it to my ten-year-old,
saying that it was a virtual world
where people from different places,
usually in the form of cartoon
versions of themselves, could interact
with each other and even spend
money on virtual things. He looked at
me as if I was stupid: “What, like Fifa?
But that’s been around for years.” And
I suppose he’s right. It is no different
from an online football game with
“real” players that you can buy.
Gates at the end of last year, rightly,
bemoaned how video meetings stifled
any spontaneity. On Zoom it is
impossible to replicate the snatched
conversation on the way to the lift
after the meeting, invariably a far
more productive two minutes than
anything achieved around the table or
staring at a screen. His solution?

“Within the next two or three years, I
predict most virtual meetings will
move from 2D camera image grids —
which I call the Hollywood Squares
model, although I know that probably
dates me — to the metaverse, a 3D
space with digital avatars.”
So on Monday I tried it out. I went,
with the editor of these pages,
Richard Fletcher, to the offices of the
accountancy-cum-consultancy firm
PwC, which thinks the metaverse is
not a gimmick. It even has a whole
metaverse technologies team, headed
by Jeremy Dalton, who advises
multinationals and the NHS on this
whizz-bang future. Indeed, Dalton’s
team has written a report in which
they say that the metaverse’s ability to
transform “product and service

development” — teams working
remotely to develop ideas together —
will add $359 billion a year to the
global economy by 2030.
First we had to have our photos
taken so that we could be rendered
into avatars, which was less of a
cartoon and more a low-rent
waxwork. Next we strapped on a
Meta Quest II, one of those headsets
that you can pick up from Currys for
£299. It was a bit of a struggle with
my glasses, but sure enough I was
immediately transported into a digital
form of a swanky corporate top-floor
office, complete with views of what
looked like Central Park. I had hand
controllers and by pressing the right
buttons I could move rooms and open
files on a digital white board. I got

used to it remarkably quickly and the
3D aspect was effective. If someone,
or rather someone’s avatar, is
speaking from across the room, they
sound distant. If you “walk” towards
them, they get louder.
Is this really any better than staring
at a grid of colleagues? I can see that
for some specific applications it could
be great. Industrial design, for
instance, when you can virtually
inspect a digital prototype by
“walking” around it together.
Dalton says that one of the most
effective aspects of these virtual
reality platforms is corporate training.
In the physical world you cannot
summon ten people let alone a
thousand to come to a meeting at the
same time. There are always
stragglers and refuseniks. With virtual
reality, or at least the Arthur software
we were using, if you are the
administrator you can click a button
and everybody, regardless of what
they are doing, is automatically
transported into seats in the
auditorium.
So, it is brilliant for control-freak
bosses. The all-encompassing headset
also makes it physically impossible to
surreptitiously scroll through your
phone while someone else drones on,
so you have to listen to your boss,
whether you like it or not.
My main question, however, is why
do all these platforms involve you
becoming an alternative, video game
version of yourself? Even after I had
got used to Richard floating around
without any arms or legs, it was hard
to have any conversation with him
that was not completely transactional.
Video calls are awful, but even on a
screen you can get a crude sense of
body language, of whether someone
really believes in what they are saying
or is just winging it.
I am sure the technology will
improve, that soon when I raise my
eyebrow a digital eyebrow will be
raised too. For now, though, the
metaverse reminds me of the launch
of 3D televisions a decade ago: a
technology that promised to utterly
transform watching sport or films on
your screen, until
you got up to make
a cup of tea and
realised you were
wearing silly glasses.

’’

Harry Wallop is a consumer
journalist and broadcaster. Follow
him on Twitter @hwallop

Arthi Nachiappan
Economics Correspondent

The Bank of England will have to keep
raising interest rates to control inflation despite sluggish growth, a deputy
governor at the central bank said.
Sir Dave Ramsden, a member of the
Bank’s rate-setting monetary policy
committee, said that dealing with rising
prices was tricky in light of the gloomy
outlook for growth, which had been
lower than expected in the first quarter
of the year. Output as measured by
GDP rose by 0.8 per cent in the quarter,
buoyed by a strong start to the year
after the lifting of Covid restrictions.
The economy shrank by 0.1 per cent
in March after flatlining in February as
households held back on spending
because of rising living costs.
Ramsden, who left the Treasury to
join the committee in 2017, said low
unemployment and competition for
workers could feed into more persistent
price rises. Inflation, which hit 7 per
cent in March, is expected to exceed
10 per cent in October when the energy
price cap is lifted for the second time.
“Certainly on the basis of my current
assessment of prospects, we’re not
there yet in terms of how far monetary
policy has to tighten,” Ramsden told
Bloomberg News. “I’m still very, very
supportive of the forward guidance that
there may well need to be further
tightening in the coming months.
“Given what we know about the UK
labour market, I wouldn’t be surprised if
it turned out to be a bit tighter . . . I think
there are upside risks on inflation in the
medium term.”
The war in Ukraine is casting uncertainty on economic forecasts but the
committee’s next meeting in June will
be a chance to take stock, Ramsden
said, adding: “I don’t think we’ve gone
far enough yet on Bank rate, but I do
think what we’ve already done is
having an impact.”
He declined to comment on the
markets’ expectation that interest rates
will reach 2.5 per cent this time next
year. Such a forecast would require six
rate rises in the next eight meetings.
Ramsden was among a majority on
the committee who voted for a 0.25 percentage point rise in rates to a 13-year
high of 1 per cent last Thursday. Three
members wanted to raise rates by 0.5
points to 1.25 per cent.
The Bank was the first of the world’s
big central banks to increase the cost of
borrowing in December, when it raised
rates to 0.25 per cent from a historical
low of 0.1 per cent.
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Business
briefing
Stock markets across the world
remain volatile following
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Oil
and gas prices have been
spiralling, while British
companies are scrambling to
cope with the effects of soaring

costs. With the situation
changing by the hour, keeping
up to date is essential. Get the
latest news and market reaction
by 8am, and analysis at 12.30pm,
direct by email from the
Business Editor, Richard
Fletcher, and the
Business News Editor,
Martyn Strydom
Sign up at
home.thetimes
.co.uk/myNews

Chip shortage
Robert Lea Industrial Editor

In a year in which all its rivals have
reported record profits, Jaguar Land
Rover has slumped to losses of
£455 million largely due to a shortage of
semiconductors.
The loss also includes a £43 million
write off after the carmaker closed its
operations in Russia because of sanctions over the Ukraine crisis.
A year ago the Coventry-based business, which is owned by India’s Tata
Motors, reported profits of £662 million
and was talking of profits of £3 billion in
five years as it made the transition to
Jaguar becoming an electric-only
marque.
At yesterday’s full-year results for the
12 months to the end of March, there
was no news on how that journey was
going. Asked for an update on its provi-

20%

Fall in Jaguar car sales in year to end
of March
Source: Jaguar Land Rover

sion of plug-in Jaguars, PB Balaji, Tata
Motors chief financial officer, said: “We
are working towards delivering that.”
For its full financial year, total sales
were down 14 per cent at 376,000. Sales
of Range Rovers and Land Rovers fell
12 per cent to 299,000. Jaguar deliveries
fell 20 per cent to another new low of
77,000.
Five years ago the company was
reporting total sales of 621,000. Range
Rover/Land Rover deliveries stood at
442,000 and Jaguar volumes were
178,000.
Revenue for the 12 months was down
7 per cent on the year before at £18.3 billion. That is about 25 per cent lower
than in its pomp when revenues were
more than £24 billion.
In the past year, £1.16 billion of cash
left the business. Its latest quarterly
sales show that January to March came
in lower than in the final three months
of 2021 and year on year were down
36 per cent.
On top of £412 million losses from
normal operations, the company
booked a £43 million charge for a
“pause” in sales to Russia and Ukraine
which historically have accounted for
2.5 per cent of annual sales.

A lack of semiconductors contributed

Last year its bigger German rivals all
blew the doors off. BMW reported the
largest profit in its history, €12.5 billion.
Mercedes-Benz made €12 billion in the
final quarter of last year alone for a total
of €23 billion for the year. Volkswagen
made profits of €20 billion.
Bentley, VW’s British subsidiary
based at Crewe, geographically
between Jaguar Land Rover’s two main
plants of Solihull and Halewood,

Rival unions squabble over
Deliveroo deal on rider rights
Dominic Walsh

An attempt by Deliveroo to deflect criticism of its treatment of delivery riders
by signing an agreement with the GMB
union appears in danger of backfiring.
The food delivery group has been
accused by another union of using the
GMB deal, which was confirmed
yesterday, to endorse its “exploitative
business practices”, including paying
riders less than the minimum wage.
The IWGB union, which represents
couriers, said it was a cynical ploy to
undermine the appeal it is bringing to
the Supreme Court in a case it is fighting for statutory collective bargaining
on behalf of Deliveroo contractors.
Under the voluntary partnership
agreement, the GMB will have collective bargaining rights on pay as well as
consultation rights on areas including
riders’ health, safety and wellbeing.
The union will also be able to
represent individual riders in disputes

provided they are GMB members, giving them “a stronger voice”. It said the
deal recognised that Deliveroo riders
were self-employed, a status confirmed
in a series of UK court judgments.
However, the IWGB claimed the
GMB had “no record of organising
couriers”, and was simply helping Deliveroo in “undermining the efforts of
couriers to pursue their rights through
the courts, to organise a voice at work
and improve their working lives”.
The GMB yesterday dismissed the
IWGB’s claims, insisting that the deal
would provide “an innovative blueprint” for self-employed workers.
Will Shu, 42, Deliveroo’s co-founder
and chief executive, said: “Deliveroo
has long called for riders to have both
flexibility and security and this innovative agreement is exactly the sort of
partnership the on-demand economy
should be based on.”
Deliveroo shares, which floated at
390p in March last year, fell 5½p to 82p.
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sends Jaguar into the red
JAGUAR LAND ROVER

Rolls-Royce
upbeat as
jets return
to the skies
Robert Lea

recently reported profits for the first
quarter of 2022 of €170 million on top of
a record €389 million for 2021 after selling 14,600 vehicles, 30 per cent higher
than it had done before.
At issue is the semiconductor supply
crisis, the microchips which are used in
their hundreds in the modern car.
The big manufacturers have had
trouble getting supplies but have
diverted the shipments they have

received into their most expensive and
most profitable lines including electric
cars. As a much smaller operation, the
semiconductor shortages have disproportionately affected Jaguar Land
Rover.
The group remained upbeat, however, saying that, before exceptional
items, it had made just better than
break even in the first quarter and was
cashflow positive. It said demand for its

newly updated core Range Rover product was strong as were orders for the
Land Rover Defender built in the lowcost economy of Slovakia.
Underpinned by its wealthy parent
company, it has £4.4 billion of cash and
a £2 billion in undrawn bank overdraft
arrangements.
However, Jaguar Land Rover warned
the immediate outlook was not good.
“Inflation represents an increasing

headwind for the business,” it said. “We
expect the semiconductor shortage to
continue through the next fiscal year
with gradual improvement. Covid lockdowns in China are expected to limit
volume improvements.”
Thierry Bolloré , who became Jaguar
Land Rover’s chief executive 20 months
ago, failed to make a scheduled media
briefing but said in a statement: “The
environment remains difficult.”

Share price

Source: Refinitiv

to Jaguar Land Rover’s falling sales, although the carmaker remained upbeat thanks to the deep pockets of Tata Motors, its owner which also bankrolls the racing arm

The departing chief executive of
Rolls-Royce signed off with an upbeat
assessment of the UK engineering
champion’s prospects after years of
firefighting at the engine maker.
However, the good news of increased
flying hours of its passenger jet engines
in service through which it derives
much of its contractual income and the
prospect of more profitable times
delivered by Warren East was lost in the
general stock market sell-off.
Fears that Roll-Royce’s recovery
from the pandemic may be slow at a
time when it has to move its products
for planes, trains and ships to a lower
emission world has seen the group’s
stock languish at its lowest levels since
a £2 billion rescue right issue in October 2020. That was part of a wider £7 billion refinancing, with the new shares issued at a hugely discounted 32p each.
Yesterday a trading update for the
first four months of the year helped
Rolls-Royce’s share price to rise by ¾p,
or 1 per cent, to 81½p.
At the AGM, East, who has overseen
the culling of more than 10,000 jobs
from the group, said: “We have made
significant progress on the path to
recovery from the impact of Covid-19
and are emerging as a better balanced
and more resilient business . . . focused
on the long-term business opportunities presented by the global energy
transition.”
Rolls-Royce, which has been exposed
to the travel restrictions in the aviation
industry and especially in long-haul,
for which it supplies engines for Airbus
and Boeing, turned a small profit in
2021 after a £4 billion loss in 2020.

2018

Twitter executives out the HomeServe boss and wife in
door before Musk’s arrival line for £440m from buyout
Callum Jones

Twitter has dismissed two senior executives as the social media group heads
in a “different direction” after agreeing
a $44 billion sale to Elon Musk.
Kayvon Beykpour and Bruce Falck,
both general managers, announced
that they had been fired by Parag
Agrawal, Twitter’s chief executive.
Musk, the world’s richest man, is
attempting to push through his acquisition in the face of scepticism on
Wall Street. Shares in the company
drifted further from his $54.20 offer
price on Thursday, declining 0.9 per
cent, or 43 cents, to $45.65.
Employees at Twitter were informed
that the group was pausing most new
hiring. Job offers would be reviewed,
Agrawal said in a memo.
Twitter, founded in 2006, runs one of
the world’s largest social networks. The
company accepted Musk’s takeover
offer last month, weeks after he dis-

closed a 9 per cent stake in the business.
Musk, 50, has a personal fortune of
$222 billion largely derived from his
stakes in Tesla and SpaceX.
To fund the takeover Musk has so far
shored up $7 billion from investors,
arranged a $6.25 billion margin loan
secured against his stake in Tesla, and
sold shares in the electric carmaker
worth about $8.5 billion.
Beykpour, who is on paternity leave,
tweeted yesterday: “The truth is that
this isn’t how and when I imagined
leaving Twitter, and this wasn’t my
decision. Parag asked me to leave after
letting me know that he wants to take
the team in a different direction.”
Falck said that he was “fired by”
Agrawal. Thanking colleagues for their
“hard work” over the years, he suggested that it had helped Twitter to expand.
“Quarterly revenue does not lie,” he
added.
Jay Sullivan has succeeded Beykpour
and Falck, Twitter said.

Simon Freeman

The founder of HomeServe and his
wife are in line for a £440 million
payday should a proposed buyout
by Brookfield Asset Management
successfully complete.
Richard Harpin, 57, holds a 7.2 per
cent stake in the FTSE 250-listed emergency home repairs service started in
1993. He transferred a 4.7 per cent
holding to his wife Katherine in January last year, according to documents
filed with the stock exchange.
HomeServe’s market value has risen
by more than 50 per cent to £3.7 billion
since Brookfield’s interest was first
reported in March, lifting the couple’s
combined 11.9 per cent stake to just over
£440 million.
The Toronto-based investment
giant, which is chaired by Mark Carney,
the former Bank of England governor,
has until next Thursday to submit a
firm offer in what would be one of the

UK’s largest take-private deals this
year. The original “‘put up or shut up”
deadline was extended by a month in
April to allow talks to continue.
Harpin, a father-of-three, began
working on his fortune at the age of six,
breeding and selling rabbits. He raised
the deposit for his first house by selling
earrings made from fishing fly-ties
while studying economics at York
University, before landing a job in
marketing at Procter and Gamble.
HomeServe grew out of frustrations
he and Jeremy Middleton, a fellow
P&G staffer, experienced in locating
tradesmen to carry out emergency repairs to properties they managed while
running a lettings agent as a sideline.
Its core business is selling repairs insurance and it also owns Checkatrade,
an online platform matching local
tradespeople to households. Demand
for its plumbing and electrical repairs
services grew during the pandemic,
briefly lifting it into the FTSE 100.
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“We’re confident we have positioned
the business to achieve positive profit
and cash this year, driven by the benefits of our cost reductions and increased
engine flying hours,” East, who will
leave Rolls-Royce when a replacement
is found, said.
The flying hours of passenger planes
running on Rolls-Royce’s Trent engines, typically the Airbus A350
and Boeing 787, are up 42 per cent year
on year.
Of the financial prospects for the
Derby-based civil aviation business,
which in normal times accounts for
well over half the group, East said: “We
expect underlying revenue to grow at
a low double-digit percentage compound average growth rate from 2021
with an operating margin percentage in
the high single digits, and with trading
cashflow comfortably exceeding operating profit.”
East shrugged off the impact of supply chain dislocations, rising costs and
geopolitical uncertainties. “Our longterm sourcing agreements and hedging
policies designed to limit volatility in
raw material inflation, give some nearterm protection and we have increased
inventory levels to help mitigate the
impact,” he said.
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Travel bonus
Susie Ma, founder of Tropic
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Record £27bn losses at
Softbank’s Vision Fund
Ben Martin

SoftBank, the giant tech fund, has suffered record annual losses of about
$27 billion in its Vision Fund after the
sprawling Japanese group was hit by
the rout in technology shares.
Vision is the world’s most prolific tech
investor, with multibillion-dollar bets
on companies from Didi and Grab, the
ride-hailing businesses, to the e-commerce giant Coupang. However, Vision
has been left exposed in recent months
after investor fears about rising interest
rates triggered a sharp sell-off across
high-growth tech stocks that had once
been hugely popular with investors.
Shares of Beijing-based Didi, which
is listed on the New York Stock Exchange, have plummeted by almost
70 per cent since the start of the year,
while the South Korean group Coupang and the southeast Asia-focused
Grab, which are both also listed in the
US, have suffered similar falls.
The declines contributed to heavy
investment losses at Vision in the final
quarter of its financial year, which ended on March 31. These helped to push
SoftBank itself to a 1.7 trillion yen
(£10.87 billion) net loss for the year,
down from a record profit of almost
5 trillion yen in 2021.
It is a big blow for Masayoshi Son,
SoftBank’s billionaire boss and founder.
Son, 64, set up Softbank 41 years ago

when it focused on software distribution and publishing computer magazines. It pushed into the internet, forming a joint venture with Yahoo and
making a lucrative investment in Alibaba, the Chinese e-commerce giant.
Now a conglomerate, Softbank
launched the first $100 billion Vision
fund five years ago, with backing from
investors including the Saudi Arabian
sovereign wealth fund and tech companies including Apple. It started a second
Vision vehicle with its own capital.
Masayoshi Son
says SoftBank will
“play defence”
after heavy losses

The Japanese group is best known in
Britain as the owner of Arm, the Cambridge-based semiconductor business
that was once listed in the FTSE 100 but
was taken private by SoftBank in 2016
for more than £24 billion.
Son, who is known for his ebullient
nature and once compared himself to
Jesus Christ, last year described Vision
as laying “golden eggs”.
He struck a more downbeat tone yesterday as Softbank’s annual results laid
bare the scale of the losses it had suffered from the recent market rout.

Nervousness about soaring inflation,
which is prompting central banks including the Bank of England and the
US Federal Reserve to lift interest rates,
and fears about the fallout from Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine on the global
economy, have prompted investors
to offload risky tech shares. The techfocused Nasdaq index in the US fell into
a bear market after sliding more than
20 per cent from a recent peak.
Son said that SoftBank was positioning itself cautiously, adding: “When the
world is in disorder, SoftBank should
play defence.”
The group’s investments have also
been harmed by a regulatory crackdown in China on tech companies that
have hit valuations. Son signalled that
SoftBank would take a more guarded
approach to China, saying it had some
“wonderful companies” and “we will
invest in them, but with smaller deals”.
SoftBank tried to sell Arm to Nvidia,
the American chip company, but the
$40 billion transaction fell apart earlier
this year amid competition concerns
among regulators. It is now seeking to
list Arm, and Son confirmed that Softbank planned to retain a majority stake
in the company after an initial public
offering, probably in New York.
SoftBank shares closed 8 per cent
lower before the publication of the
company’s results as investors braced
for the group to reveal its losses.
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JD Sports bounces on
strong spring sales

J

D Sports Fashion
has a spring in its
step after reporting
a 5 per cent rise in
like-for-like sales
(Poppy Koronka writes).
Shares in the sportswear
retailer rose by 6.6 per
cent following the update
for the 14 weeks to May 7.
The group said that
profit before tax and
exceptional items was
expected to be
£940 million for the year
to January 29. It was
forecast to be of a similar
size in the current year.
“This performance is a
positive reflection of both
the strength and breadth
of the group’s brand
relationships and category
offer,” JD Sports said.
Richard Chamberlain,
at RBC Europe, said that
the profit estimates were
4 per cent ahead of the
previous forecasts of
£907 million.
“We think that JD
Sports should continue to
strengthen its position as a
preferred partner of major
sportswear brands like
Nike and Adidas, given its
strong retailing skills,
ability to appeal to more

Small investors suffer £11bn hit as
wealth manager’s assets shrink
Patrick Hosking Financial Editor

The army of small investors who use
the Hargreaves Lansdown platform
saw more than £11 billion wiped from
their nest eggs, or an average of more
than £6,500 each, in the first four
months of this year.
The diving US share market and
tumbling bond values led to a slide in
total assets under administration at the
wealth management platform to
£132.3 billion.
Net new investor inflows also fell
sharply in the period from a year earlier,
when cashed up, locked down households plunged money into share
market investments. Net inflows fell
from £4.6 billion last time to £2.5 billion.
New clients slumped by two thirds from
126,000 to 42,000.
At one point yesterday shares in Hargreaves fell by as much as 9 per cent on

the numbers, which failed to meet consensus forecasts. The eventually closed
down 32¼p, or 3.6 per cent, at 861¾p,
their lowest level for nine years.
Christopher Hill, chief executive,
said that revenue for the period at
£196.5 million was in line with expectations but down from £233.2 million last
time, when the meme stocks craze
pushed up dealing volumes.
The new strategy unveiled in February to invest more heavily in IT to improve customer service, had got off to
an encouraging start, he said. His guidance for margins and costs growth for
the full year to June was unchanged.
A marketing campaign to encourage
clients to take advantage of tax-sheltered products had been a success, Hill
added, helping to produce £600 million
of inflows in the first five days of April,
before the tax year end: 747,000 clients
added more to their ISAs and pensions.

However, Julian Roberts, an analyst
at Jefferies, said: “We would disagree
that this is ‘an encouraging start’. With
net new client numbers at pre-covid
levels year to date, the £2.5 billion net
new business figure represents either
high gross outflows or very small average new client size. Either way, it is bad
news, and we think it supports our
long-term thesis of declining profitability for structural reasons.”
Analysts at Barclays lowered their
profits forecast for 2023 by 10 per cent
in light of the more challenging backdrop for Hargreaves.
Bristol-based Hargreaves is a FTSE
100 company with a £4 billion valuation
and is by far the biggest platform for
retail investors, investing directly or via
a financial adviser, with more than
1.73 million clients.
Analysts see stronger competition
for new business from Abrdn, which is

buying Interactive Investor; A J Bell,
which has launched Dodl, a new lowcost service; and fintechs such as Nutmeg, now owned by J P Morgan.
The prospect of flat or falling share
markets is reducing investor appetites,
while the cost of living squeeze is likely
to reduce inflows too.
Exposure to US technology stocks
has hit investor returns this year, with
the Nasdaq index sliding 21 per cent in
the period, Hargreaves said. Investors
in UK-listed stocks only would have
done far better: the FTSE 100, having
energy and mining stocks, rose slightly
in the first four months of the year.
One boost for Hargreaves is the interest it earns on customers’ cash balances thanks to rising interest rates. It
expects to make a margin of between
0.3 and 0.35 percentage points on
clients’ cash for the year to June.
Tempus, page 40

3i reaps benefit of taking a large slice of Action
Patrick Hosking

The mammoth bet by 3i on the continental discount retailer Action is continuing to pay off, with the listed private
equity investment group reporting a
£4.01 billion, or 44 per cent, return for
the year to March.
The group’s 52.7 per cent stake in
Action, a chain of almost 2,000 no-frills
shops across Europe, accounted for the
lion’s share of the value creation, boosting 3i’s net assets by £2.66 billion as well
as handing it dividends of £284 million.
Simon Borrows, 3i’s chief executive,

who also chairs Action, said it was a
“formidable” business with huge
opportunities for growth and that he
had no plans for an exit.
Action accounts for 58 per cent of 3i‘s
overall portfolio, but Borrows said
many private equity funds were skewed
to one or two successful investments.
“This is not weird,” he said. “We’d have
been complete mugs if we’d sold it at
any time in the past eight years.”
An original €130 million stake bought
by 3i in 2011 has grown to about €8 billion. A top-up investment of £500 million in 2020 has doubled in value.

Action sells 14 categories of non-food
merchandise from toys to gardening
products. It has rolled out stores from
its Dutch heartland to France, Germany, Poland and now Italy. “It is one of
the very few brands that travel seamlessly across borders,” said Borrows.
There was room to boost store numbers
from 650 in France to 1,200, from 450 in
Germany to 1,300 and from seven in
Italy to 500, he said, adding: “We think
it’s got years of considerable growth.”
3i, a stalwart of the FTSE 100, was
created by the Bank of England and
high street banks in 1945 to provide eq-

uity capital to smaller businesses in the
UK, but nowadays specialises in backing private companies outside the UK,
mostly in Europe and North America.
The group wrote off £40 million from
its investment in WP, a Dutch packaging group, writing down to zero the
value of its subsidiary in Russia. 3i injected fresh capital of £55 million into
Audley Travel and Arrivia, two travel
companies hit by the pandemic.
Net asset value per share grew from
947p to 1321p and the total dividend for
the year was lifted from 38.5p to 46.5p.
3i shares yesterday rose 19½p to £12.68.

urban or cash customers
and its ability to enhance
their apparel offers with
its elevated stores,” the
analyst said.
Peel Hunt, the
investment bank, said that
the update was a “lovely
surprise”, and updated its
estimates for profits for
the full year 2023 to
£955 million.
JD Sports’ performance
boosted others in the
sector, with shares in
retailers such as Next and
Marks & Spencer rising
on the news.
The group, which
ceased trading in Russia
on March 4, said the
results had “been
achieved against a
backdrop of a global
shortfall in the supply of
certain key footwear
styles, which we expect to
improve progressively
through the year”.
JD Sports was founded
by John Wardle and David
Makin in 1981 and has 853
JD stores globally.
Including its other brands
such as Blacks and Size?,
the group has more than
3,300 shops and 60,487
employees.

Elliott opts
to shut up
shop in Asia
Russell Hotten

Elliott Management, the powerful
activist investor, is to close its Tokyo
office in a move that boosts London’s
responsibility for the hedge fund’s
activity in the region.
Elliott, founded by the billionaire
Paul Singer and whose campaigns have
won it a reputation for ruthlessness,
had already shut its Hong Kong
office and moved staff to Japan and
the UK.
The Toyko office was the Floridabased firm’s last base in Asia, although
Elliott’s activity in the region has been
led out of London for some time.
Elliott’s high-profile campaigns in
Asia include taking a $3 billion stake in
SoftBank to press the technology
conglomerate for changes, including
implementing share buy-backs. Last
year the hedge fund raised its holding
in Toshiba amid calls from some investors that the firm should be sold.
In the UK, Elliott is known for agitating recently for shake-ups at SSE, the
energy supplier, GlaxoSmithKline, the
drugs maker, and Taylor Wimpey, the
housebuilder. Elliott also built a small
stake in Twitter and asked for Jack Dorsey, the chief executive, to step down.
News of the Tokyo closure was first
reported by the Financial Times.
Elliott, which has amassed about
$52 billion of assets under management, including AC Milan FC, declined
to comment. It is thought the firm has
no plans to slow the pace of its investments in the region.
The decision to close the office
came after the retirement of Hirofumi
Nakato, Elliott’s long-time senior figure
in Tokyo.
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Neptune profits rise
Neptune Energy, the oil and gas
producer with operations in the
North Sea, reported a six-fold
leap in first-quarter profits after
energy prices rose. The group,
founded and chaired by Sam
Laidlaw, the former Centrica
chief executive, said its net posttax profits jumped to
$493.6 million in the first three
months of the year, up from
$77.9 million in the same period
of 2020. Its results come amid
pressure on the government to
impose a windfall tax on oil and
gas groups benefiting from price
rises following war in Ukraine.

Platform’s foundations start to wobble
hargreaves lansdown
administration
£132.3bn

F

or investors in Hargreaves
Lansdown, the question
might not be whether the
investment platform has
passed its peak, but whether
they need to reset their growth
expectations far more dramatically.
Market chaos isn’t having the same
effect it did during the pandemic,
enticing investors to capitalise on
volatility amid lockdown boredom.
The Russian invasion of Ukraine and
the rapidly rising inflation, oscillating
markets and weakening economic
outlook that has resulted, has dented
investor confidence. The number of
new clients gained by Hargreaves
during the first four months of the
year totalled just 42,000, a fall from
126,000 the same time last year.
Both the number of new clients
joining the investment platform and
the £2.6 billion in flows, were worse
than analysts had been expecting.
The latter constitutes an organic
growth rate of only 1.8 per cent,
behind a post-referendum average of
3.6 per cent, based upon the same
first four months of the year. The
third quarter also represented the
lowest level of new clients and net
inflows since 2016, a time when the
business was less than half the size it
is now, in terms of assets under
administration.
The magnitude of the sell-off in
recent months means the shares
have not just erased any pandemic
gains, but any made over the past

grainger
Market cap
£2.1bn

Pre-tax profit
£44.5m

S

tocks generating reliable income
have long held a particular
appeal for retail investors,
providing a steady return that is not
predicated on top slicing the holding.
So the ambition of Grainger, the
private rental landlord, to gain that
status is understandable, even if it is
not due to be attained any time soon.
But the foundations are there. Rob
Hudson, chief financial officer,
thinks the group has the ability to

Total return

Hargreaves Lansdown
40%

FTSE All-Share index
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seven and a half years. A company
with the market dominance, brand
strength and weight of expectation
that was baked into the shares’
punchy valuation means Hargreaves
has had further to fall than smaller
rival AJ Bell. Both have substantially
underperformed the broader market
over the past year, but Hargreaves
has churned out a negative return of
just over 50 per cent over the past 12
months, worse than the 39 per cent

from AJ Bell and a positive 5 per
cent return by the FTSE All-Share.
Client retention is high,
maintained at just over 92 per cent,
which should guarantee a high level
of recurring revenue. But if growth is
becoming more difficult then a more
modest forward price/earnings ratio
of 17, down from a six-year average
multiple of 29, is more apt.
Operational gearing has been the
jewel in Hargreaves’ business model,
with client revenues traditionally
rising ahead of a largely fixed cost
base, but that trend has reversed in
recent years. Chris Hill, chief
executive, has said he expects the
rise in operating costs to “continue to
be broadly aligned to client growth”.
But that is also an ambition that the
investment platform has failed to

grow annual returns to a sustainable
level of 8 per cent by the time it
converts to a real estate investment
trust in three years’ time. That would
be an increase on the 3.8 per cent
return delivered in the first half of
the year. Just under half of that
returns target should be generated
by recurring income from its
privately rented flats, which means
building a secured pipeline of
properties that would add another
4,000 homes to an existing portfolio
of just over 7,400 properties,
doubling net rental income.
New developments helped push
net rental income up by almost a

quarter in the first half and filling
more properties has not been an
issue, with occupancy at a record
98 per cent at the end of March.
Given the policy to pay out half of
income as a dividend, a shareholder
return of 2.08p was recommended.
Analysts at Peel Hunt forecast a
dividend of 5.6p this year, equivalent
to a yield of almost 2 per cent at the
current share price, but dividends are
forecast to grow at a compound
annual rate of 13 per cent over the
next three years.
Rents charged rise annually based
on open market rents. Last year’s
3.5 per cent growth in rents from the

ADVICE Hold
WHY A lower valuation
reflects weaker growth
prospects for assets and lower
margins

deliver on in recent years. Last year
client numbers rose 14 per cent,
while operating costs grew by 24 per
cent. The same growth/cost dynamic
occurred in 2020 and in 2019. The
odds look increasingly stacked
against it closing that gap this year.
Expenses are set to rise further,
with £225 million due to be spent
over the next five years on upgrading
its technology, broadening its
product range and improving
customer service, in the lofty hope of
accelerating net new business growth
to 10 per cent a year by 2026.
Investing in technology and
customer service makes perfect
sense. Hargreaves might have a
weighty 43 per cent share of the
market but it is one that is also
becoming more crowded, and by
many more lower cost alternatives.
But it also means special returns,
which had become a prime
attraction for investors, have been
sacrificed for the next two years.
Even if about 80 per cent of the
£225 million is expected to be
recouped by cost savings, that is still
expected to reduce the operating
margin so somewhere in the mid-40s
next year, compared with 57.9 per
cent last year.
An increase in interest rates offsets
some of the pressure from slowing
new flows, but analysts still put
through a slew of downgrades to
earnings expectation over the next
two years. In a well-trodden route,
Hargreaves downward march
naturally raises the potential for a
takeover bid, particularly for banks
looking for a less capital-intensive
way to boost returns.

Pay revolt at ConvaTec
About 27. 5 per cent of voting
shareholders opposed the pay
report of ConvaTec at the FTSE
250 company’s shareholder
meeting. ISS, a proxy shareholder
group, had said in a report that
the company’s remuneration
committee “used its discretion to
significantly increase the vesting
levels of the 2019 incentive
awards and the chief executive’s
buyout award, without providing
a compelling rationale”.
ConvaTec said it would “continue
to engage with shareholders”.

Meme stocks rise again
“Viral” meme stocks returned on
Wall Street in volatile trading,
with GameStop rallying by a
third and AMC Entertainment
advancing by as much as 20 per
cent. Shares in GameStop, the
video games chain, surged in 2021
but have since halved. Trading
was halted several times
yesterday amid market
turbulence. They were up by 10.13
per cent, $8.24 at $89.57 in
afternoon trading. AMC, the
world’s largest cinema chain, was
up 8 per cent at $11.20.

existing portfolio was split roughly
between 4.4 per cent for new leases
and 2.7 per cent on renewals.
Although there is no direct link
between inflation and rents,
increased costs raise the question of
affordability. Helen Gordon, chief
executive, said Grainger’s tenants
had received wage increases ahead of
the national average.

News pays for Google
News content by UK publishers
generates about £1 billion in
revenues for Google and
Facebook each year, a study by
Matt Elliot, a Cambridge
University professor of
economics, has found. Published
by the News Media Association,
the research will reignite calls for
the government’s Digital Markets
Unit to be given powers to level
the playing field between news
publishers and the platforms. The
NMA said publishers’ must be
“fairly rewarded for journalism”.

ADVICE Buy
WHY A rising portfolio and
better dividend prospects

PRICES
Major indices

London Financial Futures

New York
Dow Jones
Nasdaq Composite
S&P 500

31730.30 (-103.81)
11370.96 (+6.73)
3930.08 (-5.10)

Tokyo
Nikkei 225

25748.72 (-464.92)

Hong Kong
Hang Seng
Amsterdam
AEX Index
Sydney
AO
Frankfurt
DAX
Singapore
Straits
Brussels
BEL20
Paris
CAC-40

19380.34 (-444.23)

675.09 (-7.61)

Zurich
SMI Index

11506.13 (-47.53)

DJ Euro Stoxx 50

3613.43 (-34.44)

London
FTSE 100

7233.34 (-114.32)

FTSE 250

19480.88 (-166.27)

FTSE 350

4030.88 (-59.20)

FTSE Eurotop 100

3228.02 (-25.14)

FTSE All-Shares

3999.79 (-58.88)

FTSE Non Financials

4922.59 (-69.26)

techMARK 100

5839.26 (-45.84)

Bargains
7166.60 (-137.80)

13739.64 (-89.00)

3930.21 (-28.09)

US$

1.2187 (-0.0044)

Euro

1.1749 (+0.0113)

£:SDR

0.98 (+0.00)
79.48 (+0.12)

3-Mth Euribor

3-Mth Euroswiss

FTSE100
FTSEurofirst 80

Commodities

Open
120.05
118.11
99.025
98.885
98.820
98.785

High
121.07
118.14
99.045
98.890
98.825
98.795

Low
120.01
117.95
99.015
98.860
98.790
98.755

Sett
120.68
119.89
99.026
98.866
98.806
98.771

Vol
253960
4
10377
3885
7310
8310

Open Int
673948
5
232459
301735
347378
229855

100.27
99.805
99.410
99.010
98.675
100.71
100.68
100.61

100.28
99.850
99.495
99.150
98.850
100.72
100.68
100.62

100.25
99.800
99.390
98.990
98.665
100.70
100.67
100.59

100.26
99.835
99.475
99.125
98.815
100.71
100.68
100.62

91334
116426
166011
121090
176755
925
710
488

430167
540189
603852
492531
427556
29152
31355
22748

7239.5
7153.0

7249.5
7153.0

7130.0
7085.0

7216.5
7166.5
4996.0
4984.5

124903
4

617684
4601

ICIS pricing (London 7.30pm)

Brent (9.00pm)

Crude Oils ($/barrel FOB)

July
Aug
Sep

Brent Physical
BFOE(Apr)
BFOE(May)
WTI(Apr)
WTI(May)

108.11
107.60
106.16
104.40
102.42

+0.19
-0.06
-0.11
+0.37
+0.22

Products ($/MT)
Spot CIF NW Europe (prompt delivery)
Premium Unld
Gasoil EEC
3.5 Fuel Oil
Naphtha

1156.00
1044.75
587.00
925.00

1157.00
1046.75
587.00
926.00

+7.00
-65.00
+0.00
+5.00

Bank of England official close (4pm)
CPI

117.09 Mar (2015 = 100)

RPI

323.50 Mar (Jan 1987 = 100)

RPIX

290.10 Jun (Jan 1987 = 100)

Morningstar Long Commodity
6206.26 (-63.47)

3-Mth Sterling

n/a

Exchange Index
3165.18 (-60.89)

Long Gilt

Period
Jun 22
Sep 22
Jun 22
Sep 22
Dec 22
Mar 23
Jun 23
Jun 22
Sep 22
Dec 22
Mar 23
Jun 23
Jun 22
Sep 22
Dec 22
Mar 23
Jun 22
Sep 22
Jun 22
Sep 22

677.16 (+5.72)

Morningstar Long/Short Commod 4703.45 (+27.75)

© 2022 Tradeweb Markets LLC. All rights reserved.
The Tradeweb FTSE Gilt Closing Prices information contained
herein is proprietary to Tradeweb; may not be copied or
re-distributed; is not warranted to be accurate, complete or timely; and does not constitute
investment advice. Tradeweb is not responsible for any loss or damage that might result
from the use of this information.

ICE Futures

Oct
Nov

102.78-101.97
101.33-100.00
Volume: 1681941

1825-1621
1767-1765
1785-1782
1825-1810
1825-1798
1833-1781

Jul
Sep
Dec

1822-1802
1810-1770
1791-1800

LIFFE
Cocoa
May
Jul
Sep
Dec
Mar
May

RobustaCoffee
May
Jul
Sep
Nov

2300-2090
2067-2065
2070-2062
2080-2020

Reuters
1269.25-1073.00
1069.50-1068.75
1045.25-1044.50

Volume: 81917

Jan
Mar

2099-2010
2079-1995
Volume: 8968

White Sugar (FOB)

Gas Oil
May
Jun
Jul

107.54-107.52
106.14-106.11
104.46-104.37

Aug
Sep

1021.75-1021.25
1004.00-1002.75
Volume: 585993

Aug
Oct
Dec

521.10-520.20
509.00-507.40
510.80-504.40

Mar
May
Aug
Oct

504.50-502.20
500.10-494.70
492.10-491.10
509.00-507.40
Volume: 59590
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Bug alert at factory leaves
Cranswick looking queasy
Tom Howard Market report

T

he market turned its nose up
at Cranswick after traces of
salmonella were found in
some cooked chicken
products at the meat
processor’s poultry factory in Hull.
Tesco, Waitrose and Sainsbury’s
have already recalled dozens of
chicken products. The plant has been
shut down while Cranswick, along
with the Food Standards Agency,
investigates. The incident threatened
to put a sizeable dent in the
Cranswick share price, which at one
point was down by nearly 9 per cent.
That perplexed analysts who
thought that the incident was more
embarrassing than financially
problematic. “The [initial] share price
reaction is out of all proportion to the
scale of issue,” Charles Hall, head of

Stores back
in fashion
at Superdry

S

uperdry has
reported
soaring in-store
sales after the
lifting of Covid
restrictions, but a
sharp fall in online
sales (David Byers
writes).
The casualwear
fashion chain, which
was founded by the
west country
entrepreneur Julian
Dunkerton, above with
his wife Jade Holland
Cooper, said sales in
shops rose more than
200 per cent year-on-

year to £47.2 million in
its fourth quarter, to
April 23, while online
sales fell 21.5 per cent.
Over its full year,
store sales rose 59.8 per
cent to £224.5 million,
but were still 21.8 per
cent lower on a twoyear comparison.
Superdry admitted that
“footfall remains
significantly below preCovid levels”.
Full-year online sales
dropped 24 per cent,
although overall
revenues lifted 8 per
cent to £600.7 million
thanks to the better
trading in shops.
Superdry is raising
prices by about 2 per
cent in response to
rising costs. “We are
conscious of the cost-

of-living pressures on
consumers, meaning
that now more than
ever we must continue
to deliver product that
stands for what is
important to them:
quality, style and
sustainability at great
value,” Dunkerton, the
chief executive, said.
He said Superdry
remained cautious
about inflation but was
“confident that our
strategy is positioning
the brand for future
success”.
Earlier this year the
group reported a
£4 million pre-tax
profit in the six months
to late October from a
near-£19 million loss a
year earlier when
shops were shut.

The day’s biggest movers
Change

Company
Baltic Classifieds Enjoys best session since March
JD Sports Fashion Profits to be bigger than expected
Coca-Cola HBC Boasts of strong start to the year
RHI Magnesita Trading update impresses analysts
Playtech Still in talks about possible takeover
Auction Technology Group Caught in the tech sell-off
Endeavour Mining Precious metals miners under pressure
Fresnillo Silver at its lowest price in nearly two years
Chrysalis Investments Tech investor hit by the sector’s rout
Hochschild Mining Knocked by the struggling gold price

London Grain Futures
LIFFE Wheat (close £/t)
May
Jan

350.00
unq

Jul
Mar

unq
unq

Nov
333.00
Volume: 723

London Metal Exchange
(Official)
Cash

3mth

Dec 22

Copper Gde A ($/tonne)
9018.0-9018.5

9000.0-9005.0

8950.0-8960.0

2078.0-2080.0

2048.0-2053.0

Lead ($/tonne)
2072.5-2073.0

Zinc Spec Hi Gde ($/tonne)
3540.0-3541.0

3523.0-3525.0

3153.0-3158.0

Alum Hi Gde ($/tonne)
2686.0-2688.0

2722.0-2723.0

2698.0-2703.0

Nickel ($/tonne)
27575.0-27600.0

27600.0-27625.0

Tin ($/tonne)
33825.0-33875.0

27955.0-28005.0
15mth

33300.0-33305.0

32640.0-32690.0

8.8%
6.6%
5.6%
5.5%
3.9%
-6.0%
-7.0%
-8.9%
-9.0%
-9.3%

Beckham’s men quit Cellular

I

nvestors in Cellular
Goods, the David
Beckham-backed
cannabis company,
have been left
unimpressed by the
sudden departure of
the star’s two men on
the board.
Cellular confirmed
that Dave Gardner,
who as managing
director of DB
Ventures looks after
Beckham’s brand and
commercial interests,
had left as nonexecutive director
“due to time
commitments at his
other business
interests”.
He and Beckham
played in the
Manchester United
youth team together
and are close friends.

Wall Street report
US stocks ended a seesaw session
lower as investors fretted that
inflation could remain higher for
longer, which could prompt the Fed
to raise interest rates more
aggressively. At the close the Dow
Jones was down 103.81 at 31,730.30.
research at Peel Hunt, said.
“This sort of food safety issue is
generally resolved within a week,
with a very small — in group terms
— impact on profits. We doubt there
will be any loss of ongoing business.”
Others seemed to agree with Hall,
and the shares perked up, although
they still closed 68p, or 2.2 per cent,
down at £30.18, close to the two-year
lows that they hit earlier this week.
In a similar vein, the wider London
stock market recovered some of its
earlier losses but ended the day
comfortably in the red. For a little
while now investors have been
concerned about central banks
tightening their belts at a time when
the economy is already struggling,
which has led to much talk about a
recession possibly being around the
corner. Weak UK economic data did
little to hush whispers of the “r” word.
The FTSE 100 dropped 114.32
points, or 1.6 per cent, to 7,233.34,
while a tier below, the FTSE 250
reversed 166.27 points, or 0.9 per cent,

Money rates %

Because of a technical issue, the gold fix
prices are from Wednesday.

Halifax Mortgage Rate 3.59

Bullion: Open $1854.03
Close $1836.14-1836.42 High $1858.58
Low $1833.31
AM $1851.75 PM $1851.95
Krugerrand $1816.00-2015.00 (£1486.96-1649.91)
Platinum $963.00 (£788.52)
Silver $20.96 (£17.16)
Palladium $1917.00 (£1569.66)

Treasury Bills (Dis) Buy: 1 mth 0.920; 3 mth 1.000. Sell: 1 mth 0.750; 3 mth 0.850

European money
deposits %
Currency
1mth
Dollar
0.13
Sterling
0.97
Euro
0.10

3mth

6mth

12mth

0.20

0.29

0.55

1.24

1.65

0.81

0.15

0.20

0.50

cent down to $1,838.50, while silver
hit its lowest since July 2020.
Palladium was down more than 8 per
cent at one point.
That weighed on precious metals
miners. Peru-focused Hochschild
Mining slid 10¼p, or 9.3 per cent, to
99¼p; Fresnillo, the Mexican group,
fell 68¾p, or 8.9 per cent, to 704½p;
and Endeavour Mining lost 136p, or
7.0 per cent, to £18.01.
Clothes retailers were in fashion
though after a surprisingly strong
update from JD Sports, the high
street seller of tracksuits and trainers.
Next shares rose 214p, or 3.4 per cent,
to £64.28; Marks & Spencer
improved 4¼p, or 3.1 per cent, to 141p;
and Associated British Foods, which
owns Primark, was marked up 28p, or
1.7 per cent, to £16.36.
Among the small caps, shares in
Arc Minerals climbed by half a
penny, or 8.9 per cent, to 5p after
Anglo American, the mining giant,
agreed to invest up to $88.5 million
into its copper project in Zambia.

Dollar rates

Clearing Banks 1.00

ECB Refi -0.50

1 mth

2 mth

US Fed Fd 0.75-1.00

3 mth

6 mth

12 mth

Interbank Rates

0.9736

0.0000

1.2412

1.6479

0.0000

Eurodollar Deps

0.90-1.15

1.26-1.51

1.42-1.67

1.83-2.08

2.56-2.81

Sterling spot and forward rates
Mkt Rates for

Ross Connolly,
another non-exec at
Cellular and
commercial director
at DB Ventures, also
stepped down from
Cellular’s board.
“On behalf of the
board, I would like to
thank David and Ross
for their contributions
and wish them all the

to 19,480.88 as it handed back a big
chunk of Wednesday’s gains.
The Footsie’s fall might have been
more severe but for a weaker pound,
which briefly dropped below $1.22 for
the first time in two years. That slide
was more to do with the strength of
the dollar, which has benefited from
its “safe haven” status and is at its
highest in almost 20 years against a
basket of other major currencies.
Recession worries knocked the
prices of metals, with copper tumbling
below $9,000 a tonne for the first
time since October. The price of
aluminium, zinc and lead also fell.
Anglo American shares dropped
155p, or 4.6 per cent, to £32.43 and
Antofagasta, a Chilean copper miner,
shed 62½p, or 4.5 per cent, to £13.40.
Precious metals came under
pressure, partly in response to the
surging dollar, which makes metals
more expensive to foreign buyers, but
also because looming interest rate
rises make non-yielding assets look
less attractive. Gold edged 0.7 per

Gold/Precious
metals (US dollars per ounce)

Base Rates

Cellular shares fell but
David Beckham is still
in profit on his stake

Australia
Canada
Denmark
Euro
Hong Kong
Japan
Malaysia
Norway
Singapore
Sweden
Switzerland

Exchange rates
1.4558-1.4561
1.3029-1.3030
7.1632-7.1640
0.9628-0.9628
7.8498-7.8501
128.28-128.28
4.3908-4.3958
9.8638-9.8665
1.3960-1.3962
10.128-10.131
1.0006-1.0006

Other Sterling

Range

Close

1 month

3 month

Copenhagen

8.6306-8.7511

8.7480-8.7488

122ds

388ds

Euro

1.1762-1.1605

1.1758-1.1758

11pr

38pr

Montreal

1.5852-1.5933

1.5911-1.5914

2pr

13pr

New York

1.2171-1.2247

1.2212-1.2213

0pr

8pr

Oslo

11.899-12.094

12.045-12.050

11ds

15ds

Stockholm

12.312-12.398

12.369-12.371

90ds

357ds

Tokyo

155.67-159.03

156.65-156.68

16ds

58ds

Zurich

1.2123-1.2222

1.2219-1.2221

18ds

59ds

Premium = pr

Discount = ds

Argentina peso
Australia dollar
Bahrain dinar
Brazil real
Euro
Hong Kong dollar
India rupee
Indonesia rupiah
Kuwait dinar KD
Malaysia ringgit
New Zealand dollar
Singapore dollar
S Africa rand
U A E dirham

best in their future
endeavours,” said
Darcy Taylor, who has
now taken over as
Cellular’s chairman
after Peter Wall
stepped down.
The changes at the
top, particularly those
involving Beckham,
spooked the market.
Cellular shares closed
another 13 per cent
down at 2p. When the
company joined the
stock market last
February, its shares
were launched at 5p.
Beckham, 47,
remains in profit after
buying his 25 million
shares at 1p two
months before the
IPO. Eikon data
shows that he still
owns his 4.9 per cent
stake.

143.22-143.23
1.7779-1.7782
0.4565-0.4635
6.2611-6.2647
1.1757-1.1759
9.5854-9.5876
94.472-94.473
17872-17872
0.3735-0.3759
5.3551-5.3612
1.9546-1.9550
1.7047-1.7052
19.662-19.669
4.4894-4.4897

Australia $
Canada $
Denmark Kr
Euro ¤
Hong Kong $
Hungary
Indonesia
Israel Shk
Japan Yen
New Zealand $
Norway Kr
Poland
Russia
S Africa Rd
Sweden Kr
Switzerland Fr
Turkey Lira
USA $

Bid

Change

1.778
1.592
8.737
1.174
9.599
449.466
17848.453
4.213
156.652
1.954
12.037
5.475
79.171
19.668
12.348
1.221
18.828
1.223

+0.01
+0.03
-0.09
+5.43
-115.56
-0.03
-4.12
+0.01
+0.08
+0.02
-3.35
-0.16
+0.01
-0.06
-0.01

Rates supplied by Morningstar

Data as shown is
for information
purposes only. No offer is made by
Morningstar or this publication

the times | Friday May 13 2022

43

Unit Trusts Business
The Times unit trust information service
Sell

Buy

+/-

Yld
%

Sell

Buy

+/-

Yld
%

4140.00
69.75

…
72.18

-62.00
+0.53

…
…

ALLIANZ GLOBAL INVESTORS
Inv Serv: 020 7065 1400 Helpline: 0800 317 573

Special Sits ‡@
Wealthbuilder

Gilt Yield A ‡@
Strategic Bond Fund ‡@
UK Corp Bond C ‡@
UK Eqty C ‡@
UK Eqty Inc A ‡@
UK Gwth A ‡@
UK Index A Inc ‡@
UK Mid Cap A ‡@

HALIFAX INVESTMENT FUND MGRS LTD
01296 386 386
Authorised Inv Funds
Share Class `C

206.01
172.37
104.79
6317.26
325.95
7823.70
1423.81
4646.43

…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…

+0.27
+0.35
-0.78
-14.91
-3.41
-91.88
-5.83
-75.52

1.05
…
3.87
3.28
3.89
1.49
…
0.06

ARTEMIS FUND MGRS LTD
0800 092 2051
Authorised Inv Funds
Capital R Acc ‡@
1962.58
Euro Opps R Acc ‡@
91.26
Euro Opps R Inc ‡@
85.36
European Growth R Acc ‡@348.13
Global Energy R Acc ‡@ 39.63
Global Growth R Acc ‡@ 341.91
Global Income R Acc ‡@ 156.90
Global Income R Inc ‡@ 103.02
Global Select R Acc ‡@ 149.28
High Income R Inc ‡@
65.46
Income R Acc ‡@
474.52
Income R Inc ‡@
212.08
Monthly Dist R Inc ‡@
69.22
Strategic Assets R Acc ‡ 72.66
Strategic Bond R M Acc ‡@99.08
Strategic Bond R M Inc ‡@ 53.53
Strategic Bond R Q Acc ‡@ 98.90
Strategic Bond R Q Inc ‡@ 53.48
UK Growth R Acc ‡@
641.40
UK Smaller Cos R Acc ‡@1825.22
UK Special Sits R Acc ‡@ 634.80

…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…

-34.28
-0.48
-0.46
-5.42
+0.32
-3.97
-0.40
-0.26
-1.33
-0.11
-8.29
-3.70
+0.10
-1.11
+0.20
+0.11
+0.20
+0.11
-12.35
-25.51
-11.48

3.21
1.29
1.30
…
1.42
…
2.47
2.55
…
5.06
3.57
3.67
…
…
2.21
2.24
2.21
2.23
1.18
0.85
1.07

AXA FRAMLINGTON UNIT MGMT LTD
Dling: 0845 602 1952 Priv Clients: 0845 777 5511
Equity Inc ‡@
572.40
Gilt Acc @
201.30
Gilt Inc @
74.35
Health Acc ‡@
2725.00
Jap Smlr Co Ac @
62.56
Managed Inc ‡@
138.30
Monthly Inc Inc ‡@
239.50
UK Growth Inc ‡@
214.90
UK Select Opps Inc ‡@ 1895.00
UK Sml Cos Inc ‡@
303.00

…
211.80
78.24
…
66.09
…
…
…
…
…

-2.70
+0.10
-0.39
-31.00
-0.19
…
-3.30
-4.30
-35.00
-5.60

4.43
1.08
1.09
…
0.30
4.20
…
0.48
0.67
…

AXA FUND MANAGERS LTD
Admin & Enq 0117 989 0808
AXA Trusts
Gen Acc ‡@
Gen Inc ‡@

2101.00
1079.00

…
…

+6.00
-2.00

2.64
…

…
…
…
…
…

…
+0.24
-4.50
+0.50
-7.00

1.18
…
…
1.43
2.21

…
…
…
…

-2.40
-9.90
-11.70
-2.40

…
0.77
1.57
…

Corporate Bond ‡@
Ethical ‡@
European ‡@
Far Eastern ‡
Fund of Inv Tst ‡@
Intl Gwth ‡
Japanese ‡
North Amer ‡
Smaller Cos ‡@
Special Sits ‡@
UK Equity Inc ‡@
UK FTSE 100 IT ‡@
UK FTSE All-S IT ‡@
UK Growth ‡@

36.33
107.70
100.80
114.70
128.00
120.70
66.43
145.00
111.30
44.72
84.64
64.40
73.56
77.15

…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…

+0.19
-1.00
-1.10
-1.50
-3.50
-1.00
+0.59
-1.00
-0.60
-0.79
-1.46
-1.20
-1.37
-1.32

…
…
…
1.69
0.21
…
1.42
…
0.47
1.45
…
…
…
2.92

HSBC GLOBAL ASSET MGMT (UK) LTD
Enq: 0845 745 6123 Dlg: 0845 745 6126 Mon-Fri 8-6
HSBC Index Tracker Investment Funds (OEIC)
Amer Ind Acc ‡@
Amer Ind Inc ‡@
Euro Ind Acc ‡@
Euro Ind Inc ‡@
FTSE 100 Ind Acc ‡@
FTSE 100 Ind Inc ‡@
FTSE 250 Ind Acc ‡@
FTSE 250 Ind Inc ‡@
FTSE All-S Acc ‡@
FTSE All-S Inc ‡@
Jap Ind Acc ‡@
Jap Ind Inc ‡@
Pac Ind Acc ‡@
Pac Ind Inc ‡@

879.59
713.78
1046.12
685.35
254.38
119.41
280.78
177.46
654.34
341.83
134.31
107.12
494.46
319.47

…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…

-16.44
-13.34
-13.80
-9.04
-5.88
-2.77
-5.61
-3.55
-11.66
-6.10
+1.10
+0.89
-8.17
-5.27

…
…
1.82
1.77
…
…
1.56
1.52
…
…
1.59
1.59
2.04
2.04

HSBC Investment Funds (OEIC) - Retail Share Class
Balanced Acc ‡@
242.46
Balanced Inc ‡@
151.95
Corp Bd Acc ‡@
289.42
Corp Bd Inc ‡@
115.08
Gilt & Fd Int Acc ‡@
497.78
Gilt & Fd Int Inc ‡@
74.17
Income Acc ‡@
656.84
Income Inc ‡@
281.68
Monthly Inc Acc ‡@
313.41
Monthly Inc Inc ‡@
129.47
UK Grth & Inc Ret B Acc ‡@134.87
UK Grth & Inc Ret B Inc ‡@62.16
UK Gth & Inc Acc ‡@
134.87
UK Gth & Inc Inc ‡@
62.16

…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…

-1.48
-0.14
+1.43
+0.57
+1.62
+0.24
-11.45
-4.91
+0.77
-1.21
-2.01
-0.92
-2.01
-0.92

…
…
2.82
2.87
1.19
1.58
…
…
3.21
…
…
…
…
…

Sell

Buy

+/-

Yld
%

Enhanced Natural Resources A Acc ‡@134.24
Global Bond A Acc ‡@
139.30
Global Bond A Inc ‡@
109.33
Global Bond I Gross Inc ‡@1167.00
Global Dynamic A Acc ‡@ 188.83
Global Energy A Acc ‡@ 170.97
Global Equity A Acc ‡@ 215.09
Global Franchise A Acc ‡@287.63
Global Free Enterprise A Acc ‡@1162.27
Global Gold A Acc ‡@
196.63
Global Special Situations A Acc ‡@279.93
Global Special Situations A Inc ‡@216.52
Managed Growth A Acc ‡@281.89
Monthly High Income A Acc ‡@243.45
Monthly High Income A Inc ‡@63.17
Multi-Asset Protector A Acc ‡@167.01
Strategic Bond A Acc ‡@ 244.54
Strategic Bond A Inc ‡@ 119.47
Target Return A Acc ‡@ 102.03
Target Return A Inc ‡@ 87.63
UK Alpha A Acc ‡@
2537.98
UK Blue Chip A Acc ‡@ 770.11
UK Smaller Companies A Acc ‡@5351.68
UK Smaller Companies A Inc ‡@4800.12
UK Special Situations A Acc ‡@1211.53
UK Special Situations A Inc ‡@443.23

…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…

-1.25
+4.03
+3.00
+29.78
-2.97
-1.14
-2.48
-1.04
-21.13
-3.30
-3.39
-2.63
+0.20
+0.43
+0.01
-0.38
+0.19
+0.09
+0.44
+0.01
-39.68
+3.15
-117.80
-105.66
-13.29
-4.87

…
0.82
0.82
1.25
…
…
…
…
…
0.43
…
…
…
3.54
5.01
…
1.96
3.32
0.82
0.87
…
…
…
…
0.35
0.35

UK Higher Inc A Acc ‡@
UK Higher Inc A Inc ‡
UK Sm Cos A Acc ‡@
UK Str Eq Inc A Acc ‡@
UK Str Eq Inc A Inc ‡@
US A Acc ‡@
US Sm Cos A Acc ‡@

Sell

Buy

+/-

Yld
%

1132.00
531.30
579.30
194.70
99.44
1036.00
798.40

…
…
…
…
…
…
…

+7.00
+2.00
-13.20
-3.50
-1.76
+25.00
-18.70

…
…
0.29
…
…
…
…

…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…

+0.28
-0.93
-31.23
-9.75
-52.58
-8.22
-3.23
+2.74
+4.18
+1.31
+2.64
-3.32
-1.63

…
2.16
…
…
…
0.46
3.67
…
…
…
…
0.49
…

JUPITER UT MGRS LTD
020 7581 3020
Absolute Return ‡@
36.70
Distribution and Growth ‡@95.43
Emg Euro Opps ‡@
145.34
Euro Special Sits ‡@
409.30
European ‡@
2619.59
Financial Opps ‡@
686.48
Income Trust ‡@
486.65
Merlin Bal (Acc) ‡@
223.16
Merlin Gwth (Acc) ‡
516.87
Merlin Inc (Acc) ‡
339.13
Merlin Wwide (Inc) ‡
366.13
UK Growth ‡@
238.05
UK Special Sits (Inc) ‡@ 192.69

LEGAL & GENERAL (UT MGRS) LTD
Enquiries: 0870 050 0955 Dealing: 0870 050 0956
For ISIS Asset Mgmt see F&C Fd Mgmt Ltd (OEICS)
JANUS HENDERSON INVESTORS
Investors Serv: 0800 832 832 Dlng: 0845 946 4646
All Stks Credit A Inc ‡@ 127.80
Asian Div Inc U Trst Inc ‡@85.24
Cautious Man Fd A Acc ‡@285.50
Cautious Man Fd A Inc ‡@143.60
China Opp Fund A Acc ‡@1227.00
Emg Mkts Opps Fd A Acc ‡@196.70
Erpn Grth Fund A Acc ‡@ 267.00
Erpn Sel Opps Fd A Acc ‡@2009.00
Fix Int Mnthly Inc Fd Acc ‡@30.44
Global Equity Fund Acc ‡@4163.00

…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…

+0.60
-0.98
-1.60
-0.80
-11.00
-3.20
-3.30
-28.00
+0.09
-27.00

1.58
…
…
…
…
…
…
0.29
4.27
…

Equity Acc @
Equity Dist @
Euro Ind Acc ‡@
Euro Ind Inc ‡@
Fixed Int Acc ‡@
Fixed Int Dist ‡@
Glob Gwth Acc @
Glob Health Acc ‡@
Glob Tech Acc ‡@
Gwth Tst Acc @
High Inc Acc ‡@
Japan Ind Acc ‡@
Pacific Ind Acc ‡@
UK 100 Ind Acc @
UK Active Opps Acc @

2616.00
893.80
462.80
310.70
144.30
68.88
243.90
103.10
87.90
106.00
126.00
65.77
198.70
180.90
249.90

2639.00
902.00
…
…
…
…
243.90
…
…
106.50
…
…
…
180.90
252.90

-8.00
-2.70
-5.90
-3.90
+0.80
+0.39
-1.30
-1.00
-0.63
-1.00
-0.10
+0.49
-3.20
+0.90
-0.10

…
…
…
…
1.65
1.67
1.15
…
0.09
0.17
5.18
1.48
2.27
3.19
…

Euro Acc A ‡@
Extra Inc Inc B ‡@
Global Gwth Acc R ‡@
Japan Acc A ‡@
Pac Gwth Acc A ‡@

234.70
86.74
281.60
157.90
502.30

CIS UNIT MANAGERS LTD
08457 46 46 46
European Gwth ‡@
Sus Leaders ‡@
UK Growth ‡@
UK Income ‡@

184.50
733.50
589.40
213.50

CLOSE FUND MANAGEMENT LTD
0870 606 6402
Beacon Inv ‡

84.88

…

+0.35

0.01

Dealing: 020 7426 6232
Winchester ‡

3485.64

…

-179.13

0.36

…
…
…
…
…
…

-3.50
-3.90
+0.23
-3.70
-0.70
-5.20

…
0.07
3.42
0.89
…
0.81

EDENTREE INV MGMT LTD
0800 358 3010
Amity European A ‡
Amity International A ‡
Amity Sterling Bond A ‡
Amity UK A Inc ‡
Higher Income A ‡
UK Equity Growth A ‡

292.20
311.10
95.12
217.60
129.50
270.70

…
…
…
…
…
…
12.43
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…

+0.20
-1.40
-17.00
+0.05
-7.20
-1.60
+0.01
…
…
…
-4.10
-4.10
+0.10
-51.00
…
…
-17.00

…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…

-16.44
-13.34
-0.07
-0.06
+0.27
+0.22
+4.05
+3.39

322.55
262.17
393.13
99.69
403.88
475.71
331.53
83.98
275.04
49.06
130.89
71.96
95.54
498.71
756.24
628.94

340.42
276.69
414.92
…
426.26
502.07
349.90
88.64
290.28
51.78
138.15
76.96
100.84
526.34
798.14
663.79

-3.34
-0.93
-1.40
-0.89
-3.57
-4.21
-3.09
-0.29
-0.92
-0.03
-0.06
+0.17
-0.11
-2.81
+1.64
+1.36

Well Bldr Bal Acc ‡@
Well Bldr Gwth Acc ‡@

96.05
93.79

…
…

-0.32
-0.36

…
…

UK Str Inc N/Trl ‡@
1.69
…
…
1.75
…
…
5.44
2.54
3.18
3.37
…
…
0.72
0.32
…
…
…

323.57

…

-0.12

7.05

INVESCO PERPETUAL Funds
Childrens Acc ‡@
447.17
Corp Bond Acc ‡@
210.28
High Income Inc ‡@
312.46
Income & Grth Inc ‡@
405.92
Income Inc ‡@
1213.09
Money Acc ‡@
90.85
Monthly Inc Plus Inc ‡@ 98.40
UK Aggressive Inc ‡@
154.28
UK Growth Acc ‡@
829.27
UK Sml Cos Eqty Acc ‡@ 1505.74
UK Sml Cos Gwth ‡@
82.54

…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…

-5.45
+0.84
-2.66
-4.52
-13.77
-0.01
+0.06
-0.24
-12.22
-24.65
+0.04

…
2.27
…
1.25
1.84
…
…
3.15
…
…
…

INVESTEC FUND MGRS
Broker Support and Dealing: 020 7597 1900
OEIC Series i,ii,iii, & iv
FIDELITY INTERNATIONAL
Private Clnts 0800 414161 Broker Dlgs 0800 414181
Amer Spec Sits ‡@
American ‡@
Euro Opps ‡@
European ‡@
Extra Income ‡@
Glob Spec Sits ‡@
Global Focus ‡@
International ‡@
Japan ‡@
Moneybldr Bal ‡@
Moneybldr Glob
Moneybldr Gwth ‡@
Moneybldr Inc ‡@
Moneybldr UK Ind ‡@

2326.00
4831.00
509.30
3002.00
25.38
5362.00
2718.00
149.50
518.80
46.30
327.60
76.12
33.67
119.74

…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
327.60
…
…
…

-13.00
-101.00
-8.20
-36.00
+0.08
-65.00
-43.00
+0.20
+5.40
-0.23
-0.10
-0.95
+0.16
-2.15

…
…
…
…
4.41
…
…
…
0.53
…
0.21
…
3.79
…

American A Acc ‡@
596.89
Asia ex Japan A Acc ‡@ 711.50
Capital Accumulator A Acc ‡@231.48
Cautious Managed A Acc ‡@381.36
Cautious Managed A Inc ‡@243.64
Diversified Growth A Acc ‡@128.33
Diversified Growth A Inc ‡@136.72
Diversified Income A Acc ‡@320.19
Diversified Income A Inc ‡@70.37
Emerging Mkts Blended Debt A Acc ‡@111.53
Emerging Mkts Blended Debt A Acc Gross ‡@125.82
Emerging Mkts Blended Debt A Inc ‡@68.05
Emerging Mkts Equity A Acc ‡@155.62
Emrg Mkts Local Curr Debt A Acc ‡@172.88
Emrg Mkts Local Curr Debt A Inc ‡@71.55
Emrg Mkts Local Curr Debt Gross I Acc ‡@220.49

…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…

-7.06
-12.87
-3.81
-2.17
-1.38
-0.51
-0.53
-0.21
-0.05
+0.39
+0.20
+0.24
-1.82
+1.22
+0.50
-0.05

…
…
…
1.87
1.83
0.57
0.60
2.35
3.82
3.97
4.21
5.96
0.23
4.21
6.20
5.42

Dev Opp Fund F Acc ‡@ 674.14
Dev Opp Fund I Acc ‡@ 671.73
Glob Bal Inc F F Acc ‡@ 940.68
Glob Bal Inc F F Inc ‡@ 907.67
Glob Bal Inc F I Acc ‡@ 940.00
Glob Bal Inc F I Inc ‡@ 906.96
Glob Bal Sust F F Acc ‡@ 939.80
Glob Bal Sust F F Inc ‡@ 933.92
Glob Bal Sust F I Acc ‡@ 939.11
Glob Bal Sust F I Inc ‡@ 933.77
Glob Br Eq Inc Fund F Inc ‡@1296.70
Glob Br Eq Inc Fund I Acc ‡@1738.21
Glob Br Eq Inc Fund I Inc ‡@1391.56
Glob Br Fund I Acc (PH) ‡@1504.59
Glob Br Fund I Acc (PH) ‡@12992.11
Glob Br Fund I Inc (PH) ‡@1446.47
Glob Br Fund I Inc (PH) ‡@3582.90
Glob Ins Fund F Acc ‡@ 449.26
Glob Ins Fund F Inc ‡@ 449.26
Glob Ins Fund I Acc ‡@ 448.11
Glob Ins Fund I Inc ‡@ 448.11
Glob Sust Fund F Acc (PH) ‡@1114.30
Glob Sust Fund F Inc ‡@ 1198.71
Glob Sust Fund I Acc ‡@ 1209.23
Glob Sust Fund I Acc (PH) ‡@1115.29
Glob Sustain Fund F Acc ‡@1214.23
Stg Corp Bond F F Acc ‡@ 129.31
Stg Corp Bond F F Inc ‡@ 104.67
Stg Corp Bond F I Acc ‡@2753.34
Stg Corp Bond F I Inc ‡@1480.83
Sust Fixed Inc Opps F F Acc ‡@942.06
Sust Fixed Inc Opps F F Inc ‡@922.54
Sust Fixed Inc Opps F I Acc ‡@939.39
Sust Fixed Inc Opps F I Inc ‡@922.28
US Adv F F Acc ‡@
1286.99
US Adv F F Acc (PH) ‡@ 738.36
US Adv F I Acc ‡@
1372.47
US Adv F I Acc (PH) ‡@ 775.16

Bal Pfolio Inc ‡@
Bal Port Gwth Acc ‡@
Equity Inc Inc ‡@
N&P UK Gwth Inc ‡@
Stkmkt 100 Tkr @
UK Growth Acc ‡@
UK Growth Inc ‡@

110.50
233.50
208.40
182.80
245.40
448.20
244.40

1777.00
584.69
380.56
41.85
2762.93
905.12
1983.00
1318.88
1227.65
561.71

…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…

-21.75
-21.68
-3.27
-3.16
-3.27
-3.15
+0.32
+0.31
+0.31
+0.32
-3.55
-4.77
-3.81
-17.43
-36.51
-16.75
-10.07
-28.94
-28.94
-28.87
-28.87
-16.98
-7.53
-7.60
-16.89
-7.62
+0.70
+0.56
+14.90
+8.01
-0.34
-0.33
-0.35
-0.33
-73.98
-51.67
-78.91
-54.19

…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
3.88
3.86
3.96
0.63
0.58
0.63
…
…
…
…
…
0.50
0.47
0.36
0.38
0.47
2.61
2.64
…
…
…
…
1.60
1.62
…
…
…
…

…
…
…
…
245.40
…
…

+0.40
+1.40
+1.80
+0.10
+1.70
+3.60
+1.90

2.41
…
5.29
…
…
3.03
3.10

1873.48
617.09
400.59
41.85
2908.99
955.27
2092.88
1391.96
1295.67
592.83

+4.40
-0.73
+0.02
+0.43
-21.63
-15.85
+6.23
-22.76
-7.28
-9.71

237.60
207.10
152.00
280.20
266.60

…
…
…
…
…

0.78
1.42
0.75
0.56
1.11
0.61
0.24
2.65
…
2.71

+0.80
+0.30
+0.30
+1.30
+1.10

…
0.43
0.60
…
…

…

…

+4.90
+2.50

…
…

+1.00
+0.30
-4.10
+0.10
+0.06
-1.60
-0.60
…
+0.80
+0.36
-1.10
-5.00

1.40
1.41
…
4.38
4.48
…
…
…
2.31
2.34
3.21
2.35

Overseas Growth Investment Funds
Eur Sel Gth A Acc ‡@

3230.00

…

Tracker and Specialist Investment Funds
UK Trkr A Acc ‡@
UK Trkr A Inc ‡@

359.20
183.80

…
…

UK and Income Investment Funds

Global Equity Income A Inc ‡@64.40
Global Tech A Acc ‡@ 2738.00
Instl UK Idx Opps A Acc ‡@106.11
M-Asset Abs Ret A Acc ‡@163.10
M-Man Active Fd A Acc ‡@254.20
M-Man Inc Grth A Inc ‡@ 151.50
M-Man Inc Grth Fd A Acc ‡@189.60
Sterling Bond U Trst Acc ‡@225.70
Sterling Bond U Trst Inc ‡@62.46
Strategic Bond A Inc ‡@ 113.40
UK Abs Ret Fd A Acc ‡@ 162.60
UK Alpha Fund A Acc ‡@ 137.10
UK Irsh Sm Co Fd A Acc ‡@742.50
UK Property A Acc @
264.95
UK Property A Inc @
105.80
US Growth Fund A Acc ‡@1612.00

…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
278.15
111.07
…

-0.37
-49.00
-1.89
-0.30
-1.00
+0.20
+0.30
+1.00
+0.30
+0.50
-1.00
-3.30
-1.70
+0.01
…
-35.00

2.95
…
2.58
0.65
…
…
…
1.21
1.22
3.20
…
0.32
…
2.62
2.67
…

UK Index Acc ‡@
UK Index Dist ‡@
US Ind Acc ‡@
Worldwide Acc ‡@

321.70
158.10
781.40
329.60

…
…
…
…

-5.60
-2.80
-7.10
-3.90

…
…
…
…

1496.06

…

-23.47

UK Trkr B Acc ‡@
UK Trkr B Inc ‡@
…

Sterling Class A Investment Funds 1
Euro Smlr Cos Acc ‡
Euro Smlr Cos Inc ‡

525.29
462.50

…
…

-3.39
-3.00

…
0.69

Asia A Acc ‡@
247.10
Emerging Mkts ‡@
240.00
Eur Dyn (ex-UK) A Acc ‡@258.20
Euro Smllr Cos ‡@
862.00
Europe A Acc ‡@
1646.00
Gbl Hi Yld Bd A Acc ‡@ 118.30
Gbl Hi Yld Bd A Inc ‡@
31.57
Gl ex-UK Bd A Acc ‡@ 265.80
Gl ex-UK Bd A Inc ‡@
203.50
Glb Fins A Acc ‡@
1077.00
Global A Acc ‡@
1871.00
Japan A Acc ‡@
497.40
Multi-Man Tst A Acc ‡@ 1215.00
Multi-Man Tst A Inc ‡@ 1079.00
Nat Resources ‡@
935.90
New Europe A ‡@
155.70
Portfolio ‡@
299.90
Stg Corp Bd A Acc ‡@
94.40
Stg Corp Bd A Inc ‡@
53.40
UK Act 350 A Acc ‡@
199.00
UK Dynamic Acc ‡@
200.50
UK Dynamic Inc ‡@
145.40
UK Equity A Acc ‡@
401.90
UK Equity A Inc ‡@
46.44
UK Eqy & Bd Inc Acc ‡@ 167.10
UK Eqy & Bd Inc Inc ‡@ 90.29

…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…

-4.30
-4.10
-3.30
-15.00
-25.00
…
…
+1.10
+0.90
+1.00
-24.00
-0.60
-32.00
-29.00
+1.30
+12.00
-1.60
+0.43
+0.25
-2.20
-4.30
-3.10
+0.60
+0.07
-0.20
-0.48

…
…
0.46
…
1.31
4.66
4.80
…
…
1.03
…
…
…
…
2.47
…
1.10
1.16
1.14
…
1.66
1.61
3.45
…
3.41
3.50

Extra Income Inc ‡
714.78
Gilt & Fxd Int Inc ‡
92.28
Gl Hi Yd Bd Inc ‡
41.31
Index Linked Bd Inc ‡
155.04
Index Trckr Inc ‡
73.31
Short Dated Corp Bd Inc ‡ 25.33
UK Select A Inc ‡
2743.48

…
…
…
…
…
…
…

-7.87
+0.98
-0.06
+3.75
-1.32
+0.02
-60.04

…
0.87
…
…
…
1.19
2.17

+0.18
-0.84
-2.16
-7.30

2.71
5.13
…
1.90

-1.12

2.07

Sterling Class A Investment Funds 3
Corp Bd A Inc ‡
Dividend Inc ‡
Recovery A Inc ‡
Sml Cos Inc ‡

37.15
53.48
107.86
357.56

…
…
…
…

Sterling Class A Investment Funds 4
Episode Allocation A Inc ‡@134.02

…

MARKS & SPENCER UNIT TRUST LTD
0808 005 5555
High Income
High Income Acc
UK 100 Comp Acc @
UK 100 Cos @
UK Select Pflo @
UK Selection Port Acc @
Worldwide Mgd Acc @
Wwide Mgd @

94.05
254.80
422.00
213.80
323.30
647.40
936.20
555.00

94.05
254.80
422.00
213.80
323.30
647.40
936.20
555.00

396.30
182.70

…
…

+5.40
+2.50

…
…

+0.90
+0.30
-0.30
…

…
…
…
…

-0.80
…

3.78
…

UK and Income Investment Funds
Corp Bond B Acc ‡@
370.70
Corp Bond B Inc ‡@
136.30
UK Gwth B Acc ‡@
205.60
UK Sel Gwth B Acc ‡@ 2481.00

…
…
…
…

OEIC C Class
UK and Income Investment Funds

Sterling Class A Investment Funds 2

JP MORGAN ASSET MGMT
OEIC

…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…

OEIC B Class
Tracker and Specialist Investment Funds

M & G SECURITIES
Enq: 0800 390 390 Dealing Line: 0800 328 3196
Authorised Inv Funds
Charifund Inc ‡

Corp Bond A Acc ‡@
315.70
Corp Bond A Inc ‡@
119.20
Envir Invtr A Acc ‡
359.00
Hi Inc Bond A Ac ‡@
233.30
Hi Inc Bond A Inc ‡@
72.24
Hi Res A Acc ‡@
367.30
Hi Res A Inc ‡@
118.30
Safety Plus A Acc ‡@
40.49
Strat Inc A Acc ‡@
203.20
Strat Inc A Inc ‡@
91.76
UK Gwth A Acc ‡@
183.00
UK Sel Gwth A Acc ‡@ 2074.00

+0.20
+0.60
+1.60
+0.80
+1.40
+2.90
-5.30
-3.20

4.42
4.32
…
…
…
…
…
…

UK Gth C Inc ‡@
121.50
UK Sel Gwth C Acc ‡@ 2598.00

…
…

STANDARD LIFE INVESTMENTS
0845 279 3003
Investment Funds (OEIC) - Retail Shares
AAA Inc CAT Acc ‡@
AAA Inc CAT Inc ‡@
AAA Income Acc ‡@
Amer Eq Gth Acc ‡@
Corp Bond Acc ‡@
Corp Bond Inc ‡@
Euro Eq Gth Acc ‡@
Glb Advtg CAT Acc ‡@
Glob Advtg Acc ‡@
Glob Eq Uncstrd Acc ‡@
Higher Inc Acc ‡@
Higher Inc Inc ‡@
Japan Eq Gth Acc ‡@
Managed Acc ‡@
Select Inc Acc ‡@
Select Inc Inc ‡@
UK Eq Gth Acc ‡@
UK Eq Hi Alpha ‡@
UK Eq Hi Inc Acc ‡@
UK Eq Hi Inc Inc ‡@
UK Ethical Acc ‡@
UK Opps Acc ‡@
UK Opps Inc ‡@
UK Smlr Cos Acc ‡@

95.15
54.09
103.30
203.50
171.10
58.67
221.30
147.40
194.70
144.50
143.10
46.17
127.40
344.10
93.61
53.00
340.30
209.90
258.80
73.32
188.10
237.40
215.80
838.00

…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…

+0.34
+0.20
+0.40
-0.10
+1.00
+0.34
-3.30
-0.80
-1.10
-1.10
+0.20
+0.07
…
-1.30
+0.50
+0.28
-6.40
-3.90
-4.80
-1.37
-3.50
-7.10
-6.40
-20.70

Sell

Buy

+/-

Yld
%

…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…

-1.71
-1.54
-0.54
-0.47
-5.76
-5.22
-5.46
-2.24
-0.28
-0.11

0.88
0.88
1.36
1.37
…
…
0.76
1.31
3.52
3.61

SVS BROWN SHIPLEY FUNDS
Enquiries: 0141 222 1151

SANTANDER UNIT TST MGRS
08457 413002

Bal Port A Acc ‡@
Caut Port A Acc ‡@
Caut Port A Inc ‡@
Opps Port A Acc ‡@
Prog Port A Acc ‡@

…
1.52
…
4.77
…
2.24
…
4.43
4.32
…
0.66
…
0.58
1.34
0.15
0.21

INSIGHT INVESTMENT FDS MANAGEMENT LTD
Client Servs: 0207 163 4000
Insight Investment Multi-Manager Funds

Yld
%

SCOTTISH WIDOWS UNIT TRUST MGRS
0845 300 2244
Authorised Inv Funds (OEICs)
OEIC A Class
Managed Investment Funds

IGNIS ASSET MGMT
Dlg: 0141 222 8282
American Gth Inc @
Balanced Growth @
Balanced Growth Acc @
Corporate Bond ‡@
European Growth @
European Growth Acc @
Glob Gwth @
Higher Yield @
Higher Yield Acc @
Japan @
Managed @
Managed Trust @
Mngd Pfolio Inc @
Pacific Grth @
Smaller Comp @
Smaller Cos @

+/-

MORGAN STANLEY INVESTMENT MGMT LTD
Enquires: 0800 0961 962
The Morgan Stanley Funds (UK)
Class A Shares
Equity

European Inc
Far Eastern Inc
Intl Growth Inc
Japanese Inc
Mutual European
Mutual Far Eastern
Mutual North Am
Mutual UK Eq
Nth American Inc
UK Equity Inc

…
…
…
…
0.40
0.34
…
…

INVESCO FUND MGRS LTD
Dling: 0800 085 8571 Inv Serv: 0800 085 8677
Brkr Serv: 0800 028 2121
INVESCO Funds

F & C FUND MANAGEMENT LTD (OEICS)
Enqs: 0870 601 6183 Dealing: 0870 601 6083
Share Class 1 - Retail
Corporate Bd ‡@
54.51
Emerging Mkts ‡@
120.00
Euro Gwth & Inc 1 ‡@ 1076.00
Extra Inc Bond ‡@
45.22
FTSE All-Shr Track ‡@ 403.90
Global Gwth SC1 ‡@
288.20
High Inc Trst @
11.80
Max Inc Bond ‡@
44.13
Multi Man Caut ‡@
70.41
Multi Man Distr ‡@
60.44
North Amer ‡@
815.00
Pacific Gwth ‡@
480.30
Strategic Bd ‡@
198.90
UK Equity ‡@
3166.00
UK Gwth & Inc Acc 1 ‡@ 658.50
UK Gwth & Inc Dist ‡@ 234.70
UK Smaller Cos ‡@
1042.00

American Index Retail Acc ‡@879.59
American Index Retail Inc ‡@713.78
Asian Gth Acc ‡@
147.77
Asian Gth Inc ‡@
130.99
Chinese Eq Acc ‡@
513.81
Chinese Eq Inc ‡@
434.76
Euro Gth Acc ‡@
973.97
Euro Gth Inc ‡@
817.05

Buy

SCOTTISH MUTUAL INV MNGRS LTD
0141 248 6100

HSBC Specialist Investment Funds (OEIC)
UK/Global Investment Companies

Sell

…
…
1.40
…
…
…
0.28
…
…
…
4.14
4.20
…
0.29
2.21
2.20
…
3.05
3.82
3.94
1.35
0.05
0.05
…

Balanced A Acc ‡@
Balanced A Inc ‡@
Cautious A Acc ‡@
Cautious A Inc ‡@
Dynamic A Acc ‡@
Dynamic A Inc ‡@
Growth A Acc ‡@
Income A Acc ‡@
Sterling Bond Acc ‡@
Sterling Bond Inc ‡@

132.66
119.38
112.18
98.28
317.33
287.32
329.42
245.83
242.37
97.00

THREADNEEDLE INVESTMENTS
Client Serv: 0800 0683000
Intermediary Serv: 0800 0684000
Institutional Shares (Class 2) (500000 GBP)
Threadneedle UK Eq Opps Ins Inc ‡@116.85

…

-1.80

0.93

…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…
…

+0.07
-0.81
+0.27
+0.27
+0.42
+0.01
-1.26
-1.38
-2.57
-0.79
-1.61
-10.03

3.83
…
…
…
0.75
2.33
3.13
…
…
…
1.00
…

805.70
219.40

-13.70
+1.00

…
…

Retail Shares (Class 1)
Threadneedle HY Bd Rtl Inc ‡@37.78
Threadneedle Mthly Etr Inc Rtl Inc ‡@78.46
Threadneedle SterlingCorpBd Ins Inc ‡@59.45
Threadneedle SterlingCorpBd Rtl Inc ‡@59.34
Threadneedle Stg Bd Ret Inc ‡@54.77
Threadneedle Strat Bd Ret ‡@43.62
Threadneedle UK Eq Inc Rtl Inc ‡@93.61
Threadneedle UK Growth & Inc Rtl Inc ‡@87.68
Threadneedle UK Insti Rtl ‡@171.53
Threadneedle UK Mthly Inc Rtl Inc ‡@66.80
Threadneedle UK Rtl Inc ‡@125.55
Threadneedle UK Smaller Coms Rtl Inc ‡@379.56

For Resolution see Ignis
TU FUND MANAGERS LIMITED
British
European

805.70
210.70

* Yield expressed as CAR (Compound Annual Return);
† Ex dividend; ‡Middle price; . . . No significant data. #
Periodic charge deducted from capital; @ Exit charge

British funds
12 month
High
Low

Stock

Price
(£)

+/–

Int Yld Grs rd
%
yld

Index-linked
109.44 106.12
379.34 355.20
111.98 107.52
120.56 112.54
135.63 124.48
130.64 118.88
132.52 119.57
141.65 124.90
402.06 366.57
161.90 140.26
160.29 136.43
324.74 283.33
161.43 132.48
186.89 152.26
169.23 134.81
186.19 146.66
180.53 138.91
199.86 152.54
188.86 140.70
196.96 142.69
229.64 164.63
209.00 146.23
232.71 161.39
231.36 155.44
306.14 203.11
248.27 157.00
256.47 159.34
297.03 177.70
309.47 174.72
335.00 182.98
395.45 203.10

Tr IL 1Y% 22
Tr IL 2K% 24 *
Tr IL 0V% 24
Tr IL 0V% 26
Tr IL 1N% 27
Tr IL 0V% 28
Tr IL 0V% 29
Tr IL 0V% 31
Tr IL 4V% 30 *
Tr IL 1N% 32
Tr IL 0O% 34
Tr IL 2% 35 *
Tr IL 0V% 36
Tr IL 1V% 37
Tr IL 0V% 39
Tr IL 0X% 40
Tr IL 0V% 41
Tr IL 0X% 42
Tr IL 0V% 44
Tr IL 0V% 46
Tr IL 0O% 47
Tr IL 0V% 48
Tr IL 0K% 50
Tr IL 0N% 52
Tr IL 1N% 55
Tr IL 0V% 56
Tr IL 0V% 58
Tr IL 0W% 62
Tr IL 0V% 65
Tr IL 0V% 68
Tr IL 0V% 73

107.13
379.34
111.01
116.00
127.85
122.62
123.75
131.00
387.40
147.43
143.84
299.39
140.79
161.62
143.81
156.71
149.41
164.36
152.69
156.05
180.06
161.08
178.17
173.16
226.39
177.31
180.37
202.80
202.42
213.71
241.15

+ .05
+2.31
+ .58
+1.27
+1.90
+2.13
+2.34
+3.12
+7.88
+3.74
+3.93
+8.23
+4.50
+5.11
+4.76
+5.30
+5.49
+6.08
+6.08
+6.57
+7.62
+7.24
+8.20
+8.60
+11.45
+1.20
+1.60
+12.79
+14.20
+15.70
+19.59

1.80 –10.94
1.43 –4.53
… –5.42
… –3.69
1.07 –3.30
… –3.13
… –2.97
… –2.79
1.67 –2.81
0.85 –2.63
… –2.42
0.81 –2.27
… –2.24
0.73 –2.19
… –2.04
… –2.00
… –1.97
0.38 –1.92
… –1.83
… –1.76
0.42 –1.73
… –1.71
… –1.69
… –1.64
0.61 –1.59
… –1.56
… –1.54
… –1.50
… –1.52
… –1.56
… –1.64

Longs (Over 15 years)
147.98 124.46 Tr 4N% 36
113.52
93.68 Tr 1O% 37
163.31 135.27 Tr 4O% 38
103.54
84.40 Tr 1V% 39
156.78 129.03 Tr 4N% 39
159.73 130.39 Tr 4N% 40
106.42
84.31 Tr 1N% 41
147.71 117.04 Tr 3N% 44
169.96 137.09 Tr 4K% 42
154.93 122.04 Tr 3K% 45
175.82 137.73 Tr 4N% 46
99.79
74.99 Tr 0Y% 46
114.76
86.03 Tr 1K% 47
122.26
90.86 Tr 1O% 49
185.65 141.84 Tr 4N% 49
95.59
67.42 Tr 0X% 50
220.50 149.70 Tr 0V% 51
111.21
79.78 Tr 1N% 51
180.27 134.69 Tr 3O% 52
120.44
85.48 Tr 1K% 53
124.61
87.99 Tr 1X% 54
205.69 150.70 Tr 4N% 55
132.79
91.26 Tr 1O% 57
213.01 150.35 Tr 4% 60
96.16
58.58 Tr 0K% 61
173.16 113.72 Tr 2K% 65
219.03 144.35 Tr 3K% 68
149.85
89.48 Tr 1X% 71

128.23
97.06
139.71
87.80
133.40
134.98
88.00
121.78
142.15
127.08
143.52
78.95
90.30
95.45
148.06
71.54
166.33
84.35
141.09
90.42
93.05
157.99
96.54
158.02
63.03
120.70
152.99
96.06

+2.19
+1.96
+2.59
+1.96
+2.59
+2.76
+2.22
+2.85
+3.03
+3.01
+3.50
+2.36
+2.65
+2.84
+3.84
+2.55
+8.14
+2.84
+3.97
+3.08
+3.20
+4.66
+3.47
+5.10
+2.97
+4.64
+5.75
+4.40

3.31
…
3.40
…
3.19
…
…
…
3.17
…
2.96
…
…
…
2.87
…
…
…
…
…
…
2.69
…
…
…
…
…
…

1.91
1.97
1.94
1.99
1.97
1.99
2.00
2.01
1.99
2.01
2.00
1.99
1.99
1.97
1.98
1.93
–1.66
1.96
1.94
1.91
1.91
1.90
1.88
1.85
1.82
1.81
1.80
1.74

Mediums (5-15 years)
101.57
98.95 Tr 0O% 23
105.04 100.79 Tr 2N% 23
100.00
97.17 Tr 0V% 24
102.60
98.61 Tr 1% 24
108.57 102.33 Tr 2O% 24
118.24 108.84 Tr 5% 25
101.82
96.61 Tr 0X% 25
107.64 100.83 Tr 2% 25
99.56
94.12 Tr 0V% 26
106.30
98.98 Tr 1K% 26
105.60
97.45 Tr 1N% 27
124.68 112.98 Tr 4N% 27
98.46
90.89 Tr 0V% 28
108.94
99.03 Tr 1X% 28
140.50 126.01 Tr 6% 28
99.77
91.32 Tr 0K% 29
103.32
93.11 Tr 0Y% 29
98.50
88.17 Tr 0W% 30
138.58 122.75 Tr 4O% 30
96.58
85.45 Tr 0N% 31
102.46
90.93 Tr 1% 32
138.01 120.39 Tr 4N% 32
101.40
88.03 Tr 0Y% 33
147.21 125.61 Tr 4K% 34
97.55
82.02 Tr 0X% 35

99.56
101.38
98.11
99.63
103.41
110.18
98.21
102.39
95.84
100.83
99.59
115.23
93.05
101.43
128.56
93.49
95.60
90.66
125.65
87.88
93.56
123.55
90.80
129.10
84.86

+ .13
+ .13
+ .19
+ .21
+ .25
+ .35
+ .38
+ .42
+ .48
+ .54
+ .73
+ .86
+ .84
+ .98
+1.12
+ .99
+1.13
+1.24
+1.51
+1.27
+1.39
+1.69
+1.53
+2.01
+1.67

…
…
…
…
…
4.54
…
…
…
…
…
3.69
…
…
4.67
…
…
…
3.78
…
…
3.44
…
3.49
…

1.12
1.19
1.24
1.20
1.25
1.31
1.22
1.26
1.27
1.30
1.33
1.40
1.39
1.39
1.43
1.52
1.50
1.56
1.54
1.67
1.72
1.70
1.78
1.85
1.93

Shorts (under 5 years)
117.13 108.58 Tr 3O% 21
142.92 135.65 Tr 8% 21
100.60
99.88 Tr 0K% 22
102.25 100.24 Tr 1O% 22
100.19
98.87 Tr 0V% 23
100.26
95.75 Tr 0N% 25
100.41
93.76 Tr 0W% 26

115.83
141.44
99.90
100.24
99.19
97.16
95.61

–
–
+
+
+
+
+

…
5.66
…
…
…
…
…

1.24
1.19
1.00
0.97
1.26
1.32
1.40

.08
.10
…
…
.04
.31
.54

* maturities having an eight-month indexation lag.

This is a paid for information service. For
further details on a particular fund, readers
should contact their fund manager.
Data as shown is
for information
purposes only. No offer is made by Morningstar
or this publication
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Business Equity prices
Dividend yields Please note dividend yields are
supplied by Morningstar. The yield is the sum of a
company’s trailing 12-month dividend payments
divided by the last month’s ending share price
12 month high and low Please note the 12 month high
and low figures for shares supplied by Morningstar are
based on intra-day figures, not closing prices.

12 month
High Low Company

8504

6370 Lond Stk Ex Gp‡ 7220

248K

178N M&G

208

243K

161V Man‡

Price
(p) +/- Yld% P/E

12 month
High Low Company

Price
(p) +/- Yld% P/E

Automobiles & parts
2201

689V Aston Martin Lag

689V –

14V

…

… -9.0

104W EFG-Hermes Hldg

163K –

16N

… 10.5

435

215 EPE Special Oppsv

215

…

… 12.0

914Y

645 FBD‡

811K –

52O

…

72K

…

… 12.9

…

1.7 44.4

177O

… -4.1

90

Banking & finance

83K
725

299
3688
88K
441K
26961X
41
1135
21
412
1702O
458V
300K
1670
217
K
359
49
517
569
90
317
76
560
1645
505
783O
1230O
316W
59K

179 abrdn‡
182 –
2245 Admiral‡
2245 +
53 ADVFNv
76K –
246V AJ Bell
258 –
22541 +
18328X Aon Corpn
21K Appreciate Groupv
26
885
820 Arbuthnot Bkgv‡
14 Argo Groupv
14
218V Ashmore Gp
221 +
1414X Aus New Z
1414X –
370Y Aviva
398 –
214K Banco Santander
224N –
986 Bank of Georgia
1270 –
140K Barclays
145Y –
… Blue Star Capitalv
N
280 BP Marsh&Ptnrsv
280 –
12N –
11O Braveheart Invv
266 Brewin Dolphin
510 –
255W Bridgepoint‡
255W –
53 Cenkos Secsv
67 –
256K Chesnara‡
279 –
40 City of Lon Gpv
40
400 City Lon Inv Gp
421 –
1050 Close Bros
1050 –
219K CMC Markets
270 +
428W Commerzbk
535V +
757 Deutsche Bk
777X –
239K Direct Line Ins‡
244W +
53 Downing ONE VCT
58K

2Y
9
1
1W
46K
…
…
…
W
13K
13
3O
2
1N
…
5
O
4
9O
K
2
…
17
3
K
1N
15K
N
…

8.0
6.7
1.9
2.7
0.6
3.8
1.8
…
7.6
3.9
5.3
2.8
…
2.0
…
0.8
…
2.8
…
5.2
7.8
…
7.8
5.7
11.3
…
…
9.1
4.2

3.9
11.4
13.3
24.1
55.0
11.3
19.5
6.4
7.5
12.8
52.3
5.3
3.9
3.5
5.7
7.7
0.3
27.8
15.9
13.6
9.2
-2.7
9.8
7.8
8.2
27.4
9.9
10.1
7.9

1005
360
65

W Drumzv

67K Fiskev
51K Frenkel Toppingv
458K Georgia Capital

76K
583

765 Gresham Housev‡

910

244 H&T Groupv‡

356

+

–

17

…

3.6

1.5

…

0.6 36.5

8

2.3 11.4

…

10.0 15.3

44K Hansard Global

44K

861O Hargreaves L

861O –

195

142K Helios Underv

175

+

1

567V

359O HSBC

483W –

16

3.3 10.5

945

707 IG Group

707

25

6.1

1772

1482
2379
155W

693 Impaxv
1356 Intermed Cap
86 IPF

–

32V 4.4 15.3
1.7

…

693

+

5

1356

–

17

1.5 22.8
4.1

7.7

86

–

3

2.5

4.8

4.3 22.0

174W

155X Intl Public Pntshp‡

171V +

1

270K Investec

440W +

1X 2.9 11.0

316

281 Investment Co

305

77N IP Group

–

77N –
218K –

365

213K Jarvis Securitiesv

298V

168K Jupiter Fund Mgmt‡ 168K –

111W

75K Just Group‡

7

0.3 10.9

2N 1.2

2.9

1

81

+

1N

10.1

6.2

…

…

725

346K Lancashire Hdgs‡

386

–

7V 2.9

…

238Y Legal & Gen‡

239N –

3W 7.4

7.3

502X Liberty Group

502X –

2X

2485

1048 Liontrust

1724

1226 Big Yellow Group

1227

321

196 Billington Hldgsv

237

+

2.7

8.0

7K

…

1.7 19.2

1436K

232V –

2

3.6

9.3

340

258 Boot (Henry)‡

320

–

12

1.7 17.1

8K

…

2.0

4.3

556W

463 Br Land

487

–

2

3.0 66.7

4K

1V Marechale Capv

2X

…

…

1.2

152K

110 Caledonian Tstv

145

–

5

… 28.9

12673Y – 109K 1.1 28.0

186N

149O Cap & Count Prop

158Y +

892K

133

700 Mattioli Woodsv

725

…

2.9

…

90N

54 Cap & Regnl

55V –

X 0.3 46.7
2O

… -0.4

17N Metal Tigerv

17N –

O

…

6.6

2180

1850 Cardiff Prop

79V Metro Bank

79N –

K

… -0.5

40

22K Carecapitalv

16N 2.7 17.1

183

118K Clarke T‡

153K +

4

2.8 17.2

262

185V CLS Hldgs

213

3

3.5

2180

16

… 26.7

1048

+

62

42 Livermore Invsv

49

–

3N 7.2

4.4 13.1
3.1

55V

41N Lloyds Bkg Gp‡

42Y –

V 2.8

5.7

37K

30Y LMS Capital

35

…

2.5 15.2

12 month
High Low Company

10

…

63K

1733

+

N

189N NWG

207X +

2V 2.8

9.0

398

238 Numisv

243

1

4.9

4.9

571K

229W Countryside Prop

229W +

1

… 16.7

599

418O Onesavings Bank‡

495V –

4O 3.9

6.5

76O

17O Craven Housev

19X

…

… -0.4

N
741
24

… Origo Partnersv#

+

…

522 PayPoint

571

8N PCF Groupv#

…
–

8K

… -0.2

3

5.6 17.9

…

… -4.0

4002
3802
4K

2910K CRH
2883 Derwent London‡
3N Dolphin Capitalv

3117K –
2904

+

3K

7.2

21K 2.7 12.9

Y

…

…

2710

V

…

…

380

144

94 Sirius Real Estate

2W 2.9

8.5

2011

…

161K
61

1477
368K
104K
1622O
1084Y
540
260
1118
506
171
1109K
269V
257
150K
4540
1444
140N
140
732
200
453
213
2230N
1046
804Y
31
341
118O
175V
520
101
101
108
408
1535
1135
4075
200
425O
123K
550
653K
366K
313N
152
891
945K
510
425K
947
384N
268W
312
928
140N
62K
160K
248
238
2860
168O
189K
1378
2670
457K
184Y
286
1300
584K

1069 3I Group
1272K
248O 3i Infrastructure
350
93W Abrdn Div I&G
99
1134 Aberforth Smlr
1256
867O Alliance
926
402K Asia Dragon Tr
409
210 Athelney Trust
225
169 AVI Global Trust
185V
255 Baillie Gifford Ch Gr 260
80Y Baillie Gifford Eu Gr
83K
701N Baillie Gifford Jpn Tr 709
131Y Baillie Gifford SN
143
152 Baillie Gifford UK Gr 156W
96 Bankers
100
3276O BH Macro
4370
722N Biotech Growth
754
85 BlckRck Com Inc
118
112O BlckRck Fro Inv
129
429K BlckRck Grt Euro
445K
164 BlckRck Inc & Gwth 181
310 BlckRck Latin Am
371
177 BlckRck Sustain Amer 200
1359Y BlckRck Smlr
1378
543 BlckRck Throgmorton 543
492 BlckRck Wld Min
633
11 Blue Plan Int Fn#
12K
269K BMO Cap&Inc
298
79O BMO Comm Prop
115
138W BMO Glbl Smaller
147
380 BMO Priv Eq Ord
431
68V BMO Real Estate
93W
77 BMO UK HIT
86
79 BMO UK HIT B
88K
310N BMO UK HIT UNIT
339
1085 Brown Advsr US Smlr1100
929V Brunner
960
2980 Caledonia Inv
3645
157 Invesco BondInc
165
363N City of Lon IT
403K
97 Crystal Amber Fd
118K
336 Dunedin Entp
520
547 Edinburgh IT
596
160O Edin Wwide
169V
271 EP Global Opp
283
94V European Assets
96W
641 European Opp Tr
680
549 F&C Investment Tr
818
406V Fidlty Asian Val
431
211K Fidelity China Sp
232
610 Fdlty Emer Mkts
617X
256K Fidlty Euro Val
281K
150 Fidlty Jap Tru
156K
247 Fidlty Spec Val
263
746 Fins Gwth & Inc
779
94K GCP Infrastructure
114W
37K Gldn Prosp Prc Mtl
42
126W Greencoat UK Wind 157W
184 Hansa Investment
192
184 Hansa Inv Co 'A'
190
1980 Hbrvest Glbl Pt Eq 2215
120O Hend Euro Foc
135K
149K Hend High Inc
175
823Y Hend Smlr
847
1634 Herald
1740
320 HgCapital Trust
373
160K HICL Infra
177W
228 Highbridge Tactical 248
1004 ICG Ent Tr
1026
370Y Impax Env Mkts
403

–
–
–
–
–
–
+
–
–
–
–
–
–
+
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
+
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
+
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
+
–
–
+
+
–
–
–
+
+
–

15K
8
V
12
14
13
…
K
3
4
7
1
1V
O
60
6
9K
5
5
2
7
4
58
26
36
…
1
V
2V
19
1W
1
1K
7
25
24
30
5
4
…
2K
8
K
4
1O
12
10
7
2K
13K
4
…
1K
8
1V
1
2N
2
2
45
3K
3K
5
20
18
3
8
10
3

3.1
3.4
4.6
2.2
1.8
1.3
3.6
1.5
2.3
0.3
0.7
…
1.2
1.9
…
…
3.2
3.5
1.2
3.5
5.0
3.7
1.9
1.5
6.0
3.3
3.6
3.0
1.0
3.1
3.0
5.8
…
4.3
…
1.7
1.2
6.2
4.7
7.6
5.1
4.2
…
1.7
7.4
0.2
1.4
1.7
1.7
1.8
2.1
…
2.3
1.9
6.3
…
5.4
1.0
1.0
…
2.0
5.6
2.2
…
1.6
5.3
…
1.3
0.6

-2.5
18.0
-16.8
-14.9
-4.3
-10.2
-9.5
-11.2
-9.0
-8.4
-7.1
-3.6
-14.0
-5.7
10.1
-2.8
1.1
-7.7
-5.3
-8.9
-4.7
-3.5
-15.5
-11.0
1.7
-3.0
-2.0
-20.3
-8.8
-29.4
-26.1
-2.7
0.5
-3.3
-9.5
-9.2
-27.7
-3.0
1.5
-28.3
-13.2
-8.4
-11.0
-15.5
-4.4
-15.3
-8.0
-11.1
-7.1
-11.5
-10.1
-7.9
-5.4
-7.8
3.3
-12.9
6.3
-36.5
-38.5
-38.2
-13.7
0.4
-17.1
-17.7
-10.7
15.4
3.8
-40.1
-1.4

12 month
High Low Company
388
200
176
250
104Y
199Y
664
788
513
731
952
105
1115N
111
140N
588
155
475
865
568W
732
1580
110N
894
478W
375
829
145
252
437
130
294K
591
870
1482
226Y
959K
1286
98X
376
371N
3125
51166
2760Y
203
140K
3635N
690K
528
630
323
231
809
37
546
933
1568K
240
114K
1279N
208O
X
526
83
286O
229
144N
783
324O
3925

123O Taylor Wimpey‡ 123O +

164

120 Town Centre

35K

28K First Propv

32K –

1K 1.3

…

52K

32K Fletcher Kingv

47K

…

…

V

…

…

61K
206V

31 Foxtons Group‡
120K Galliford Try

35

–

…

2V 0.5

170O +

114K Quilter PLC

123O –

1

4.2 88.4

801

419 Genuit Group‡

419

+

9

136 Randall & Quilterv

136

9

2.8

900

576 Gleeson (MJ)

584

–

16

2210

1518 Rathbone Grp

2010

…

3.6 15.5

895N Grafton Gp Uts

895N +

15K 3.9 10.3

…

1.9

3.0

335

269O Grainger

289O +

8O 1.8 18.0

…

… Rockwood Strategic

…

…

…

741

629 Gr Portland

654K –

6

2950
3N
60O

2200 S & U

2230

1X Sancus Lending Grpv
44 Schroder REIT

–

90

1X

…

54K –

1

4.0 10.5
… -0.7
4.6

5.8

44N

26 Hammerson

26

–

191

128 Harworth Gp‡

155

–

600

350 Heath (Samuel)v

600

3871

2817 Schroders

2820

–

16

4.1 12.9

497

2735

1732 Schroders N/V

2375

–

5

4.8 10.9

1005

1731K 1180 St James Place‡ 1204

–

13

5.0 22.9

239V

1.9 -8.2
X 1.5 -2.8

1K 1.1
…

507
1346K

–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
+
–
–
+
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
+
+
–
–
–
–
+
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
+
–
–
–
–
–

8
5
1
…
2
2
16
18
9
3K
2
…
10
2
O
4K
3
7
2
7
3K
1
K
…
3
3
10
1
5
4
…
1W
9
6
10K
3W
2
10
1V
11
12
65
50
64
1
2V
35
22
7K
9
1
K
6
1V
10
6
30
4
1
10
O
…
6K
W
3
6
K
24
2
30

4.0
6.2
…
2.9
0.9
3.4
…
0.9
4.4
6.1
3.2
0.2
1.6
4.4
1.1
1.3
3.4
3.6
…
5.3
1.0
2.5
3.9
95.8
1.5
3.6
3.6
4.4
4.6
1.3
5.3
2.8
4.8
0.9
0.1
0.5
3.7
4.3
5.2
0.6
…
0.7
1.1
…
3.3
5.7
…
…
1.9
1.6
4.1
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Wilfred Cass
Entrepreneur who rescued Moss Bros from near disaster and launched a ‘retirement project’ that helped to revive British sculpture
JAMES GRAY; ALAMY

When Wilfred Cass unveiled plans to
spend his hard-earned fortune on a
scheme to “revive British sculpture”,
the country’s most distinguished
living practitioner of the art form, Sir
Anthony Caro, told him he was mad.
Having spent 40 years turning
around failing businesses, the diminutive entrepreneur had a vision of creating a garden of monumental newly
commissioned works from the great
and the good of the art scene that would
be sold to put British sculpture on the
map all over the world.
“I asked him [Caro] to come and hear
my plans to create the most important
sculpture organisation,” Cass told The
Sunday Telegraph in 2015. “He said I was
the 200th person to suggest that to him
and none of these things ever come to
anything.” Other prominent sculptors
told him the same.
Cass did not listen. The keen art collector spent £4 million establishing the
sculpture park in Goodwood, West
Sussex, in 1992, where up to 80 commissioned pieces would stand at any one
time. He would fund each work, sell it,
cover his overheads and split the profits
with the artist 50/50, because, he said,
“even the most successful artists tend
not to speculate. We speculate for
them.” The model would lead to at least
500 pieces by leading British sculptors
such as Eduardo Paolozzi and Tony
Cragg as well as unknowns including
Thomas Heatherwick, a 22-year-old
graduate from the Royal College of Art

C
Cass
in the early 1970s, left, at
Goodwood in 2005 and as Moss Bros
chairman. Below, Regardless of History
on Trafalgar Square’s fourth plinth

He revelled in pushing
against the conservative
art establishment
who, with Cass’s backing, would become world renowned.
For the first two years Cass did not
sell a single piece. That changed after
Caro was persuaded to lend Tower of
Discovery, a soaring structure of painted struts and ladders. “It gave a signal to
the world because such a major artist
was prepared to take a risk,” said the
German-born Cass, whose family fled
Berlin in 1935 because they were being
persecuted as Jews. The piece was sold
to a museum in Tokyo for £1 million.
In the early 2000s interest in monumental public art in Britain boomed as
a result of pieces such as Antony Gormley’s Angel of the North. Cass’s green
forklift truck, “Henry”, was in regular
use loading pieces that had been sold.
Buyers ranged from Damien Hirst to
Jacob Rothschild, while nouveau riche
collectors from China, Russia and India
snapped up formalist, abstract and realist work, deeply spiritual narrative
pieces, as well as dancing hippos and
fish riding bicycles. In the space of a tenminute stroll around the gardens and
woodland, visitors could encounter a
piece by Andy Goldsworthy, Mark Wallinger or Rachel Whiteread.
Cass would conjure his next idea
while looking through the floor-to-ceiling windows of his modernist house
overlooking the sculpture park. Indeed,
a sculpture of Cass’s fast-racing mind
would surely be a riot of form. He would
offer consultancy on how to commission sculptures; formed partnerships
with galleries; and rented out works for

events and as temporary installations
at sports venues and corporate HQs.
In 1998 he took over the project to
commission temporary sculptures on
the fourth plinth in Trafalgar Square
that had been empty for more than 150
years, an idea conceived by Prue Leith
who was then deputy chairwoman of
the Royal Society of Arts. One of the
first pieces was Bill Woodrow’s Regardless of History, a narrative piece in
bronze about humanity’s inability to
learn the lessons of the
past, allegorised by a
person’s head crushed
under a giant book,
both objects bound
to the plinth by the roots
of a dead tree. “Don’t know
what it means,” a passing
London cabbie told the Evening
Standard, “but I know just
how that bloke feels.”
In 2005 Cass collaborated with the museums
in Exhibition Road,
South Kensington, to exhibit five sculptures
by Tony Cragg along the
thoroughfare. For the
London Olympics
in 2012 he spent
£3 million commissioning 40 street
sculptures, all of
which were later sold
to developers and
local authorities.
Life affirmation,

he said, was to keep acting on the impulse of his ideas, pushing against a curiously conservative art establishment. “I
love an argument, whether I win or lose,
not because I love arguing but because
it’s in the arguing that new ideas come
forth.”
Wolfgang Cassirer was born in Berlin
in 1924. His father, Hans, ran a factory
making insulation for electric cables.
His mother was Edith (née Bieber),
whose parents had run a bank in Berlin.
The Cassirer family had been prominent in German cultural life; his
great-uncle, Paul, had been
among the first gallery owners to champion the work of Van
Gogh and Cézanne.
His father was more interested in trains, and built
an elaborate model railway that
snaked its way around the family’s
apartment in the fashionable quarter
of Charlottenburg, complete with
Märklin locomotive and signalling system.
A happy childhood was
rudely interrupted by
Hitler’s seizure of power in
1933. Wolfgang was regularly beaten by his Hitler Youth classmates.
In 1935 his father
was forced to sell his
business to Siemens for
just 5 per cent of its
value. The Cassirers left
Germany the same
year and eventually

settled in Putney, west London. Wolfgang, now Wilfred, was soon fluent in
English. He attended Frensham
Heights, a progressive, co-educational
school in Surrey, where independent
thought was prized above rote learning.
Cass had plenty of it after developing a
taste for the novels of Dickens and regular discussions with his intellectual
mother about philosophy, Freud in
particular. “My earliest forays into entrepreneurship were celebrated and encouraged,” recalled Cass, who started a
bicycle repair business that was patronised by both pupils and teachers.
After spending the early years of the
war working as an electrician’s mate,
Cass (he had shortened his name at the
start of the war) was called up by the
Royal Engineers in 1943. He carried out
research into improving the aiming of
anti-aircraft guns and used some of the
earliest computers.
When the war was over he studied
electronics at Regent Street Polytechnic and joined Pye, where he patented
the first printed circuits. The innovation enabled the circuits on TVs and
radios to be dip soldered rather than
hand soldered, making automated production possible and cutting manufacturing costs. When the company told
Cass it was not going to use his idea
because it threatened jobs on the production line, he resigned.
Instead, Cass began buying stakes in
ailing family firms and turning them
round, building up a portfolio of artrelated businesses. In the 1960s he ran

Hadfield, a paint developH
m
ment
company, and in the
e
early
1970s Reeves & Sons,
th world’s oldest manufacthe
tu and distributor of artturer
is materials. One day the
ists’
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celebrated
sculptor Henry
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Moore
walked in and would
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In 1981 Cass brokered a deal for his
two children to take over Craftsmith,
three failing arts and crafts shops
owned by WH Smith. Mark and Nikki
Cass made them profitable, building up
a chain of six art shops in London. The
deal was financed by Cass’s brother
Eric, who owned the telecoms and electronics company Cass Group. Wilfred
owned shares and was also a director in
the group that was sold to Telephone
Rentals in 1985 for nearly £8 million.
His final, and most lucrative, venture
was to co-found with his son a UK franchise of the New York picture agency
Image Bank, which would become one
of Britain’s largest suppliers of film and
photography to the advertising industry. The company would later be sold to
Getty Images in a deal worth millions.
Cass was often asked to troubleshoot.
In 1987 he was invited to become chairman and chief executive of Moss Bros,
the traditional gentlemen’s outfitter that
was struggling. His old friend Monty
Moss gave him full licence to “kick asses”
and rid the company of its “fuddyduddy” image. The flagship store and
head office in Covent Garden, “a sprawling warren that had to go”, was sold to a
Japanese investment fund for £23 million. Much of the cash was reinvested in
acquiring the menswear brand Cecil
Gee and expanding Moss Bros’ new
brand, Suit Co, with 40 new shops. The
City loved it and the company’s share
price improved. By 1989 pre-tax profits
had surged to nearly £3 million.
Cass had met his first wife, Jean
Thompson Forbes, at Pye, where she
had been a secretary. They married in
1957 and divorced in 1981. Later he was
introduced to a widow called Jeanette
Futter, a retired fashion buyer and designer. They married in 1983 and cofounded the sculpture park. She predeceased him in 2020. He is survived by
his two children from his first marriage.
Mark owns the Cass Art chain of shops
and Nikki is a stained-glass artist and
art therapist.
To the end Cass prided himself on
being an early adopter, from computers
and mobile phones to electric cars. The
Cass Foundation was one of the first organisations to build its own website in
the 1990s. Cass’s business instincts remained intact, as did his determination
not to allow his love of art to colour his
judgment: “I’m rarely sentimental when
the time comes for a piece to be sold.”
Wilfred Cass CBE, FRSA, entrepreneur
and co-founder of the Cass Sculpture
Foundation, was born on November 11,
1924. He died on April 19, 2022, aged 97
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Professor Sir Paul Mellars
Eminent archaeologist and prehistorian whose research shed light on the evolution of Neanderthal populations in Europe
Paul Mellars did not mince his words,
especially when squabbling with fellow
academics over the fate of Neanderthals and why they were usurped by
Homo sapiens. He was once at a conference where Joao Zilhao, a Portuguese
colleague, suggested there was “virtually no intellectual difference” between
the two and that the takeover by Homo
sapiens was a bit like that of the grey
squirrel’s conquest of Britain’s red
squirrel habitat: a slight difference in
behaviour produced a large effect.
“Dr Zilhao is a great scientist, but his
dating is bollocks,” Mellars declared. “It
is no coincidence that a new sophistication in art and tool-making appears just
as modern humans arrive and that
is because we were responsible.
We were smarter.”
Nor was he convinced that there was
interbreeding between the two species,
as suggested by Erik Trinkaus, from
Washington University, St Louis, who
argued that Neanderthals and early
humans “weren’t just opponents, they
were lovers. They thought of each other
as equals.”
“Nonsense,” replied Mellars, arguing
that analysis of Neanderthal DNA had
shown it to be so different from human
DNA that they “must have been evolving separately for at least half a million
years”. Furthermore, while there was
some evidence of coexistence and overlap, “nothing resembling Neanderthal
DNA has ever shown up in all the
analyses of human genetic material”.
Much of Mellars’s research revolved
around how Homo sapiens replaced
Neanderthal populations 40,000 years
ago, leading to what he called “the
human revolution”. He explained how
this gave rise to the first cave paintings,

the beginnings of ritual behaviour and
the use of new tools. The most extraordinary change, he said, was that
innovation became a hallmark of humanity, establishing a momentum that
has taken us from the cave age to the
computer age.
Another interest was in the way in
which Mesolithic hunter-gatherer populations in Britain adapted to the rapidly changing climatic conditions that
followed the end of the last Ice Age. He
carried out excavations on the island of
Oronsay, in the Inner Hebrides, and at
Star Carr, five miles south of Scarborough, in North Yorkshire, publishing
two monographs about his findings.

He was never on time for
meetings or dinners, even
when he was the host
One of his more unusual assignments concerned a piece of prehistoric
figurative art carved from mammoth
ivory at least 35,000 years ago that was
unearthed in a cave in southern Germany in 2008. “The figure is explicitly,
and blatantly, that of a woman, with an
exaggeration of sexual characteristics
. . . that by 21st-century standards could
be seen as bordering on the pornographic,” he wrote in the journal
Nature. “It is clear that the sexually
symbolic dimension in European, and
indeed worldwide art has a long ancestry in the evolution of our species.”
Paul Anthony Mellars was born in
Swallownest, near Sheffield, in 1939, the
son of Herbert Mellars and his wife
Elaine (née Batty). His father, a
member of the Plymouth Brethren, was

a conscientious objector and during the
war worked in a coal mine.
Although Paul broke with his father’s
religious faith, describing himself as a
“fundamentalist agnostic”, it was Mellars Sr who introduced his son to archaeology after making a discovery on his
allotment. “One evening he came back
with a Charles II copper coin found in
the potato patch,” he told Pamela Jane
Smith, his biographer. “That was about
the most exciting thing I’d ever seen.”
He was head boy at Woodhouse
Grammar School, Sheffield, and after
school collected flints with a friend at
Hail Mary Hill, a Mesolithic site. The
headmaster encouraged him to study
A-level archaeology, despite there
being no tutor, though the Latin master
helped him to start a school archaeology society. By the time he left he had
discovered Palaeolithic and Mesolithic
archaeology, conducted his first excavation and published his first article.
Yet the consensus was that there was
no career to be had in archaeology and
he instead studied civil engineering at
University College London. Before
long he was skipping lectures, spending
his time reading about archaeology. He
abandoned civil engineering and returned to Sheffield, spending six
months teaching at a school in a mining
village, “probably the hardest work I
have ever done”.
He also worked as an archaeological
assistant at Sheffield Museum, excavating at Ash Tree Cave in Derbyshire.
Encouraged by the museum’s deputy
director, he applied to read archaeology
at Cambridge and was accepted at Fitzwilliam College, staying on to take a
PhD. In 1965 his mother spotted a
newspaper advert for what became his
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Mellars’s love of archaeology began
when his father found a Charles II coin

first research fellowship, at the University of Sheffield, where archaeology had
just started. “It was Cambridge in the
coalfields,” he recalled.
The previous year he had been on an
archaeological dig in the Dordogne region of southwest France when he met
Anny Chanut, an airline hostess who
lived in the hilltop village of Tursac,
beneath which runs the Vézère river.
Anny went to study at a Cambridge
language school, eventually becoming
assistant librarian in the archaeology
department, and then moved to Sheffield. They were married in 1969 and
she could often be found in their kitchen, meticulously washing and sorting the material he had unearthed. She
survives him. They had no children.

Mellars returned to Cambridge in
1981 as a fellow of Corpus Christi College and in 2007 was briefly acting
master of the college after the resignation of Sir Alan Wilson. At the formal
election six months later he lost to Oliver Rackham and shortly after retired
from the university.
He and Anny lived with a succession
of large dogs in the village of Elsworth,
where in 2000 residents were thrilled
to see their neighbour contributing to
the three-part BBC television series
Dawn of Man: the Story of Human
Evolution.
Colleagues in Cambridge recalled
that Mellars was never on time for anything, whether a meeting, a lecture or a
dinner, even when he was the host. He
had a habit of getting on a Ryanair flight
to Bergerac at short notice to visit sites
in the Dordogne. Between smoking cigars he had a sweet tooth and could often be found chomping on a Mars bar.
Dr Becky Farbstein, whose PhD he
supervised, recalled how Mellars regularly crossed the street from his department to the Crowne Plaza hotel for
lunch, which consisted of a corned beef
sandwich and a glass of red wine. When
the price of wine went up he complained so vociferously, pointing out his
regular custom and distinguished position at the university, that the bar
eventually made him a laminated card
that he carried in his wallet for many
years. It read: “This card entitles Professor Paul Mellars to a 250ml glass of
wine for the price of the 175ml glass.”
Professor Sir Paul Mellars, archaeologist
and prehistorian, was born on October
29, 1939. He died after a long illness on
May 7, 2022, aged 82

Alfred Baldwin
Former FBI agent who was recruited as a lookout for the Watergate burglars and later testified against his co-conspirators
In October 1972 the Los Angeles Times
published an interview with a former
FBI agent named Alfred Baldwin that
blew the Watergate scandal wide open.
In a five-hour confession, Baldwin revealed his extensive involvement over
several weeks in the illegal bugging of
the Democratic National Committee’s
(DNC) headquarters by President Nixon’s henchmen. He demolished the
claims of Ronald Ziegler, Nixon’s press
secretary, that the break-in was “merely
a third-rate burglary” and linked it directly to the White House, triggering a
flood of congressional and media investigations that eventually toppled the
president.
Baldwin told how he had been recruited by James McCord, the security chief
of Nixon’s re-election committee, on
May 1 that year. His first job was to protect Martha Mitchell, the sharptongued wife of John Mitchell, the
committee’s chairman, but the two did
not get on. She described him as the
worst of a succession of “jerks” assigned
to guard her.
Baldwin was instead installed in
room 419 of the Howard Johnson’s motel opposite the Watergate complex. Initially he was instructed to monitor
anti-war demonstrations, but on
May 24 McCord arrived with sophisticated eavesdropping equipment and
told Baldwin that he would be monitoring telephone conversations from
across the street.
A White House dirty tricks unit
dubbed “the Plumbers” broke into the
DNC’s sixth-floor headquarters that
night and bugged two telephones. Baldwin said he monitored roughly 200 calls
over the next three weeks and passed
the details to McCord. “The Democrats
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Baldwin testifying in 1973. He was the only one of the Watergate team not charged

worked weird hours, like on Sundays
and some days until three or four in
the morning,” he complained. He
was reportedly paid for his services in
$100 bills.
On June 12 McCord told Baldwin to
invent a pretext for visiting the DNC
headquarters to find out where Lawrence O’Brien, the party chairman, had
his office. Four days later McCord told
him the Plumbers were going to plant
more bugs in the DNC’s headquarters
that night, and that he was to act as
lookout. Shortly after 2am, from the
balcony of his hotel room, Baldwin saw
lights go on inside the offices, and spotted casually dressed men with guns and
torches conducting a search. He called
McCord on his walkie-talkie and asked

“Are our people dressed casually or are
they in suits?”. Told they were in suits,
he replied: “We’ve got problems.” A
security guard had raised the alarm
after spotting a piece of tape holding
open one of the office doors.
Baldwin watched the police arrive in
force — “motor cycles and paddy wagons driving up, and guys jumping out of
patrol cars and running up to the Watergate”. He saw two men slipping out
of the complex, both carrying suitcases.
Minutes later Howard Hunt, one of the
Plumbers, burst into his room. He
called a lawyer, then told Baldwin to
pack up all his equipment, drop it at
McCord’s house and disappear. “Somebody will be in touch with you,” he said as
he rushed away. “Does that mean I’m

out of a job?,” Baldwin shouted after him.
That “somebody” proved to be federal investigators who had swiftly identified Baldwin as an accomplice. Dubbed
the “shadow man” of the break-in, he
agreed to co-operate in return for immunity from prosecution and gave the
investigators enough evidence to indict
Hunt, Gordon Liddy, another White
House operative, and the five burglars.
Baldwin was the only one of the team
not charged with a criminal offence.
He told his story to the Los Angeles
Times, making it abundantly clear for
the first time that Nixon’s aides were behind the break-in. Much later Carl Bernstein and Bob Woodward, the Washington Post reporters who did so much to
expose the scandal, called the interview
a “major break” and “the most vivid
piece of reporting in the Watergate saga,
definitively portraying the difference
between a ‘third-rate burglary attempt’
and the brand of political gang warfare
practised by the president’s men”.
Alfred Carleton Baldwin was born in
New Haven, Connecticut, in 1936, the
son of a lawyer and great-nephew of a
former Connecticut governor and US
senator. He earned a degree in business
administration from Fairfield University in Connecticut, then joined the
Marines for three years. Towards the
end of his service he toured the FBI’s
training academy and resolved to join.
He earned a law degree from the University of Connecticut in 1963 and was
accepted by the FBI that same year.
In 1966 he married Georgeann Porto,
moved back to Connecticut, and left the
FBI to work first as a security chief for a
road haulage company, and later as an
instructor for law enforcement officers
at the University of New Haven. That is

where McCord found him, having apparently obtained his name from the
Society of Former Special Agents.
“He felt that because of my age, background and marital status — I am 36
and single — I was best suited for the
position,” said Baldwin, who was by
then divorced. “I never questioned
McCord’s orders,” he told the newspaper. “I felt he was acting under orders
and with full authority. After all, his
boss was John Mitchell, the committee
director and former attorney-general
of the United States.”
In the aftermath of the Watergate
scandal, which culminated in Nixon’s
disgrace and resignation, Baldwin
struggled to find work. He returned to
Connecticut and became a teacher at a
school and later at Southern Connecticut State University, until he passed the
bar exam in 1987.
He then worked as a state prosecutor
until he retired to Florida in 1996. He
never entirely managed to shake off the
stigma of Watergate. In 1997 he was
subpoenaed to testify in a defamation
case brought against Liddy (obituary,
April 3, 2021). “You’d think after 25
years it would be over,” he complained.
“There are other things in life.”
For the same reason, perhaps, he was
anxious that his death, in 2020, should
not be publicised. It was revealed only
recently in an updated edition of The
Watergate Burglars, a book by the Irish
writer and film-maker Shane O’Sullivan, published to mark the 50th anniversary next month of the break-in that
brought down a president.
Alfred Baldwin, Watergate conspirator,
was born on June 23, 1936. He died of
cancer on January 15, 2020, aged 83
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Register
Lives remembered

Sir James Anderton
Dr Norman
Burrow
writes: Your
obituary of
Sir
James
Anderton
(obituary,
May 7) reminded me
of an incident in December 1979, when I celebrated
the birth of my first son by
taking my colleagues to a pub on
a Friday afternoon. I am
ashamed to say that I drove
home knowing that I had had
too much to drink. I was perhaps
too careful and, when I
slammed on my brakes in response to an amber light at a pe-

Births, Marriages
and Deaths
destrian crossing, the car behind
drove into the back of me. My
Ford Anglia car was very old and
dented already and it was pouring with rain, and I was happy, so
I told the apologetic other driver
that I didn’t want to be bothered
with his offer of payment for a
broken light and some additional
dents and we started to drive off.
However, we were stopped by
a policeman who said he had
seen the accident and we must
pull over. As the other driver was
being interviewed I could see
that he was far more inebriated
than I was. The officer came to
me and told me that he wanted
to give the driver a breathalyser
test but that, “because Mr Anderton has been heavily criticised for random drunk-driving
testing I have to test you as well”.

He called the station to arrange
for test kits to be delivered to
him. I knew that my time was up.
However, after his call he came
to me and told me that, “because
Mr Anderton has been insisting
on a high number of drivers
being tested for his safety campaign before Christmas, they
have run out of test kits”.
He then said that he noticed
on my driving licence that I was
a doctor. He said he was convinced that the other driver was
very drunk and if I would reinforce his opinion he could take
the driver to the station for a
blood test. I told him that I was a
doctor of engineering not medicine and couldn’t help him so he
gave up, left the scene and went
back to his beat. The other driver
then shuffled over to me and

offered me a lot of money
(which I refused) and explained
that he was a real doctor, a
consultant at a famous south
Manchester hospital. I had
learnt my lesson without being
punished. I hope he did as well.
Thank you, Mr Anderton.

WC2, this morning in order to
bid farewell to Her Excellency
upon relinquishing her
appointment as High
Commissioner for the
Republic of South Africa in
London.

the Baroness Amos at
University College, Oxford.
The Duchess of Cornwall
this afternoon visited HMS
PRINCE OF WALES,
Portsmouth, and was received
by Her Majesty’s LordLieutenant of Hampshire (Mr
Nigel Atkinson).

of the Board of Trustees, The
Duke of Edinburgh’s
International Award
Foundation, this morning held
a Meeting via video link.
The Countess of Wessex,
Patron, Chartered
Management Institute, this
morning held a Meeting via
video link.

Stanley Brodie QC
Bernard
Garston
writes: Stanley Brodie
(obituary,
May 11) was
my
first
cousin. If a
barrister is
an
actor
with some

knowledge of the law, he was
an example par excellence.
According to my father, the
Brodies were descended from
Magids. They were preachers of
the Torah who travelled among
small communities in eastern
Europe in the 18th and 19th
centuries — sometimes accompanied by singing and chanting.
If so, this might explain Stanley’s
theatrical approach to life and
the oratorical and preaching
skills of his late uncle, the Chief
Rabbi Sir Israel Brodie.
If you would like to add a
@ personal
view or recollection to a
published obituary, you can send your
contribution by post to Times
Obituaries, 1 London Bridge Street,
London SE1 9GF, or by email to
tributes@thetimes.co.uk

Court Circular

Windsor Castle
12th May, 2022
The Queen was represented by
the Hon Mary Morrison (Lady
in Waiting) at the Memorial
Service for Fortune, Duchess
of Grafton (Mistress of the
Robes) which was held at The
Queen’s Chapel of the Savoy,
London WC2, today.
By command of Her
Majesty, Mr Alistair Harrison
(Marshal of the Diplomatic
Corps) called upon Her
Excellency Ms Nomatemba
Tambo at South Africa House,
Trafalgar Square, London

Clarence House
12th May, 2022
The Prince of Wales and The
Duchess of Cornwall this
morning attended a Reception
at Canada House, Trafalgar
Square, London SW1, in
advance of Their Royal
Highnesses’ tour to Canada.
The Prince of Wales this
afternoon officially opened the
Levine Building at Trinity
College, Oxford, and was
received by Her Majesty’s
Lord-Lieutenant of
Oxfordshire (Mrs Marjorie
Glasgow).
His Royal Highness
afterwards held a Meeting with

Kensington Palace
12th May, 2022
The Duke of Cambridge, Joint
Patron, the Royal Foundation
of The Duke and Duchess of
Cambridge, this morning
visited the Heart of Midlothian
Football Club, Tynecastle Park,
McLeod Street, Edinburgh,
and was received by Mr
Kingsley Thomas (Deputy
Lieutenant of the City of
Edinburgh).
St James’s Palace
12th May, 2022
The Earl of Wessex, Chairman

The perfect gift
for new parents
‘She has her father’s eyes
and face shape but her
mother’s lips and nose’

St James’s Palace
12th May, 2022
The Princess Royal, President,
UK Fashion and Textile
Association, this morning
opened the Sustainability in
UK Textiles Conference at
Drapers’ Hall, Throgmorton
Avenue, London EC2.
Her Royal Highness
afterwards opened the
Diagnostic Imaging Centre at
the Royal Brompton Hospital,
part of the Guy’s and St
Thomas’s NHS Foundation
Trust, Sydney Street, London

SW3, and was received by
Lady Arnold (Deputy
Lieutenant of Greater
London).
The Princess Royal, Patron,
the Not Forgotten Association,
accompanied by Vice Admiral
Sir Tim Laurence, held an
Afternoon Party in the garden
of Buckingham Palace.
The Queen’s Body Guard of
the Yeomen of the Guard was
on duty.
The Band of Her Majesty’s
Royal Marines Portsmouth
played selections of music
during the afternoon.
Her Royal Highness,
Honorary Air Commodore,
Royal Air Force Brize Norton,
accompanied by Admiral
Laurence, this evening
attended the Bomber
Command Dinner in the
Officers’ Mess, Royal Air Force
Brize Norton, Carterton,
Oxfordshire.

newsukadvertising.co.uk
020 7782 7553
WHAT else have I in heaven but you?
Since I have you, what else could I want on
earth? My mind and my body may grow
weak, but God is my strength; he is all I
ever need. Psalm 73.25-26 (GNB)
Bible verses are provided by the
Bible Society

Forthcoming Marriages
MR J. P. O. BATES
AND MISS C. L. ROE
The engagement is announced between
James, son of Mr Paul and Mrs Lesley Bates
formerly of Gate Helmsley, North Yorkshire,
and Charlotte, daughter of Mr Alexander
and the late Mrs Caroline Roe of Upper
Farringdon, Hampshire.

Deaths
BARNES
Avril Suzanne died suddenly on
13th April 2022, aged 64.
A journey that began in SE London
and ended all too soon in Alnmouth,
Northumberland. A sister, mother,
friend, who adored animals, especially
her cats. You will always be missed
but never forgotten, rest in peace
until we meet again.

BROOKS Simon (RIchard Simon) died
peacefully at home on 1st May 2022, aged
91, surrounded by his family. Beloved
husband of Helen, father to Vicky, Emma
and Adam and proud grandfather to eight
grandchildren. A service of thanksgiving is
to be held at St Mary’s Church, Leigh
Woods, Bristol, on Monday 27th June 2022
at 11.30am. No flowers please, but
donations to St Peter’s Hospice or Young
Bristol. All inquiries to: Thomas Davis
Funeral Directors, Southville Lodge,
Southville Road, Bristol. Tel: 0117 966 3268.
CARLISLE Jill on 5th May 2022, aged 89.
Much-loved wife of the late Julian Carlisle.
Beloved mother of Tim, Matthew, Simon
and Helen. Her loving kindness will be
missed by all. Memorial service at noon on
Friday 24th June 2022, St Nicolas Church,
Cheltenham, GL50 4PA.
CHESTER John Arthur on 20th April
2022, aged 89, passed away. His funeral
will be held on Wednesday 1st June 2022
at Lodge Hill crematorium, Weoley Park
Road, Birmingham, at 1.45pm. Flowers are
welcome. Followed by a wake at
Edgbaston Priory Club, Sir Harry’s Road.
COLE Dr John Richard on 1st May 2022,
aged 86. Beloved husband to Dorothy and
proud father of Elizabeth, Eleanor-Jane,
Lucy and James. Papa to 11 grandchildren.
Inquiries to Hughes Funeral Services,
Leeds. Tel: 0113 249 9338.

GOWING Jenny (née Wallis ) died on 8th
May 2022, aged 94, in peace after illness.
Loving mother of Juliet, Amanda and
Laura, grandmother of Nic, widow of
Lawrence. Donations, if wished, to Age UK
or Alzheimer’s Society.
TOMALIN
Carolyn Anne died peacefully on
10th May 2022, aged 75, at home
surrounded by her family. Much-loved
and devoted wife of Michael, mother
of Belinda and Oliver and
grandmother of six. A private family
cremation will be held followed by a
service to celebrate her life.
No flowers but donations may be
made in her memory to Sue Ryder
Hospice. c/o R. C. Smallbone, 37
Pound Street, Newbury, RG14 6AE.
Tel: 01635 40536.

WOOD Robert Charles James (Bob) died
peacefully on 28th April 2022, aged 87
years. A private family funeral service is to
be held and further details of a
thanksgiving service will be announced at a
later date. All inquiries to Wright Funeral
Services. 106 High Street, Great Missenden,
HP16 0BE. Tel: 01494 863101.

PIPPA SUZANNE DRACOTT WAS BORN ON MAY 28, 2020,
AT BROOMFIELD HOSPITAL IN CHELMSFORD, ESSEX,
TO CLAIRE, 30, AND GARY DRACOTT, 30

Congratulations
VOWS Vows were renewed on 10th May
2022 at the OBE Chapel, St Paul’s Cathedral,
between Peter Stackwell and Robyn DalbyStockwell, both of Ely, Cambridgeshire.

Celebrate the arrival of a newborn
in Readers’ Lives, a service in
contracted tributes

50%
discount for
subscribers

Call 020 7782 5583 or email
readerslives@thetimes.co.uk

The simple way to place your
announcement in The Times.
Available 24 hours a day,
seven days a week.
newsukadvertising.co.uk

Friday May 13 2022 | the times

554

Weather
Weather Eye
Paul Simons

Today Dry with sunny spells in the south and east, cloudy with showers in the north. Max 22C (72F), min 3C (37F)
Around Britain

Five days ahead

Key: b=bright, c=cloud, d=drizzle, pc=partly cloudy
du=dull, f=fair, fg=fog, h=hail, m=mist, r=rain,
sh=showers, sl=sleet, sn=snow, s=sun, t=thunder
*=previous day **=data not available

Turning warmer and
more humid with rain
and showers at times,
especially in the west

Temp C

Rain mm

midday yesterday

Aberdeen
Aberporth
Anglesey
Aviemore
Barnstaple
Bedford
Belfast
Birmingham
Bournemouth
Bridlington
Bristol
Camborne
Cardiff
Edinburgh
Eskdalemuir
Glasgow
Hereford
Herstmonceux
Ipswich
Isle of Man
Isle of Wight
Jersey
Keswick
Kinloss
Leeds
Lerwick
Leuchars
Lincoln
Liverpool
London
Lyneham
Manchester
Margate
Milford Haven
Newcastle
Nottingham
Orkney
Oxford
Plymouth
Portland
Scilly, St Mary’s
Shoreham
Shrewsbury
Snowdonia
Southend
South Uist
Stornoway
Tiree
Whitehaven
Wick
Yeovilton

13
12
13
11
15
15
13
13
15
13
15
13
14
13
10
12
15
16
16
12
16
**
13
12
11
10
14
14
14
18
14
13
17
15
13
14
10
14
14
14
15
15
13
11
17
**
10
11
10
10
15

Sun hr*

24 hrs to 5pm yesterday

PC
C
S
PC
PC
PC
PC
C
R
C
PC
DU
C
PC
PC
C
PC
PC
PC
PC
PC
**
C
PC
PC
C
C
B
PC
PC
C
PC
C
**
PC
PC
R
PC
C
S
C
C
C
C
PC
PC
R
PC
C
C
B

0.4
0.0
0.0
0.2
0.0
0.0
0.2
0.0
0.2
0.2
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
1.4
0.0
0.0
0.2
1.6
0.0
0.2
0.9
0.0
0.0
0.0
1.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.6
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
4.8
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
3.0
0.0
0.0
3.4
2.0
5.8
0.4
0.0
0.0
0.0

9.2
7.2
4.3
9.5
**
**
6.5
**
2.8
**
4.1
7.1
5.8
5.6
7.0
6.8
**
2.0
0.6
7.6
**
7.5
**
8.7
**
2.4
5.5
2.7
**
1.1
**
5.8
**
**
**
2.0
2.2
**
**
**
**
1.3
0.0
**
3.0
**
4.5
11.3
0.0
**
3.5

Wind speed
34

Most places will stay dry with sunny
spells and patchy cloud. A few showers
across northern Scotland. Heavy
showers may spread into southern
parts of England and Wales later.
Max 22C, min 2C

17

PC
S
S
S
S
B
B
PC
S
PC
PC
S
S
S
B
S
S
B
PC
PC
S
B
R
S
SH
PC
PC
S
S
PC
S
PC
S
PC
B
PC
PC
SH
PC
B
B
B
S
S
S
B
S

17

Moderate
Rough

9

8

8

13

At 17:00 on Thursday there were no
ﬂood alerts or warnings in England,
Wales or Scotland.
For further information and updates
in England visit ﬂood-warninginformation.service.gov.uk, for Wales
naturalresources.wales/ﬂooding and
for Scotland SEPA.org.uk

9
26

Aberdeen

NORTH
SEA
12

18

28

21

Edinburgh

Glasgow

25

13
20

Londonderry

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

Sunday
Scattered showers, some perhaps
heavy, may spread through England
and Wales. Mainly dry in Scotland and
Ireland at ﬁrst, but a few showers
possible there later.
Max 24C, min 3C

Belfast

20

Cork

2
22

General situation: Dry, warm and sunny
in the southeast. Cloudy and breezy
with showers in the north and west.
London, SE Eng, E Anglia, E Mids,
Cen S Eng, E Eng: Staying dry with
long sunny spells and a little patchy
cloud at times. Moderate west to
southwesterly winds. Maximum
22C (72F), minimum 3C (37F).
SW Eng, S Wales, W Mids, Cen N Eng,
NE Eng, Channel Is: Rather cloudy, but
staying mainly dry with sunny spells.
Moderate west to southwesterly

Tides

Wednesday

17

16
23

20

The Times weather
page is provided
by Weatherquest

14

-15

5

CHANNEL

00:44
18:14
22:15
17:58
16:45
22:04
--:-16:06
23:54
22:42
21:33
17:06
13:27
22:14
00:54
20:15
17:13
22:26
22:10
16:07
17:07
15:39
22:35
22:16
11:59
17:19
14:22
17:59

and blustery with some showery
rain at times. Brighter spells in
northeastern Scotland. Fresh west to
southwesterly winds. Maximum
14C (57F), minimum 3C (37F).
Republic of Ireland, N Ireland: Mostly
dry with sunny spells in central and
southeastern areas, but cloudier with
a few light showers across the far
north and west. Moderate west to
southwesterly winds, fresh around
the coast. Maximum 19C (66F),
minimum 6C (43F).

1000

HIGH
Ht
3.9
11.8
3.1
11.1
4.9
6.3
-4.6
3.1
3.6
5.1
6.7
5.0
8.6
6.6
2.3
6.2
8.5
6.3
6.2
3.4
5.0
4.5
5.9
3.8
8.6
5.0
1.7

19

LOW

Noon today

Ht
3.8
11.4
3.2
10.9
4.9
6.0
-4.6
3.1
3.6
5.1
6.5
4.8
8.4
6.5
2.3
6.1
8.3
5.9
6.1
3.5
4.9
4.2
5.5
4.0
8.4
4.8
1.7

London

Brighton

ximum 19C (66
winds. Maximum
(66F),
minimum 3C (37F).
N Wales, NW Eng, Lake District, IoM:
A few bright spells, but rather cloudy
much of the time with the chance of
some light showers at times.
Moderate to fresh west to
southwesterly winds. Maximum
17C (63F), minimum 6C (43F).
Borders, SW Scotland, Glasgow, Argyll,
Cen Highland, Edinburgh and Dundee,
Aberdeen, Moray Firth, NE Scotland,
NW Scotland, N Isles: Rather cloudy

Tidal predictions.
Heights in metres

Rain and showers spreading
northeastwards, mainly across Ireland,
and northern and western Britain.
Staying drier, humid and warm in the
south and east.
Max 25C, min 4C

23

Southampton

Exeterr

Plymouth

16

22

32

21

Bristol

16

12:10
05:41
09:41
05:25
04:09
09:47
--:-03:33
10:53
10:28
09:01
04:59
01:07
09:45
12:27
08:33
04:46
09:57
09:45
03:41
04:34
03:12
10:09
09:51
09:14
04:48
02:15
05:08

0
-5
-10

17
3
13

Today
Aberdeen
Avonmouth
Belfast
Cardiff
Devonport
Dover
Dublin
Falmouth
Greenock
Harwich
Holyhead
Hull
Leith
Liverpool
London Bridge
Lowestoft
Milford Haven
Morecambe
Newhaven
Newquay
Oban
Penzance
Portsmouth
Shoreham
Southampton
Swansea
Tees
Weymouth

41

Cambridge

Oxford
Cardiff

10

24

50

5

17

Birmingham

Swansea

CELTIC
SEA

Channel Islands

16

59

10

i h
Norwich
14

17

Scattered showers are possible across
many areas, a few perhaps heavy and
thundery in the south. Staying mostly
dry in central and northern Scotland.
Max 24C, min 5C

15

68

15

Nottingham

Shrewsbury
27

Tuesday

77

20

Sheffield

16

LLlandudno

18

16

Scattered showers or longer spells
of rain across Ireland and western
Britain, although drier, warm and
humid in southern and eastern areas.
Max 26C, min 8C

25

Hull

18

ooo
Liverpool

IRISH
SEA

Dublin

21

86

Yorkk
Manchester

15

30

15

13
26

17

Monday

F
95

Carlisle

16

14

22

C
35

Newcastle

Galway

21

23
Madeira
23
Madrid
22
Malaga
28
Mallorca
24
Malta
17
Melbourne
Mexico City 25
29
Miami
25
Milan
32
Mombasa
25
Montreal
20
Moscow
32
Mumbai
24
Munich
25
Nairobi
20
Naples
New Orleans 29
22
New York
20
Nice
24
Nicosia
14
Oslo
20
Paris
12
Perth
22
Prague
6
Reykjavik
12
Riga
Rio de Janeiro 26
36
Riyadh
23
Rome
San Francisco 16
20
Santiago
24
São Paulo
22
Seoul
30
Seychelles
33
Singapore
St Petersburg 15
14
Stockholm
21
Sydney
25
Tel Aviv
22
Tenerife
23
Tokyo
14
Vancouver
24
Venice
28
Vienna
20
Warsaw
Washington 23
25
Zurich

Shetland
Sh

10

Flood alerts and warnings

All readings local midday yesterday

S
PC
PC
S
S
PC
PC
S
S
PC
S
PC
B
DU
S
S
S
B
S
S
R
PC
B
B
PC
S
S
B
S
S
S
PC
B
B
T
PC
S
PC
S
PC
**
PC
PC
M
S
PC
S

27

Slight

28 (degrees C)

18

23
18
25
14
33
33
30
21
19
22
27
18
24
20
18
27
27
16
28
31
15
18
31
15
24
39
37
14
23
25
22
26
22
12
27
29
19
25
21
33
**
23
25
15
28
18
36

Orkney
ney

Calm

Temperature

Tomorrow

The world
Alicante
Amsterdam
Athens
Auckland
Bahrain
Bangkok
Barbados
Barcelona
Beijing
Beirut
Belgrade
Berlin
Bermuda
Bordeaux
Brussels
Bucharest
Budapest
Buenos Aires
Cairo
Calcutta
Canberra
Cape Town
Chicago
Copenhagen
Corfu
Delhi
Dubai
Dublin
Faro
Florence
Frankfurt
Geneva
Gibraltar
Helsinki
Hong Kong
Honolulu
Istanbul
Jerusalem
Johannesburg
Kuala Lumpur
Kyiv
Lanzarote
Las Palmas
Lima
Lisbon
Los Angeles
Luxor

Sea state

(mph)

1000
LOW
992

1016
1008

LOW
1000

HIGH

1008

1000

1016
1016

LOW

1016

1008
1016
1024
LOW

HIGH

Synoptic situation
A broad area of high pressure
situated to the south of Britain
and Ireland will lead to largely
dry conditions across most
areas. A brisk westerly ﬂow
will push scattered showers
eastwards across Ireland,
northwestern England and
western Scotland. The best
of the sunshine will be across
southern and central England
and southern Ireland.

1024

HIGH

Cold front
Warm front
Occluded front
Trough

Highs and lows

Hours of darkness

24hrs to 5pm yesterday

Aberdeen
Belfast
Birmingham
Cardiff
Exeter
Glasgow
Liverpool
London
Manchester
Newcastle
Norwich
Penzance
Shefﬁeld

Warmest: Heathrow, 18.4C
Coldest: Bealach Na Ba,
Inverness-shire, 0.7C
Wettest: Kinlochewe,
Ross and Cromarty, 15.6mm
Sunniest: Tiree, 11.3hrs*

Sun and moon
For Greenwich
Sun rises: 05.10
Sun sets: 20.41
Moon rises: 17.15
Moon sets: 04.32 Sat
Full Moon: May 16th

21:46-04:20
21:48-04:49
21:23-04:42
21:24-04:52
21:22-04:56
21:48-04:36
21:31-04:43
21:12-04:39
21:28-04:39
21:33-04:30
21:11-04:29
21:28-05:06
21:25-04:37

S

omething remarkable
happened on Wednesday —
it rained over much of the
UK. A weather front
marched down from
northwest Scotland, where most of
the rain fell, but by the time the
front reached southern parts of the
UK it was much weaker and only
gave a light but steady rain, what is
sometimes called “letty” weather in
the West Country. And when the
rain had cleared and sunshine
returned, a magnificent vista was
revealed in the sky, of mountainous
heaps of mighty cumulus clouds
lined up across the horizon in a
scene reminiscent of the Himalayas,
the cloudtops dazzling like snowy
mountain peaks, while down in the
foothills were straggly clumps of
stratus clouds gradually dying out.
Despite the steady rain, it hardly
penetrated the ground after weeks of
dry weather in many parts, and as
temperatures rose and sunshine
returned, the ground dried out once
more. High pressure is building up
again and turning the weather drier
over the UK, especially tomorrow.
Yet there are signs of another
change in the weather. A warm
plume of air is expected to be drawn
up from the south, and could well
break down into showers, possibly
thundery, spreading up from the
south on Sunday, although where
and when any rain falls remains
uncertain. But then May is well
known for sudden thundery
rainstorms, with wonderful names
such as a thunder-plump — a heavy
and sudden shower with thunder and
lightning that seems to come out of
nowhere. In the Midlands there is a
cow-quaker — a huge downpour
when cattle have been put out to
grass from their winter quarters.
The forecast remains uncertain
into next week as high pressure
battles with low pressure trying to
barge in from the Atlantic. Any rain
is most likely to fall in western parts,
although temperatures are likely to
stay above average and dry the
ground further. However, according
to folklore, a dry May is no bad
thing. As one saying goes, “A dry
May and a leaking June make the
farmer whistle a merry tune.”
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Even the judge
has been dragged
down by this sad
WAG soap opera
Matt Dickinson
Senior Sports
Writer

F

or hours at a time, Wayne
Rooney gazes straight ahead
impassively, presumably
wondering, like the rest of us,
how he came to be sitting in
The Royal Courts of Justice listening
to the comedy, tragedy, soap opera
and West End farce — and libel case,
apparently, though it is easy to lose
track — of “Wagatha Christie”.
To spend a full day in court 13 is to
slowly become disorientated about
what is actually being tested. Truth
and honesty? High-profile
reputations? The true source of
countless tabloid stories about
footballers’ private lives?
Perhaps it is whether English
football will ever become a grown-up
world in which the “WAG” acronym
itself is laid to rest. To attend the
High Court in London is to be sure
that the term has outstayed its
welcome by many years.
Yes, this is a case that seems like a
great laugh from afar — a bonanza of
celebrity, football, feuding, sleuthing,
bitter rivalry and a phone that very
unfortunately ends up at the bottom
of the North Sea — but rather less so
when you have sat in the stuffy
courtroom and walked out through
the throng of photographers and
news crews at the end of just one day

(and at present rate, this will not be
concluded in the scheduled seven).
Then, it feels like it drags down just
about everyone involved; perhaps
even an eminent judge in Mrs Justice
Steyn who must wonder if all those
years of training were for the purpose
of sifting through columns by the
“Secret WAG” and whether player F
shagged wife G.
The hearing certainly appears to be
doing little for Rebekah Vardy who —
it was easy to forget during another
long day in the witness box —
brought this case as complainant yet
twice required breaks as she burst
into tears, put her head down on the
desk to hide sobs and was last seen
being held by the arm as she made
her way out of court.
She insists that she was libelled by
Coleen Rooney when the wife of the
former England captain launched her
extraordinary public accusation in
October 2019 that Vardy was selling
stories plucked from a private
Instagram account to The Sun, but she
might have felt like she was on trial as
she was asked to explain numerous
WhatsApp exchanges with Caroline
Watt, her agent, about tabloid-worthy
gossip. Watt, she said, was now
dealing with “suicidal thoughts”. So,
no, not all giggles.
If chuckles are what you want,
there are certainly those — such as
when Vardy was asked about her
agent’s phone falling into the sea and,
according to Rooney’s lawyer, “into
Davy Jones’s locker”. “Who is Davy
Jones?” she replied, deadpan.
If it is WAG feuding you are after,
you should have been there for the

The case brought by Rebekah Vardy has thrown the WAGs back in the spotlight

exchange of looks when Rooney’s
lawyer, David Sherborne, read out an
interview by Vardy in which she
declared: “Arguing with Coleen
Rooney would be [like] arguing with a
pigeon. You can tell it that you are
right and it is wrong, but it’s still going
to s*** in your hair.” Rooney
glowered up at Vardy in the witness
box.
Celebrity names? The Gerrards,
Harts, Maguires and many more are
stirred into the mix, and endless
gossip recounted, including the story
of one footballer who was on a flight
to Las Vegas and arranged for an air
stewardess to go back to his room —
only to be thwarted in his amorous
intentions when he took his top off to

reveal a tattoo of his wedding vows.
Chuckle, chuckle.
This case will continue to fill the
papers and news bulletins, attract
journalists like me with car-crash
fascination — and BBC 5 Live did not
conduct a phone-in about whether
the case was worthy of extensive
coverage expecting the answer to be
“no” — yet I would defy anyone to sit
there even briefly (and the public can
attend, if there is space) and not
wonder, “how the hell did it come to
this?”
Perhaps it has been brewing since
2006 when I was among the dozen
journalists who were in the Brenners
Park Hotel at the World Cup in
Germany where the WAG circus

went stratospheric. The nonsense
could all be summed up one day
when the hotel erected huge screens
so that pap photographers could not
see the wives sunbathing — only for
some of them to ask the screens be
removed for blocking the view. How
else would they end up in the papers?
The story became bigger than the
football — “a monster” as Gary
Neville put it when we spoke for his
memoir, Red. “There were people who
saw a tournament not as a series of
football matches but as a photo
opportunity,” he noted. It was not a
sideshow; it was the show.
The scars still haunt the national
team. The court heard a statement
from Harpreet Robertson, a former
FA official who looked after players’
families, that the organisation had
been concerned about partners
drawing too much attention at the
2018 World Cup.
When WAGs were photographed
outside a restaurant in St Petersburg
— whether Vardy knowingly tipped
off the paparazzi became the subject
of a long discussion — Robertson
claimed that some partners including
Harry Maguire’s girlfriend, Fern, were
annoyed that they had been set up.
Players objected too.
The wiser among them did not
need Gareth Southgate to state the
obvious about what is helpful, but the
England manager has done more
than any to try to make the national
side less of a soap opera — including
a conscious downplaying of WAG
profiles for everyone’s sake, not least
those who think the term reduces
women to a photo opportunity.
Of course, there will be interest in
partners and celebrity. There always
has been, long before Posh Spice. In
the 1950s when Billy Wright, the
England captain, married Joy, one of
the highly successful Beverley Sisters
— she later revealed that part of
Wright’s seduction was when he
“invited me to see his England caps”
— thousands jammed the streets.
Tina Moore posed alongside her
revered husband in just an England
shirt and thigh-length leather boots in
Epping Forest for Terry O’Neill back
in the Sixties.
Modern WAG culture is not about
to vanish but, for all the hilarity and
fascination that this bizarre case has
stirred, a day in court drowning in
tittle-tattle might make you wish it
would.
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Sport Racing

Desert Crown puts Stoute back on top
Brough Scott

The master is back. Sir Michael Stoute
trained his first winner in April 1972.
Since then, the 76-year-old has been
champion trainer ten times and won all
the classics, including the Derby five
times. But in all that half-century he
can have had few sweeter moments
than when Desert Crown won the
Dante Stakes at York yesterday.
The elegant bay three-year-old’s only
previous racing experience was winning
a minor race at Nottingham in November. A training hitch had slowed this
season’s progress, reports of his homework were only adequate and Stoute
was customarily cautionary on the colt’s
prospects, stating that he was only just
ready for this first run of the season.
Yet the yearning for something to
lighten this cloudy Derby picture and

knowledge of the trainer’s genius still
made Desert Crown joint-favourite at
the off. Oh, how well did he justify it.
The first test is the mental one and he
passed the paddock pressure with admirable calm and did not panic when
Masekela flipped and had to be withdrawn from the stalls. In the race, Richard Kingscote settled Desert Crown
sixth of the eight remaining runners
and Godolphin’s massive White Wolf
set off in front with the Ballydoyle
hopeful Bluegrass in company, the
others stacked up behind them and the
Knavesmire waiting to see the tale.
White Wolf kept on well for one so
inexperienced. A quarter-mile out the
whole field was fanned wide across the
track with nearly everything possible.
Kingscote was tilted confidently on
Desert Crown but with running to do
and questions that had to be answered.

Rob Wright
1.50 Miami Girl
4.10 Super Stars (nap)
2.25 Rolling The Dice
4.45 Mossbawn
3.00 Rogue Bear (nb)
5.20 Meredif
3.35 Search For A Song
Going: good
Draw: no advantage
Racing TV

Knights The New Name For Langleys ITV4
British EBF Marygate Fillies' Stakes
(Listed: 2-Y-O: £36,862: 5f) (16 runners)

11 BEAUTIFUL EYES 9 (D) C & M Johnston 9-0
72
F Norton
1
(9)
1 CARMELA 24 (D) D Loughnane 9-0
70
R Kingscote
2 (13)
1 DAYTONA LADY 15 (D) S P C Woods 9-0
v91
James Doyle
3 (15)
3 DON'T FIGHT IT 15 K Dalgleish 9-0
56
S James
4
(6)
1 FIX YOU 34 (D) Alice Haynes 9-0
74
K O'Neill
5
(3)
1 JUMBEAU 17 (D) Tom Clover 9-0
69
H Turner
6
(5)
21 JUNGLE TIME 15 (D) K Burke 9-0
72
S Osborne
7
(7)
31 LOST ANGEL 17 (D) C Cox 9-0
71
L Keniry
8 (12)
041 LUCY LIGHTFOOT 10 (D) S C Williams 9-0
64
P J McDonald
9 (16)
1 MIAMI GIRL 12 (D) R Hannon 9-0
880
Rossa Ryan
10 (4)
1 MISS AMERICAN PIE 32 (D) J S Moore 9-0
71
J F Egan
11 (14)
2 PILLOW TALK 17 K Burke 9-0
69
D Tudhope
12 (2)
221 PRIMROSE RIDGE 22 (D) Darryll Holland 9-0
73
L Dettori
13 (10)
-SHANDY STAR R Fell 9-0
B Curtis
14 (8)
51 THE TWILIGHT LADY 20 (D) R Fell 9-0
71
T Marquand
15 (1)
21 YAHSAT 16 (D) K Burke 9-0
76
C Lee
16 (11)
7-2 Miami Girl, 11-2 Fix You, 6-1 Carmela, 15-2 Daytona Lady, 8-1 Yahsat, 10-1 Pillow Talk, 12-1 Beautiful
Eyes, Lost Angel.

Rob Wright’s choice: Miami Girl made a big impression on her debut at
Newmarket and there should be more to come Dangers: Fix You, Primrose Ridge

2.25

Oaks Farm Stables Fillies' Stakes

ITV4

(Listed: 3-Y-O: £36,862: 1m) (12)
93
C Lee
1 (10) 441-42 HONEY SWEET 14 (P) K Burke 9-5
21-4 ARION 12 H Palmer 9-2
87
James Doyle
2
(3)
152495
EIDIKOS
202
E
Bethell
9-2
K
Stott
3
(2)
32-2 FONTEYN 31 K Ryan 9-2
92
A Atzeni
4
(7)
15- GIRL ON FILM 231 R Beckett 9-2
83
Rossa Ryan
5
(8)
1 GRANDE DAME 16 (D) J & T Gosden 9-2
95
L Dettori
6
(5)
1-3 LOVE INTEREST 20 (H) D O'Meara 9-2
86
D Tudhope
7
(1)
61-4 NO NAY NICKI 47 R Fahey 9-2
79
P Hanagan
8 (12)
T Marquand v103
9
(9) 1013-4 PERFECT NEWS 31 (T) W Haggas 9-2
99
R Kingscote
10 (4) 154-0 RISHES BAAR 31 D O'Meara 9-2
98
B Curtis
11 (6) 4013- ROLLING THE DICE 246 (W,T) H Kobeissi 9-2
80
S Gray
12 (11) 441-1 SCOTCH MISTRESS 11 D O'Meara 9-2
5-2 Grande Dame, 7-2 Perfect News, 13-2 Honey Sweet, 7-1 Fonteyn, 8-1 Girl On Film, 12-1 Rishes Baar,
14-1 Arion, Eidikos.

Newbury
Rob Wright
1.00 Diffident Spirit
1.30 The Foxes
2.05 Ibiza Rocks
2.40 Morghom

3.15 Double Cherry
3.50 Moel Arthur
4.20 Australian Angel

Going: good to soft
Draw: no advantage

1.00

Stoute’s Desert
Crown is the new
Derby favourite
after an easy win
at York yesterday

Wright choice: Rolling The Dice has had a breathing operation since a good third to
Inspiral in group two company at Doncaster Dangers: Grande Dame, Perfect News

York

1.50

In his other life, the 35-year-old jockey throws mighty motorbikes around
the trails and as his throttle came out
the four-legged power beneath had
hooves which bit the turf.
Up the outside and into the lead
swept Desert Crown. Across towards the rail, Royal Patronage
tried for a few strides to match
him, Bluegrass ran through the
others but the only question was
whether weakness or lack of experience would make the leader
falter. He did not, leaving the
highly proven Royal
Patronage 3½ lengths

Racing TV

Handicap (£3,078: 1m) (14)

L Browne
1 (6) 10035 HATHLOOL 16 (BF) M Appleby 4-10-2
J Peate
2 (1) 501-6 HOVER 42 (D) M Meade 5-10-2
Rose Dawes (3)
3 (9) 110-5 GREY FOX 18 (P,D) E Lavelle 5-10-0
C Howarth
4 (8) 2-056 TRICOLORE 37 (P) M Botti 4-10-0
5 (4) 23-24 MARK OF RESPECT 16 (D) J Portman 4-10-0 A Keeley
6 (13) 1246- KEEPER'S CHOICE 272 (CD) A Wintle 8-10-0 S Cale (7)
L Kent (5)
7 (2) 40-06 DIFFIDENT SPIRIT 10 (CD) T Kent 4-10-0
8 (11) 23-22 BRUNEL CHARM 22 (P,BF) R Hughes 5-9-12 D Le Roux (7)
Bradley Furniss (5)
9 (12) 1-255 ELOSO 20 G Kelleway 4-9-11
L Catton
10(14) 4-062 MAJESTIC TEJAAN 86 T Ward 4-9-10
11 (7) 05-12 SECRET GLOW 18 (T,BF,D) H Main 4-9-10 C Planas (7)
12 (5) 46-50 KNOWWHENTORUN 39 (P) R Teal 4-9-8 Morgan Cole
13(10) -2301 DANDY MAESTRO 37 (V,D) R Spencer 4-9-6 W Pyle (5)
14 (3) 050-0 KATIE'S KITTEN 30 (B,D) M Appleby 4-9-4
Erika Parkinson
5-1 Hathlool, 6-1 Grey Fox, Dandy Maestro, 7-1 Hover, 8-1 Secret Glow, 10-1
Brunel Charm, Tricolore, 12-1 Majestic Tejaan.

1.30

Maiden Stakes (2-Y-O: £4,860: 6f) (15)

1 (5)
2 (1)
3 (11)
4 (7)
5 (6)
6 (8)
7 (10)
8 (14)
9 (15)
10(12)
11(13)

DARK THIRTY R Hannon 9-7
DOCTOR MOZART P Evans 9-7
FREEDOM DAY J & T Gosden 9-7
GERALT OF RIVIA C Hills 9-7
IT'S CHICO TIME R Teal 9-7
MARBAAN C Fellowes 9-7
METAL MERCHANT M Channon 9-7
MYSTERIOUS NIGHT C Appleby 9-7
PRIORS DELL W Muir & C Grassick 9-7
SEDUCTIVE POWER R Hannon 9-7
SERGEANT PEP C Cox 9-7

S M Levey
G Downing
R Havlin
K Shoemark
T Whelan
J P Spencer
D Keenan
W Buick
M Ghiani
P Dobbs
A Kirby

3.00

Paddy Power 'I Love Steak'
Handicap (£18,039: 1m 2f) (12)

97
James Doyle
1 (12) 0606-1 BELLOCCIO 25 D Menuisier 4-9-10
90
D Tudhope
2
(3) 500-04 WHAT'S THE STORY 25 (P,C) K Dalgleish 8-9-6
33004v101
COCKALORUM
202
(D)
R
Fell
7-9-4
B
Curtis
3 (10)
96
P Hanagan
4
(4) 21240- SPIRIT DANCER 192 (D) R Fahey 5-9-2
92
J Mitchell
5
(5) 411-33 ROGUE BEAR 27 (BF) Tom Clover 4-8-12
91
Rossa Ryan
6
(7) 61600- THE FLYING GINGER 216 (CD) R Fell 4-8-12
89
G Lee
7
(6) 30012- SUMMA PETO 169 K Dalgleish 4-8-12
90
T Marquand
8
(8) 604-04 PARACHUTE 24 (B,D) E Walker 4-8-10
92
S James
9 (11) 35152- SKILLED WARRIOR 207 G Tuer 4-8-10
88
F Norton
10 (1) 0-2035 LOVE IS GOLDEN 13 C & M Johnston 4-8-9
87
D Fentiman
11 (2) 060-20 BOLLIN JOAN 5 (P,C,D) T Easterby 7-8-8
90
P-L Jamin (3)
12 (9) 11124- MIRAMICHI 243 (D) T Dascombe 4-8-8
11-4 Rogue Bear, 11-2 Belloccio, 8-1 Cockalorum, Miramichi, Spirit Dancer, 10-1 Parachute, What's The
Story, 12-1 Love Is Golden, Skilled Warrior.

Wright choice: Rogue Bear has run well in competitive mile handicaps on both
starts this year; he should relish this trip Dangers: Parachute, What’s The Story

3.35

Paddy Power Yorkshire Cup Stakes

Wright choice: Search For A Song had a recent pipe-opener at Navan and she can
make the most of the weight she receives from her rivals Danger: Stradivarius

4.10

Paddy Power 'Fill Thi Boots'
Handicap (3-Y-O: £12,885: 1m 4f) (8)

ITV4

91
C Lee
1
(3) 41-212 AL QAREEM 21 K Burke 9-9
v99
James Doyle
2
(1) 02-11 WILD CRUSADE 37 (P,D) C Appleby 9-8
11 NEW COMEDY 20 (D) C Appleby 9-7
87
L Dettori
3
(8)
81
R Hornby
4
(6) 031-3 SPEYCASTER 37 (BF) R Beckett 9-2
72
R Kingscote
5
(7) 2-2314 ACHNAMARA 20 (D) C & M Johnston 9-1
82
F Norton
6
(4) 035-11 PONS AELIUS 34 (D) C & M Johnston 8-11
82
B Curtis
7
(2) 422-5 SUPER STARS 12 C & M Johnston 8-11
1-2 LADY LABELLE 24 A Balding 8-10
95
A Atzeni
8
(5)
15-8 Wild Crusade, 7-2 New Comedy, 11-2 Al Qareem, 15-2 Pons Aelius, 10-1 Speycaster, Achnamara, 12-1
Lady Labelle, Super Stars.

Wright choice: Super Stars shaped better than the result suggests when fifth
at Newmarket; this stiffer test will suit Dangers: Speycaster, New Comedy

Handicap

ITV4

41-44 ABLE KANE 14 (D) B Millman 5-9-9
D Probert
30-10 BERNARDO O'REILLY 39 (CD) R Spencer 8-9-8 A Kirby
3-203 SILVER SAMURAI 7 (H,D) M Botti 5-9-5
W Buick
320-5 IBIZA ROCKS 29 (C) C Hills 4-9-3
K Shoemark
2040- MITROSONFIRE 203 (D) W Muir & C Grassick 4-9-3
N Currie
6 (1) -1314 PUERTO DE VEGA 22 (T,BF,D) S C Williams 4-8-12
M Ghiani
S De Sousa
7 (2) 03-00 INDIAN CREAK 14 (D) M Channon 5-8-11
7-2 Ibiza Rocks, 4-1 Silver Samurai, 5-1 Puerto De Vega, Bernardo O'Reilly,
11-2 Able Kane, 7-1 Mitrosonfire, 8-1 Indian Creak.
(3)
(5)
(7)
(4)
(6)

Wright choice: Ibiza Rocks raced too keenly early on when
fifth at Newmarket
Danger: Puerto De Vega

2.40

v123
110
116
103
115

L Dettori
1
(1) 41123- STRADIVARIUS 209 (CD) J & T Gosden 8-9-6
R Hornby
2
(2) 0532-1 MAX VEGA 27 R Beckett 5-9-3
B Robinson
3
(4) 2552-5 TASHKHAN 16 (D) B Ellison 4-9-3
F Norton
4
(5) 324-62 THUNDEROUS 8 (B,C) C & M Johnston 5-9-3
C D Hayes
5
(3) 5614-2 SEARCH FOR A SONG 20 (BF,C,D) D K Weld (Ire) 6-9-0
8-11 Stradivarius, 9-2 Search For A Song, 6-1 Tashkhan, 8-1 Max Vega, 10-1 Thunderous.

(£13,085: 6f) (7)
1
2
3
4
5

ITV4

(Group II: £99,242: 1m 6f) (5)

SKYBLUEGOLD M Channon 9-7
Rose Dawes (7)
12 (9)
THE FOXES A Balding 9-7
D Probert
13 (4)
WINTER
CROWN
C
Appleby
9-7
J Crowley
14 (3)
TOP OF THE CLASS M Loughnane 9-2
S De Sousa
15 (2)
3-1 Mysterious Night, 5-1 Freedom Day, 11-2 The Foxes, 7-1 Seductive Power,
8-1 Winter Crown, Dark Thirty, 12-1 Sergeant Pep, 14-1 Geralt Of Rivia, Marbaan.

2.05

ITV4

Novice Stakes
(3-Y-O: £5,400: 7f) (15)

1 MORGHOM 27 (C) M Tregoning 9-10
J Crowley
1 (14)
1- ILEACH MATHAN 196 H Main 9-7
S De Sousa
2 (12)
00 GOD OF THUNDER 13 R Hannon 9-4
D O'Neill
3 (8)
LANDSHIP J S Moore 9-4
S W Kelly
4 (4)
NAGA EYE H Palmer 9-4
R Coakley
5 (7)
ROYAL DEBUT R Varian 9-4
C Noble (3)
6 (9)
0- SATELLITE CALL 238 A Wintle 9-4
T Whelan
7 (13)
TRAILBLAZER W Muir & C Grassick 9-4
T Greatrex
8 (10)
P Dobbs
9 (1) 60- VILLALOBOS 197 R Hughes 9-4
3 WHATS IN THE BAG 41 R Teal 9-4
W Buick
10 (5)
5 ADELA OF CHAMPAGNE 26 D Menuisier 8-13 J P Spencer
11 (6)
0- LADY MADONNA 147 C Hills 8-13
K Shoemark
12(11)
0 PRIDE ASIDE 31 R Hannon 8-13
S M Levey
13 (2)
SCORPIO B Meehan 8-13
R Havlin
14 (3)
3 WHITEBEAM 26 H & R Charlton 8-13
D Probert
15(15)
9-4 Morghom, 4-1 Whitebeam, 11-2 Ileach Mathan, 6-1 Royal Debut, 10-1
Whats In The Bag, 12-1 Naga Eye, Adela Of Champagne, 20-1 Scorpio.

3.15

4.45

Yorkshire Equine Practice Handicap
(£10,476: 7f) (20)

87
T Eaves
1
(6) 013-02 CHALLET 29 (CD) M Dods 5-10-1
88
S Osborne (3)
2
(1) 0160-0 MUNTADAB 25 (D) R Fell 10-10-1
91
G Lee
3 (19) 11110- RUSSCO 210 (D) D McCain 4-10-1
82
James Doyle
4
(9) 0004-4 TAMMANI 13 (D) D O'Meara 5-10-0
84
K Stott
5 (11) -65004 BROKEN SPEAR 9 (P,C,D) T Coyle 6-10-0
84
P J McDonald
6 (13) 225-31 IL BANDITO 25 (D) James Horton 4-10-0
86
B Curtis
7 (14) 4310-3 MOSSBAWN 25 (BF,D) D & N Barron 5-10-0
86
L Edmunds
8
(5) 3110-0 UGO GREGORY 25 (P,T,CD) T Easterby 6-9-13
v96
P Hanagan
9
(2) 620-00 INTERNATIONALDREAM 25 R Fahey 4-9-12
84
S Gray
10 (3) 01346- LA RAV 161 (D) M & D Easterby 8-9-11
81
D Fentiman
11 (16) 3500-4 DANZAN 27 (P) T Easterby 7-9-10
81
T Marquand
12 (12) 2000-1 ADMIRALITY 19 (D) R Fell 8-9-9
74
C Lee
13 (10) 004-35 DANIELSFLYER 25 (P,D) M Dods 8-9-7
81
J Fisher (5)
14 (4) 364000 MYKONOS ST JOHN 13 (P,D) S Dixon 5-9-6
75
T Hamilton
15 (20) -24662 SIR MAXI 15 (D) R Fahey 4-9-5
79
D Tudhope
16 (18) 4500-3 SAFRAN 23 (D) D O'Meara 5-9-5
75
J Garritty
17 (7) -21202 OUTRUN THE STORM 22 (CD) R Fahey 4-9-5
79
B Robinson
18 (8) 1000-5 RAMIRO 16 (D) B Ellison 6-9-5
72
C Hardie
19 (15) 250-06 STRONGBOWE 13 (P,D) T Easterby 6-9-4
77
O Stammers (3)
20 (17) 2/25-D FLEETWOOD PIER 16 M Dods 4-9-4
13-2 Il Bandito, 7-1 Mossbawn, Challet, 10-1 Admirality, Outrun The Storm, 12-1 Safran, Danzan, Ramiro,
Tammani, Fleetwood Pier.

Wright choice: Mossbawn travelled well for a long way when third at Redcar;
he should be sharper with that run behind him Dangers: Challet, Ugo Gregory

5.20

Longines Irish Champions Weekend
Handicap (3-Y-O: £12,885: 5f) (16)

92
B Curtis
1 (14) 02-324 HELLOMYDARLIN 15 (P) G Boughey 9-11
v97
C Lee
2
(5) 0012-5 KORKER 21 (BF,D) K Burke 9-9
93
S James
3 (15) 414-40 FAST RESPONSE 15 (D) K Burke 9-2
87
S Gray
4
(1) 140-46 MELAYU KINGDOM 38 (D) K Ryan 9-1
90
K O'Neill
5
(7) 142-63 JOSIES KID 13 (P,CD) Alice Haynes 9-1
-T Marquand
6 (16) 12040- LITTLE EARL 301 (D) R Cowell 9-1
10-6 PEGGY SIOUX 29 (D) K Ryan 9-0
83
K Stott
7
(6)
86
O McSweeney (5)
8 (13) 0334-2 CATCH CUNNINGHAM 34 (D) K Ryan 8-12
85
L Edmunds
9
(9) 0103- SWAYZE 273 (D) W Muir & C Grassick 8-12
84
G Lee
10 (10) 23410- BOND POWER 223 (D) B Smart 8-10
81
T Eaves
11 (8) 515-5 RED WARNING 34 (D) M Dods 8-9
041- MEREDIF 226 (D) Owen Burrows 8-7
79
A Atzeni
12 (4)
110- MAYBE EVEN NEVER 217 N Tinkler 8-6
84
F McManoman (3)
13 (12)
76
D Fentiman
14 (2) 326-43 MATTICE 18 (BF) T Easterby 8-5
73
C Hardie
15 (11) 21000- SHOWTIME MAHOMES 268 (D) G Tuer 8-5
81
G Rooke (3)
16 (3) 32122 CRUSH AND RUN 27 (B,BF,D) R Hughes 8-4
4-1 Meredif, 11-2 Catch Cunningham, 7-1 Korker, 8-1 Josies Kid, 10-1 Swayze, Peggy Sioux, Crush And Run,
14-1 Hellomydarlin, Red Warning, Mattice.

Wright choice: Mederif was most impressive when opening her account at
Nottingham; she looks well handicapped
Dangers: Peggy Sioux, Josies Kid

Maiden Stakes
(3-Y-O: £5,940: 1m 2f) (9)

CONQUERING W Muir & C Grassick 9-7
T Greatrex
1 (5)
K Shoemark
2 (7) 5-6 DOUBLE CHERRY 27 T Ward 9-7
W Buick
3 (4) 0D- FALLING SHADOW 153 C Appleby 9-7
53 LOCKSMITH 15 E J-Houghton 9-7
G Downing
4 (6)
A Kirby
5 (2) 2-5 MY MATE TED 27 R Teal 9-7
3- SEA DART 273 J Portman 9-7
H Crouch
6 (9)
0
SEA
STONE
27
I
Mohammed
9-7
T
Hammer
Hansen
7 (8)
5 TUXEDO JUNCTION 17 J Fanshawe 9-7
R Havlin
8 (1)
2 ZABEIR 27 A Balding 9-7
D Probert
9 (3)
2-1 Falling Shadow, 4-1 Zabeir, 5-1 Sea Dart, My Mate Ted, 8-1 Double Cherry,
12-1 Tuxedo Junction, 14-1 Sea Stone, 20-1 Conquering, 50-1 Locksmith.

3.50

Handicap (£3,078: 1m 4f) (16)

S M Levey
1 (15) 2-026 GUSTAV HOLST 20 (B) R Hannon 4-9-11
2 (3) 432-4 TRALEE HILLS 32 (P,C,D) S Hodgson 8-9-11 K Shoemark
J Crowley
3 (5) 326-6 ZIKANY 18 A Perrett 4-9-11
W Cox (3)
4 (12) 1226- TIME INTERVAL 234 (BF) J Flint 4-9-9
M Ghiani
5 (7) 352 SAIGON 25 M Botti 4-9-9
6 (14) 4031- FLYING DRAGON 223 (H,D) R Phillips 6-9-7 J Peate (7)
H Crouch
7 (8) 11-11 WAY OF LIFE 18 (D) J Portman 4-9-5
R Tart
8 (1) 525-1 MOEL ARTHUR 97 (T) B Johnson 4-9-5
9 (6) 5242- ORIENTAL ART 262 (BF) D M Simcock 4-9-4 J P Spencer
10(11) 404- SWISS MISTRESS 198 P Chapple-Hyam 4-9-3 R Havlin
C Bennett
11 (2) 6/3-6 CHAMPS DE REVES 23 M Blake 7-9-1
D Probert
12(10) 600-4 FRANCISCO BAY 18 E De Giles 6-9-1
T Whelan
13(16) 6126- RUMI 165 H & R Charlton 4-9-1
14 (4) 2026- PRIDE OF NEPAL J129 J Scott 4-8-11 Georgia Dobie (3)
15(13) 5-136 CHARLIE ARTHUR 76 (D) S Hodgson 6-8-11 W Carver (3)
W Buick
16 (9) 0-504 LIBERATED LAD 20 (P,T,D) I Williams 4-8-10
4-1 Moel Arthur, 5-1 Way Of Life, 7-1 Liberated Lad, 8-1 Rumi, Oriental Art,
Swiss Mistress, Saigon, 14-1 Zikany.

4.20

in his wake, with Bluegrass a full two
lengths further back. After weeks of
confusion, we had a new Derby favourite and a great trainer back in the spotlight that his eminence has earned so
many times before.
He is silver-haired and in his
seventies now, and in the past
few years has had the sorrow of
losing his long-term partner,
Coral Pritchard-Gordon. And
this year his mornings miss the
perennial daily support of the
cricket legend and racing
devotee
Michael
Holding.
There had been
reports of a saddened Stoute and
even of imminent
retirement but in

Handicap (3-Y-O: £4,563: 1m 3f) (6)

W Buick
1 (2) 14-4 INDEPENDENT ACT 31 (H) C Appleby 9-9
R Havlin
2 (4) 03-51 MARCH MOON 15 (P) J & T Gosden 9-8
5-353
THUNDER
MAX
12
(BF)
R
Hannon
9-7
S
De
Sousa
3 (5)
K Shoemark
4 (3) 41-0 ZAIN NIGHTS 39 (C) H & R Charlton 9-6
M Harley
5 (6) 531-2 VICTORY 21 A King 9-3
6 (1) 0-64 AUSTRALIAN ANGEL 18 A Balding 8-4 Josephine Gordon
13-8 March Moon, 4-1 Victory, Independent Act, 7-1 Thunder Max, 8-1 others.

Rob Wright

1.10

3.25 Mighty Ulysses
4.00 Arctic Emperor
4.35 Brazen Bolt
Racing TV

Handicap (3-Y-O: £3,996: 7f) (9)

1 (4) 0-232 TRUELY ACLAIMED 11 (D) J J Quinn 9-10 Harry Davies (7)
L Morris
2 (3) 3-212 NORTH LINCOLN 12 Sir M Prescott 9-10
P Cosgrave
3 (8) 30-45 HODLER 18 (H) J Boyle 9-8
T P Queally
4 (2) -1123 GOLDEN SPICE 37 (D) G Margarson 9-8
N Callan
5 (5) 2-521 LIANGEL HOPE 15 (D) D O'Meara 9-7
H Doyle
6 (1) 252-3 STUBBLE FIELD 23 S Pearce 9-6
B Sayette (7)
7 (9) 105-0 ADJUDICATOR 37 (D) K P De Foy 9-5
David Egan
8 (7) -0312 BURABACK 37 (D) J Best & K Jewell 9-2
C Fallon
9 (6) 4-43 MISS CANDY 15 J Chapple-Hyam 8-10
5-2 North Lincoln, 10-3 Truely Aclaimed, 6-1 Liangel Hope, 7-1 others.

1.40

Handicap (£6,696: 7f) (9)

C Bishop
1 (6) 340-2 SMEATON'S LIGHT 20 M Channon 4-9-10
Kaiya Fraser (7)
2 (1) 220-1 CASTANA DIA 20 C Wall 4-9-10
H Doyle
3 (5) 42-01 DASHING DICK 42 (P,D) W Stone 4-9-8
4 (4) 3406- FIGHTING TEMERAIRE 322 (D) D Ivory 9-9-6 N Callan
5 (7) 4U4-5 ROYAL MUSKETEER 47 Steph Hollinshead 4-9-5 C Fallon
David Egan
6 (3) 535-4 BEAUTY CHOICE 17 (D) W Jarvis 5-9-4
D Muscutt
7 (9) -1246 MOBARHIN 17 (B) K P De Foy 4-9-3
L Morris
8 (8) 20-00 GOSNAY GOLD 32 (D) S Dow 4-9-0
J Haynes
9 (2) 36005 LIBBY AMI 30 (D) I Furtado 4-8-4
100-30 Dashing Dick, 4-1 Castana Dia, Smeaton's Light, 6-1 others.

2.15

Search For A
Song can hit
winning note
Rob Wright Racing Editor

Irish raider Search For A Song will be
fit after a recent run at Navan and she
can see off hot favourite Stradivarius in
the Paddy Power Yorkshire Cup (3.35)
at York today.
A dual winner of the group one Irish
St Leger, she made a promising return
to action when second at Navan, travelling well for a long way before lack of
peak fitness told in the closing stages.
Search For A Song was an easy winner on her only previous start at this
track and she can make the most of the
6lb she receives from Stradivarius, who
has been an outstanding stayer but is
now approaching the veteran stage.
Super Stars can take the Paddy
Power Handicap (4.10). He shaped better than the result suggests when fifth
on his reappearance at Newmarket,
seeming to become unbalanced entering the dip and then being hampered
before staying on again close to home.
The long straight and flat track at
York should be ideal for Super Stars and
he can give trainer Mark Johnston a
fourth successive win in this handicap.
2.50

Newmarket
1.10 Hodler
1.40 Dashing Dick
2.15 Prydwen
2.50 Soapy Stevens
Going: good
Draw: no advantage

his ever reserved way he was on the
mettle in the unsaddling enclosure.
“He’s impressed me as he’s had a
hold-up and we’ve only just got him up
to a race,” the trainer said of his latest
hopeful. “I think the Derby trip will be
fine for him. He’s a quality horse with a
great mind.”
Stoute has now equalled Henry
Cecil’s record of seven Dantes but while
both Shahrastani in 1986 and North
Light in 2004 went on to Epsom glory,
others were not so lucky, most particularly the Queen’s Carlton House, who
became favourite in 2011 only to have
an injury-hit final preparation and even
then was an unlucky-in-running third.
The next three weeks will have their
usual overload of stress and speculation
but on one thing we can be certain: the
new Derby favourite is in the very best
of hands.

Handicap (£8,100: 1m 2f) (6)

H Doyle
1 (6) 3-126 IMPERIAL SANDS 28 A Watson 4-9-9
2 (3) 003-6 GOOD BIRTHDAY 16 (V,D) A Balding 6-9-8
Harry Davies (7)
David Egan
3 (2) 32-00 MARCH LAW 38 C & M Johnston 4-9-8
D Muscutt
4 (1) 41-11 PRYDWEN 20 (D) G Scott 4-9-4
N Callan
5 (4) 50-13 PISANELLO 13 D O'Meara 5-8-13
P Cosgrave
6 (5) 52-64 BAD COMPANY 24 (P,D) J Boyle 5-8-12
6-4 Prydwen, 9-4 Pisanello, 9-2 Imperial Sands, 7-1 Good Birthday, 10-1 others.

Handicap (£12,885: 1m 6f) (6)

1 (1) 1101- SUMMER'S KNIGHT 230 (D) Sir M Prescott 4-9-11
L Morris
P Cosgrave
2 (6) 161-1 GOING GONE 24 (C) J Boyle 4-9-9
3 (4) -2314 NATE THE GREAT 28 A Balding 6-9-8 Harry Davies (7)
H Doyle
4 (5) /31-S GUMBALL 17 (D) F O'Brien 8-9-7
N Callan
5 (2) 4-140 MOLIWOOD 28 (B,D) M Botti 4-9-4
6 (3) 00-53 SOAPY STEVENS 12 (H,D) C & M Johnston 4-9-0
David Egan
5-2 Summer's Knight, 3-1 Soapy Stevens, 4-1 Going Gone, 5-1 Gumball, 13-2
Nate The Great, 10-1 Moliwood.

3.25

Novice Stakes (3-Y-O: £5,400: 1m) (9)

1-5 MIGHTY ULYSSES 24 (H,D) J & T Gosden 9-11
B Sayette (7)
3- DEVOTED POET 196 R Varian 9-4
David Egan
2 (7)
EASTER SUNDAE L Allan 9-4
D E Hogan
3 (4)
FIRST RULER C Appleby 9-4
Harry Davies (7)
4 (5)
05 I AM THE SEA 17 W Haggas 9-4
C Fallon
5 (3)
50 INVINCIBLE KING 17 J Ferguson 9-4
D Muscutt
6 (6)
0 SMART CONTENDER 27 S & E Crisford 9-4
N Callan
7 (2)
WAR BONNET Matt Crawley 9-4
R Clutterbuck (3)
8 (1)
OH SO AUDACIOUS C Wall 8-13
G Wood
9 (9)
6-4 Mighty Ulysses, 5-2 Devoted Poet, 3-1 First Ruler, 14-1 Invincible King, I
Am The Sea, Smart Contender, 25-1 Oh So Audacious, 66-1 others.
1 (8)

4.00

Handicap (£6,696: 1m) (4)

H Doyle
1 (3) 2440- ARCTIC EMPEROR 207 (D) A Watson 4-9-9
R Dawson
2 (1) 15-05 CRACK REGIMENT 22 (B,D) H Spiller 5-9-9
J Bryan
3 (2) 0-443 FLYIN' HIGH 18 (D) A Balding 4-9-8
David Egan
4 (4) 410-5 CANOODLED 23 (C,D) E Walker 4-9-1
11-8 Flyin' High, 3-1 Arctic Emperor, 100-30 Canoodled, 9-2 Crack Regiment.

4.35

Handicap (£3,996: 6f) (6)

Mark Winn
1 (2) 121-3 BRAZEN BOLT 13 J J Quinn 5-10-0
Molly Gunn (8)
2 (4) -0400 CAHORS 7 A Carson 4-9-12
3 (5) -5260 EXPERT OPINION 24 (P) H Spiller 4-9-12 S Feilden (5)
4 (1) 1-641 AS IF BY CHANCE 7 (V,D) N Tinkler 4-9-12(5ex) A Jary (6)
5 (6) /0600 MAIN TARGET 14 (T) K P De Foy 4-9-11 J Bradnam (5)
L Atzori (8)
6 (3) 65350 SHAMSHON 28 (D) S C Williams 11-9-0
6-4 As If By Chance, 13-8 Brazen Bolt, 7-1 Main Target, 10-1 Expert Opinion,
14-1 Cahors, 16-1 Shamshon.
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Sport
7.00

Aintree
Rob Wright
5.15 Baaem
7.35 Exelerator Express
5.50 Dublin Four
8.10 Merry Berry
6.25 Happy Du Mesnil 8.45 Good Boy
7.00 Paddys Motorbike
Going: good
Racing TV

5.15

Novices' Hurdle
(£4,084: 2m 103yd) (6)

BAASEM F576 Dr R Newland 6-11-0
S Twiston-Davies
1
3/0- COLEMANSTOWN LAD 340 (H) O Murphy 6-11-0 F Gregory
2
5/0- HYBRIS 111 (T) Mrs S Leech 5-11-0
A P Heskin
3
44- PAVLIK 227 A M Thomson 5-11-0
R Mania
4
A Coleman
5 5/31- UKANTANGO 60 (D) O Murphy 5-11-0
A Johns
6 4333- POCKET TOO 60 (T) V Dartnall 4-10-8
5-4 Ukantango, 2-1 Baasem, 6-1 Pocket Too, 10-1 Pavlik, 16-1 Colemanstown
Lad, Hybris.

5.50

Handicap Chase
(£6,808: 2m 4f) (8)

34P2- GAELIK COAST 22 (D) D McCain 8-12-0
B Hughes
330P- ESPOIR DE TEILLEE 34 (T,D) T R George 10-12-0
T Scudamore
T Bellamy
3 10/1- SHANG TANG 228 E Lavelle 8-11-11
K Woods
4 F5U1- DUBLIN FOUR 21 (T,D) F O'Brien 8-11-11
5 5P0F- MORNING VICAR 35 (D) N Henderson 9-11-10
S Twiston-Davies
H Bannister
6 2F21- CORRAN CROSS 27 (D) R Bandey 7-11-4
Sean Quinlan
7 P123- BARTON KNOLL 41 J Mackie 10-11-3
H Skelton
8 54F5- DESTRIER 27 (T) D Skelton 9-11-2
3-1 Gaelik Coast, 7-2 Dublin Four, 4-1 Corran Cross, 5-1 Shang Tang, 8-1
Destrier, Barton Knoll, 14-1 Morning Vicar, 20-1 Espoir De Teillee.

1
2

6.25

Handicap Hurdle

8.45

(£10,075: 2m 4f) (11)

Maiden Hurdle
(£4,084: 2m 4f) (4)

DOMINIC'S FAULT O Murphy 5-11-4
A Coleman
1
A Wedge
2 3532- HAPPY DU MESNIL 51 (BF) E Williams 5-11-4
HENRY'S FRIEND B Pauling 5-11-4
K Woods
3
T Bellamy
4 2/52- WATERLOO QUAY 29 David Dennis 6-11-4
11-8 Happy Du Mesnil, 13-8 Dominic's Fault, 5-1 Waterloo Quay, 15-2 Henry's
Friend.

(£4,318: 2m 1f) (10)

C Brace
1 150-5 CHAMPAGNE WELL 13 F O'Brien 9-12-0
D Jacob
2 /P00- MONTE CRISTO 83 (W) N Henderson 6-11-13
S Sheppard
3 2251- DORKING BOY 30 (T) T Lacey 8-11-13
Charlotte Jones (5)
4 11U6- ALQAMAR 41 J Moffatt 8-11-12
5 1325- PADDYS MOTORBIKE 35 (P,T,D) S Thomas 10-11-12F Lambert (7)
S Bowen
6 1205- CAPTAIN MORGS 30 (BF) N Henderson 6-11-11
H Skelton
7 /PPP- FLASH THE STEEL 34 (B,T) D Skelton 10-11-8
R Dingle
8 2325- STORMY FLIGHT 30 (D) J Scott 8-11-4
Sean Quinlan
9 4011- BIG BAD BEAR 22 (D) N Richards 8-11-2
10 2252- MADE FOR YOU 44 (T) O Murphy 7-10-13 Daire Davis (10)
B Hughes
11 3335- THEATRE LEGEND 22 C Grant 9-10-13
3-1 Dorking Boy, 4-1 Big Bad Bear, 6-1 Captain Morgs, 13-2 Paddys Motorbike, 8-1
Alqamar, 10-1 Made For You, Stormy Flight, 14-1 Theatre Legend, Monte Cristo.

7.35

Handicap Chase
(£12,254: 3m 1f) (11)

2105- EXELERATOR EXPRESS 34 (T) N Mulholland 8-12-0
S Twiston-Davies
D Bass
2 /1P2- WANDRIN STAR 47 (T) K Bailey 11-11-11
N Scholfield
3 4P/P- MOSSY FEN 118 Christian Williams 7-11-7
H Skelton
4 /262- SAIL AWAY 121 (T) D Skelton 6-11-7
5 2136- EMPIRE DE MAULDE 63 (P,T,CD) J Ewart 8-11-6 B Hughes
H Nugent (3)
6 1623- HEAD TO THE STARS 46 H Daly 11-11-5
J Andrews (5)
7 P21P- INDY FIVE 41 David Dennis 12-11-0
8 24P6- GET OUT THE GATE 39 (T) A M Thomson 9-10-13 R Mania
D Noonan
9 0401- TILE TAPPER 76 Chris Honour 8-10-10
A P Heskin
10 5113- MAGNA SAM 47 Mrs S Leech 8-10-8
11 5512/ ROYAL MAGIC 594 (P,T) S Thomas 10-10-2 F Lambert (7)
4-1 Tile Tapper, 5-1 Wandrin Star, 6-1 Exelerator Express, 13-2 Magna Sam,
7-1 Sail Away, 8-1 Empire De Maulde, 10-1 Indy Five, 12-1 others.
1

8.10

NH Flat Race

Handicap Hurdle
(£4,248: 2m 4f) (4)

1 /111- MERRY BERRY 33 (D) F O'Brien 6-12-0 Mr T Broughton (7)
Sean Quinlan
2 6004/ BON RETOUR 392 (W) N Richards 7-11-6
B Hughes
3 1143- TARAGRACE 34 D McCain 6-10-11
L Edwards
4 6U4-1 PERSUER 11 (T) T R Gretton 6-10-2(7ex)
Evens Merry Berry, 3-1 Taragrace, 4-1 Persuer, 6-1 Bon Retour.

Blinkered first time: Aintree 7.00 Flash The Steel.
Newmarket 1.40 Mobarhin. York 3.00 Parachute.
5.20 Crush And Run.

631-1 BROOMFIELDS CAVE 13 M Osborne 5-11-12
Mr M McIntyre (3)
22- JUST FOUR FAME 27 David Dennis 5-11-12
Mr Thomas O'Brien
Mr J King
3 1FU2- SANTOS BLUE 83 (T) A Hill 5-11-12
1- TUFTON AVENUE 25 M J Linehan 5-11-12
Mr Z Baker
4
5 3U21- FASCINATING RHYTHM 34 Mrs C Coward 4-11-6 Mr J Dawson
1- GOOD BOY 27 T Ellis 4-11-6
Mr F Mitchell
6
1- INTREPIDE SUD 54 (T) T Ellis 4-11-6
Miss G Andrews
7
311- MACAVITY 25 J Teal 4-11-6
Mr J Teal (7)
8
043- SUGAR PI 27 M Rowley 5-11-5
Mr H Edwards (7)
9
10 0S1- MY VIRTUE 25 Miss K Ayres 4-10-13 Mr Toby Wynne (3)
9-2 Good Boy, 11-2 Intrepide Sud, 6-1 Broomfields Cave, 13-2 Tufton Avenue,
7-1 Santos Blue, Fascinating Rhythm, 8-1 Macavity, 10-1 Sugar Pi.
1

2

Hamilton Park
Rob Wright
5.40 Malrescia
7.55 Kraken Power
6.10 Wynter Wildes
8.25 Spartakos
6.45 Shine On Brendan 8.55 Stronsay
7.20 Farhan
Going: soft, good to soft in places
Racing TV
Draw: no advantage

5.40

Novice Stakes
(2-Y-O: £5,400: 5f) (6)

5 SEAGRAVE FOX 15 T Easterby 9-7
D Allan
1 (6)
56 STRENGTH 'N HONOUR 26 C Fellowes 9-7 P Mulrennan
2 (3)
ACTON BELL D O'Meara 9-4
D Nolan
3 (2)
SILVERLODE B Ellison 9-4
H Russell (3)
4 (5)
2 MALRESCIA 14 G Boughey 9-2
J Hart
5 (1)
OH L' AMOUR A Keatley 8-13
Joanna Mason
6 (4)
8-11 Malrescia, 4-1 Seagrave Fox, 7-1 Strength 'n Honour, 10-1 Acton Bell,
12-1 Oh L' Amour, 14-1 Silverlode.

6.10

Handicap (3-Y-O: £4,158: 1m 1f) (7)

1 (3) 363-1 HEIGHTS OF ARAN 12 (C) K Dalgleish 9-12(6ex)
C Rodriguez
P Mulrennan
2 (4) 140-0 LADY VALENTINE 20 H Palmer 9-11
3 (7) 23-52 MACKENZIE ROSE 16 (BF) C & M Johnston 9-8 J Fanning

R Scott
4 (1) 21636 WYNTER WILDES 9 C Fellowes 9-1
H Russell (3)
5 (5) 1-224 CIANCIANA 71 B Ellison 9-1
P Dennis
6 (6) 40-00 PORTO ERCOLE 25 P Kirby 9-1
J Hart
7 (2) 440-P BELLSHILL BEAUTY 11 R Fell 8-12
7-4 Heights Of Aran, 5-2 Mackenzie Rose, 7-2 Wynter Wildes, 7-1 Cianciana,
8-1 Lady Valentine, 33-1 Bellshill Beauty, 50-1 Porto Ercole.

6.45

Handicap (£3,618: 1m) (14)

H Shaw
1 (3) 0000- BANKAWI 218 (D) M & D Easterby 5-9-9
P Mathers
2 (9) 634-3 FLYING MOON 17 (CD) R M Smith 6-9-8
Ryan Sexton (7)
3 (5) 44-00 GREAT RIDLEY 17 G Tuer 4-9-8
P Dennis
4 (6) 050-6 ROYAL COUNTESS 16 R M Smith 6-9-8
C Murtagh (3)
5 (13) 0005- SORBONNE J105 F Murtagh 6-9-7
Joanna Mason
6 (1) 30-32 HOSTELRY 10 R Carr 5-9-6
J Hart
7 (12) 3560- CHANTREYS 147 (T,BF) I Furtado 5-9-3
H Russell (3)
8 (8) 00024 PADDY ELLIOTT 3 (V) B Ellison 5-9-3
D Allan
9 (10) 00432 SAULIRE STAR 4 (B) T Easterby 4-9-2
10 (2) 543-6 CHINESE SPIRIT 15 (CD) Miss L Perratt 8-9-2 C Rodriguez
A Breslin (3)
11 (7) 4-300 BILLY WEDGE 13 N Mechie 7-9-2
12 (4) 336-3 SHINE ON BRENDAN 17 (BF) J Goldie 5-9-1 P Mulrennan
A Mullen
13(11) 043-0 SIN E SHEKELLS 25 (B) M Dods 5-9-1
14(14) 645-5 RETIREMENT BECKONS 17 (H,CD) Miss L Perratt 7-9-0
JP Sullivan
5-1 Hostelry, 11-2 Saulire Star, 6-1 Shine On Brendan, 7-1 Retirement
Beckons, Paddy Elliott, 8-1 Flying Moon, 10-1 Sin E Shekells, 12-1 others.

7.20

Handicap (£15,462: 1m 4f) (8)

D Allan
(4) -4260 DARK JEDI 2 (C,D) T Easterby 6-9-11
D Nolan
(1) 56-12 GET SHIRTY 20 (D) D O'Meara 6-9-9
Ryan Sexton (7)
(8) 221-4 FARHAN 25 (D) J Butler 4-9-7
J Fanning
(5) 0-132 TRIBAL ART 12 C & M Johnston 4-9-7
R Scott
(6) 0040- FAYLAQ 182 (D) Ewan Whillans 6-9-7
P Mulrennan
(7) 33136 SIR CHAUVELIN 28 (CD) J Goldie 10-9-7
(2) 54-03 HEIGHTS OF ABRAHAM 12 K Dalgleish 4-9-1
C Rodriguez
J Hart
8 (3) 150-4 PERCY'S PRIDE 20 (D) W Knight 4-8-12
11-4 Farhan, 3-1 Tribal Art, 100-30 Get Shirty, 7-1 Percy's Pride, 15-2 Heights
Of Abraham, 12-1 Dark Jedi, 14-1 Sir Chauvelin, 25-1 Faylaq.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

7.55

Handicap (£5,643: 6f) (13)

D Allan
1 (5) /05-4 HYPERFOCUS 25 (P,D) T Easterby 8-9-11
2 (12) -2264 BALLYARE 18 (P,T,D) L Russell 5-9-8 Ryan Sexton (7)
3 (8) 0-501 JOHN KIRKUP 4 (B,D) D Thompson 7-9-8(4ex)
P Mulrennan

J England
4 (9) 16-10 RUN THIS WAY 18 (D) P Midgley 4-9-7
5 (10) 603-1 PEARL OF QATAR 17 (H,CD) T Davidson 6-9-6 P Dennis
6 (11) 100-4 THORNABY PEARL 34 (D) Adrian Nicholls 4-9-3
B McHugh
7 (4) 434-5 RAMON DI LORIA 15 (H,D) Ewan Whillans 4-9-3
C Rodriguez
J Hart
8 (1) 14-36 YUKON MISSION 21 (B,BF,D) J J Quinn 5-9-1
9 (3) -0300 GLORIOUS RIO 19 (C) Mrs Stella Barclay 5-8-13
Joanna Mason
JP Sullivan
10(13) 60-04 KRAKEN POWER 17 (CD) J Goldie 4-8-12
11 (6) 20-53 TRUE BLUE MOON 6 (P,T,CD) T Easterby 7-8-12
Amie Waugh (5)
12 (7) 5-606 JORDAN ELECTRICS 17 (H,CD) Ewan Whillans 6-8-9
R Scott
A Mullen
13 (2) 43-34 IRIS DANCER 12 (P,BF,D) T Davidson 4-8-5
5-1 Pearl Of Qatar, 6-1 John Kirkup, True Blue Moon, Iris Dancer, 8-1 Yukon
Mission, Thornaby Pearl, 10-1 Run This Way, Hyperfocus.

8.25

Handicap (£3,618: 6f) (10)

K Schofield (5)
(7) 20-03 RAIN CAP 16 (V,D) J Riches 5-9-9
A Mullen
(6) 10600 FIRCOMBE HALL 18 (P,D) P Kirby 4-9-9
J Hart
(1) 010-0 SPARTAKOS 27 K Scott 4-9-8
B Garritty
(10) -6050 STROXX 16 Liam Bailey 5-9-7
C Rodriguez
(4) -0555 SLAINTE MHATH 12 (H) K Scott 4-9-7
(9) 34304 PEACHEY CARNEHAN 4 (V,D) M Mullineaux 8-9-4
P Dennis
Doubtful
7 (2) 6040- DANDY'S MAX 199 (T) D McCain 4-9-4
8 (8) 63034 MANSFIELD 12 (D) Mrs Stella Barclay 9-9-2
Ryan Sexton (7)
D Costello
9 (3) 24563 RED ALLURE 26 (V) R Menzies 7-9-1
P Mulrennan
10 (5) 450-0 BOBBY SHAFTOE 18 (P) J Goldie 4-9-1
3-1 Red Allure, 7-2 Rain Cap, 5-1 Peachey Carnehan, 6-1 Mansfield, 8-1
Spartakos, 10-1 Fircombe Hall, 12-1 Stroxx, 14-1 Bobby Shaftoe.

1
2
3
4
5
6

8.55

Handicap (£3,618: 5f) (9)

B Garritty
1 (3) -6024 STRONSAY 4 (P,C) Liam Bailey 6-9-9
A Mullen
2 (4) 0-025 THE GLOAMING 16 (D) I Jardine 4-9-7
J Hart
3 (6) 540-0 QUANAH 42 (CD) Liam Bailey 6-9-4
D Costello
4 (2) 14150 LOUIS TREIZE 25 (H,T,D) R Menzies 6-9-3
P Dennis
5 (1) 600-3 SHESADABBER 12 (CD) M Mullineaux 6-9-3
P Mulrennan
6 (5) -0035 NACHO 19 (T,D) D McCain 4-9-2
R Scott
7 (7) 00240 ROCKLEY POINT 49 (B,C,D) K Scott 9-8-10
8 (9) 00-06 GLEN LOMOND 18 (V) J Goldie 4-8-10 Amie Waugh (5)
JP Sullivan
9 (8) 6-460 SUMMER HEIGHTS 78 J Goldie 5-8-10
3-1 Stronsay, 7-2 Shesadabber, 5-1 The Gloaming, 6-1 Quanah, 13-2 Louis
Treize, 8-1 Nacho, 14-1 Glen Lomond, 20-1 Rockley Point, Summer Heights.

Yesterday’s racing results
Fontwell Park
Going: good
4.37 (2m 3f 104yd ch) 1, Hell Red (Lorcan
Williams, 11-8); 2, Wicked West (4-7 fav). 42l.
P F Nicholls.
5.10 (2m 1f 162yd hdle) 1, Mothill
(T Scudamore, 1-7 fav); 2, The Turtle Said (5-1);
3, Spider Bill (22-1). NR: Hilltown, Sublime
Heights. 9l, 7Kl. N P Mulholland.
5.45
(2m
1f
162yd
hdle)
1,
Whatcoloristhewind (Harry Kimber, 25-1);
2, Mickyh (2-1 fav); 3, Henry Box Brown (11-1).
10 ran. NR: Grandee. 1Kl, 3Kl. J W Mullins.
6.20 (2m 1f 165yd ch) 1, Dogon (Sam TwistonDavies, 9-1); 2, Richie Valentine (7-2); 3, Court
Royale (100-30 fav). 7 ran. NR: Millies Mite.
Kl, 11l. Dr R D P Newland.
6.55 (2m 3f 49yd hdle) 1, Coal Stock (Harry
Kimber, 8-11 fav); 2, George Bancroft (9-1);
3, Beholden (5-1). 4 ran. 20l, 23l. Joe Tizzard.
7.30 (3m 1f 210yd ch) 1, Soldier Of Love (Mr W
Biddick, 5-4 fav); 2, West Approach (3-1);
3, Tel’art (13-8). 6l, 5Kl. P F Nicholls.

8.05 (2m 5f 164yd) 1, Carolines Charm (Adam
Wedge, 12-1); 2, Hyland (8-11 fav); 3, Midnight
Centurion (6-4). 1Kl, 16l. N P Mulholland.
Placepot: £80.30.
Quadpot: £29.30.

Newmarket
Going: good
4.50 (6f) 1, Centre Court (J Fanning, 11-2);
2, Indian Dream (3-1); 3, Bolt Of Thunder (13-8
fav). 4 ran. NR: Taritino. Kl, 3Nl. M Johnston.
5.25 (1m) 1, Reel Rosie (Andrea Atzeni,
9-4 fav); 2, Convection (4-1); 3, Smiling Jayne
(14-1). 6 ran. 4l, 2l. E Bethell.
6.00 (7f) 1, One Morning (W Buick, 13-8 jt-fav);
2, Victoria Grove (5-2); 3, Public Opinion
(13-8 jt-fav). 4 ran. 1Nl, 2Ol. M L W Bell.
6.35 (1m 4f) 1, Red Flyer (Hollie Doyle, 15-2);
2, Bague D’or (Evens fav); 3, Blow Your Horn
(11-1). 5 ran. NR: Contingency Fee,
Frontispiece. 1Nl, 1Kl. J Best K Jewell.
7.10 (1m 2f) 1, Warren Point (W Buick,
10-11 fav); 2, Special Envoy (9-1); 3, Mugader
(40-1). 7 ran. Nk, 1Kl. C Appleby.

7.45 (1m 2f) 1, Bolthole (W Buick, 11-8 fav);
2, Haunted Dream (100-30); 3, Bulleit (13-2).
6 ran. Kl, 4Nl. M L W Bell.
8.20 (1m) 1, Tarbaan (Stefano Cherchi, 11-1);
2, Kitsune Power (5-2 fav); 3, Youthful King
(40-1). 11 ran. Ol, Kl. A Murphy.
Placepot: £81.70.
Quadpot: £8.50.

Perth
Going: good to soft (good in places)
2.15 (2m 47yd hdle) 1, Cirque Royal (Mr N
McParlan, 11-8 fav); 2, Battle Frontier (2-1); 3,
Sanosuke (15-2). 12 ran. 8Kl, 4l. Gerald Quinn.
2.45
(2m
7f
180yd
ch)
1,
Champagnesuperover (Adrian Heskin, 5-4);
2, Brave Way (11-10 fav); 3, Our Ted (80-1).
4 ran. 8l, 5l. O Murphy.
3.20 (2m 7f 180yd ch) 1, If Not For Dylan
(William Shanahan, 9-4 fav); 2, Frau Georgia
(7-1); 3, Eaglehill (28-1). 8 ran. 1Kl, 20l.
A B Hamilton.
3.55 (2m 4f 35yd hdle) 1, Highway
Companion (B S Hughes, 8-1); 2, Aurora

Thunder (5-2 fav); 3, Notre Pari (4-1). 10 ran.
7l, 6l. K Dalgleish.
4.25 (2m 47yd hdle) 1, Jackhammer (Danny
McMenamin, 11-4 fav); 2, A Mere Bagatelle
(9-1); 3, Well Planted (9-2). 11 ran. Kl, 2Kl.
Mrs Dianne Sayer.
4.55 (2m 4f 20yd ch) 1, Sword Of Fate
(D R Fox, 13-2); 2, Tico Times (10-1); 3, Furax
(22-1). 11 ran. Hd, 1Kl. L Kerr.
5.30 (2m 47yd hdle) 1, Durragh (B S Hughes,
7-4 fav); 2, Annies Regatta (9-2); 3, She’s A
Rocca (7-1). 6 ran. 8l, 3l. D McCain Jnr.
Placepot: £71.40.
Quadpot: £25.50.

Salisbury
Going: good (good to firm in places)
1.00 (6f 213yd) 1, Crystal Casque (Connor
Planas, 13-2); 2, Victorious Night (15-2);
3, Silastar (11-1). 9 ran. 1Kl, Ol. B R Millman.
1.30 (5f) 1, Remarkable Force (David Egan,
5-2 fav); 2, Al Dasim (11-4); 3, Chateau (11-4).
5 ran. Nk, 1l. Alice Haynes.
2.05 (1m 1f 201yd) 1, Brayden Star (David

Egan, 11-4); 2, Teumessias Fox (5-2 fav);
3, Monet’s Sunrise (10-1). 6 ran. 7Kl, 1Kl.
R Charlton.
2.35 (1m 1f 201yd) 1, Missed The Cut
(B A Curtis, 4-7 fav); 2, Naval College (9-4);
3, Balhambar (16-1). 9 ran. 5Kl, 1l. G Boughey.
3.10 (1m 1f 201yd) 1, Take My Chances
(Hector Crouch, 13-8 fav); 2, Divine Jewel
(11-4); 3, Love You Grandpa (11-2). 11 ran.
NR: Darmoiselle. 5Kl, sh hd. R M Beckett.
3.45 (1m 4f 5yd) 1, Udaberri (David Probert,
15-2); 2, Loudspeaker (9-4); 3, After Eight
(6-1). 7 ran. Ol, nk. S P C Woods.
4.18 (6f) 1, Makarova (David Egan, 11-4);
2, Regal Envoy (2-1 fav); 3, Flying Secret (8-1).
10 ran. 2l, Ol. E Walker.
Placepot: £38.50.
Quadpot: £4.00.

York
Going: good
1.50 (5f) 1, Fine Wine (Jack Duern, 5-1);
2, Raasel (5-1); 3, Good Effort (16-1). 13 ran. 3l, sh
hd. S Dixon.

2.25 (1m 2f 56yd) 1, Lilac Road (Tom
Marquand, 15-2); 2, Aristia (20-1); 3, Thunder
Kiss (15-8 fav). 6 ran. Kl, 2Nl. W J Haggas.
3.00 (7f 192yd) 1, Cruyff Turn (D Allan, 8-1);
2, Brunch (11-2); 3, Lion Tower (17-2). 13 ran.
NR: Gifted Ruler, Trais Fluors. Hd, Ol.
T D Easterby.
3.35 (1m 2f 56yd) 1, Desert Crown
(R Kingscote, 7-2 jt-fav); 2, Royal Patronage
(7-2 jt-fav); 3, Bluegrass (7-1). 8 ran.
NR: Masekela. 3Nl, 2Kl. Sir Michael Stoute.
4.10 (5f) 1, Last Crusader (D Tudhope, 15-2);
2, Guilded (13-2); 3, Get Ahead (13-2). 8 ran.
2Nl, Kl. K R Burke.
4.45 (6f) 1, Queen Olly (Rossa Ryan, 11-4 fav);
2, Catch The Paddy (6-1); 3, Oh Sweet Tabu
(8-1). 10 ran. NR: Ubettabequick. 3Kl, 5l.
D Loughnane.
5.20 (2m 56yd) 1, Ahorsewithnoname
(R L Moore, 11-10 fav); 2, Master Milliner (7-1);
3, Frankenstella (15-2). 7 ran. NR: Hydroplane.
5l, 2Nl. N J Henderson.
Placepot: £2,158.70.

Quadpot: £33.10.

Results
Football
Premier League
Tottenham

(2) 3

Arsenal

(0) 0

Kane 22 (pen), 37
62,027
Son 47
Sent off: R Holding (Arsenal) 33
6 Table on page 64
Vanarama National League: Play-off
quarter-finals: North Kidderminster 1 Boston
Utd 2. South Dartford 0 Chippenham Town 0
(aet; Chippenham Town win 3-2 on pens).

Cinch Scottish Championship
Play-off final, first leg
Queen’s Park (0) 1

Airdrieonians (0) 1

Murray 64
1,899

McCabe 87 (pen)

Cricket
LV= Insurance County Championship
Division One
Gloucestershire v Somerset
Bristol (first day of four; Gloucestershire won
toss): Somerset have scored 319 for four
wickets against Somerset
Somerset First Innings
M T Renshaw b Chappell
94
T A Lammonby c Harris b Chappell
76
*T B Abell not out
52
T Banton c Bracey b Higgins
18
J C Hildreth c Bracey b Taylor
53
†S M Davies not out
11
Extras (b 5, lb 2, nb 8)
15
Total (4 wkts, 96 overs)
319
L Gregory, C Overton, J H Davey, P M Siddle
and M J Leach to bat.
Fall of wickets 1-172, 2-179, 3-207, 4-292.
Bowling Higgins 20-3-75-1; Chappell
18-2-49-2; Taylor 18-4-46-1; Wheal 17-5-71-0;
Scott 6-2-26-0; Khan 15-1-42-0; Bethell
1-0-3-0; Hammond 1-1-0-0.
Gloucestershire G F B Scott, M S Harris,
†J R Bracey, M A H Hammond, R F Higgins,
J G Bethell, *G L van Buuren, Z G Khan,
Z J Chappell, M D Taylor, B T J Wheal.
Umpires N J Llong and P K Baldwin.

Kent v Surrey
Beckenham (first day of four; Surrey won
toss): Surrey have scored 318 for four wickets
against Kent
Surrey First Innings
*R J Burns lbw b Gilchrist
30
R S Patel c Crawley b Quinn
76
H M Amla c Robinson b Gilchrist
12
O J D Pope c Robinson b Stevens
96
†B T Foakes not out
86
J Overton not out
12
Extras (lb 4, nb 2)
6
Total (4 wkts, 96 overs)
318

S M Curran, C de Grandhomme, W G Jacks,
J Clark and D J Worrall to bat.
Fall of wickets 1-106, 2-106, 3-123, 4-301.
Bowling Milnes 16-1-71-0; Stevens 20-6-59-1;
Quinn 18-6-42-1; Gilchrist 17-1-73-2; Linde
19-3-54-0; Leaning 2-0-7-0; Bell-Drummond
4-0-8-0.
Kent B G Compton, Z Crawley, D J BellDrummond, *J A Leaning, J M Cox, †O G
Robinson, G F Linde, D I Stevens, M E Milnes,
M R Quinn, N N Gilchrist.
Umpires B J Debenham and N L Bainton.

Warwickshire v Northamptonshire
Edgbaston (first day of four; Warwickshire
won toss): Northamptonshire have scored
372
for
two
wickets
against
Northamptonshire
Northamptonshire First Innings
*R S Vasconcelos lbw b McAndrew
156
W A Young c Burgess b Hannon-Dalby 134
E N Gay not out
45
L A Procter not out
17
Extras (b 4, lb 14, nb 2)
20
Total (2 wkts, 96 overs)
372
R I Keogh, J J Cobb, †L D McManus, M L Kelly,
G K Berg, S C Kerrigan and C J White to
bat.
Fall of wickets 1-287, 2-339.
Bowling Hannon-Dalby 23-7-62-1; Miles
21-2-80-0; McAndrew 22-4-76-1; Rhodes
15-0-57-0; Briggs 14-0-78-0; Yates 1-0-1-0.
Warwickshire A L Davies, D P Sibley,
R M Yates, S R Hain, *W M H Rhodes, M J Lamb,
†M G K Burgess, D R Briggs, N J McAndrew,
C N Miles, O J Hannon-Dalby.
Umpires M Burns and P J Hartley.

Yorkshire v Lancashire
Headingley (first day of four; Yorkshire won
toss): Lancashire have scored 288 for three
wickets against Yorkshire
Lancashire First Innings
L W P Wells c Duke b Thompson
8
K K Jennings not out
150
J J Bohannon lbw b Thompson
2
S J Croft lbw b Rauf
104
*D J Vilas not out
13
Extras (lb 11)
11
Total (3 wkts, 96 overs)
288
†P D Salt, G P Balderson, L Wood, T E Bailey,
J M Anderson and M W Parkinson to bat.
Fall of wickets 1-10, 2-12, 3-249.
Bowling Thompson 18-5-52-2; Rauf 19-5-62-1;
Patterson 21-5-38-0; Loten 14-2-58-0; Hill
6-1-17-0; Bess 14-3-34-0; Root 4-0-16-0.
Yorkshire A Lyth, G C H Hill, D J Malan,
J E Root, H C Brook, †H G Duke, D M Bess,
J A Thompson, T W Loten, *S A Patterson,
H Rauf.
Umpires M J Saggers and P R Pollard.

Division Two
Derbyshire v Worcestershire
Derby (first day of four; Derbyshire won
toss): Worcestershire have scored 326 for
five wickets against Derbyshire
Worcestershire First Innings
E J Pollock c Guest b Lakmal
7
J D Libby lbw b Sidebottom
17
Azhar Ali c Madsen b Thomson
88
J A Haynes c Thomson b Conners
133
*B L D’Oliveira c Dal b Sidebottom
35
E G Barnard not out
18
A W Finch not out
5
Extras (b 6, lb 1, nb 16)
23
Total (5 wkts, 96 overs)
326
†O B Cox, J Baker, C A J Morris and B J Gibbon
to bat.
Fall of wickets 1-13, 2-41, 3-228, 4-287, 5-317.
Bowling Conners 22-2-87-1; Lakmal 20.2-261-1; Sidebottom 19.4-2-76-2; Dal 14-4-33-0;
Thomson 18-4-45-1; Du Plooy 2-0-17-0.
Derbyshire Shan Masood, *B A Godleman, †B
D Guest, W L Madsen, J L du Plooy, L M Reece,
A Dal, A T Thomson, R A S Lakmal, S Conners,
R N Sidebottom.
Umpires G D Lloyd and R White.

Durham v Glamorgan
Emirates Riverside (first day of four;
Glamorgan won toss): Glamorgan, with eight
first-innings wickets in hand, are 280 runs
behind Durham
Durham First Innings
A Z Lees b Lloyd
44
S R Dickson c Northeast b Neser
5
K D Petersen c Labuschagne b Lloyd
78
*S G Borthwick c Carlson b Hogan
17
D G Bedingham lbw b Gorvin
11
B A Stokes c Cooke b Hogan
82
†E J H Eckersley lbw b Neser
21
B A Raine b Salter
31
B A Carse c Cooke b Hogan
8
M J Potts lbw b Hogan
0
C Rushworth not out
14
Total (84.3 overs)
311
Fall of wickets 1-15, 2-77, 3-97, 4-130, 5-172,
6-226, 7-287, 8-290, 9-290.
Bowling Neser 16-5-36-2; Hogan 16.3-3-67-4;
Gorvin 17-2-49-1; Van der Gugten 9.3-1-38-0;
Lloyd 8-0-43-2; Salter 9-1-36-1; Labuschagne
8.3-0-42-0.
Glamorgan First Innings
*D L Lloyd not out
8
A G Salter c Dickson b Potts
4
A W Gorvin lbw b Potts
0
M Labuschagne not out
16
Extras (lb 1, nb 2)
3
Total (2 wkts, 9 overs)
31
S A Northeast, K S Carlson, †C B Cooke,
W T Root, M G Neser, T van der Gugten and
M G Hogan to bat.
Fall of wickets 1-8, 2-8.
Bowling Rushworth 5-1-12-0; Potts 4-0-18-2.
Umpires A G Wharf and J D Middlebrook.

Leicestershire v Sussex
Leicester (first day of four; Leicestershire
won toss): Sussex, with nine first-innings
wickets in hand, are 171 runs behind
Leicestershire
Leicestershire First Innings
M H Azad run out
30
S T Evans c Clark b Crocombe
10
R K Patel c Clark b Beard
26
*C N Ackermann b Haines
11
L J Hill c Lenham b Crocombe
35
P W A Mulder c Carter b Rawlins
16
†H J Swindells lbw b Rawlins
1
B W M Mike c Alsop b Beard
0
C F Parkinson not out
32
C J C Wright lbw b Crocombe
18
B E Hendricks c Rawlins b Beard
6
Extras (b 11, lb 12, nb 2)
25
Total (83.4 overs)
210
Fall of wickets 1-35, 2-69, 3-78, 4-104, 5-124,
6-129, 7-138, 8-144, 9-193.
Bowling Robinson 1-1-0-0; Beard 16.4-2-58-3;
Hunt 13-6-32-0; Crocombe 18-3-37-3; Haines
11-5-20-1; Rawlins 18-6-28-2; Lenham 6-1-12-0.
Sussex First Innings
T P Alsop c Mulder b Parkinson
10
*T J Haines not out
22
Extras (lb 1, nb 6)
7
Total (1 wkt, 9.5 overs)
39
C A Pujara, T G R Clark, D M W Rawlins,
†O J Carter, A D Lenham, O E Robinson,
A P Beard, H T Crocombe and S F Hunt to bat.
Fall of wicket 1-39.
Bowling Wright 5-0-25-0; Hendricks 4-1-13-0;
Parkinson 0.5-0-0-1.
Umpires T Lungley and N A Mallender.

Middlesex v Nottinghamshire
Lord’s (first day of four; Middlesex won toss):
Nottinghamshire have scored 329 for five
wickets against Middlesex
Nottinghamshire First Innings
B T Slater c Simpson b Murtagh
6
H Hameed c Simpson b Andersson
112
B M Duckett c Simpson b Bamber
43
J M Clarke b Bamber
0
L W James c Simpson b Andersson
21
*S J Mullaney not out
92
†T J Moores not out
35
Extras (lb 8, nb 12)
20
Total (5 wkts, 93 overs)
329
L Patterson-White, S C J Broad, J L Pattinson
and L J Fletcher to bat.
Fall of wickets 1-6, 2-105, 3-111, 4-150, 5-267.
Bowling Murtagh 23-3-78-1; Roland-Jones
23-8-46-0; Bamber 19-2-80-2; Andersson 210-74-2; Hollman 6-0-38-0; De Caires 1-0-5-0.
Middlesex S D Robson, M D Stoneman, J M De
Caires, *P S P Handscomb, M D E Holden,
†J A Simpson, L B K Hollman, M K Andersson,
T S Roland-Jones, E R Bamber, T J Murtagh.
Umpires N G B Cook and M Newell.

Cycling
Giro d’Italia
Leading positions: Sixth stage (Palmi to
Scalea, 192km): 1, A Démare (Fr, GroupamaFDJ) 5hr 2min 33sec; 2, C Ewan (Aus, LottoSoudal); 3, M Cavendish (GB, Quick-StepAlpha Vinyl); 4, B Girmay (Erit, Intermarché–
Wanty–Gobert Matériaux); 5, G Nizzolo (It,
Israel-Premier Tech); 6, P Bauhaus (Ger,
Bahrain Victorious); 7, A Vendrame (It, AG2RCitroën); 8, S Consonni (It, Cofidis); 9, V
Albanese (It, EOLO-Kometa Cycling); 10, E
Theuns (Bel, Trek-Segafredo) all same time.
Overall 1, J P López (Sp, Trek-Segafredo)
23:23:36; 2, L Kämna (Ger, BORA-hansgrohe)
at 38sec behind; 3, R Taaramae (Est,
Intermarché–Wanty–Gobert Matériaux) 58;
4, S Yates (GB, Team BikeExchange-Jayco)
1min 42sec; 5, M Vansevenant (Bel, QuickStep-Alpha Vinyl) 1:47; 6, W Kelderman (Neth,
BORA-hansgrohe) 1:51; 7, J Almeida (Por, UAE
Team Emirates) 1:54; 8, P Bilbao (Sp, Bahrain
Victorious) 1:56; 9, R Porte (Aus, INEOS
Grenadiers) 2:04; 10, R Bardet (Fr, Team DSM)
2:06. Other British 16, H Carthy (EF
Education-EasyPost) 2:20; 28, S Carr (EF
Education-EasyPost) 4:08; 44, B Tulett
(INEOS Grenadiers) 8:14; 84, J Knox (QuickStep Alpha Vinyl) 20:51; 95, B Swift (INEOS
Grenadiers) 23:13.

Golf
DP World Tour Soudal Open
Antwerp: Leading first-round scores (Great
Britain and Ireland unless stated): 65 S
Horsfield, C Shinkwin, D Whitnell. 66 J
Winther (Den), I Elvira (Sp), A Bjoerk (Swe), A
Meronk (Pol), Y Paul (Ger), Á Quirós (Sp). 67 E
Ferguson, O Bekker (SA), G Green (Malaysia),
P Waring. 68 B Wiesberger (Austria), R Fox
(NZ), J Hansen (Den), H Du Plessis (SA), F
Laporta (It), M Jordan, C Syme, R McEvoy, R
Roussel (Fr), R Jacquelin (Fr), A Hidalgo (Sp),
M Schmitt (Ger).
Women’s European Tour
Aramco Team Series
Bangkok: Leading first-round scores (Great
Britain and Ireland unless stated): 66 P
Tavatanakit (Thai). 67 A Pelaez (Sp). 68 A
Jutanugarn (Thai), M Jutanugarn (Thai), M
Haddioui (Mor), M Skarpnord (Nor), A van
Dam (Neth). 69 K Henry, F Johnson, K Bakker
(Fin). 70 K Whaley (US), I Deilert (Swe), L Hall,
J Gustavsson (Swe), M de Roey (Bel), T
Koivisto (Fin), L Boqvist (Swe), G Macdonald,
S Schober (Austria), E Penttilae (Fin).

Rugby league
Betfred Super League Huddersfield Giants
32 Wigan Warriors 22.

St Helens
Wigan
Catalans D
Huddersfield
Hull
Hull KR
Warrington
Castleford
Leeds
Salford
Wakefield
Toulouse

P W D L
F
A Pts
11 9 0 2 272 106 18
12 9 0 3 310 240 18
11 8 0 3 230 156 16
12 7 1 4 272 210 15
11 7 0 4 243 184 14
11 6 0 5 202 204 12
11 5 0 6 250 258 10
11 5 0 6 239 258 10
11 3 1 7 161 217 7
11 3 0 8 210 290 6
11 3 0 8 178 280 6
11 1 0 10 166 330 2

Tennis
Italian Open
Rome: Third round: Men A Zverev (Ger) bt
A de Minaur (Aus) 6-3, 7-6 (7-5); J Sinner (It) bt
F Krajinovic (Serbia) 6-2, 7-6 (8-6); N Djokovic
(Serbia) bt S Wawrinka (Switz) 6-2, 6-2;
F Auger Aliassime (Can) bt M Giron (US) 6-3,
6-2; S Tsitsipas (Gr) bt K Khachanov 4-6, 6-0,
6-3; C Garin (Chile) bt M Cilic (Cro) 6-3, 4-6, 6-4;
C Ruud (Nor) bt J Brooksby (US) 6-3, 6-4;
D Shapovalov (Can) bt R Nadal (Sp) 1-6, 7-5,
6-2. Women I Swiatek (Pol) bt V Azarenka
6-4, 6-1; A Sabalenka bt J Pegula (US) 6-1, 6-4;
B Andreescu (Can) bt P Martic (Cro) 6-4, 6-4;
J Teichmann (Switz) bt E Rybakina (Kaz) 6-7
(3-7), 6-3, 7-5; A Anisimova (US) bt D Collins
(US) 6-2, 6-2; O Jabeur (Tun) bt Y Putintseva
(Kaz) 6-3, 6-2; M Sakkari (Gr) bt C Gauff (US)
6-4, 7-5.

Fixtures
Football
Sky Bet Championship: Play-off semi-final,
first leg Luton v Huddersfield (7.45).
Cinch Scottish Premiership: Play-off semifinal, second leg Arbroath (0) v Inverness CT
(0) (7.45).
Cinch Scottish League One: Play-off final,
second leg Annan Athletic (0) v Edinburgh
City (2) (7.30).

Rugby league
Betfred Super League St Helens v Hull (8.0).
Betfred Championship London Broncos v
Newcastle (7.45).

Rugby union
Championship Cup: Semi-final Jersey Reds
v Coventry (7.0).
United Rugby Championship Dragons v
Cardiff (7.35).

Other sport
Equestrianism Windsor Horse Show.
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Asher-Smith
ready for new
start after
Tokyo tears
Athletics
Rick Broadbent

As Dina Asher-Smith broke down in
tears in Tokyo’s Olympic Stadium last
summer, she gave a raw 20-minute
assessment of the mental trauma of
getting injured at the wrong time. It had
been a “crazy, intense and heart-breaking” period, she said of the race to recover from a torn hamstring. That
dream dwindled as she failed to make
the 100m final and pulled out of the
200m, but she exited with a smidgeon
of optimism and the sign-off: “The
future is unwritten.” It starts tonight.
The 26-year-old is already the 200m
d will run
world champion and
over that distance at the
Diamond League in
ey
Doha. Two low-key
m
outings over 300m
and 400m last
month have been
her only races since
September. As she
toiled in Tokyo
with the injury that
she had hidden, she
saw the sprints movee
ne
up a level as Elaine
of
Thompson-Herah,
he 100Jamaica, repeated the
le and post200m Olympic double
ed the second fastest times ever in both
events last summer. Christine Mboma,
the Namibian teenager denied a spot in
her favoured event because of World
Athletics’ rules on athletes with a “difference of sex development” and high
testosterone, dropped to the 200m and
took the Olympic silver medal.
Asher-Smith is understandably
impatient to show that what she can do
and said she wants to run at all three
major championships in “the busiest
season we’ve ever had”. The primary
goal is the World Championships in
Oregon, but she also plans to compete
at the Commonwealth Games in
Birmingham and the European Championships in Munich during a crowded
six-week window.

“The injury was a bit annoying
because a few weeks later I was almost
back in PB [personal best] shape,” she
said. “But it doesn’t change anything
about the form I was in or the amount
of improvements I’ve made since I was
running in Doha in 2019 [when she won
the world title]. I’m just really excited to
start running again and get to the
business end in peak shape.”
She may lack the Olympic medal but
Asher-Smith adds stardust to British
athletics and so it matters when she
adds her voice to the lobby fighting to
keep the sport in the London Stadium.
UK Athletics is understood to be considering taking a £15 million pay-off to
50 y
end its 50-year-deal
to stage
athletics in the former
Olymp
Olympic Stadium, and
new home of West
Ha
Ham United, every
su
summer. Does she
se
see Birmingham,
w
with its revamped
A
Alexander
Stad
dium,
as a potential
ne base for the
new
do
domestic sport?
“P
“Perhaps,” she said.
““We’ve
We’v got a really nice
new sta
stadium in Birmingham whic
ham
which I’ll be fortunate
enough to try out next week. I’m
very excited for that aand the Commonwealth Games, but I always think that
London is the centre of the sport in the
UK and it would be amazing to have a
base and really use the London Stadium, particularly as it is the Olympic
stadium and it is where the Anniversary
Games have been. All the other major
sports have their base in London.”
The women’s sprints have left the
men’s versions behind since the departure of Usain Bolt, and even Florence
Griffith-Joyner’s 34-year-old world
records (10.49sec in 100m; 21.34sec in
200m) have moved within the realms of
possibility. The 100m looks the more
likely to go, with Thompson-Herah
only 0.05 seconds adrift and her evergreen compatriot Shelly-Ann Fraser-

BT Sport gets
full coverage
of Paris 2024
Olympics
Martyn Ziegler Chief Sports Reporter

The BBC’s reduced coverage of the
Paris 2024 Olympics will face a severe
challenge after BT Sport secured the
rights to broadcast every minute of the
Games to its customers.
Under a new joint venture between
BT Sport and Warner Bros Discovery,
BT customers will get access to Discovery+, which has full Olympics rights.
BT Sport customers will be able to
watch Champions League and Premier
League football, Premiership Rugby,
the Champions Cup and the Olympics,
as well as other sports and Warner Bros
Discovery’s entertainment offerings as
part of their package.
The BBC came in for strong criticism
over its reduced coverage of last year’s
Tokyo Olympics after it was forced to
cut the 24 live broadcasts across its
channels and online streams it had at
Rio 2016 to only two. The broadcaster
also said it “needed to carve out a deal
to ensure the Olympics remained on
the BBC” for future Games.
JB Perrette, chief executive of global
streaming at Warner Bros Discovery,
said: “We have a great relationship with
the BBC and we do have obligations as
part of our agreement with the IOC to
sub-license some of those rights for
free-to-air and we will continue to do
that. We have a deal in place with the
BBC that pre-existed this through
2024.”
The companies hope to secure competition clearance for the new joint
venture by the end of the year.
Asher-Smith will relish the racing in Doha after her trauma at the Olympics, inset

Doha Diamond League
Today, Qatar Sports Club, Doha
TV: BBC 2, from 5pm
PICK OF THE ACTION
Women’s 400m, 5.04pm
Men’s 400m hurdles, 5.35pm
Men’s 800m, 5.49pm
Women’s 100m hurdles, 6.02pm
Men’s 200m, 6.12pm
Men’s 1500m, 6.23pm
Women’s 200m, 6.36pm

Pryce not far behind. Asher-Smith,
whose best is 10.83sec, said: “People
have got faster year on year and it’s
been amazing to be part of such an
incredible group of women running
so quickly.”
Her opener will be tough as the race
also features Shericka Jackson, part of

Jamaica’s triumphant Olympic relay
team and 100m bronze medallist last
year, and Gabby Thomas, the American who won the 200m bronze and is
the third-fastest woman of all time.
Asher-Smith was disconsolate down
in the depths of the Olympic Stadium
last summer, admitting her frustration
over an initial misdiagnosis that may
have cost her dearly. She said that she
saw no need to rip up her routine in the
aftermath and she just picked herself up
post-Tokyo. “Review what happened,
move forward, and just make sure that
I’m faster than last year,” she said.
The Doha line-up also features
Mondo Duplantis, the Swede who
broke his own pole vault world record in
March and forever threatens to raise
the bar, and there will be a tasty test for
the promising British 800m runner
Daniel Rowden, who is up against
Ferguson Rotich, the Olympic silvermedallist, and Donavan Brazier,
America’s world champion.

Khashoggi fiancée hits out at ‘hurtful’ Norman
Golf
Rick Broadbent

The fiancée of the murdered Saudi
Arabian journalist Jamal Khashoggi
has spoken of her hurt after Greg
Norman referred to the 2018 atrocity as
a “mistake”.
Hatice Cengiz took aim at the Australian former golfer, who is fronting a
new $255 million (£208 million) Saudibacked rebel series, criticising those
who “fall for their wealth and lies and
lose morals”.
She spoke as Norman faced increased criticism for the flippancy of his
remarks on Wednesday about human
rights in Saudi Arabia and, specifically,
the killing of Khashoggi.

Norman had been asked about an
earlier remark that people should “own
up to it, talk about it”. Speaking at
Centurion Club in Hertfordshire,
which will stage the first event of the
LIV Golf Invitational Series next
month, Norman said: “Everybody has
owned up to it, right? Take ownership
no matter what it is. Look, we’ve all
made mistakes and you just want to
learn from those mistakes and how you
can correct them going forward.”
Cengiz, in a statement issued
through her London QC, said: “It is so
hurtful when Jamal’s brutal killing is
brushed off as a ‘mistake’ and [it’s said]
that we should just move on. Would you
say that if it were your loved one?”
Cengiz, a journalist who had been

planning to marry the Washington Post
columnist, has previously called for the
crown prince of Saudi Arabia, Mohammed bin Salman, to be punished after
declassified US intelligence reports
claimed that he sanctioned the murder
in the Saudi consulate in Istanbul.
Bin Salman denied that but said that
he took responsibility as a leader of
Saudi Arabia. He is now the chairman
of the PIF, the sovereign wealth fund
that is bankrolling Norman’s series and
its plans to launch a 14-stop super
league in 2024 to the tune of $2 billion.
Norman said that the Saudis wanted
to move on and change their culture,
but Cengiz said: “How can we go
forward when those who ordered the
murder are still unpunished and

continue to try to buy back their legitimacy? We should not fall for their
wealth and lies and lose our morals and
common humanity.”
LIV Golf issued a statement in
response to the widespread condemnation, saying that Norman had failed to
articulate himself clearly. “The killing
of Jamal Khashoggi was reprehensible,”
the statement read. “Everyone agrees
about that, including Greg, and he has
said as such previously on many occasions. Greg also knows that golf is a
force for good around the world and
can help make inroads toward positive
change. That was the point he was
making.”
Amnesty International called Norman’s remarks “seriously misguided”.

Hardaker to
face Salford
after seizure
Rugby league
Ross Heppenstall

Zak Hardaker has spoken of his lucky
escape after he suffered a seizure while
out walking with his son shortly after
rejoining Leeds Rhinos last month.
The England international, 30, returned to Headingley after leaving Wigan Warriors for “repeated breaches”
but Hardaker today defended his abrupt exit from the DW Stadium, insisting he had “not done anything wrong”.
Having agreed a short-term deal
with Leeds until the end of this season,
Hardaker had been expected to feature
in their last outing against Hull Kingston Rovers on April 29.
However, he was taken ill when walking with Abel, his one-year-old son.
Hardaker said: “[I took] my little boy
out for a walk on his tricycle. About
20 minutes in I just started feeling dizzy
and I knew it wasn’t great. Apparently
I’ve gone stiff, fell over and smashed my
head on the floor, which we think has
caused me to have a fit. There was quite
a lot of blood coming out of my head.”
Hardaker underwent a series of tests
and was given the all-clear to return to
training last week; he looks set to feature in Sunday’s trip to Salford.
Hardaker’s charge sheet includes
testing positive for cocaine, assaulting a
student and being caught drink-driving. Asked about his Wigan departure,
he said: “I was living in Wigan on my
own, my family was in Yorkshire, plus I
was playing on the wing, so there are a
lot of factors in me wanting to leave.”
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Rugby union Sport

Why Jones must pick teenage genius
Arundell’s brilliant try: from one end of the field to the other in 13 seconds

Stuart Barnes

1 Nick Phipps collects a loose
ball just in front of the
London Irish line and as he is
tackled by Gabin Villière
passes to Arundell

I

magine having a young Christian
Cullen at your disposal. And
Carbonel
2 Arundell runs wide of a tackle
ignoring him. Imagine waiting
from Swan Rebbadj
until Jason Robinson had worked
5
out the significant differences
between league and union instead of
3 Just evades a despairing
Luc
lunge from Anthony Belleau
fast-tracking him into international
rugby.
The New Zealander blew my mind
4 Cuts right sharply to leave
at the 1996 Hong Kong Sevens. He
Baptiste Serin grasping at air
4
dominated the competition with his
staggering sidestep and stunning
Serin
changes of pace. Soon enough, as a
5 Feints to go inside, leaving
full back Aymeric Luc
20-year-old, he was thrust into the
wrongfooted and dives over
man’s world of the All Blacks. He
in the corner to score before
went on to become the greatest
Louis Carbonel can catch him
attacking full back in the brief history
of the professional game.
3
When Robinson switched codes, he
wanted to beat every opponent, all
Belleau
Rebbadjj
the time. I recall a game against
Gloucester when they kept kicking
the ball over his head. He would
2
inevitably beat one, maybe two
tacklers before the defensive wall
Villière
1
engulfed and pinned him in the
Phipps
corner.
There was no sixth-tackle rule, no
Pass
ball through the legs and start
Arundell
Run with ball
again; only a turnover or
Run without
penalty to be conceded for
ball
holding on. Kicking the
ball into touch wasn’t
even part of the league
Metres gained by
man’s thinking process.
Arundell in his 20-minute
with Robinson sprinting into the
I was among those who
to be an unforgettable
appearance for London
corner. Woodward’s gamble had paid
bemoaned Sir Clive
one, for all the wrong
Irish against Toulon —
off spectacularly.
Woodward’s decision to
reasons, in the so called
more than any player
Which brings us to the subject of
cap him off the bench
England “Tour of Hell”
from either side
this column: the 19-year-old London
against Italy in the
to the southern
Irish replacement full back Henry
February of 2001, despite him
hemisphere in the summer of
Arundell. His length-of-the-field
having not played his first
the same year. Wilkinson’s initial
professional union game until the
taste of life as a Test fly half came in a try against Toulon on Sunday was
the try of the season. He scored a
November of 2000.
76-0 defeat.
similar try against Scotland for
Woodward, of course, was right.
But Woodward knew what he was
England Under-20 in February.
Selection isn’t about simply picking
doing. He didn’t trust Wilkinson one
But that was kids’ stuff. This
the best players. Potential comes into
year later in the 1999 World Cup but
was European knockout rugby
it. There is a World Cup looming.
the vast experience he had gathered
away to one of the biggest
Players with the capacity to change a
by 2003 helped him play his way out
clubs in France.
game have to be fast-tracked, such as
of a temporary and worrying loss of
He is, says Declan
Cullen and Robinson. Not to mention
form to destroy a fancied French
Kidney, his astute
a certain Jonny Wilkinson.
team in the semi-final before
director of rugby at
The fly half was capped in the 1998
dropping the extra-time goal to beat
London Irish, far from
Six Nations as a replacement on the
Australia, coached by Eddie Jones.
the finished article.
wing but his first start at fly half was
England scored one try that night,

97

Why not wait until he is
the complete package?
Because England want to
win the World Cup and here
is someone with the potential
to change the face of the
English game. He hasn’t played
enough minutes of professional
rugby to even be considered in terms
of pure form for the tour to Australia
but in that 95-metre wonder try he
showed not signs, but evidence of a
rugby genius. He is fortunate to

possess the physical attributes to
handle those who manage to lay
hands on him. He is anything but a
callow youth. There’s nothing willowy
about him.
The potential is so overwhelmingly
obvious that small matters such as
inexperience can be waived. Jones
will not be afraid of selecting a 19year-old. Tom Curry was the
youngest English debutant since
Wilkinson, at 18 years and 360
days, when the England
head coach started him
against Argentina in 2017.
Two years later the
young flanker was to
play a monumental part in
the English destruction of
New Zealand in the World
C semi-final. Jones won’t be
Cup
scared to switch Arundell around
either. In Freddie Steward England
have unearthed a bullish full back
who has proved his worth as a Test
player. But he doesn’t have that oncein-a-generation attacking instinct and
ability of Arundell.
If it were a straight shoot-out
between one of the two for the first
Test in Western Australia, it would be
hard to overlook the consistent
excellence of the Leicester Tiger.
Fortunately that is not the case. The
Jones theory of flexibility is nowhere
more apt than when considering
the back three. Steward has spent
part of his autumn Test time
wearing the No 15 shirt but
located on the wing.
He can move to the blindside wing to command the
a
aerial
aspect of Test rugby
with teams box-kicking
their way out of defensive
corners. He can switch back
t full back when England
to
need a heavy-duty ball-carrier
through the middle. In tandem, the
two of them could transform England
from the back.
England must take him to Australia,
not to stop another country selecting
him — he has way too much talent to
accept the first hand offered him —
but to reignite England. The next
Robinson? It’s a tall order. He may
not be. But if he is, what a waste to
explain away non-selection with
inexperience the conservative excuse.
Woodward won a World Cup through
being a bold selector. A year and a
half out from the 2023 tournament,
this is no time for caution, Eddie.

‘New calendar will boost tournament’ NFL clash could force 2031
Alex Lowe, Rugby Correspondent

World Rugby insists plans for a new
global championship would serve to
strengthen the World Cup and not
undermine the sport’s flagship event.
The Times revealed on Monday details of the proposed cross-hemisphere
Test competition, which would feature
24 teams in two divisions. The championship would include fixtures in July
and November, culminating in a world
grand final and relegation play-offs.
One of the main criticisms of the plan
is that a biennial championship —
meaning three global finals in four
years — would weaken the status of the
World Cup. However, Alan Gilpin,
World Rugby’s chief executive, predicted the opposite. He said the so-called
Nations Championship would raise the
standards of emerging nations, making
the World Cup more competitive.
“We’ve had positive discussions in
the last few days with the Six Nations
unions and Sanzaar unions,” Gilpin

said. “There’s a better recognition
across the whole landscape that it
needs to happen for the game to grow.
“We have to be confident, firstly, that
we can deliver outstanding World
Cups. International Rugby Players [the
representative body] has been engaged
through this whole process and constantly you hear from the players that
the World Cup is the biggest moment.
Part of this is for those World Cups to be
more competitive, which is what
players and fans want.”
Projections suggest the global championship could raise the value of the
sport by 40 per cent. The change in
model would see revenues pooled and
then divided up between the nations.
“Ultimately, all boats rise when the
game grows. North America is a really
big market for the sport. They’re buying
into the goal,” Gilpin said.
The emerging nations, such as the
United States, Georgia and Samoa, are
firmly behind the plan because it would
bring guaranteed and meaningful

fixtures, which are seen as critical for
helping teams improve.
The US are targeting the quarterfinals of their home men’s World Cup in
2031 but do not know who they are
playing in November, which makes it
hard to generate interest. USA Rugby
intends to sell 55,000 tickets per game
at an expanded 24-team World Cup.
If Six Nations and Sanzaar unions fail
to reach a financial agreement and the
“Elite Division” collapses, World Rugby
is still committed to funding the creation of a “Challenger Division” by 2024.
6 World Rugby has implemented a
new scrummaging safety law after an
investigation by The Times revealed serious safety concerns for hookers. The
“brake foot” law, which prevents “axial
loading” on the necks and spines of
hookers, will now be trialled globally.
The 50-22 kick and goalline drop-out
have been written into permanent law
after a global trial, along with sanctions
for lower-limb ruck clear-outs and
players pre-binding.

World Cup into summer slot
Will Kelleher
Deputy Rugby Correspondent, Dublin

The World Cup in the United States in
2031 could move from its traditional
autumn slot to avoid the NFL season.
The Americans were handed the
tournament in Dublin yesterday as
World Rugby took the unprecedented
step of confirming five hosts at once.
England will host the women’s World
Cup in 2025, Australia the men’s in 2027
and women’s in 2029, with the US
taking the men’s 2031 and women’s 2033
tournaments. Two US World Cups
should generate more than $1 billion
(£820 million) in ticket sales — around
£500 million more than Japan’s 2019
competition — but the men’s tournament may have to shift to summer.
The US wants to use NFL stadiums
for some games in 2031 but avoid their
event playing second-fiddle to Amer-

ican Football. But World Rugby is keen
to avoid the situation in football this
year, where this winter’s Qatar World
Cup has forced European leagues to
break for five weeks. World Rugby’s
chief executive Alan Gilpin said: “We’re
not going to do a Qatar and just plonk
it in the middle of a lot of other competitions. If we can harness a little bit of a
partnership with NFL franchises
around hosting, the ability that gives us
to really make this thing come alive
quickly will be will be fantastic.”
World Rugby, which is keen to crack
the US market, provided USA Rugby
with £3.2 million to stage the World
Cup Sevens tournament in San Francisco four years ago, then helped it
through bankruptcy in June 2020. “The
USA is the golden nugget everyone
wants to get a hold of. It’s the world’s
biggest sporting market,” Sir Bill Beaumont, the World Rugby chairman, said.
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McCullum as bold
as Stokes – it could
be an inspired pick
MI NEWS/NURPHOTO/SHUTTERSTOCK

Mike Atherton
Chief Cricket
Correspondent

Test ranking
Australia
India
New Zealand
South Africa
Pakistan
England

128
119
111
110
93
88

ODI ranking
New Zealand
England
Australia
India
Pakistan
South Africa

125
124
107
105
102
99

Tiny resources
New Zealand have by far the smallest
population of any of the top Testplaying nations
India
1,380m

‘W

e wanted to remove
a lot of the
analysis; we wanted
to be ‘blue collar’ in
how we went about
things, not aloof and superior. We
reduced the various theories that had
dominated so much of what we did;
we planned less, had fewer team
meetings and we tried to be the very
best we could be.”
Those words could have been on
the wish list for England’s new Test
captain, Ben Stokes, at any stage of
his international career. A notoriously
poor listener in a classroom setting
and someone who believes words are
cheap, Stokes has a short attention
span and values action, not theory.
He may well get his wish now that a
kindred spirit has been appointed to
coach alongside him.
Brendon McCullum, who spoke
those words during his MCC Spirit of
Cricket lecture six years ago about his
time as New Zealand’s captain, from
2013 to 2016, is a bold and imaginative
choice to be the England Test coach.
The 40-year-old, who led his country
in 31 of his 101 caps, may never have
coached at first-class level, but every
supporter in the land must surely be
excited by the potential of the
combination of Stokes and McCullum
to shake England’s Test team out of
their torpor.
They may not succeed but it will be
a lot of fun watching them try. After
two grim years of desperate,
unimaginative leadership, the
England Test team, one suspects, are
about to be given licence and freedom
to play, and will not lack for
inspiration from leaders in whom a
competitive spirit and desire to win
seeps from every pore. The sense of
renewed optimism after the
announcement of Stokes as captain
has been reinforced.
That rediscovery of a sense of
boyish enthusiasm for the sport was
the theme at the heart of McCullum’s
MCC lecture and informed much of
his style of captaincy. He embraced
risk, tried to rid his team of a fear of
failure and did so while having the
courage to push back against the
dominant sledging mentality of the
day. Not only was his team good, they
were liked and admired for their play
and the way they played. In the words
of McCullum, they “rediscovered
their soul”.
It is difficult to see how that
message will change: after all,
McCullum is not long out of playing
himself, having retired in 2019, and
although he has coached in T20
cricket, most recently for Kolkata
Knight Riders in the Indian Premier
League, for whom he has just handed
in his notice, it would be a push to
describe this former player, sometime

What new man brings
The New Zealand miracle
New Zealand are in the top three in
both the Test and one-day international
rankings despite having a fraction of the
population of their main rivals

Pakistan
Bangladesh

Aussies soon floor new captain
Ben Stokes top-scored
with 82 for Durham
against Glamorgan —
but suffered the
indignity of being
felled by a ball from

Marnus
Labuschagne,
bowling his
occasional medium
pacers. Stokes was
struck in the midriff

pundit, radio host and horse racing
breeder-cum-owner as a
“professional” coach.
Embracing someone on the fringes
of the coaching class very much
chimes with Rob Key’s thinking about
the coaching profession, the disregard
for which fairly drips off every page of
the chapter in his autobiography, Oi,
Key entitled (channelling his inner
Shane Warne): A Coach Is What You
Get To The Ground In. In it, the new
managing director of England men’s
cricket flays the bullshitters, the
bluffers and the theorisers.
“Essentially there are three types of
coaches,” he wrote. “Those who have
a positive influence, those who have a
negative influence and those who
have no influence at all,” which is
about as profound as saying the sky is
blue and the grass is green. He goes
on, though: “Actually to have no
influence is great . . . give me a coach
who doesn’t get in the way, just allows
you to do what you want . . . all smart
coaches pitch themselves as neutral.”
Deep down, Key will hope that his
expensive recruit has more than a
neutral impact. What he is not
anticipating, and that is inherent in
his words above, is that McCullum
will interfere too heavily in technical
matters.
Rather he wants McCullum to
inspire, lead and set a tone — to
reinforce the way Stokes wants to
play cricket, which is to say with a
sense of style and adventure.
McCullum is an exceptional
character, and Key will want some of
that to rub off on a dressing room too
long cowed by defeat, conservatism
and of Covid-suffocation.
During McCullum’s experience
leading New Zealand, there were two
profound and formative influences.
The first came during his opening
match in charge, when his team were
bowled out for 45 in Cape Town in

and as he lay there,
the Australian
jokingly made as
if to throw the
ball at England’s
prone captain.

2013. Famously, he has recalled the
evening in his room when he sat
down with the coaches and they
dissected brutally where the team was
going wrong. “We were seen as
arrogant, emotional, distant, up
ourselves and uninterested in our
followers,” he said.
Second was the death of Phillip
Hughes, the young Australia batsman
who was killed by a bouncer in
Sydney while New Zealand were
playing a Test match in Sharjah.
Hughes’s death happened in the
middle of the game and McCullum
had to find a way of persuading his
team to play on, even though they
were desperate not to. He told them
for one day to throw out all they had
learnt as cricketers and try to play
with no fear of the consequences.
“The outcome of the ‘uncaring’, noconsequence play was a revelation to
me. I suspect it was something I had
been trying to achieve on a personal
level for years, but I had been unable
to do so, except for fleeting moments.
Here there was a release of many of
the external factors that can creep in
and influence a player. There was an
instinctiveness that took over — no
fear of failure, just playing and being
‘in the moment,’ ” McCullum said
years later. He will try desperately to
instil this attitude into his players now.
So eventually this cricketer who
had been somewhat brash and
boastful — and not that successful —
as a young man, became one of the
most cherished, statesmanlike and
influential leaders of the past decade,
helping to reinvigorate New Zealand
as a cricketing nation. It is not hard to
see why Key, with England at a
troubled and low ebb, has turned to a
man who has helped to revive a team
in a similar situation before. The
decision has a lot of logic.
In his first big appointment —
making Stokes captain was such a

221m
165m

England

67.9m

Sri Lanka

59.7m

South Africa

59m

West Indies

43m

Australia

26m

Zimbabwe

15m

New Zealand

4.8m

The McCullum transformation
New Zealand under McCullum in
Test cricket (2013-16)
Win 11

Draw 9

Lose 11

Played 31
New Zealand in the 31 matches before
he became captain
Draw 10
Win 6
Lose 15

Played 31
3.42 New Zealand’s Test run rate under
McCullum. It had been 3.10 in the
preceding 31 Tests. It has dropped back
to 3.24 since he stood down
He led from the front
45.28 McCullum's Test average when
he was captain, scoring six centuries in
31 Tests with a strike rate of 73.77 runs
per 100 balls. Without the captaincy, he
averaged 35.63 at a strike rate of 60.29
and scoring six centuries

formality as to be no decision at all —
Key could not have signalled his
intention any more clearly to move
away from what has characterised the
past two years. As is often the way,
Key has chosen someone cut from a
very different cloth to his
predecessor; McCullum is the antiChris Silverwood.
The identity of the captain is crucial
here, of course. Stokes and McCullum
share similar beliefs about the game
and will work to a familiar script.
“There is one absolute truth about
the captain/coach dynamic; it’s
imperative they are on the same
page,” Key wrote in his autobiography,
dwelling on some of the successful
(Michael Vaughan-Duncan Fletcher)
and unsuccessful (Fletcher-Andrew
Flintoff) partnerships that he had
seen. He has selected McCullum very
much with Stokes in mind. It could be
an inspired pick.

Ford and Mills
in frame for
specialist roles
continued from back
Test cricket set-up and move the team
forward. I am aware of the significant
challenges the team faces and I believe
in my ability to help the team emerge as
a stronger force once we’ve confronted
them head-on.
“I’ve enjoyed robust conversations
with Rob Key about the direction of
travel and have found his enthusiasm
contagious. I’m no stranger to bringing
about change.
“Ben Stokes is the perfect character
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Hameed shows that hard
graft still has its place
Middlesex
v Nottinghamshire
Lord’s (first day of four, Middlesex
won toss): Nottinghamshire have
scored 329 for five wickets
Mike Atherton
Chief Cricket Correspondent

With the news that Brendon
McCullum and Ben Stokes are to guide
England’s Test team for the foreseeable
future, there may be a cohort of dutiful
English county batsmen wondering
whether they must shed their skins and
reinvent themselves. All those plodders, accumulators and roundheads
contemplating a change of outfit: dashers, aggressors and cavaliers to the fore!
The beauty of the game is that it takes
all sorts, of course — tortoises as well as
hares — even if the former are more of
an endangered species right now. On a
bright and breezy Lord’s day, one with
such a reputation, Haseeb Hameed,
reminded us of the game’s glorious
capacity to accommodate all types: the
man who has laboured under the “Baby
Boycott” tag for too long made the
ninth hundred of his first-class career.
A county summer is all that awaits

Hameed in all likelihood after a horrible Ashes winter in which he looked out
of his depth against a top-class attack
on some fruity decks and lost his place
in the team. Still, what is a man to do?
Give up? No, there are first-class runs to
be had in a summer offering plenty and
silverware to strive for in a strong-looking Nottinghamshire team that will
surely be challenging on all fronts.
There was no extreme pace to unsettle him here and the pitch was a placid
one, in tune with the general pattern of
events so far this summer. Having negotiated the new ball, Hameed settled
in against an attack missing Shaheen
Shah Afridi, who has returned to Pakistan having made a fine impression in
the Middlesex dressing room, and went
to his hundred the first ball after tea,
when he clipped Tim Murtagh to the
short leg side for his 12th boundary.
Eight of those came through the off side
and his driving and cutting was a particular feature of this innings.
Those more inclined to dash in the
Nottinghamshire line-up, Ben Duckett
and Joe Clarke, did not endure. Having
been dropped at slip on four, the inform Duckett, who had five consecutive fifty-plus scores before this innings,

played well enough but perished to the
wicketkeeper immediately after lunch.
Clarke, the subject of a little prompting
from journalists this summer about his
England chances despite having made
only one such score, drove loosely and
dragged on to his stumps.
A day that began under bright sunshine finished under lights in overhead
conditions that were more to the liking
of Middlesex’s seam-based attack, and
Martin Andersson eventually found
Hameed’s outside edge with the second
new ball beckoning. So Steven
Mullaney’s innings, that stretched
through the afternoon and evening,
was more valuable than might be imagined. He helped establish a total from
which Stuart Broad will look to launch
his season properly on the second day.
It was good to see a decent turnout at
Lord’s. Members attended in good
numbers and a thousand local secondary school pupils had been given free
entry, continuing the experiment from
the last home game when 2000 children from primary schools were invited.
With school children playing cricket on
the Nursery ground and the mix of old
and new, there was a lovely vibe around
the venue.

Pope and Foakes post timely reminders
Championship round-up
Geoffrey Dean, Paul Edwards

McCullum
averaged 35 as
a player but 45
as the captain
of New Zealand
McCullum is aware
of the challenges
England are facing

to inspire change around him and I look
forward to working with him to build a
successful unit around us.”
The appointment will allow McCullum to be involved in selection discussions. A squad of about 17 players is expected to be announced on Wednesday.
McCullum will be given full say in
whom he appoints as assistant coaches
and is likely to choose some technical
specialists given that his coaching style
is expected to be more about setting
approach and strategy.
Graham Ford is rated highly by Key,
who he coached at Kent, and may be
approached to become the Test batting

coach, with Marcus Trescothick, the
batting coach across all formats, focusing on the white-ball sides.
Jeetan Patel, McCullum’s former
New Zealand team-mate, is expected to
remain as the spin bowling coach.
McCullum may also replace Jon Lewis,
the seam bowling coach, with Kyle
Mills, another former Test colleague.
A decision on who will become head
coach of the limited-overs team will be
made next week. Paul Collingwood is
the leading candidate and was in further discussions with Key and the ECB
yesterday, although no final decision
has been made. Mark Alleyne and Nick
Knight are in the frame for assistant
coach roles for the white-ball team.
Collingwood, who stood in as head
coach in the Caribbean, has been interviewed along with Simon Katich, the
former Australia batsman, and Matthew Mott, who has been Australia
women’s head coach since 2015.

After disappointing winters with England, Ollie Pope and Ben Foakes are
each producing the weight of runs that
will make it hard for the selectors to
leave them out of the first Test against
New Zealand next month. Pope made a
convincing 96 to go with a hundred,
two fifties and a 47 this season, while
Foakes eased to a languid unbeaten 86
that takes his tally for the campaign to
390 runs at an average of 130.
The pair came together after lunch,
when Surrey had just lost three wickets
in eight overs, and were not parted until
just before the close, having added 178
in 50.4 overs. Neither had looked like
getting out until Pope was strangled
down the leg side, caught behind trying
to glance Darren Stevens.
If the Beckenham pitch was another
in the long line of batsmen-friendly surfaces seen in county cricket this year,
Pope could hardly have looked in better
form despite missing the last match
through illness. He was given a good
platform by the opening pair of Rory

Jennings scored a fluent 150 not out

Burns and Ryan Patel, with the latter
making a sparkling 76 off 104 balls out
of a stand of 106.
Burns fell in the next over, playing
across a straight one from Nathan Gilchrist, who then produced a pearler off
a good length to find Hashim Amla’s
edge. Thereafter, it was hard graft for a
Kent attack with the fewest bowling
points in either division this summer.
The ball stubbornly refused to swing all
day, and with George Linde, the South
Africa left-arm spinner, unable to stem
the scoring, Pope and Foakes stylishly

collected runs at a good rate throughout their long alliance.
Having scored a hundred in his first
innings of the season against Warwickshire, Keaton Jennings notched up
another in the Roses match at Headingley yesterday. The 29-year-old
Lancashire opener played with such
fluency and good judgment that
selectors such as James Taylor, who is
watching this match, may need to
reconsider him for England honours.
Jennings’s unbeaten 150 and Steven
Croft’s 104 helped Lancashire to build a
strong position of 288 for three at the
close after Jordan Thompson had taken
two quick wickets for Yorkshire.
Critics may point to Jennings’s three
lives, the most egregious being the
catch Harry Duke spilt off Steve Patterson when he had made only two. But
Jennings showed admirable restraint
during a first session that brought him
21 runs, before unveiling some fine
attacking shots. He thus became the
second Lancashire batsman after Geoff
Pullar to score a century in three
successive innings against Yorkshire.
Scoreboards on page 57

‘Good chance’ Fabinho will
return to face Real in Paris

Aston Villa buy Coutinho
for cut-price £17 million

Football Jürgen Klopp is hopeful
Fabinho will be fit for the Champions
League final and insisted Liverpool’s
season will not fall apart in his
absence (Paul Joyce writes).
The Liverpool manager has
earmarked captain Jordan Henderson
to perform in the No 6 role instead,
starting with tomorrow’s FA Cup final
against Chelsea and then the key
league games with Southampton and
Wolverhampton Wanderers. Fabinho,
28, will miss those fixtures after
suffering a hamstring strain in the 2-1
win over Aston Villa in midweek, but
Liverpool hope he will be fit to face
Real Madrid in Paris on May 28.
“There’s a good chance that he will
be available for the final,” Klopp said.
“Having him or not having him is a
difference, but it is all fine.”

Aston Villa have confirmed the
permanent signing of Philippe
Coutinho from Barcelona for
£17 million (Charlotte Duncker
writes). The Brazil playmaker joined
the club on loan in January and has
now signed a four-year deal lasting
until 2026. He has four league goals
this season and Villa manager Steven
Gerrard had been eager to sign his
former team-mate ahead of his first
full season at Villa.
The initial loan agreement had a
£33 million option to buy at the end of
the season, but Barcelona decided to
cut their losses on the player they
paid £142 million for four years ago.
The 29-year-old has agreed to
reduce his salary but he will still be
one of the most highly paid players at
the club.

Newcastle to wear Saudi
colours as away kit leaked
Newcastle United’s new away kit next
season will be in the green and white
colours of Saudi Arabia, the country
whose public investment fund owns
80 per cent of the club (Martin Hardy
writes).
A leaked image of Newcastle’s
second-choice strip for next season,
made by Castore, shows it is
extremely similar to the first-choice
shirt worn by the Saudi Arabia side
in 2020.
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Sport FA Cup final

‘I did love smashing Keane
though he said he’d kill me’
As his playing career
winds down, Cesc
Fàbregas reflects
on his FA Cup
memories with
Tom Roddy

A

t the Fàbregas family
home, in the hills of
Monaco, the celebrations
were short. After blowing
out the candles on a cake
surrounded by his family, Cesc
Fàbregas marked the evening of his
35th birthday by settling down on the
sofa to watch Real Madrid knock
Manchester City out of the
Champions League semi-finals in
dramatic fashion.
“What a birthday present,”
Fàbregas says. “A fantastic game.”
These days, Fàbregas watches
matches from an increasingly
different perspective. A midfielder
who dazzled us for so long with his
wonderful feet is also looking to the
future and planning to pull the strings
from the sidelines as a coach. Half an
hour in the World Cup-winner’s
company suggests that there is plenty
of potential for many more chapters
in his already successful story.
“Every time I watch a game I am
trying to learn more in the little
details that are important in a coach’s
mind,” he says. “As a player you watch
with competition. If you are Arsenal,
you want [Manchester] United,
[Manchester] City and Chelsea to
lose. It doesn’t allow you to analyse as
much.”
Speaking from Monaco, Fàbregas
looks forward to Saturday’s FA Cup
final between Liverpool and Chelsea,
the club with whom he won five
major trophies, including their last in
this competition four years ago. He
recalls his three finals — enraging
Roy Keane, being at the peak of his
powers, and admiring team-mates

observing Ramadan — while also
exploring football’s evolution over the
past 19 years and why Chelsea’s new
owners cannot rely on history.
But Fàbregas isn’t ready to bring
this chapter to a close. He’s been in
the south of France since January
2019, but this campaign, the last in his
3½-year contract at Monaco, has been
hampered by injury.
“I don’t know what I am going to
do [next season]. What I know for
certain is that I don’t want to finish
like this,” Fàbregas says. “It has been a
very difficult year for me mentally.
After what I created in the last
19 years I can’t finish on an empty
year. I just want to play and enjoy my
football. I feel like I can still compete.
I just feel like I want to give it one or
two more years, to finish on a high,
playing and enjoying my game rather
than leaving now with a bad feeling.”
Fàbregas has been able to
accelerate through his coaching
badges, though. Being at Monaco,
among many young players, helps.
He has tapped into how the new
generation works — far from his
humble beginnings as a
teenager cleaning the boots
of Sol Campbell and
washing the cars of firstteam players after
arriving at Arsenal
from Barcelona in
2003.
“I’m a little bit
old-school with
certain values,”
he says. “They
shouldn’t be
lost.
Unfortunately,
it seems they are already lost.
Can you recover it now with
young players and the way they
are growing up and in a new
society? This is a big question mark.
“I am surrounded by lots of young
players and sometimes I tell these
stories about what I used to do, and
how I would bring the balls out for
every training session and play for
the reserves at 9pm at Barnet, get up

Most FA Cup victories
Arsenal (1930 to 2020)
14
Manchester United (1909 to 2016)
12
Chelsea (1970 to 2018)
8
Tottenham Hotspur (1901 to 1991)
8
Liverpool (1965 to 2006)
7
Aston Villa (1887 to 1957)
7

at 8am to train with the first team at
9.30am — full training. Now, they
play a game for the second team and
don’t train until the second or third
day. Sometimes they don’t
believe what I am telling them.
It’s changed a lot and you need
to adapt to the new generation.
“As a player, the good thing is
you know what players like
and what they don’t.
Nowadays, a lot of
coaches do endless
sessions of videos.
Players don’t like it.
Maximum ten
minutes or they
lose focus. It’s
not getting into
their brain any
more. When
you do it every
day it can
become a little bit tiring, so
you have to find the right
balance to accommodate
video sessions individually
and collectively.
“Football has changed a lot
in that regard. Before, on the
training pitches, it was not so
tactical. It was more about
the technical side than
tactical. Before, the best

player always played. Now, the fittest
players always play. As a coach, you
will have your values and ideas but
need to adapt to this new football
today.”
Fàbregas learnt a lot from Arsène
Wenger. He explained to him how
players are mostly formed between
the ages of 16 and 19. Fàbregas was 18
when he won the FA Cup for the first
time, part of Wenger’s midfield
alongside Gilberto Silva and Patrick
Vieira, who scored the winning
penalty against Manchester United in
his final game for the club. Vieira
versus Keane was the headline rivalry
but, in this game, United’s mercurial
midfielder created a new nemesis.
“I tackled Roy Keane really hard
and I felt really good about it because
he was always giving me a tough
time,” Fàbregas says, laughing. “A few
years later, Gerard [Piqué, his friend
from Barcelona’s La Masia academy
who played for United] said to me
that at half-time Keane said, ‘That
Spanish friend of yours, I will smash
him, he killed me.’ ”
Fàbregas’s next cup final came
12 years later but, this time, was
against Arsenal — he returned to the
Premier League in 2014, moving from
Barcelona to Chelsea. He was a world
and European champion with Spain
by then and had won his second
Premier League title with Chelsea the
week before.
“I was actually at the peak of my
powers, playing every game, so I was
a bit disappointed not starting,” he
says. “Arsenal were a bit stronger
than us. They scored a goal that
shouldn’t have counted, it was kind of
offside from Alexis [Sánchez]. I came
on and we levelled 1-1 with ten men
because [Victor] Moses was sent off. I
was thinking about making it to
penalties and, straight after, they
scored in a play that was not too
dangerous.”
His second winner’s medal, from
2018 against United, came courtesy of
a performance with individuals going
the extra mile. “It was a very hot day
and it was Ramadan,” Fàbregas

Fàbregas holds the FA Cup aloft after

recalls. “We were in the pre-match
meal and I saw [Tiémoué] Bakayoko
and [N’Golo] Kanté not having lunch
and not drinking. I was like, ‘Guys,
you need to drink, it’s so hot.’ They
said, ‘No, we respect Ramadan 100
per cent’ and said, ‘Don’t worry we’ll
be running all day, we’re used to it.’
We managed to win. It was incredible.
A really special day, against a strong
United side, and it’s always special to
win at Wembley.”
Only three members of that line-up
could be at Chelsea next season when
a new era begins under the incoming
Todd Boehly. Chelsea had wanted
Fàbregas to remain another year
when he departed for Monaco in 2019

‘I wasn’t even meant to be in the box for my goal’
Tomás Hill López-Menchero

As the FA Cup celebrates its 150th anniversary, we talk to four people whose
lives were changed by the competition.
Wes Morgan won the FA Cup with
Leicester against Chelsea in 2021
Winning the league was unbelievable
and something no one ever thought
was possible for a team like Leicester,
and you could probably say the same
for the FA Cup. I was injured for most of
the season and I made my return for the
final. I was happy to be part of the
squad, but I got myself fit enough to be
on the bench. Winning the FA Cup was
an amazing way to end my career, as I
announced my retirement a week later.
I was on the bench when Youri
Tielemans opened the scoring with his
long-range screamer just after the
hour. I think that’s when we actually
thought, “We’ve got this, we just need to
hold out for a bit longer.” Things could
have been very different if Chelsea’s
89th-minute equaliser had not been
ruled out by VAR. I know everyone said

it was my own goal, but I’m convinced
it didn’t come off me.
The final whistle went, and I remember dropping to my knees and reality
set in. We wanted the owner “Top”
[Aiyawatt Srivaddhanaprabha] to come
down as soon as possible to
celebrate with us — we did it not just for
him but also for Vichai, Top’s father,
who passed away, and for the family.
Ben Watson scored the winner for
Wigan in the 2013 final against
Manchester City
The FA Cup win for Wigan against
Manchester City is the best achievement of my career.
No one expected us to win, but there
was real belief in the dressing room
before the game. We had played City
about six weeks prior to that at the
Etihad and we’d lost 1-0 but played
really well, so a lot of our preparation
led back to that.
The turning point came when they
went down to ten men with Pablo
Zabaleta’s 84th-minute sending off,
because we realised we were never

going to have a better opportunity to
win the FA Cup.
I wasn’t meant to be in the box for my
goal in stoppage time. But they had one
fewer player and everyone was back for
them, so I ghosted in. No one was picking me up, the delivery from Shauney
[Shaun Maloney] was brilliant. I’ve
never scored a header like it in my life.
The celebrations were very muted,
because we had another game on the
Tuesday against Arsenal. We won the
FA Cup on Saturday and were relegated on Tuesday — but I think if you ask
anyone from that squad, they wouldn’t
change it for the world.
John Motson commentated on Hereford’s third-round upset of Newcastle
in 1972, along with 34 FA Cup finals
I’ve just been down to Hereford to celebrate 50 years since the famous match
on February 5, 1972. I was in my first
season at Match of the Day, very much
on trial, and I got sent down to sweep up
a predictable FA Cup replay, because
Hereford had drawn 2-2 at Newcastle.
Malcolm Macdonald put Newcastle

ahead after 82 minutes and it
we were a league below. I
looked like it was going to
never thought I’d score
end as predicted, before
three goals. It’s only after
Chelsea
v
Ronnie Radford came up
the game that it sinks in:
with that amazing goal
“Bloody hell, I scored
Liverpool
after 85 minutes. My
three and we won 4-2.”
Kick off: 4.45pm
friend Ricky George
After I scored it was
tomorrow
scored the winner in
never in my mind that I
TV: BBC One and ITV
extra time, and it really
had to get two more to
Radio: talkSPORT
put me on the map with
get a hat-trick.
the BBC. What would have
Straight after the game I
happened if Ronnie’s shot had
missed all the fun because I
hit the bar? I’ve often thought that.
had to go and do an interMy life and my career might have
view with Radio 5 Live,
gone a different way. I commentatand it was interview
ed on 29 FA Cup finals, together
after interview. I tried
with five replays. I owe a lot to
everything to get out
the FA Cup.
of an interview with
Match of the Day.
Tim Buzaglo scored a hat-trick
That win also
for Woking against West Brommeant I was targetwich Albion in a third-round uped in football. Two
games after the West
set in 1991
Brom game, I snapped
I didn’t believe we could get a result
my cruciate after a
but Geoff [Chapple, the Woking
bad tackle.
manager] instilled belief in us. West
Brom underestimated us, because we
Match-winner Watson
weren’t even a Conference side then,
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Sky Bet Championship: Play-off semi-final, first leg Sport
PHIL DUNCAN/PROSPORTS/SHUTTERSTOCK

Luton’s renaissance
confronted by team
on own return trip
going to be,” Jones said. “We want to
create that atmosphere where if we give
Luton Town are three games away from them something to get behind, then
becoming the first former Premier they really get behind the team.”
League club to fall out of the Football
Huddersfield’s sustained charge to a
League before climbing all the way back third-place finish is equally impressive.
up again. That they are on the verge of Only Blackpool and Peterborough
completing that journey by securing a United, both promoted from League
fourth promotion in the space of eight One, began the season with longer odds
years — with a core of players and the to go up but Huddersfield finished just
same manager, Nathan Jones, who six points shy of the automatic places.
steered the club out of League Two,
Tonight will be Carlos Corberán’s
plus one of the lowest budgets in the 100th game in charge and it has been
second tier — makes their renaissance quite a turnaround for the club, who
all the more remarkable.
finished 20th last season. Corberán, 39,
The rejuvenation at Kenilworth arrived having spent two years on
Road is the result of the intelligent, con- Marcelo Bielsa’s Leeds United coaching
scientious stewardship of the 2020 con- staff and with only short spells managsortium that saved the club from liqui- ing in the Cypriot first division on his
dation just before a 30-point deduction CV. Patience, however, has been reled to Luton dropping out of the Foot- warded. The former Valencia B goalball League in 2009. Add to that
keeper retired aged 23 to enrol for
canny recruitment and the
a degree in sport science and
zeal and intensity of Jones,
begin his coaching badges.
who left for a brief and illwere six years with
Luton Town There
fated spell as manager of
Villarreal, including a
Stoke City in 2019
v Huddersfield spell working under
before returning to
Manuel Pellegrini, the
Town
Luton to save them from
former
Manchester
Kick off: 7.45pm tonight
relegation in their first
City manager, and four
TV: Sky Sports Main
season back in the Sky
years in the Middle East
Radio: talkSPORT
Bet Championship.
working
with
Raúl
The club’s self-imposed
Caneda, an acolyte of Pep
wage cap is a welcome tonic in
Guardiola.
a division of vast losses, yet a squad
Huddersfield’s commitment last
assembled from free transfers and season to a man-marking system led
loans still has an abundance of quality them to concede a league-high 71 goals.
in forwards Elijah Adebayo and Harry This term, however, they have shown
Cornick, who have 28 league goals, and far more patience — their pressing is
the experienced Henri Lansbury, Cam- more targeted, their possession share
eron Jerome and Robert Snodgrass.
has fallen from 56 to 48 per cent — and
Jones, despite a crippling injury list, summer recruitment has proven to be
has made Luton far more direct and outstanding value: free transfers like
dogged this season: no team played the experienced Championship demore long passes and only West Brom- fenders Tom Lees and Matty Pearson
wich Albion and Millwall contested have buttressed the defence, while the
more aerial duels, while their pressing loan signings of Chelsea’s Levi Colwill
is among the division’s most intense.
and Jon Russell, and Norwich City’s
Huddersfield Town’s commitment to Luxembourg international Danel Sibuilding from the back, meanwhile, will nani, have added youth and dynamism.
produce a key clash of styles in tonight’s
first leg. “It is the biggest game the Ken- Prediction
ny has seen for a hell of a long time so Huddersfield are undefeated in seven
everyone that comes, I imagine, will be games and their controlled possession,
enthusiastic and will be right up for it, over two legs, should tell. Their setbecause that is what the players are piece prowess could also prove crucial.
Gregor Robertson

Chelsea’s victory over United in 2018 before his departure to Monaco, left, where he has endured an injury-hit season

but Maurizio Sarri, the new head
coach, had signed Jorginho, another
midfielder.
“You can feel when the coach has a
special relationship with someone
else,” he says. “He saw me in a
position in front of the defence, and I
felt good in some games. After a few
conversations with [Sarri] I made my
decision to try my luck somewhere
else.
“In the space of six months they
lost myself, [Eden] Hazard, David
Luiz, Gary Cahill — players that were
not always so important on the pitch,
but around the training ground were
important for everybody, for the
young players.”

At Wembley, Chelsea fans will
likely sing a song regularly heard
about Fàbregas being “magic”.
His arrival in 2014, alongside the
prolific and unpredictable Diego
Costa, was pivotal in propelling the
club above City and Liverpool to win
the title in a season that represented
the best of the Roman Abramovich
era. Fàbregas hopes the new owners
will take a similar approach.
“It all depends on recruitment,” he
says. “The best clubs in the world —
Liverpool, Real Madrid, Barcelona,
Bayern Munich, City — they are
renewing themselves year after year.
“If you want to be competitive
nowadays, especially in the Premier

League, you have to keep renewing
yourself to get better and better. I
believe the new ownership will have
studied how Roman has done in the
last 20 years and will try to manage
and try to do the same thing or
similar, which will be difficult. But
they should definitely recreate, or try
to recreate, how Roman worked
because it was exceptional.”
Fàbregas was an exceptional part of
the story. His playing career is yet to
have an ending but, whenever that
comes, it promises to provide a new
beginning in coaching. Perhaps the
Premier League won’t have to wait
too long for another master of the
midfield to be in the dugout.
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Ruthless Kane leaves ragged
Henry Winter
Chief Football
Writer

3
0

Tottenham

Kane 22 (pen), 37, Son 47

Arsenal

Mind the gap, Arsenal. It’s only one
point now. Fourth place is still with
Arsenal but the force is with Spurs, who
humiliated their neighbours in a onesided North London derby at a reverberating Tottenham Hotspur Stadium
last night. Arsenal wanted to win but
Tottenham needed to and the difference showed. Spurs were hungrier and
more clinical. Arsenal were well and
truly ambushed.
Spurs were 2-0 up at the break and a
goal further ahead within two minutes
of the restart. Harry Kane was imperious, scoring twice, his movement again
so intelligent, his finishing again so
ruthless. Son Heung-min struck the
third and was heartbroken to be substituted, such were the rich pickings in the
dishevelled Arsenal defence.
Arsenal had the original game called
off in January because they didn’t have
enough players, and they didn’t have
enough players of the requisite determination or discipline here. They didn’t
even finish the first half with all their
players as Rob Holding was dismissed
for repeated attempts to stop Son
through tripping, grappling or blocking. Holding’s mindset was a mixture of
the aggressive and the naive, and how
Mikel Arteta could seek to defend his
hot-headed centre back afterwards

How they stand
P
Man City...............36
Liverpool ............. 36
Chelsea.................36
Arsenal.................36
Tottenham...........36
Man United..........37
West Ham............36
Wolves..................36
Brighton...............36
Leicester .............. 35
Crystal Palace....35
Aston Villa...........35
Brentford.............36
Newcastle............36
Southamptn........36
Everton.................35
Burnley.................35
Leeds.....................36
Watford (R).........36
Norwich (R).........36

W
28
26
20
21
20
16
16
15
11
12
10
13
12
11
9
10
7
8
6
5

D
5
8
10
3
5
10
7
5
14
9
14
4
7
10
13
6
13
10
5
6

L
3
2
6
12
11
11
13
16
11
14
11
18
17
15
14
19
15
18
25
25

F
94
89
73
56
63
57
57
36
38
52
46
48
44
40
41
37
32
39
32
22

A
22
24
31
45
40
56
46
39
42
56
42
49
52
61
61
56
49
77
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GD Pts
72 89
65 86
42 70
11 66
23 65
1 58
11 55
-3 50
-4 47
-4 45
4 44
-1 43
-8 43
-21 43
-20 40
-19 36
-17 34
-38 34
-38 23
-56 21

stretched the bounds of incredulity.
Holding could easily have walked just
for the offence that brought a second
yellow card: ramming his arm into Son’s
face. Kane sought to make sure Holding
went, by having a word with the referee,
Paul Tierney, but the official had seen
the challenge and made his own mind
up. Spurs fans showed a range of hand
signals towards Holding as he made his
doleful way to the tunnel.
Holding is now suspended for
Arsenal’s trip to Newcastle United on
Monday, although Arteta hopes Gabriel will have recovered in time, having
limped away here. Ben White was not
fully fit after his hamstring injury,
although he made the bench, while
Kieran Tierney is already out. Arsenal
cannot risk a continued fit of the
vapours now, not with Champions
League qualification on offer. Their
defence is a huge concern — Cédric
Soares was so out of his depth he almost
needed a marker buoy.
Spurs now scent an opportunity.
Their splendid new home seethed with
their fans’ demands and decibels and
outright enmity. “F*** off back to

Woolwich, North London is ours,” the
South Stand chanted. The nerves of
Spurs supporters were stretched before
the game, but their concerns were
allayed when they saw what mood Antonio Conte’s players were in. PierreEmile Hojbjerg anchored and attacked.
Rodrigo Bentancur glided forward. Dejan Kulusevski darted down the right.
Emerson Royal looked reliable. Eric Dier was commanding at the back. When
called upon, Hugo Lloris made good
saves to deny Eddie Nketiah and Martin Odegaard, Arsenal’s few ripostes.
This was the joyous, winning football
that Spurs fans craved. This was
another reminder of why Conte is central to Tottenham’s future and why
Daniel Levy needs to work with him
judiciously in the summer transfer
market. The first half will linger long in
the memory of Spurs fans. They jeered
every Arsenal touch, claimed every
decision and demanded greater adventure when Emerson passed back rather
than forward. They sensed that Arsenal
could be vulnerable without Thomas
Partey, White and Tierney. They urged
their players to go for the jugular. After
spells at Wembley and Covid’s cruel
intervention, Spurs fans had waited five
years for a North London derby full
house at home, and the wait made the
noise grow louder.
The sound rose even higher when
Son cut in from the left and eluded
Holding, and spiked again in anger
when Holding wrestled Son over.
Cédric rushed up like an irate schoolboy and was ushered away by the headmasterly Kane. Cédric’s evening soon
worsened. When Kulusevski crossed
from the right to the far post, Son was
bumped by Cédric and the referee
pointed quickly to the spot. Kane calmly converted his sixth penalty against
Arsenal. As Cédric and Granit Xhaka
continued arguing with Tierney, Emerson picked up a fans’ smoke bomb and
held it aloft as its white smoke billowed
triumphantly upwards.
Arsenal’s half from hell continued.
After 26 minutes, Holding went into
the referee’s book for pushing and pulling Son again and failed to learn his lesson, earning that second booking seven
minutes later. Shorn of a centre back,
Arsenal’s nightmare on the Lane intensified four minutes later. Son lifted in a
corner, Bentancur angled a header
downwards to the far post where Kane
snuck in ahead of Nketiah to score with
a diving header. When Arteta calms
down and reflects on events he will
want to know why Kane was unmarked.
There was a brief riposte from Arsenal, and Lloris pushed over an Nketiah strike, but Spurs simply opened the
visitors up within two minutes of the restart. Davinson Sánchez pinged the ball
into the feet of Kane, who turned Gabriel, and the ball spun loose. Son was
quickest, driving it emphatically home.
Arsenal’s makeshift back four was
now Cédric, Takehiro Tomiyasu,
Gabriel and Xhaka, and uncertainty
reigned. It soon became Cédric, Tomiyasu, Xhaka and Nuno Tavares, a
reminder of another department where
Arteta needs to strengthen this
summer. Arteta began making changes
with the huge-looking trip to Newcastle in mind. Emile Smith Rowe came on
for Gabriel Martinelli, then Alexandre
Lacazette for Nketiah and Tavares for
Gabriel, who hobbled away.
Conte was also ringing the changes,
although Son did not appear that
delighted to be taken off despite the
standing ovation he received. Son has
21 Premier League goals, second only to
Mohamed Salah’s 22 in the race for the
Golden Boot. Kulusevski also departed
as Lucas Moura and Steven Bergwijn
sprinted on, pinning Arsenal even

Arsenal’s
25 minutes
of madness

22 min Harry Kane scores penalty
after Cédric Soares’s clumsy
challenge on Son Heung-min

Arteta moans
but forgets
why we were
here – Conte

further back. Conte then sent on Joe
Rodon for Ben Davies, who has enjoyed
a renaissance under Conte’s coaching.
Arsenal, to their credit, did not fold.
Tavares bustled down the left and put in
a cross met powerfully by Odegaard but
hit straight at Lloris. As Arsenal fans
made a hasty, chastened exit, there was
still time for Xhaka to pick up a booking
for dissent before the referee put
Arsenal out of their misery. Arsenal
have to respond after this, and protect
their one-point lead in games against
Newcastle and then at home to Everton
on the final day. Spurs have Burnley
here on Sunday before Norwich away.
And they have some momentum.
Tottenham Hotspur (3-4-2-1): H Lloris 7 —
D Sánchez 7, E Dier 7, B Davies 7 (J Rodon 81min)
— E Royal 7, R Bentancur 7, P Hojbjerg 7,
R Sessegnon 7 — D Kulusevski 7 (L Moura 72),
S Heung-min 8 (S Bergwijn 72)— H Kane 7.
Booked Davies.
Arsenal (4-2-3-1) A Ramsdale 6 — C Soares 5, R
Holding 4, Gabriel 5 (N Tavares 76), T Tomiyasu 6
— M Elneny 6, G Xhaka 5 — B Saka 6, M Odegaard
6, G Martinelli 6 (E Smith Rowe 63, 6) — E Nketiah
6 (A Lacazette 73). Booked Smith Rowe,
Odegaard, Xhaka, Holding. Sent off Holding.
Referee P Tierney.

Tom Roddy

Son’s disgust at
being replaced
Son Heung-min moved within one
goal (21) of Mohamed Salah in the
race for the Premier League’s
Golden Boot, only to be taken off
by Antonio Conte with 18 minutes
remaining. He looked distraught.

Antonio Conte last night reignited a
North London feud with Mikel Arteta
by accusing the Arsenal manager of
“complaining” too much after Tottenham Hotspur closed the gap to one
point in the race for Champions League
qualification.
Arteta claimed that Paul Tierney, the
referee, “destroyed a beautiful game”
by sending off Rob Holding 33 minutes
into the 3-0 defeat and the Spaniard
then claimed that he would be “suspended for six months” if he expressed
his true thoughts.
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Review into welfare of
discarded youth players
Matt Lawton
Chief Sports Correspondent

13

Arsenal players sent off
in the Premier League
under Mikel Arteta (since
December 2019) — five
more than any side
during that period

33 min Rob Holding given second yellow for barge on Son

The Premier League and the Professional Footballers’ Association (PFA)
have said they are committed to a review of football’s academy system amid
concerns about the welfare of players
who are released by clubs.
In The Times yesterday Tony Pulis,
the former Premier League manager,
called for an overhaul of football’s Elite
Player Performance Plan (EPPP) —
which was created ten years ago — by
forming an independent education
programme that supports the many
youngsters who do not enjoy careers as
professional footballers.
In conducting his research, Pulis
found that only 0.5 per cent of players
who enter the system at nine make a
living out of the game. This was taken
from a report published by the former
FA head of talent identification,
Richard Allen. Pulis also cited the fact
that 98 per cent of players who become
full-time scholars at 16 will be released
or have left football by the age of 21.
Pulis has taken his research to the
Premier League and the PFA and yesterday a spokesman for the players’
union said: “As highlighted in the [government’s] fan-led review, player welfare at all levels of the game — from
academy to post-career support — is a
significant issue where there needs to
be an industry-wide approach and consistent and significant funding support.
“The industry has a continued duty
of care to all of those who are, or have

Ten Hag eyes £68m De Jong

37 min Kane doubles Spurs’ lead

continued from back

47 min Son settles game with Spurs’ third

Remaining fixtures
Arsenal
Monday Newcastle United (a)
May 22 Everton (h)
Tottenham Hotspur
Sunday Burnley (h)
May 22 Norwich City (a).

But the Tottenham
head coach disputed
Arteta’s claims and
reminded him that
this game had been
rearranged from January after Arsenal
applied for a postponement owing to Covid
cases that proved to be
false positives.
“I listen to him complain a lot,” Conte said.
“He has to be focused
more on his team and not
to complain. He has just
started this work and he

has to be calm and to try to
continue because he is very
good, but to listen to a
coach complain a lot of the
time is not good.
“If we want to complain we
have the possibility every
time to speak about the
referee, about the decision
about the postponed
game. This is my
advice. If he wants
to
accept
my
advice, good, but
otherwise I don’t
care.
“If you remember
he
complained
about the fixtures and [yet]
Arsenal
postponed a game in an incredible way — for
Covid when they had
Arteta appeared to
be furious with the
referee afterwards

been, part of the system. We work
closely with partners such as the
Premier League and have regular
discussions around how the industry
provides the best support to players,
including those in academies.”
It is a subject that is due to be
discussed at the annual summer Premier League shareholders’ meeting. A
spokesman for the Premier League said:
“We have seen considerable success
with EPPP since 2012, but we committed
to assessing the programme after ten
years and that is ongoing, with real focus
on player education and aftercare for
leavers. There is emphasis on ensuring
we develop good people, not just good
footballers. Education is a top priority.”
Only Crystal Palace have an aftercare system that supports academy
players for three years after they have
been released. This is different to the
proposal being made by Pulis but does
acknowledge the need for more support.
The director of football at the
Premier League, Neil Saunders, said:
“Each club is now creating their
academy alumni and they’re trying to
track those players more effectively to
offer support or to keep in touch.”
Pulis, however, is calling for a programme, funded by the Premier
League, that continues to support released players through their education.
A study in 2015 by Dr David Blakelock
of Teesside University found that 55 per
cent of players were suffering “clinical
levels of psychological distress” 21 days
after being released from an academy.
In some cases that resulted in suicide.

one player with Covid. I don’t forget
this.
“If he wants to complain we can have
a lot of possibility to complain. I can
complain about why I have to play
Sunday at 12 o’clock [against Burnley]
and Arsenal play Monday night
[against Newcastle United] with one
more day of rest.”
Arteta believes Arsenal remain in
pole position to finish in the Premier
League’s top four, given they have a
one-point lead over Tottenham and
two games remaining of the season.
But Arteta was furious with Tierney
after he sent off Holding for two
bookable offences on Son Heung-min
when Tottenham had a one-goal advantage from a Harry Kane penalty.
Kane headed in a second and Son
scored 65 seconds into the second-half.
“If I say what I think I am suspended
for six months,” Arteta said. “I don’t
know how to lie so I prefer not to say
what I think.
“I want the referee to come in front of
the camera and explain his decisions.
It’s a shame because such a beautiful
game was destroyed today.”

number of players and has a budget of
£120 million to spend this summer, plus
money raised from sales.
Among the potential targets are
Frenkie de Jong, of Barcelona, who is
also of interest to Manchester City and
Paris Saint-Germain. United have long
admired the 25-year-old but there is
still a long way to go before a deal
is concluded.
De Jong played under Ten Hag for
two years at Ajax, before signing for
Barcelona for £65 million. The midfielder is a regular starter in Spain, but his
club need to raise cash because of their
perilous financial position and are
willing to sell him for about £68 million.
It remains to be seen if United are
willing to spend that much on De Jong,

who has four years left on his contract,
when their defence and front line also
need strengthening.
Ten Hag spoke in detail for the first
time yesterday about becoming United
manager. “It felt like a difficult but fantastic challenge,” Ten Hag told Voetbal
International. “At United, there’s something to build and something to win.
“Manchester United is such a big
name in the history of football . . . it’s not
for nothing they call Old Trafford the
‘Theatre of Dreams’. It’s a club with
allure in international football.
“The history is impressive, but I also
researched the present and future. If
you get a good feeling about the people
there, then all the factors are in play to
take this step. I know United went
through a very precise procedure. They
didn’t rush things. And neither did I.”

Haaland has release clause
continued from back
Champions League. City are yet to win
Europe’s top club competition but the
Catalan has still enjoyed remarkable
success at the club since arriving six
years ago, winning eight major
trophies, including three Premier
League titles. Instead, his decision will
be based on whether he thinks he is still
a good fit for City.
“It has been many years and I have to
see how the team and ourselves, how
we are together,” Guardiola said.
“I would stay ten more years, but you
have to take time [to think about] that,
absolutely. There’s no time in this
season or during the next season.”
Guardiola’s chances of winning the
Champions League were improved by
the signing of Erling Haaland, who will

join in a £51 million transfer from
Borussia Dortmund this summer.
The Times understands that a release
clause kicks in part way through his
five-year contract that will allow the 21year-old forward to leave if City receive
a certain fee. No party involved in the
deal will acknowledge the existence of
such a clause, but it is thought to be
higher than the €150 million (about
£127.5 million) quoted in some German
publications yesterday.
Phil Foden, the City midfielder, is
looking forward to linking up with Haaland next season. “He is a great addition
to the team,” Foden, 21, said. “He is one
of the best finishers in football so he will
be great for us next season.
“He has got a lot of physicality and
looks to run in behind so he will be good
for our game.”
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Time for boy wonder
Forget inexperience, Jones
must pick genius Arundell
Stuart Barnes column, page 59
SEBASTIAN FREJ/MB MEDIA/GETTY IMAGES

Guardiola will
let deal expire

Kane leads Spurs’ derby rout
Harry Kane celebrates scoring first of two goals as Tottenham beat ten-man
Arsenal 3-0 to move within a point of north London rivals in race for fourth
Reports and analysis, pages 64-65

Paul Hirst, Pol Ballús

Pep Guardiola will run down the final
year of his Manchester City contract
before deciding whether he wants to
extend his stay at the club.
Guardiola’s contract expires at the
end of next season and it had been
thought that the Catalan would talk to
the club about a possible extension at
some point over the next few months.
But the 51-year-old surprisingly admitted to Sky Sports that he will not
discuss a new contract until the end of
the next campaign, which leaves the
club in a position where they will have
to consider alternatives in case Guardiola decides to leave.
“If I extend the contract, it will be at
the end of next season,” Guardiola said.
“Before [then], it’s not going to happen.”
Guardiola denied that his fate is tied
to the team’s success or otherwise in the
Continued on page 65

United return
for McClaren

‘Buckle up and enjoy the ride’
to do that for England’s red-ball cricket.
We were fortunate to have a seriously
strong list of candidates, with Brendon
demonstrating he was our No 1 choice.
“I believe in Brendon and Ben Stokes
— a formidable coach and captain partnership. Time for us all to buckle up and
get ready for the ride.”
McCullum retired from international cricket in 2016 but carried on
playing in T20 tournaments until 2019
before moving into coaching franchises
in India and the Caribbean.

He is in charge of Kolkata Knight
Riders in the IPL but has handed in his
notice and will join up with England at
the end of the month, with his side’s
season expected to finish on Wednesday as they are unlikely to qualify for
the play-offs.
McCullum, who has agreed a fouryear deal worth £2 million, the same as
Silverwood, said: “I’d like to say how
pleased I am to be given this opportunity to positively contribute to England’s

Steve McClaren attended a Manchester United strategy meeting in Amsterdam yesterday, which suggests that the
former England manager is likely to
join Erik ten Hag’s backroom staff.
Ten Hag, McClaren and Mitchell
van der Gaag, the Ajax assistant who
is also joining United, met with the
football director, John Murtough, in the
Netherlands.
United had initially resisted Ten
Hag’s attempts to bring McClaren, Sir
Alex Ferguson’s former No 2, back to the
club. Ten Hag was McClaren’s assistant
for one season during the Englishman’s
first spell in charge of Twente.
The four discussed several topics,
including potential transfers. Ten Hag,
who won his third Eredivisie title with
Ajax on Wednesday, wants to bring in a

Continued on page 60

Continued on page 65
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Yesterday’s solution 28,288

1 Ferret to graze on food
underground (4,4)
5 Gastropods which exhausted deer
(6)
10 Fabulous land sharing supply
almost everyone rejected (7-2)
11 Hot stuff from graduates, with
good intervention (5)
12 Report of singular advance (4)
13 Stretched leaders of one Nazi
group cracking up (9)
15 Discharge former prince deposing
country’s leader (10)
17 Her majesty’s personal units? (4)
19 Bird initially leaving boat in flood
(4)
20 Prove unfaithful, as golfers
typically do (4,6)
22 Government’s current input to
local pit conversion (9)
24 Record contribution to score (4)
26 Warped tail of sick raven (5)
27 Railway employees endorse line in
final agreement (9)
28 Lawman from New York seizing
books artist brought back (6)
29 Awfully strained buyer does it to
upgrade (6,2)

1 Headstrong, like horse at end of
run (4)
2 Where bee maybe lands later,
conserving energy, and distracted
(2,7,6)
3 Convincingly firm without using
force (8)
4 Bad boy out of bounds climbing
tree (5)
6 Tribute paid in silver blocks (6)
7 Legal restrictions on motor ignition
when machines are running?
(8-2,5)
8 Stage drama at last before players
collectively resign (5,5)
9 Classification charge possible? I’m
dismayed (8)
14 Articulate visionary author raised
work awareness (4-6)
16 Transmission expert left to reflect
during trial (8)
18 Wino died after trip in dark,
delirious (8)
21 Following check, I’m not sure it’ll
keep running (6)
23 Drink gallons, returning actual
bottles (5)
25 Cathedral clergy dispensing with
clothing shortly (4)

Key appoints McCullum and says head coach will form formidable partnership with Stokes
Elizabeth Ammon

Rob Key has warned everyone to
“buckle up and get ready for the ride”
after England confirmed the appointment of Brendon McCullum as head
coach of the Test team.
The former New Zealand captain will
be in place before the three-match
series against his former side begins on
June 2 at Lord’s. McCullum, 40, was
chosen from a field that included Gary
Kirsten, who also missed out on the role

in 2019 when it went to Chris Silverwood; Silverwood was in charge of the
red and white-ball sides but was sacked
after the 4-0 Ashes defeat in Australia.
“We are delighted to confirm Brendon as England head coach,” Key, the
managing director of England men’s
cricket, said. “It has been a real privilege
to get to know him and understand his
views and vision for the game.
“He has a recent history of changing
cricket culture and environments for
the better and I believe he is the person
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Check today’s answers by ringing 0905 757
0141 by midnight. Calls cost £1 per minute
plus your telephone company’s network
access charge. SP: Spoke 0333 202 3390.

Newspapers
support recycling
The recycled paper content of
UK newspapers in 2020 was 67%
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Premium postcodes
ONE IN SIX NEIGHBOURHOODS NOW HAVE
AN AVERAGE HOUSE PRICE OF £500,000 pages 8-9

Friday May 13 2022 | the times

2 Bricks & Mortar
2

Bricks
& Mortar

Friday May 13 2022
the times

£4.4 million

Lily Cole’s grand St Pancras pad is for sale —
model railway included. By Zoe Dare Hall

L

ily Cole is the very (super)
go. I tried to see if there was a way to
model of a modern
fight it legally, but there wasn’t, so I
major millennial. The
found an interior design company, Angel
Cambridge-educated Cole
Interiors, who had worked on the V&A,
is an actress, author, film
to paint a perfect replica over the firedirector, eco-activist and
proofed surface,” she says. “It took five
entrepreneur. She
men seven weeks and you would never
appeared in the latest
know it wasn’t the original.”
An added quirk that the next owner
series of the BBC drama The Split and
wore a dress made from sustainable
may spot is a playing card lodged on the
Amazonian wild rubber at this month’s
ceiling, too high up for anyone to reach.
Met Gala. It is fair to say her home was
“I held a party there with a magician,
never going to be ordinary.
and he did a trick that somehow
Now on sale for £4.4 million, the eyelaunched the card on the ceiling and
catching two-bedroom apartment in the
it’s still there,” Cole says, laughing.
clock tower of St Pancras Chambers,
Cole has turned the picture rail that
north London, was her UK base for
runs around the entire large living space
a decade, ever since she
into a working model
toured the grade I listed
railway. “I found a carpenter
Sign up to our
King’s Cross landmark in
to build it and the track sits
property
newsletter
discreetly in the picture rail.”
2007. She was filming St
for the latest analysis,
The 1,609 sq ft home has
Trinian’s at Ealing Studios,
gossip, tips and tricks a lift, a 24-hour porter and
which had recently been
every
Monday
at
overhauled by Manhattan
allocated parking.
thetimes.co.uk/
Loft Corporation, which was
Cole’s decision to sell is
newsletters
turning the historic Midland
connected to her
Grand hotel into 67 luxury
environmentalism. “We’re
apartments and a five-star hotel.
in such a crisis that it’s all hands on deck.
“I fell in love with the painted ceiling,”
Most of my money is tied up in that
Cole says of the symmetrical red and
property, and I can take that resource
gold fresco that adorns the lofty ceiling
and literally put it in the earth.”
of her living room. It had been designed
Cole isn’t certain how she will use the
by the gothic revival architect George
money but, inspired by Isabella Tree’s
Gilbert Scott when he built the original
hugely influential book Wilding, she is
hotel in 1873 and it is the building’s only
looking at how to “regenerate and rewild
remaining painted ceiling. Cole describes land”, she says. “It’s definitely a journey
it as “like a mandala — it’s amazing lying I’m on, to be more connected to the land.”
beneath it and staring up”. To her horror,
The model, 34, treasures “super fun”
the plan was to paint over it. “They
memories of living there in her twenties,
needed to fire-proof every surface, so
but says: “I’m definitely not a big city
they were going to sacrifice the ceiling.
person any more. I still go to London
I couldn’t believe it.”
for friends and work, but I don’t see
Cole was studying history of art at the
myself living there again any time soon.”
time “and I thought I can’t let this ceiling £4.4 million, sothebysrealty.com

NW1 The postcode in numbers
In this part of London 29%
of properties for sale are under
offer, falling to 12% of those
costing £2 million or more

£1.262m is the average house price

This grade II listed double-fronted
Georgian stone house stands in the
Rutland village of Barrowden, a 15minute drive from Stamford. The inside
is full of character, with original
fireplaces and beams. Thanks to its
many windows, including large sash
windows to the front, the house is
flooded with natural light too. There is
a large, recently added oak-framed
garden room that opens out on to a large
walled garden. Upstairs there are four
bedrooms — two in the attic — an en
suite and a family bathroom.
Air pollution 9.2mcg/m³ particulate
pollution annual average, 4.2mcg/m³
above the WHO guideline of 5mcg/m³.
Upside It’s a half-hour drive from
Peterborough, where there are direct
trains to London’s King’s Cross.
Downside Public transport is patchy.
Contact fineandcountry.com

£750,000

Cumbria

A five-bedroom property in the Wasdale
Valley in the Lake District National
Park, close to the Wainwright fells of
Buckbarrow and Wastwater. The house
has an L-shaped living/dining room,
which opens out into the kitchen, with
a utility room and a downstairs study/
bedroom. There is a triple-aspect
sunroom off the living room, with
unspoilt views of Buckbarrow. There is
an adjoining barn turned studio annexe,
which is let as a holiday cottage.
Included in the sale is three acres of
grazing land as well as a garden.
Air pollution 4.9mcg/m³, 0.1mcg/m³
below the WHO guideline of 5mcg/m³.
Upside All fittings and contents
throughout the property and annexe are
available to buy by separate negotiation.
Downside The nearest town is Seascale,
which is best reached by car.
Contact pfk.co.uk

T
KE

29°

SE
LL

RKET
MA
S’
ER

The hotter the
market, the quicker
and easier it should
be to sell a home
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TAKING THE TEMPERATURE
BUYERS' MARKET

What £750,000 buys you in . . .
Rutland

16%

Increase
in buyer
demand
in the
past yea

Compiled by Georgia Lambert
@GLJourno

£725,000
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Brief encounter
Ask the expert
We want to rent to a couple
who are unable to give proper
references. The letting agent
suggests they pay six months’ rent in
advance. Is this legal?
The only fees and
charges landlords
can lawfully charge
tenants are the 11
categories of “permitted
payments” listed in Schedule 1
to the Tenant Fees Act 2019.
These include rent, deposits of
up to five weeks’ rent (or up to
six weeks if the rent is more
than £50,000 per annum),
utilities bills, council tax and a
few other prescribed charges.
The Housing Act 2004 also
requires tenancy deposits to be
registered with an authorised
tenancy deposit scheme.
Tenants with poor credit
scores often offer to pay
something up front. The main
risk for landlords is that large
advance payments could be
treated as rent deposits rather
than genuine rent in advance.
This was considered by the
Court of Appeal in the 2013
case of Johnson v Old, which
concerned a rental property
in Haywards Heath, West
Sussex. The assured
shorthold tenancy
agreement provided for
a rent of £1,000 a month,
that “the first six months’
rent are to be paid in
advance” and that the
tenant must also pay a
separate £1,450 rent deposit.
When the landlord brought
possession proceedings the
tenant argued that the
additional five months’ rent of
£5,000 was a payment to secure
an obligation, which meant it
was a tenancy deposit. The

Court of Appeal disagreed,
because payments to meet
obligations to pay rent in
advance were not statutory rent
deposits under the Housing Act
2004. But simply rebadging a
deposit as an advance rent
payment won’t work. Other
cases involving less clearly
worded agreements have meant
large advance payments were
treated as tenancy deposits.
It follows that you can legally
require the tenant to pay six
months’ rent in advance,
provided the tenancy
agreement is properly worded.
Mark Loveday is a barrister
with Tanfield Chambers.
Email your question to brief.
encounter@thetimes.co.uk

View the UK’s most luxurious residential properties
mansionglobal.com/london

Shropshire

It only takes a glance at this ornate
timber-framed home to recognise its
Tudor heritage. The front façade has
17th-century wood framing with close
studding, jettying and lozenges, while
the interior strikes the right balance
between period features and modern
conveniences. The Tudor House is a tenminute walk from the market square in
the medieval market town of Ludlow.
There are lots of period features,
including wood beams, panelling and
grand fireplaces. There are four floors in
total; it has six bedrooms arranged over
the two topmost floors. To the back of
the house is a secluded walled garden.
Air pollution 7.4mcg/m³, 2.4mcg/m³
above the WHO guideline of 5mcg/m³.
Upside There are plenty of state and
private schools to choose from.
Downside It is on a main road.
Contact markwiggin.co.uk

£745,000

Provence-AlpesCôte d’Azur

Snap up a picture-perfect Provençal bolt
hole in the countryside surrounding
Vaison-la-Romaine, a historic hilltop
town in the Vaucluse, best known for its
Roman ruins, theatres and galleries. This
19th-century four-bedroom farmhouse
sits within nearly five and a half acres of
grounds, which include a large infinity
pool, a pool house and a garage. More
than 1,900 sq ft of living space includes a
kitchen with double doors leading out on
to a terrace, as well as a dining and living
room connected by an archway. Any
guests can stay in the self-contained pool
house, which has a bedroom, a kitchen/
reception room and bathroom.
Upside A quintessential French
farmhouse.
Downside The interior needs a refresh.
Contact knightfrank.com

€860,000
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Moving stories
Your tales from up and down the property ladder

‘We gambled our
dream home on a
chain of nine people’

‘I

was born in Ireland but I’ve
lived in Southfields, southwest
London, since 1986, and in the
same house since 1991 [Mary
Dalgleish writes]. It was a
three-bedroom, end-ofterrace, Victorian-style cottage
that cost £108,500.
When I met my husband Patrick, now
66, he moved in with me. We liked it
there very much but then during
lockdown we both felt an urge to move.
We were going out for walks, but we
were running out of places to go and
found ourselves going to Wimbledon
Common every single day. We were
determined to move out of London.
I’d been a complementary therapist
and teacher, and I couldn’t see my
clients, which meant I’d stopped
working without planning to. Patrick
had already retired from his job as an
aeronautical engineer. There was
nothing to stop us moving.
Even though I was brought up in the

countryside, I’d found it really boring.
Patrick and I wanted to find a town
with lots going on. First of all, we looked
at Cheltenham, but we couldn’t find
anything we really liked there — and we
found that when we did like something it
was almost the same price as a London
house. We also started to feel that it was
a bit too busy for us.
One day, we drove home through
Cirencester, also in Gloucestershire, and
just thought it was charming with lots of
little independent shops and cafés. We
found what we wanted on our first day
of house-hunting — a three-storey
townhouse, quite modern, on a little
quadrangle right in the centre of town.
We walked in and thought, “This is the
house”, and it was the first house we’d
seen which we both felt like that about.
That was in July 2020. We had already
put our house in Southfields on the
market and we had just accepted an offer
of £865,000, so we were ready. We saw
the house over a weekend and offered

Mary Dalgleish, 67, and
her husband, Patrick
Doyle, 66, relocated to
Cirencester, top right

Have your say
Would you like to share
your moving story?
Email carol.lewis@
thetimes.co.uk

the owner £525,000 on the Monday and
she accepted it.
At that point, we thought we might
be able to move by the end of the
summer, but things moved very slowly
with our sale. We discovered that the
person we were buying from was in a
big, long chain of about nine people,
and she didn’t know when she’d be
ready to move out. We really didn’t want
to lose our buyers, so we decided to go
ahead with the sale, even though we
hadn’t even exchanged on the house in
Cirencester at that point. In retrospect, it
was probably a bit silly. It was definitely

scary and stressful, but we tried to be
philosophical about it.
We hired someone to pack our things
and had them put into storage and we
went to Kilkenny, Ireland, where we
have a holiday home, in November 2020.
We had no idea how long we were going
to be there for, but in the end it turned
out to be about six weeks. It could have
been a lot worse.
We completed on our house in
Cirencester in January 2021. We could
only have done this because we were
both retired by then and we had a place
to stay while we were waiting. We didn’t
have to worry about young children or
anything like that.
Now that we are in Cirencester, I
absolutely love it. I have to pinch myself
and think how lucky we were to find it
— it was definitely worth waiting for.
Interview by Ruth Bloomfield

GET BRITAIN
MOVING
Speed up. Streamline.
Save money
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Well
addressed
Could the pledge to allow residents to vote
on street name changes cause a very 2022
type of nimbyism? By Deirdre Mask

The art of buy to let
with a heart
Meet the landlords who want to help society
prosper while making an inflation-proof profit

B

uy to let is dead. Long live
buy to let. That’s the
mantra of Stuart Law, the
founder of Assetz Capital.
For 20 years Law earned
a living selling new-build flats to
buy-to-let (BTL) investors in
northern cities. But falling yields,
house price inflation, tax changes
and increased competition from
the build-to-rent sector made it
less profitable. In 2019 Law got
out of the BTL game as we
know it and sold that arm of
his business.
Now he has his eye on a sector
of the property market that is
proving surprisingly lucrative:
supported housing. It turns out
helping society helps his bottom
line, in the form of buying or
developing properties that are
rented to those with learning
difficulties, autism, disabilities, the
homeless, people fleeing abuse and
former prisoners. Law saw a gap in
the market — a 50,000 shortage of
supported housing in the UK —
and has found a new sweet spot
buying properties and leasing
them to charities and housing
associations.
“This is doing good, the yield is
higher than a traditional buy-to-let
and there is less work involved,
so it’s better for the lay investor,”
Law says.
In 2020 Law launched Assetz
Exchange, a crowdfunding platform
for lay investors who can invest as
little as £1, crowdfund the purchase
of a supported living property and
receive net yields of about 5 to 6
per cent, which is better than the
3.5 per cent real yields that, in
recent years, BTL investors were
seeing on flats in Manchester and
Liverpool. So far it has 2,000
investors, who together own
fractional shares of 40 properties.
Investing in supported living
offers myriad advantages, says

Peter Read, the chief executive of
Assetz Exchange. In regular BTL
flats you can’t always rely on
tenants to pay their rent and there
are void periods; in supported
living homes local authorities pay
the bill through housing benefit
and tenants are long-term. The
rents are usually index-linked to
inflation. “It’s often a home for life
or as long as someone needs it,”
Read says. “The leases are linked
to CPI, so rise with inflation. For
people who need help, they are
exempt from housing benefit caps.

If more people invested
in this sector there
would be fewer luxury
flats sitting empty
The investor knows they are going
to get a monthly income.”
There are no fees for managing
agents and maintenance because
the charities or housing
associations cover that. And even
if there are void periods, the
charities will continue to pay the
rent. Charities are stress-tested
every year to ensure their finances
are sound; if the housing provider
ceases to operate they say a new
charity would step in.
“There are fantastic human
stories,” Read says. “There was
an elderly gentleman with two
daughters in their thirties with
Down’s syndrome. He was worried
that he wouldn’t be able to look
after them. He wanted them to
live together and near him, and
that’s not always possible. And
so we partnered with Golden
Lane Housing to help these
two ladies. We were able to
provide a new home.”

Other examples include a
three-bedroom bungalow in south
Devon for two women with autism
and their carer; and Natasha
Coates, 26, a disability gymnast
from Nottingham who is now able
to live independently but near
enough her parents for support.
It’s a burgeoning sector with a
good future, Read reckons. “Lots
more people need supported
living,” he says. “There has been
a government policy shift to get
people out of hospital and
residential care into supported
living. People don’t want their
children living in hospitals.”
It’s also a hands-off way of
investing in property. Bella
Blissett, 38, a freelance writer,
owned a buy-to-let property in
west London for five years. “I sold
it in 2020. I had a bad experience
with my tenants, the costs and red
tape of the buy-to-let mortgage
were just a nightmare. I didn’t have
the energy, inclination and time to
go through another buy-to-let for
an uncertain return.”
Blissett, who lives in a rental flat,
still wanted to invest in property,
but without the hassle, so she put
£20,000 in an Isa with Assetz
Exchange and is pleased her
5.5 per cent yield is doing some
good. “If more people invested
in this sector there would fewer
homeless people and fewer luxury
flats sitting empty.”
There are risks: this is a peer-topeer loan (matching lenders with
borrowers), not a direct property
investment. Assetz is not protected
by the Financial Services
Compensation Scheme and
investor capital is at risk. It says:
“The Financial Conduct Authority
advises that new or inexperienced
investors invest no more than
10 per cent of their investable
assets into this type of investing.”
Hugh Graham

L

istening to the Queen’s
councils poshing up the streetscape or
Speech this week, I
owners who want to upgrade to “Lane”
immediately thought of
or “Avenue” to boost their house price,
Five Links, a 1970s housing but those uncovering names that have
estate in Essex once
connections to the slave trade. In 2020
nicknamed “Alcatraz”.
Sadiq Khan, the mayor of London,
Why, you reasonably ask.
established a Commission for Diversity
One of the many
in the Public Realm, whose mission
legislative announcements by the
included a review of street names across
government was “giving residents more
London, which, Khan said, “largely
of a say over changing street names”.
reflect a bygone era”. Similarly, nine
After redeveloping Five Links,
councils from Haringey to Newcastle
Basildon council decided in 2016 to
have pledged to change street names
make it sound as good as it looked,
linked to slavery or racism, and many
replacing the estate’s distinctive
others, such as Brighton & Hove and
street names such as Mellow Purgess
Lancaster, are considering doing
and Brendon with a floral theme:
the same.
Wisteria Court, Begonia Drive,
It’s not immediately obvious
Orchid Place. When John
why consulting the residents
James, the chairman of the
would decrease the number
Five Links Residents’
of street name changes.
Association, challenged
In theory, if the
the renaming
democratically
The government’s
decision, arguing
elected council
real target is councils
that residents
wants to change
from 422 of the
a street name,
uncovering names
533 homes
most residents
with connections
preferred the old
will too. But the
government knows
names, the court rejected
to the slave quite
well that people
his claim, and he suffered
trade
will not let go of their street
a stroke after he was left with
name easily.
a £24,000 costs order.
Take Black Boy Lane in
The court’s decision was correct
Tottenham, for example. As I’ve
as a matter of law: under the
written before, when I moved to
patchwork of laws governing street
London I ruled out buying a
names, many councils can change street
house on the street; as a black
names without consulting residents —
woman I couldn’t imagine
a practice that can result in significant
writing “Black Boy Lane” as my
practical costs for residents and
return address. This is true
businesses, which then have to change
even though it’s unclear
their address with banks, shops, utilities
whether the name refers to a
and on official documents.
The new levelling-up legislation would derogatory term for a black
man or, say, a nickname for
require councils to put name changes to
dark-skinned Charles II. But if
a resident vote. The provision was
I were house hunting now, I
inspired by the Policy Exchange, a
wouldn’t need to agonise: this
Conservative think tank whose founders
include Michael Gove, now the secretary year, Haringey council decided
of state for levelling up, housing and
communities. The Policy Exchange’s
report Protecting Local Heritage has
gone so far as to suggest that two thirds
of “ratepayers” on a street should agree
on a name change to “bring democracy”
to the process.
“Up and down the country, street
names often form a key part of an area’s
history, cherished by the local
community for the memories they hold
and the places they represent,” Stuart
Andrew, the housing minister, said.
“These proposals
will strengthen
local democracy
by ensuring that
councils in
England get
agreement from
local residents in
advance of
any street name
changes.” The
government’s real
target is not
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Save&splurge
Step stools
W Wooden foldable
step stool, £35;
dunelm.com

V Two-step
folding ladder in
black, £40;
johnlewis.com

i

Deirdre Mask at
her own
address in
north London,
Wilberforce
Road, named
after the
abolitionist
William
Wilberforce

to change the name of the
road to La Rose Lane, after
John La Rose, a black activist.
But under the government’s
new legislation Black Boy Lane
would probably have remained
Black Boy Lane. When
Haringey council consulted
residents about the change,
71 per cent of respondents
from the street voted against
changing the name. In stark
contrast, respondents on
nearby streets favoured La Rose Lane —
in St Ann’s Ward, where the street sits,
only 34 per cent said they objected to
the naming proposal. Those from
other parts of Haringey also supported
the change, with only 27 per cent
against renaming.
Why would the views of residents
of the street in question diverge so
broadly from their neighbours’? Well,
changing your street name is stressful —
you have inform the bank, the GP,

U Altura step
stool by Patricia
Perez, £210;
casefurniture.com

Need to know

Amazon. For some, the council’s offer of
£300 per household to offset costs did
not go far enough (several called it a
bribe). Residents opposing the renaming
wrote that they didn’t want to write
“countless letters” and claimed “the
paperwork, administrative costs and
hassle to residents will be enormous”.
The unequal administrative burden
doesn’t necessarily make street renaming
wrong, but it’s triggered a very 2022
kind of nimbyism.
But I suspect the residents’ concerns
are about more than the hassle. As I
wrote in The Address Book, researchers
have shown how place and memory
coexist in the same part of our brains.
It doesn’t seem obvious that name
changing should distort our feelings
about a street, but it does. “I feel that
by changing the names, Five Links will
no longer exist,” one resident said in
2016. “It’s the council’s way of completely
shutting us away.” And, as one Black Boy
Lane resident wrote to the council
resignedly, “Whatever we say won’t
make a difference.”
Critics of the levelling-up legislation
have pointed out how far street
renaming seems from the goal of
levelling up. One Twitter commentator
wrote that we should soon expect
“Repossession Rd”, “Universal Credit
Close” and “Food Bank Fields” —
echoing Punch magazine, which in
1849 called for streets named after the
“various nuisances or diseases which
infest or pollute them” (such as “Open

6 If your home has a name but no
number, you will need the local
authority’s permission to make
changes. You can usually apply by
email or post.
6 If your home has a number but no
name, you can simply display your
chosen name on your property, but it
is worth a phone call to your local
authority to make sure. The name you
choose must differ from others in the
area to avoid confusion.
6 Once you have council approval you
will need to notify HM Land Registry
on an AP1 form and tell anyone who
sends you post.
6 The highways department will
inform Royal Mail of an approved
name change, but you can also notify
it by updating your address form at
royalmail.com.
6 Naming a property costs between
£50 and £150 depending on the area.
6 On rare occasions it can become
necessary to rename or renumber a
street. This is usually done only as
a last resort when there is confusion
over a street’s name and/or
numbering, a group of residents is
unhappy with the street name, or it
puzzles visitors, postal services or the
emergency services.

Sewer Street” and “Scrofula Lane”).
I tend to agree. But failing to take the
legislation seriously overlooks a key
point. We keep talking about street
names, not to distract us from our
problems, but because the streetscape
says so much about them.
The Address Book: What Street Addresses
Reveal about Identity, Race, Wealth and
Power by Deirdre Mask is published by
Profile Books; £9.99

X Lucano two-step ladder,
£149; conranshop.co.uk

U Step Up step
stool by
Monograph, £68;
folkinteriors.co.uk
Compiled by
Kiera Buckley-Jones
@KieraStylist
U Butler stool by
Hay, £295;
skandium.com

For more step
stools, go to
thetimes.co.uk
W Up Step stool by
Ferm Living, £108.40;
connox.co.uk
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Property premiums
One in six neighbourhoods now have an average
house price of £500,000, reveals Carol Lewis
C O V E R S T O RY

S

ea Quest, a modest
Shrinkflation: what you get for £500,000
bungalow in the pretty
fishing village of Hope Cove
Average sq ft* Average sq ft*
Change
in south Devon, went on the
2016
2021
market on Tuesday. By
London
887
869
-2%
Wednesday there had been
25 inquiries from buyers
South East
1,325
1,219
-8%
and five offers over the
East
1,412
1,304
-8%
£650,000 guide price for the
South West
1,661
1,446
-13%
three-bedroom property. It is likely to
sell for £700,000 or more next week,
West Midlands
1,842
1,598
-13%
less than five years after the owners
North West
1,947
1,695
-13%
bought it for £435,000.
It is a story repeated across the
Yorkshire and the Humber
1,994
1,748
-12%
country as people continue to
East
Midlands
2,058
1,807
-12%
move from cities and towns to
country and coastal spots in
Wales
2,093
1,841
-12%
1 in 4
search of more space and a
North
East
2,214
2,017
-9%
better work-life balance.
homes in the
*Houses
sold
for
between
£450k
and
£550k
Data: Savills
The pandemic
South East sell for
created a new wave of
average salary of
family home in South Hams tend to look
property millionaires,
£500,000
£38,000, it is well within
further afield, to villages such as
with one in 42 homes
or more
reach for those who have
Stokenham, where they can find a
worth £1 million. It now
benefited from rising values in
two-bedroom bungalow for about
emerges that it also created
London and other big cities since
£500,000 with a good school within
an even bigger surge of
the global financial crash.
walking distance — although not a
half-millionaires, with about one
In the popular second-home hotspot
village shop. While the electoral ward of
in six homes in Britain selling for
of Salcombe, in South Hams, Devon, the
Salcombe and Thurlestone has had an
£500,000 or more.
average house price is now £902,171, and
average house price of more than
The trend is being led by young
in nearby Hope Cove — where it is
£500,000 since before the pandemic,
families moving from cities to villages
£638,875 — Sea Quest has
in Stokenham the average house price
and market towns with good schools.
no doubt caught the eye of holiday-let
has only just broken the £500,000
Although £500,000 is out of the reach of
landlords and second homers priced out
barrier. Today the average property price
many first-time buyers, requiring a
of Salcombe.
in the village is £527,500, having risen by
£120,000 deposit plus a mortgage of
Those looking for a more affordable
21 per cent since 2019, according to the
£380,000 for a couple both earning the

Half-made millionaires
£500k+ sales as a proportion of UK market
Source: Savills

16%
14
12
10
8
6
4
2
0

2005

Above: the beach at
Aldeburgh on the
Suffolk coast

2010

2015

2020

property portal Rightmove.
Blair Stewart, a consultant for the
estate agency Strutt & Parker’s South
Hams office, which is selling Sea Quest,
says: “We are seeing people coming
from the home counties and London;
young families and people in their
mid-fifties with one eye on retirement
who are hybrid working. It is a complete
change from a decade ago, when it was
people in their seventies and eighties
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£

Where would you live? A one-bedder in London or a Dumfries farmhouse

£475,000
A three-bedroom thatched cottage in the
Oxfordshire village of Shutford via Hamptons

£525,000

£495,000
Enjoy smart appliances and a concierge in this
smart two-bedroom flat in Bristol, via Savills

£499,950

£475,000

53%

A south-facing Georgian townhouse in Kelso,
an hour outside Edinburgh, with Knight Frank

£495,000

A two-bedroom flat with private courtyards in this grade
II listed house in Cheltenham, through Knight Frank

coming to retire.”
London (including Leytonstone and
Research by Savills estate agency
Chingford Green). Despite 53 per cent
shows a 50 per cent increase in the
of homes in London selling for more
number of electoral wards in Britain
than £500,000 in 2021, the east
where the average property price
London borough of Barking and
is £500,000, to 15.2 per cent. In
Dagenham still does not have a
the South West 4.5 per cent
single ward with an average
of wards (46) had an
value over £500,000.
average house price of
The South East has
£500,000
also benefited from
or more in 2019;
the shift to
of homes in London
today,over 12 per
commuting to
cent (123) including
London from further
sell for £500,000
Stokenham do. Last year
out now that home
or more
15.4 per cent of homes sold
working is more acceptable;
in Britain for £500,000 or
prices now average £500,000
more, up from 10.7 per cent in
in Rowlands Castle in Hampshire,
2019 and 5.7 per cent in 2011.
Balcombe in West Sussex and
Lucian Cook, who carried out the
Ringwould in Kent. More than a
research, says: “The findings reinforce
quarter (26.5 per cent) of homes in the
recent trends: house prices have risen
South East now sell for £500,000 or more.
at the middle and top end, reducing
It is not just a London phenomenon,
affordability for others. It shows the
though: hybrid workers are moving out
movement of accumulated housing
of city centres across the UK. In the
equity being pushed out of London. The
North West the villages of the Ribble
tentacles of the £500,000 market have
Valley, in Lancashire, are popular with
expanded from London out into Sussex,
those moving from Manchester. Edward
Kent and from the South East out into
Snowden, a director at Mortimers, an
the South West. £500,000 has now
estate agency in the area, says: “It is a
become commonplace in some areas.”
beautiful rural location with exceptional
At a local level the shift from urban to
schools and good restaurants. We have
suburban can be seen. Seven wards have
people moving out of Manchester
tipped over the £500,000 mark in
because they are hybrid working and
Croydon, south London (including
they can commute in easily from
Purley Oaks, Addington and Kenley),
Clitheroe or Whalley.” Half a million
and eight in Waltham Forest, east
will buy you “a modest detached house

The Kiln Works, a development in Limehouse,
east London, through Notting Hill Genesis

£495,000

A new-build two-bedroom duplex with a large open plan
living space in Salisbury centre. On sale with Savills

£500,000
A 1930s three-bedroom cottage in Haseley
village, Warwickshire, with Mr and Mrs Clarke

From £430,000

Built in the 19th century, this farm, seven miles southwest
of Dumfries, is now a four-bedroom home, via Galbraith

The Old Chapel in Hexham has stained glass
and a vaulted ceiling, via Finest Properties

highest price rises of the pandemic. In
or larger semi with a reasonable garden”
the past year prices have risen by 14.2 per
in the Ribble Valley, Snowden adds.
cent in the country, pushed up by high
In the North East £500,000 stretches
demand. The number of wards with
a little bit further, getting you a
an average price of £500,000 in
four-bedroom detached house or
Monmouthshire has risen from one to
bungalow with garden in need of
six over the course of the pandemic, with
renovation in the Darras Hall area of
other locations such as Lisvane and
Ponteland, a 20-minute drive from the
Peterston-super-Ely, both near Cardiff,
centre of Newcastle upon Tyne.
and Abersoch, a fishing port turned
“Historically, entry level in Darras Hall
chichi sailing resort in the north, added
was £400,000 but now it is more like
to the list.
£550,000. The prices are being forced up
Shirenewton, in Monmouthshire, is
by high demand, with families moving
one of the new £500,000-plus wards.
out of Newcastle centre looking for
Richard Kerpner, head of sales at
houses with gardens near good schools.
Fine & Country estate agency’s office
Demand outstrips supply, with
in nearby Chepstow, says: “It is
multiple viewings and offers for
a great village with a good
anything around this price
community, good school
point.” Ponteland North,
and is within commuting
Ponteland East and
distance of Bristol.
Ponteland South with
We see a high
Heddon are the first
percentage of
wards in the North
of homes sold for
people coming to
East to register an
the area from Bristol
average property
£500,000 or more
and other cities,
price of £500,000.
in
Britain
including London.”
Although sales of
Across the country, though,
£500,000-plus homes in the
last year
you get less for your money than
North East have grown from
you did pre-pandemic, with most
0.8 per cent in 2011 to 2.5 per cent
buyers getting 12-13 per cent less
today, there are no wards with an
square footage now than they did five
average price of £500,000 or more in
years ago. In Wales buyers get 1,841 sq ft
Scotland, although a few are close —
compared with 2,093 sq ft in 2016. The
including North Berwick, where the
pandemic race for space has resulted in
average house price is £481,910. Wales,
less space for your money.
though, has consistently experienced the

15%

Find out how
many homes have
sold in your area
for £500,000 at
thetimes.co.uk
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Flat pack to the future
Not so long ago self-assembly furniture was
ruining marriages. Now it’s saving the planet,
says Katrina Burroughs

i

Posh flat packs
Bench
The East London furniture makers
Benjamin Bill and Charlie Haslam have
developed several self-assembly
designs, easy to dismantle and
reassemble. Star of the Bench range is
their oak batten shelving system, from
£625. benchstudio.co.uk
Beuzeval Furniture
Mandie Beuzeval, a furniture designer
and maker, offers a range of benches,
stools and tables in ash, oak, walnut,
cherry and London plane hardwoods.
Her latest creation is a fold-out table,
inspired by garden furniture, for £485.
Essentially it’s a flat-pack desk that
fulfils the thoroughly modern function
of a hybrid workstation/dressing table.
beuzevalfurniture.com
Grain
Tom Allen, co-founder of Grain, aims to
“create pieces that do good for your
home and the planet”, and sees
beautifully designed “on demand”
flat-pack furniture as the best way to
fulfil that mission. The Brenin dining
table, from £628, comes with the tools
you need for assembly as well as
paper instructions and a video tutorial.
Individual components can be
repaired and replaced to extend the
life of the table. grain.co.uk

This stackable
Otis chair in
oak is one of
John Green’s
simple selfassembly
designs; £350

Jan Hendzel Studio
Best known for the Cable Shop Stool,
£295, an award-winning seat that
comes as a make-at-home kit supplied
with tools, glue and an online
masterclass. janhendzel.com

W

hat do you
think when
you hear the
words “flat
pack”? Are
you gripped
by Allen key
anxiety? Do
you picture flimsy stopgap furniture?
Think again. A new generation of selfassembly devotees are elevating flatpack furniture to aspirational design
motivated by a desire to cut the waste
created by traditional shipping methods.
“The only drawback to flat pack is the
way consumers perceive flat pack,” the
designer John Green says. “Over the
years Ikea have been partly responsible
for this, producing a few inferior pieces
with inferior materials that have given it
a bad reputation. I worked in a designled furniture store and couldn’t believe
the size of some of the crates that
furniture would arrive from some of the
world’s leading brands.”
So when he started his own studio,
Green resolved to reduce the volume
and therefore the carbon footprint of his
shipping, with simple self-assembly
designs such as the Tab lampshade,
which sells for £85. “[The retailer I
worked for] used to sell a lot of drum
lightshades. These came in huge boxes
that were essentially full of air. My
product Tab was a direct response to
these. I wanted to design a drum
lightshade that was flat-packed. Where
they got 20 lightshades to a pallet, we
can get 200.”
The flat pack was around long before
our favourite Swedish superstore, which

started selling RTA (ready to assemble)
design in the mid-20th century. Thonet’s
bentwood coffee house chair, No 14,
launched a century earlier, was shipped
out to retailers in six pieces and
assembled before sale, revolutionising
the furniture trade. Before that, from the
early 18th century, there was the
portable, robust furniture created for
wars and expeditions, called campaign
furniture. Designs amounted to a
capsule collection to create a home
away from home: a washstand, dining
chairs, small tables and storage. After all,
an officer of the British Army could not
be expected to expand the empire
without a mahogany chest of drawers
featuring brass countersunk handles that
dismantled into two parts for travel.
In much the same way, modern
homeowners prefer furniture that is
easy to pack up and transport.
Lightweight, collapsible or fold-up
designs are more easily conveyed
between rentals, and the better the
quality the longer their lifespan.
Benjamin Bill of Bench Studio says: “We
designed our shelving system with
mobility in mind, hence the steel wire
structure, which makes it light and easy
to pack up. It can be put up and down as
many times as our clients need, and it’s
modular so owners can add to it and
take away from it as they move
throughout their lives.”
There are numerous other benefits to
the flat pack, he explains. Less volume
means reduced shipping and storage
costs, as well as less cost to the
environment, and flat packs are less
likely to be damaged in transit. Are there

Plyable’s ROKable,
above, slots together
with a single fixing; £140

The only
drawback to
flat pack is the
way consumers
perceive
flat pack

any disadvantages to self-assembly?
“The drawbacks typically associated with
flat-pack furniture are loss of temper
and, in the most severe cases, divorce, so
we have worked to make building ours as
relaxing and fulfilling a process as
possible,” Bill says.
RTA rage is uncommon and becoming
rarer as creatives work to make assembly
ever easier. One Northumberland-based
designer claims customers will actively
enjoy assembling his furniture. “We love
the whole idea of involving the
consumer in the actual build, of
assembly being part of the fun of the
design,” says Tom Ownsworth of
Plyable. “We try to keep it as simple as
possible. We have a one-page A4
instruction sheet but you almost don’t
need the manual. Think of it as a fun
puzzle rather than a chore.”

Grain’s Brenin dining table, from
£628, is recyclable and biodegradable

John Green Designs
From his workshop in York, John
Green devises and makes innovative
self-assembly furniture with a midcentury vibe. Prices start at £65 for his
oak coat rail, called 45 because the
steel hooks emerge from 45-degree
slots in the timber.
johngreendesigns.co.uk
Nomad London
Audrey is the name of the flat-pack
furniture collection by Henning
Stummel Architects, made from birch
ply cutouts and assembled with “no
screws, no glue and no tools”. From
£210 for an armchair. nomad.london
Plyable
Based in Blyth, Northumberland,
Plyable creates furniture that is “useful
and fun”. Tom Ownsworth’s latest
creation is the ROKable, a child’s
rocker in the shape of a nonspecific
animal (it could be a horse, a whale or
a snail) for £140 that slots together
with a single fixing. plyable.co.uk

The Nomad London Audrey range, from £210 for an armchair

GETTY IMAGES

Friday May 13 2022
the times

traces of the food, sweat and urine that
moths adore. Store fresh clothes with
Moth Stop hangers or drawer sachets,
but remember to replace the pesticide
after three months.
Don’t stop cleaning
Vacuum carpets next to wardrobes and
chests of drawers. Hell, hoover
everywhere. It can’t hurt.
Stay vigilant
Think the battle is won? The enemy is
merely regrouping. A moth detector/trap
among your clothes is the distant
early warning system you need. Like
old-fashioned flypaper, it releases
pheromones to attract adult male moths
and then traps them on a sticky pad.

The great wardrobe
massacre
Has a moth assault ruined your clothes? Seven
bin bags later, victim Katrina Burroughs offers tips
to deter the dastardly, devastating insects

I

love the smell of naphthalene in
you will spot the white webbing left
the morning. Last weekend my
behind from their cocoons, and clumps
war on moths began. The common
of tiny white grains, which are frass, or
clothes moths — Tineola
larva poo. My wool socks were a matted
bisselliella — in my wardrobe
mass of frass.
laugh at lavender bags and sneer
I removed every stitch of clothing
at cedar cubes, so I deployed
from wardrobes, shelves and drawers,
proper pesticides, sachets and
vacuumed and sprayed the empty
sprays with labels warning about eye
storage with Moth Stop. Clothes that
irritations and hazards to aquatic life.
were shredded, or so swathed in white
That ought to show them. Shouting “die”
bobbles that I would never feel the same
each time I spritzed one of the delicate
about them again, had to go. Seven bin
golden creatures did little to aid
bags later, I was left with some garments
extermination but kept up morale nicely.
that looked fine and others that might be
Sadly, the campaign comes too late for
acceptable after a 60-degree wash. Take
my posh tops.
out your teeny tiny violins, because I no
While clothes moths are active all
longer have a single cashmere jumper.
year round, they are at their most lively
There was one category that escaped
from May to September, or when
unscathed. Moths don’t care for running
temperatures are between 15C and 35C.
kit. So that is what I will be mostly
Right on cue this month, Lakeland’s
wearing this season. Battle continues:
Moth Stop spray, which promises to “kill
this weekend, the airing cupboard.
moths, eggs and larvae on carpets and
Death and other deterrents
fabrics”, has fluttered to bestseller
Freeze them
status, with sales 31 per cent
higher this week than last.
Bag and freeze affected items
Jumpers
were
Topping up supplies, for a
to kill moths, larvae and
the worst hit.
fresh assault, I wondered
eggs at minus 20C for at
if I should start
least two weeks. Then
When I tried them on
stockpiling. We are
store in plastic bags to
tiny pin-prick holes
talking a national
prevent reinfestation.
cashmere massacre.
joined up and
Heat them
Why didn’t I act sooner? Call
became
it another side effect of Covid. The
Heat kills the larvae. Wash infested
past couple of years have not been
clothes at at least 60C for 20-30
rents minutes.
demanding outfits-wise. Stretchy
Of course, heat also harms your
walking trousers and dungarees have
delicates, so swings and roundabouts.
served me well, paired with fleeces and
Keep on killing
fingerless gloves. There has been little
reason to trouble the “public facing”
It’s actually the larvae that do the
areas of my wardrobe, so my work
damage, but dead moths don’t procreate.
clothes remained undisturbed, in dark
Apply Moth Stop Fabric Moth Killer and
cupboards and drawers. Undisturbed by
Freshener Spray, which works on adults,
me, that is. The moths had a party.
eggs and larvae.
Jumpers were worst hit. Fine knits
Disturb them
appeared, well, fine, on first sight, but
Institute a regular rummage. At least
when I tried them on tiny pin-prick
once a month, let light into clothes
holes joined up and became rents.
storage. Larvae hate sunlight and will fall
Cotton, linen and silk had been
from clothing when exposed. Shake out
converted into lace. Holes were far
garments and check the undersides of
from the most unpalatable aspect of the
collars, cuffs, lapels and pockets.
infestation. Put aside the cereal and set
down your toast, because I have to tell
End-of-season laundry
you about frass. The adult moths that
Launder winter clothes before you put
flutter from the closet don’t eat your
them away for the warmer months.
clothes. They lay eggs that hatch into
Moths are less inclined to target clean
larvae that feed on the keratin protein in
clothes. Even if your woollies look and
wool, cotton, linen, silk, fur and feathers.
smell clean, they may harbour tiny
You probably won’t see the larvae, but
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Stop moth sex
Insectrac pheromone tablets are coated
with female moth pheromones, and the
males attempt to mate with them. Then,
covered in female pheromone, the males
can no longer detect females, and will
themselves attract males, that in turn
become covered in the lady chemical,
leading to “effective mating disruption”.
Bring on the parasitic wasps
Sounding like a swarm from a B movie,
Trichogramma parasitic wasps are a
valuable ally in the war on moths.
Supplied in the form of up to 2,400 eggs
on a card, which you place in the
infested area, they hatch and seek out
clothes moth eggs. They lay their own
eggs inside them, and voilà. Moth death.
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Wish you lived here?

Turin, Italy
This elegant city is a foodie heaven —
and it’s about to outshine its showy
sister, Milan, thanks to Eurovision

C

all Turin is, alongside Milan, the
alled “the city with the
birthplace of the aperitivo, and Martini
most beautiful natural
vermouth was created in the city in
location in the world”
1863. The bar was popular and, in 2019,
by the Swiss architect
the pair decided to open a British
and urban planner Le
restaurant, Smith’s British. “The only
Corbusier, Turin is the
British restaurant in the whole of Italy,
fourth largest city in
to my knowledge,” Smith says. “People
Italy and the capital of
the Piedmont region, which, as the name were constantly telling me, ‘We love
London, but the food is terrible.’ After
suggests, sits at the foot of mountains —
hearing that a thousand times, I took
the Alps.
on the challenge and thought, ‘OK, I’ll
Liguria on the coast is about an
show you.’ ”
hour’s drive away and Milan is just an
The people who are most surprised,
hour by train, but this week all eyes will
though, are the Brits themselves. “British
be on Turin as it hosts the Eurovision
people can’t believe that there is a British
Song Contest, after the victory of the
restaurant here,” he says. Smith also gets
Italian rock band Maneskin in
anglophile Italians who are in love with
Rotterdam last year.
our culture. The restaurant
Officially founded 2,000 years
serves British stalwarts such
ago, the city became the first
as eggs benedict and fish
capital of the Kingdom of
and chips and high tea
Italy in 1861. But it was
served in fine china.
at the end of the 19th
After two decades
century that Turin
½ mile
Smith calls Turin
rose to become the
home. “I enjoy the
powerhouse of the
Quadrilatero
TURIN
lifestyle,” he says.
country’s
Romano
“You can live a
industrialisation
Cit Turin
comfortable life
and an important
City centre
here. Piedmont is the
crossroads of
Gran
head of the slow food
European industry
Madre
Crocetta
movement. And the
and trade.
Borgo
city is lovely; it’s not
The automobile sector,
Crimea
rammed with tourists like
in particular, thrived and
Tuscany or the Amalfi Coast.”
Turin is still known as “the car
It’s also significantly cheaper than
capital of Italy”, with giants such as
Milan or Florence. According to the
Fiat (the acronym stands for Fabbrica
property portal Immobiliare.it, prices per
Italiana Automobili di Torino;
square metre in and around Turin are
Automobiles Factory of Turin in
€1,879, which means you can snap up a
English), Lancia, Alfa Romeo and
two-bedroom, two-bathroom property
Pininfarina based there.
for about €185,000 (or about £158,000).
Adam Smith, a former aerospace
In comparison, prices in Milan are more
engineer, moved from Lancashire to
than €5,000 per sq m on average.
Turin to work for BAE Systems in
Diletta Giorgolo, head of residential
the early 2000s. “There are quite a
for Sotheby’s International Realty in
lot of British expats here, mostly
Italy, says that after the 2006 Winter
engineers who travel around,” he says.
Olympics the city changed for the better.
“There were 60 of us all from Britain
“Not only the urban redevelopment,
with our families.”
which has improved the architectural
In 2008 Smith, 47, and his Italian
quality of many central areas,” she
partner opened a cocktail bar. After

explains, “but also the number of
cultural events.”
Giorgolo says the residential areas
that are most popular, other than the
city centre, are Quadrilatero Romano,
Crimea, Gran Madre, Crocetta and Cit
Turin (little Turin, in Piedmontese
dialect). Here, she says, you can get villas
“with a private park”, potentially
furnished “with fine parquet floors,
fireplaces, and between four to six
bedrooms with en suite bathrooms”.
She says flats here are larger than in
other cities too — “between 180 and
250 sq m, with at least three bedrooms,
often with a terrace and a garage”. A
large two-bedroom flat on Via Santa
Chiara, near the impressive Egyptian
Museum, is for sale through Sotheby’s
for €640,000.
Smith owns a house with a garden
about 30 minutes outside Turin and
commutes to the centre every day. “As
much as I love the city I need some fresh

Top: San Lorenzo
church. Left:
apartments in a newly
restored palazzo on
Lago Di Viverone, an
hour’s drive from Turin,
are on sale from
€200,000 with The
Viewing. Right: a fivebedroom villa in Turin
is POA with Sotheby’s
International Realty

air,” he says, adding that the hills around
the city are perfect for mountain biking.
“The countryside around Turin is so
picturesque,” says Gemma Bruce,
managing director of Casa & Country
estate agency. “You have the mountains,
the hills, the lakes, like Lago di Viverone,
which is absolutely stunning, on a par
with Lago Maggiore and more
picturesque than Trasimeno in Umbria.”
A series of apartments in a palazzo near
Lago di Viverone are for sale via The
Viewing from €200,000.
Piedmont is also great for skiing, with
resorts of the calibre of Via Lattea,
Sestriere and Montgenèvre near by. And
the Aosta Valley — which includes
Cervinia, Courmayeur, Gressoney and
Champoluc — is a 90-minute drive.
Is there any downside to living
there? “I miss the UK’s musical
scene,” Smith says. “Italian music hurts
my ears.”
Emanuele Midolo

Location lowdown Nottingham
Where? Nottingham, the city
not the sheriff. The East
Midlands belter hasn’t been
this cool since Kevin Costner
took up his bow and arrow
and Bryan Adams croaked
out (Everything I Do) I Do It
for You.
What’s new? The castle has
had a £31 million revamp, as
has much of the centre,
bringing new cafés, bars and
independent shops to cater to
the young-at-heart vibe or
simply just young: the city is
home to 60,000 students.
The former lace-making
capital of the UK has fashion

and style woven into its DNA.
The music venue Rock City is
still rolling, and the Beestonborn designer Paul Smith
started out in his home city.
The buses run on ecofriendly biogas and the
Nottingham Express Transit
(NET) electric tram system is
powered by renewable energy.
These are among the first steps
to make Nottingham a carbonneutral city by 2028, more
than two decades ahead of the
government’s target of 2050.
Sounds a bit hypey to me . . .
The very opposite, says
Graham Hepburn, 37, head of

coffee at 200 Degrees, a chain
of independent coffee shops
launched a decade ago. “I was
born and raised here and have
never felt the desire to leave,”
he says. “It’s such a busy city,
because it’s so concentrated in
a small space, compared to

Leeds or Birmingham. Within
15 minutes’ walk from
anywhere in the city centre
you can be at the castle,
bars, restaurants, music
venues. Everything is so close
and convenient.”
There are a number of large
employers, two universities,
plus the Queen’s Medical
Centre (renowned
internationally as a medical
school) and the City Hospital.
Ian Marriott, the head of
Savills Nottingham, says this
economic base helps to attract
a flux of buyers and investors
to new-build apartments in
city-centre locations.*

Making connections Derby,
Grantham, Leicester and
Mansfield are all less than an
hour’s drive. London is two
hours and 45 minutes by car,
so better to take the East
Midlands Railway direct train
to St Pancras (one hour and 35
minutes fastest journey time).
East Midlands airport is less
than half an hour’s drive.
What about schools?
Fernwood School in Wollaton
and George Spencer Academy
in Stapleford are both rated
“outstanding”. The co-ed
Nottingham High School was
the East Midlands

Independent School of the
Decade in the 2021 Sunday
Times Parent Power guide.
Are there any bargains left,
property-wise?
Some, but selling fast. Dale
Brewster, branch manager at
Pygott & Crone estate agency,
has calculated the average
price of apartments at
£150,569, detacheds £354,181,
semis £217,676, and terraced
houses are at £167,722, but
traditional and new-build
mansions in suburbs such as
Beeston and Edwalton can
top £2 million.
Jayne Dowle
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‘I’m happier than I’ve ever been’
Robbie Williams: how art and my
friend Ed have changed my life
Robbie Williams and Ed Godrich
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All killer thrillers: the 20 scariest
As The Terror terrifies viewers
and spooky Stranger Things
returns, these are the dramas that
frighten Times writers to death
Whistle and I’ll Come to You
1968
This adaptation of an MR James story
defies the occasionally shonky special
effects to send a shiver up the spine
by dint of sheer mounting terror. The
main character is Professor Parkins
(Michael Hordern, superb), a
self-satisfied academic punished for
dabbling in matters a less arrogant
person would have left well alone. It’s
never clear if the ghostly appearances
are real or the product of the
professor’s hallucinations, but either
way they generate the heebie-jeebies.
DVD

Dead of Night: The Exorcism
1972
Two affluent couples descend on a
picturesque cottage for Christmas. The
lights go out. The clocks stop. They sit
down to dinner. The wine has become
blood. The turkey tastes of faeces. The
spirit of a woman who died 200 years
ago possesses one of the wives: “Not
even ignorance can excuse this
feasting and dancing on the same
planet, the same village, where people
are starving.” The police discover the
four starved to death around their
laden table.
DVD

The Signalman 1976
The ultimate Christmas Eve ghost
story — all dated film stock and
low-budget effects, yet with a fear
in Denholm Elliott’s eyes that was
horribly real and horribly contagious.
It told you something dreadful and
uncanny was coming. Elliott played
the solitary Victorian signalman of the
title, marooned in his remote, rural
railway-signal box and who clearly
wasn’t being paid enough for the job.
A spectre is haunting his stretch of
railway line, one whose presence
augurs a tragedy . . .
DVD

a vampire turned up —
a hideous bald entity
that made Nosferatu
look dishy.
Amazon/Apple

Threads 1984
The BBC drama set in
Sheffield that fictionalised
the effects of a nuclear
holocaust was the scariest
programme of the 1980s.
The unremittingly bleak
documentary-style
sequence of a four-minute
warning, an earthshattering explosion and a
rising mushroom cloud
engulfing the city was
terrifying, followed by a
gruelling depiction of a
nuclear winter. Sequences
such as the mother
cradling her dead baby are
never forgotten. It won
four Baftas and drove
many disturbed viewers
to join CND.
DVD/Blu-ray

Maelstrom 1985
This BBC TV series, created by
Michael J Bird, made a generation of
youngsters fear china dolls and rural
Scandinavia for the rest of their lives.
Catherine Durrell (Tusse Silberg) loses
her job but then finds she has been
awarded an inheritance. The only
problem is, she doesn’t know who
it’s from or why she’s the chosen
beneficiary. The burning dolls episode
in which Durrell begs a vision of her
mother for help was particularly
disturbing.
DVD

The Woman in Black 1989

Scientist Adam Brake (Gareth
Thomas) and his son Matthew
(Peter Demin) arrive in the village
of Milbury. Brake is meant to be
examining electromagnetic power in
the neolithic stones but instead finds a
community who greet each other with
the phrase “Happy day!” and are in
thrall to the weirdo squire’s psychic
powers. The haunting, discordant
music and the complicated plot would
make this an unthinkable pitch for a
kids’ TV drama today.
DVD

The ITV drama that ruined Christmas,
at least for those of a nervous
disposition. Herbert Wise’s adaptation
of Susan Hill’s novella screened on
Christmas Eve 1989, terrifying viewers
with its tale of a young solicitor,
Arthur (Adrian Rawlins), who is sent
to the seaside town of Crythin Gifford
to settle a reclusive widow’s estate.
Her weird house is at the end of a
causeway, and soon Arthur is haunted
by visions of a woman in black
(Pauline Moran). There are bouncing
balls, locked doors, and a creepy
child’s voice, but the real scares come
from simply not knowing when
or from where the phantom will
next appear.
On networkonair.com

Salem’s Lot 1979

Twin Peaks 1990

Teenagers watched this early Stephen
King adaptation because Starsky and
Hutch pin-up David Soul was in it.
They got more than they bargained
for — namely, the vision of a boy’s
dead friend returned from the grave,
tapping on his bedroom window.
Nightmares ensued, not helped when

David Lynch’s surreal TV
masterpiece had its chilling
moments, and there was
nobody more frightening
than Bob, the possessing
spirit. He was prone to
popping up at the worst
moments, taunting people for their

Children of the Stones 1977

Stranger Things

The Walking Dead

Threads
drove
disturbed
viewers
to join
CND

agonies and harvesting the pain
around him. The man who played Bob,
Frank Silva (who died in 1995), was a
set dresser on the pilot episode and
was reputedly given the role after a
reflection of his face in a mirror was
accidentally captured by the camera
during filming. Lynch knew scary
when he saw it.
Amazon

scenes of stomach-churning gore and
zombies chomping on human flesh.
No, the real horror in The Walking
Dead is the human response to the
apocalypse where even lovely Egg
from This Life (Andrew Lincoln played
the original protagonist Rick Grimes)
turned into a cold-blooded killer.
Disney+

Doctor Who: Blink 2007

There are now ten series of the horror
anthology from Ryan Murphy and
while recent efforts have been
inconsistent, the first three were very
good indeed. Murphy and co-creator
Brad Falchuk play with the tropes
of traditional horror, but, as with
everything Murphy is involved with,
there are elements of high camp and
lashings of sex. At its core is a streak
of pure evil and it can be terrifying.
Disney+

“Blink and you’re dead. Don’t turn
your back. Don’t look away. And don’t
blink.” The scriptwriter Steven Moffat
secured a place in the Doctor Who
hall of fame in 2007 when he put
these words in the mouth of David
Tennant’s Time Lord in perhaps the
scariest episode of the show. The
premise was that the Weeping Angels,
graveyard statues, were demonically
horrific in reality and preyed on you
if they were unseen. So blinking is
not advised. A nightmarish game of
grandmother’s footsteps followed
involving Carey Mulligan’s Sally
Sparrow.
BBC
B iPlayer/BritBox

The Walking Dead 2010-

Squid Game

Veterans who have watched all
seasons of the post-apocalyptic
drama (the 11th and final
season concludes this year)
will
w know that after a while
you become immune to the

American Horror Story 2011-

The Enfield Haunting 2015
It was a well-known news story in the
late 1970s — the daughter of a family
in a London council house being
terrorised by a poltergeist — and now
it’s even more well known after being
dramatised in The Conjuring films and
this Sky three-parter. Even though
most will reasonably assume bumps in
the night and wardrobes flying across
rooms to be baloney, this drama may
well have had you gripping the arm
of your sofa. The undead villain
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The hot list
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there was a scream, glitches and dark
goings-on in the studio. Pemberton
and Reece Shearsmith have never
been more mischievous — it added up
to a deeply unsettling evening.
iPlayer

Lovecraft Country 2020

Salem’s Lot

Misha Green’s fantastically daring
sci-fi drama is never better than when
our heroes from 1950s Chicago are
battling the twin evils of racists and
Lovecraftian monsters from a separate
dimension. The jump in episode six to
the Korean War, featuring a gorgeous
fox spirit that devours men after it
seduces them, had all boxes ticked —
fascinating history, a war-torn
romance and a blood-spurting
tentacular sex murder.
Now

Squid Game 2021The South Korean tour de force,
which combined horror, psychological
thriller and societal analysis was
inspired by creator Hwang Donghyuk’s experience of family debt. It
sets up a Hunger Games-esque world
where desperately bankrupt citizens
opt to take part in a set of traditional
childhood games where the prize is
eye-watering wealth, but everyone
except the winner must be eliminated.
You’ll never play Simon Says again.
Netflix

The Terror 2021-

The Terror
Selected by Andrew
Billen, Joe Clay, Jade
Cuttle, Ben Dowell,
Neil Fisher, James
Jackson, Alice Jones,
Alex O’Connell and
Blanca Schofield

Children
of the Stones

(or is it a hoax?) is vile and violent.
Amazon/Apple

Stranger Things 2016The supernatural TV drama from
the Duffer brothers, which launches
its fourth season this month, is so
terrifying because the creators have
done such a good job of making us
care about the group of children at its
heart. The scariest bits include Will
and Barbara getting caught by the
Demogorgon, the scene at the sink
when Will realises the Upside
Down lives inside him, and the
dismembering of Bob, once the
kindest man alive, by monsters.
Netflix

Inside No 9: Dead Line 2018
Heavily trailed as a live Halloween
special of the darkly comic
anthology show, Dead Line began
ordinarily enough with Steve
Pemberton playing a pensioner
who finds a mobile phone in a
graveyard. Then the sound
dropped out, came back,
cut out again until an
announcer apologised for
a technical hitch and a
repeat of an old episode
began. At which point, a fifth
of the million people watching
switched off. They missed the
real frights as BBC2 appeared to
be possessed by malevolent spirits:

The anthology series is back on BBC2,
following the first series which
depicted Captain Sir John Franklin’s
doomed Victorian voyage — nauticalhistory experts clearly never realised it
was derailed by a monstrous spirit.
Now we are in California at the time
of Pearl Harbor, where the JapaneseAmerican community are being
rounded up and sent to internment
camps. Having your country suddenly
turn on you is a very real fear, but if it
wasn’t bad enough for the Nakayama
family, they are also targeted by an
unfriendly spirit able to slip in and out
of bodies at will. It’s a slow burn, but
when the scares come they can be
highly effective.
iPlayer

Welcome to Eden 2022
Stunning scenery, yoga and group
hugs meet drone surveillance and
death threats in this Spanish thriller.
A group of shallow millennials are
lured by a climate change cult to
attend a party on an idyllic island.
Most enjoy a hook-up then head back
home, but a select five are spiked with
hallucinatory substances and forced
to sign contracts to stay. Anyone who
tries to escape is killed. Chilling.
Netflix

The Staircase 2022
Not a horror but there’s a creeping
unknowability about the accused
husband Michael Peterson (Colin
Firth) in this terrific true-crime drama.
We’re invited to ask whether he really
was capable of pushing his wife
Kathleen down the stairs to her death,
or if it was all a terrible accident. The
autopsy shots and the flashbacks of
how she might have bashed her head
will put you off your dinner.
Sky/Now

Film
Everything Everywhere
All at Once
Evelyn Wang (Michelle
Yeoh) is superb as a
middle-aged launderette
owner in California. She
deals with abrasive
customers, her
cantankerous Chinese
father, Gong Gong
(James Hong), the

coming-out of daughter
Joy (Stephanie Hsu,
left), the unhappiness of
her husband, Waymond
(Ke Huy Quan), and
her body being hijacked
by an alternative
dimension. A cinematic
world of innovation and
excellence. See review,
page 7. In cinemas

Theatre
Oklahoma!
A beautiful, compact
string band drives
a revival of the
vintage Rodgers &
Hammerstein musical
that strips away the
Broadway schmaltz and
even throws in some

Tarantinoesque gore at
the end. The visuals are
sometimes jarring, but
the singing is never less
than stirring. One for
the iconoclasts. Young
Vic, London SE1
(youngvic.org),
today, tomorrow

Pop
Stand and Deliver.
Adam Ant then
suffered from a bipolar
disorder, but he’s come
through to become a
champion of better
understanding mental
health. Roundhouse,
London NW1 (adamant.com), tonight

Adam Ant
Adam and the Ants
made an important
contribution to pop
history, first in the
shadow of punk, then
as the most exciting
pop band of the 1980s
with favourites such as
Prince Charming and

Opera
Don Giovanni
Thomas Allen’s
atmospheric Scottish
Opera production
of Mozart’s dark
comedy is set in
Venice, Casanova’s
stomping ground. It
returns with Stuart

Stratford conducting,
Roland Wood, right,
in the title role and
Kitty Whately as
scorned Donna
Elvira. Theatre
Royal, Glasgow
(www.scottishopera.org.
uk), Sunday

Visual art
Glyn Philpot:
Flesh and Spirit
This retrospective of
an artist who in his
1920s heyday was a
much sought-after
society portraitist —
until his homosexuality
caused scandal and he

was largely forgotten —
presents a fascinating
behind-the-scenes
glimpse of his period.
Pallant House
Gallery, Chichester
(pallant.org.uk),
tomorrow, Sunday. See
review, page 11

Comedy
Chris Rock: Ego Death
The tour began shortly
after Rock’s bruising
evening hosting the
Oscars, but the title was
in place long before.
Early signs from the US

were that he won’t
discuss that evening
much. Utilita Arena,
Birmingham, tonight;
First Direct Arena, Leeds,
tomorrow; O2 Apollo,
Manchester, Sunday
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Robbie Williams:
painting in my
garage silences the
voices in my head
The singer talks to Ed Potton about the mental
health benefits of his new art collaboration — and
why he’s playing his older self in a film of his life

R

obbie Williams sums
up his first foray into
art with splendid
bluntness. “People say,
‘What’s it like?’ and I
say, ‘It’s not shit.’ ”
Indeed it’s not. I know
because Ed Godrich,
Williams’s collaborator, is giving me a
sneak preview of the pieces they have
painted together for a show in London
next week. And they are definitely not
shit. Don’t take my word for it, take
the word of the American collector
who recently paid more than £40,000
for another of their artworks, double
the estimated price.
We’re at the Sotheby’s warehouse
in the far reaches of west London.
Williams isn’t here — he’s shooting a
commercial in the Netherlands and
we are speaking separately — but the
affable, Shropshire-based Godrich is
talking me through the series of
14 paintings that will feature in the
show. They are intricately spectacular:
each 8ft x 4ft and depicting densely
packed characters in white
brushstrokes on black polystyrene.
There are interlocking, cartoon-style
depictions of birds, pandas and fish
jostling with figures evoking the
popular-culture characters and
locations that Williams, 48, and
Godrich, 47, grew up on: Morph,
Camberwick Green, Snoopy, South
Park, Donkey Kong, Krusty the Clown
from The Simpsons. The paintings have
shades of Jean-Michel Basquiat and
Keith Haring but also a strong whiff
of the early-Nineties club culture
that was formative for Williams and
Godrich. They play electronic music
while they work and you can imagine
seeing these masses of faces across a
sweaty dancefloor. From a distance
they look like the workings of a
pocket watch.
“I love the fact you’re seeing Donkey
Kong,” Godrich says. “Monkeys seem
to appear quite a bit. Rob’s super into
monkeys.” Yes, it certainly seems that
way. Monkeys and clowns . . .
“I’m f***ing obsessed,” Williams says
the next day of his art bug. Speaking
over Zoom from his hotel room in
Amsterdam, he is wearing a black vest
that reveals copious tattoos, and his
hair is longer and spikier than when
we last talked. That was during

lockdown
kd
in 2020, when he told me
about creating huge, abstract pieces
with pencils and crayons in his garage
in Los Angeles. “It used to be cocaine
and strippers — now it’s colouring in,”
as he put it then.
Part of the attraction of art was that
it wasn’t music. Even if you’ve sold
77 million records, that can lose its
allure. “I’ve done the same thing now
for 30 years — album, promo, tour,”
the former Take That singer says. His
art renaissance, however, “has led me
to be a different person”. While the

I look at Bob
Dylan’s stuff
and think, ‘I
could do that’
pandemic has taken its toll on the
mental health of many, it seems to
have had the reverse effect for
Williams, who has battled with
depression in the past. “I would
definitely say I spend a lot of time not
having to deal with Radio Rob,” he
says. That’s his name for his incessant
internal commentary. “It’s safer for me
to be out here doing this than it is

being in there,” he adds, pointing to
his head.
The catalyst for his art, Williams
says, was watching Banksy’s
documentary, Exit Through the Gift
Shop. “I was like, ‘Oh f***! Anybody
can [do] art.’ So I went down to the
art-supply shop and bought everything
and started doing things in my garage,
which were shit, and then got a bit
better. And then I met Ed and I said,
‘I really like doing art,’ and he said, ‘I
really like doing art,’ and he flew over
to Los Angeles and here we are.” How
nice to have a mate who will drop
everything and fly 5,000 miles to mess
around in your garage.
“Ed and I would buy a shitload of
paint and put [the former Radio 1
dance DJ] Annie Mac on for three
hours,” Williams says. “Sometimes
there’d be six or seven [pieces] on
the go at once. I’d be over in the
corner doing something and Ed
would be over in his corner doing
something, then we would jump on to
the same one, and then leave again
and spend the whole day sort of
circling each other.”
“We spent months together
doing paintings and developed this
rapport,” Godrich says. “I would draw
something, and Rob would come over
and finish it off. He sees completely
different things. He’ll come in and go,
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‘That’s an eyeball,’ and I’ll go, ‘No it’s
not, it’s a mouth.’ ” Godrich points at a
figure in the corner of one painting:
“His face and his head becomes this
person’s eyes.”
In another surreal nod to their

youth, Williams and Godrich have
given each painting an Eighties-style
girl’s name: Debbie, Denise, Sandra,
Sharon etc. It’s all a bit Beautiful
South. “Childish neuroses” are a big
part of their inspiration, along with
“mental illness and mistakes”,
Williams says. Despite, or
W
perhaps because of this, “It
p
would appear that what we do
w
together
is super-commercial.” It
t
will
w be a surprise if the paintings
don’t
each fetch as much as the
d
first
fi one did: about £40,000.
“To me, art has always existed
in the realm of the old masters,
Turner,
The Laughing Cavalier
T
and
a The Hay Wain — all of these
things
that I could get nowhere
th
near,”
Williams says. “I didn’t
n
know
art could be this too.
k
Neither
of us are trained artists,
N
so
s there is a very excellent sort of
democracy
in this punk ethic of
d
doing
it ourselves.”
d
Godrich is an interior architect
by
b training, and met Williams and
his
h wife, Ayda Field, an American
actress,
when they commissioned
a
him
h to work on their house in
Holland
Park, west London. Yes,
H
the
t one that’s next door to the
house
belonging to Jimmy Page of
h
Led
L Zeppelin, who objected to their
plans
to enlarge their basement.
p

Robbie Williams and,
left, with his wife,
Ayda Field. Above
right, from top: at
work on his art in
Shropshire; one of
his and Ed Godrich’s
paintings, titled Tracy.
Left: Williams, front
right, with Take That
in the early Nineties

I’ve got
bigger
plans than
ever — I
want to do
interiors,
I want to
build a
hotel

Williams isn’t allowed to talk about
that for legal reasons, but Godrich
says: “It was tricky at times to navigate,
but we all got there in the end.”
They were delighted with the
results, even if Page (allegedly) wasn’t.
“I had nothing to do with the house
whatsoever,” Williams says. “The first
time I saw any of the plans was when
I walked through the front door and
it was finished. There’s a beautiful
eccentricity and class to what my wife
and Ed did together . . . and now we
holiday together.” Godrich does art
full-time these days. “We’re in a band
together and this band does art,”
Williams says. “This is Yazoo!”
Flak is inevitable, Williams knows.
“I don’t think that there is a celebrity
or actor who has gone into the art
world without being kicked in the
head. People like you being in your
box. I remember in the Nineties seeing
musicians doing acting and thinking,
‘What the f*** are they doing that
for?’ So I liked being in my box too.”
He pauses. “I’m not looking forward
to being kicked in the head. And I
will be.”
Not all musicians turned artists get
eviscerated, though. “Bob Dylan is in
that category where, if he did a shit
on a Chevrolet, people would go,
‘That is the best shit that’s ever been
laid on a Chevrolet,’ ” Williams says. “I

look at Dylan’s stuff and think, ‘I could
do that.’ ”
He is certainly bubbling with ideas,
holding up his iPad to show me a
series of gaudy, “David Shrigley-esque”
portraits he has done of Donald
Trump, Sean Penn and Simon &
Garfunkel. The last has the caption:
“Simon & Garfunkel broke up due
to Art’s insistence on brand
partnerships.” Garfunkel is wearing a
Lidl T-shirt.
“I’ve got bigger plans than I’ve ever
had,” Williams says. “I want to do
interiors, I want to build a hotel. That
being said, I also have 60 songs that
I’ve written for the next couple of
albums [including a dance record]. So
it’s not like I’m putting music to the
side.” There is a stadium show next
month in his hometown of Stoke-onTrent and also in the works is Better
Man, a film about his life directed by
Michael Gracey, who did The Greatest
Showman. From PT Barnum to
RP Williams is a plausible leap.
As has been rumoured, Williams
is being played in middle age by . . .
Robbie Williams. But he doesn’t want
to be away from Field and their four
children — Theodora, nine, Charlton,
seven, Coco, three, and Beau, two —
for too long, so CGI trickery will be
involved.
Jonno Davies, the 29-year-old
British actor known for playing Alex
DeLarge in A Clockwork Orange on
stage, has just been announced in the
role of the young Robbie. “I play me
for some of the film and [Davies] plays
me for some of the film and also
mouths me mouthing the script,”
Williams says.
He has just played two gigs in
Melbourne, where his movements
were recorded to help the film people
digitally recreate his seminal shows
at Knebworth in 2003. “It’s so
confusing how they are going to
actually put it together,” he says. “I
don’t know which bits will be me
and which bits won’t.” They also
recreated his duet with Tom Jones at
the 1998 Brit awards with a Jones
stand-in. Williams said that he
couldn’t remember that night because
he had consumed three grams of
cocaine and a bottle of sambuca but
now says he was joking. “But, you
know, probably at all the other Brits
I was off my face.”
These days Williams avoids pretty
much everything from coffee upwards
but he’s still an enthusiastic “sober
raver”. He talks about throwing shapes
at a club in Los Angeles: “This guy
comes over to me and goes, ‘I just
want you to know, you’re an
inspiration.’ And I thought, ‘Well, he’s
a gay guy of a certain age, of course
he’d know Robbie Williams.’ And then
he went, ‘Dancing like that at your
age!’ He didn’t know who I was, just
thought I was an old guy, sweating
and dancing really hard.”
Fun is clearly being had, even if it’s
rather manic. “We’ve just been shat
out of Covid and I go straight back
into extreme Robbie Williams land,”
he says. “But at the moment I’m really
enjoying it. I’ve got my computer, my
iPad, my phone and a TV on in the
background — four f***ing screens.
And then a canvas, so I’ve got five. I
don’t think I spend any time in the
real world. But I will say this: I am
happier and more satisfied than I’ve
ever been.”
Godrich and Williams’s Black and
White Paintings exhibition will be on
show at Sotheby’s New Bond Street
galleries from today to May 25
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Richard Morrison the arts column

Dramas written by the people who were there never tell the full story

M

any questions
are raised by
Red Lines, the
behind-thescenes political
drama to be
broadcast by
BBC Radio 4
next Wednesday — but not, perhaps,
always the questions its authors want
to raise. The play purports to chronicle
what went on inside Downing Street
in August 2013, after the Assad regime
in Syria used chemical weapons to
kill hundreds of its own people,
including children.
It depicts David Cameron as an
essentially good guy, appalled by the
TV coverage from Damascus and
determined that Assad should be
punished for crossing the “red line”
and using sarin gas, secretly backed
by Vladimir Putin.
However, Cameron is humiliatingly
defeated in the Commons. With the
Iraq “weapons of mass destruction”
debacle still fresh in MPs’ minds, they
vote against military action. The play
implies that this vote had a significant
impact on a wavering Barack Obama,
who eventually decides to take no
action — in other words, to let
Assad get away with inflicting
terrible atrocities.
More controversially, the play also
suggests that this inaction emboldened
Putin to annex Crimea six months
later and then to embark on a
full-scale invasion of Ukraine. By
showing weakness in 2013, the
authors suggest, the West is at least
partly responsible for the present war.
That’s a big claim, and it’s clearly
what the authors want us to discuss.
Instead, though, I want to discuss the
authors. One is Sir Anthony Seldon,
the biographer of several recent prime
ministers including Cameron. The
other is Sir Craig Oliver, a journalist
turned PR who was Cameron’s head
of communications (in fact he is
portrayed favourably in his play —
surprise, surprise — as a kind of
all-seeing media sage), and
subsequently knighted in Cameron’s
resignation honours list. Not exactly
an objective observer.
Does that matter? You could argue
that only an insider could supply the
authentic cut-and-thrust of arguments
inside Downing Street, and there are
many examples of people in politics

ALAMY

Craig Oliver, co-writer of the radio play Red Lines, with David Cameron in 2012
turning their experiences into thinly
disguised fiction.
Back in the 1970s, millions were
gripped by the TV drama Washington:
Behind Closed Doors, which was
basically the story of Watergate (with
the names of the perpetrators
changed) written by a man, John
Ehrlichman, who had just spent 18
months in prison for his part in it. In
the UK, too, we’ve had plenty of
Westminster insiders drawing on real

The play conveys
an inflated view
of Britain’s role
in world events

life to write thrillers, sometimes while
still active in politics. Think of Chris
Mullin’s A Very British Coup, Michael
Dobbs’s House of Cards and the
assorted literary masterpieces
of Edwina Currie, one of which
brazenly explored sexual passions in
the Tory party some years before
her affair with Sir John Major was
made public.
Red Lines, however, strikes me as
more problematic. With its use of
genuine news reports from the time,
it deliberately gives the impression of
being a factual account. It also seeks
to influence how we think about
sequences of geopolitical events that
are still, tragically, continuing. That
raises the question of whether we can
trust its authors.
I’m not sure we can. The main
problem is that Oliver and Seldon

convey a highly inflated view of
Britain’s role in world events. You get
the feeling from the play that if MPs
had voted the way Cameron wanted,
Obama would have ordered missile
strikes against Syria, Putin would have
been taught a lesson, and he might not
have invaded Ukraine.
That’s not just conjecture but
delusion. If you read a gripping factual
account of the same events by an
American insider, The World As It Is,
by Ben Rhodes, Obama’s deputy
national security adviser, you find
a very different interpretation.
First, it’s apparent that Obama was
far more influenced by domestic
concerns — what Congress and the
American press said — than by
pressures from abroad. And second,
even when he consulted foreign
leaders, Cameron was well down the
batting list. Indeed, Rhodes hardly
mentions Cameron, whereas he
details a long phone conversation
about Syria between Obama and
Angela Merkel. “There was no
foreign leader he admired more,”
Rhodes observes, cuttingly for
British readers.
None of this American perspective
is evident in Red Lines, and for good
reason. It would have revealed the
“drama” in Westminster to be a very
minor sideshow in this global crisis.
And who wants to listen to a radio
play about a minor sideshow?
That said, Red Lines is entertaining
enough, especially if you believe that
Oliver is quoting exactly what people
said. Did Cameron really exclaim,
“If anyone can get through to Putin,
it’s me”? Good grief. Did the loyal
Samantha reassure him that “you will
carry people with you, David, you
always do”? Blimey, she must have had
a shock on Brexit referendum night.
You also get Jon Culshaw, mimic
extraordinaire, wickedly
impersonating William Hague,
George Osborne, Craig Oliver and
Ed Miliband — sometimes in the
same conversation. And, forever
lurking in the background, there’s
a brilliantly symbolic choice of music,
Mussorgsky’s sinister Pictures at an
Exhibition, suggesting that Russia is
literally orchestrating the entire chain
of events.
I enjoyed all that. I just hope people
don’t think that this is a reliable
account of history.

Bring on
the girls’
choir at
St Paul’s
After a mere nine
centuries, girls are
to be allowed to
sing at St Paul’s
Cathedral, London.
A girls’ choir will
sing the top (treble)
line at some services
and join the boy
choristers for special
occasions. Not quite
yet, mind. Wren’s
great church, which
took a massive hit to
its earnings from
tourism during
the pandemic,
apparently still has

to raise money to
support the girls and
expand facilities at
its boarding school.
By 2025, however,
equality should be
evident in the
choir stalls.
That leaves just
Westminster Abbey
and a few Oxbridge
chapel choirs as
bastions of the allmale choir tradition.
I have no doubt that
they will soon be
told to “get with the
programme”. As the
old hymn doesn’t
quite say: God is
working her
purpose out.
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Will Hodgkinson

arts

hears Florence’s modern classic p9

James Marriott
takes on Kermode and Mayo p10

Carol Midgley
feasts on royal puddings p15

Wash smalls, fight evil, save the world
AGBO/LEY LINE ENTERTAINMENT/ALAMY

the big film

A launderette
owner becomes a
hero in the most
innovative sci-fi
since The Matrix,
says Kevin Maher

T

here is so much going
on here. So much
texture. I’ve watched
the film two and a half
times now and I
haven’t quite scratched
the surface. The
defining symbol is
a tumble dryer, photographed in
close-up in the opening scenes while
the garments inside whirl around,
contained only by a spinning drum.
That’s the movie in essence, barely
held by the parameters of form
(presented on a screen for 139
minutes) while functional chaos
abounds.
The woman staring into the dryer
is Evelyn Wang (Michelle Yeoh,
magnificent), a harried middle-aged
launderette owner in strip mall
California who is simultaneously
dealing with abrasive customers,
placating her cantankerous Chinese
father Gong Gong (James Hong),
facing the coming out of daughter Joy
(Stephanie Hsu) and ignoring the
unhappiness of husband Waymond
(Ke Huy Quan aka Short Round from
Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom).
Evelyn’s doppelgänger is also driving
past herself, during a blink-and-you’llmiss-it moment, in a van from an
alternative universe where she’s a
pioneering scientist, but you don’t get
that until the second viewing. She’s
also, a moment later, twiddling a pizza
sign on the side of the road (second
and a half viewing). Did I mention
that there’s so much going on here?
Within seconds Evelyn and
Waymond are in an auditing meeting
with a frosty Internal Revenue Service

classic
film
of the
week

Harry Shum with Michelle Yeoh, who plays a launderette owner with the fate of the multiverse in her hands in Everything Everywhere All at Once

Everything
Everywhere All
at Once
15, 139min

{{{{(

Dobermann
(1997)
18, 99min

{{{((

agent called Deirdre (Jamie Lee
Curtis, a hoot) when Waymond’s body
is secretly hijacked by an alternative
dimension Waymond who warns
Evelyn that the fate of the multiverse
lies in her hands, and that she must
“verse jump” (ie ping across universes)
between an infinite number of realities
to acquire the skills (mostly martial
arts, it seems) needed to defeat an evil
sorceress called Jobu Tupaki, who is
passing as the increasingly disgruntled
Joy. Cue action, kung-fu mayhem, and
the kind of propulsive high-kicking
innovation that we haven’t seen since
the heyday of the first Matrix.
That Keanu Reeves groundbreaker
is just one of the conspicuous
references in what amounts to a
foaming pop cultural stew that nods
to Kubrick, Groundhog Day, Kill Bill,
Ratatouille, Supercop, Rick and Morty,
Jet Li’s The One and the romantic
movies of Wong Kar-wai.
The incessant allusions, however,
are more than exercises in Tarantinoesque box-ticking on behalf of
co-writers and co-directors Dan Kwan
and Daniel Scheinert. They reflect the
Context is everything, and much
of the potency of this ultraviolent
French action flick is specifically
drawn from its place in film
history. It was released at a time
when traditional French cinema
was represented by period classics
such as La Reine Margot or
thoughtful meditations such as
Trois Couleurs: Rouge.
Instead, taking a flame-thrower
to convention, this is Vincent
Cassel and Monica Bellucci, then his

physical structure of a story that’s told
through other stories, often jumping
into the reference itself, just as characters leap into alternate universes.
The arc of Pixar’s Ratatouille, for
instance, becomes a zany offshoot
narrative to this film, but now called
“Racacoonie” (everything shifts in the
leap between universes) and featuring
a heroic racoon instead of a rat.
While in one of Evelyn’s surrogate
lives she has become a famous Hong
Kong action star who is almost
identical to, yes, Michelle Yeoh. This
means that we’re treated to snapshot
sequences of the actress Yeoh playing
the fictional Evelyn living as the
alternative reality Yeoh. Yet these
sequences are also culled from actual
news footage taken at real-world redcarpet premieres of the real-life Yeoh
(is your head hurting yet?).
It would all be for nothing, of course,
without an emotional bedrock on
which to situate the flimflam. Kwan
and Scheinert, thankfully, have
provided Evelyn with two deeply
credible foils in Waymond and Joy.
The implosion of Evelyn and

Waymond’s marriage is treated with
authenticity and deadpan grace.
She is irritated by Waymond
because she feels unfulfilled. In a great
dovetailing of theme and drama
Evelyn is haunted by the roads not
taken in a movie that, finally, allows
her to take them all. Meanwhile, the
incessant tension with Joy builds to a
resonant epiphany that asks Evelyn to
find soulful acceptance in the nihilistic
implications of the multiverse.
It’s not perfect; there’s a saggy midsection with too much fighting, and a
lapse into frat boy humour (two karatechopping henchmen insert trophies
into their own, well, hindquarters). But
even here there’s an odd watertight
logic to the qualitative dip.
If we’re truly going to traverse the
multiverse, we need to spend time,
however briefly, in a universe of crude
humour and substandard film-making.
And then when we’re done, and the
trophies have been removed, we can
thankfully jump back, with our peerless
heroine, to a bold cinematic world of
innovation, originality and excellence.
In cinemas

Vincent Cassel in Dobermann

partner, as nihilistic criminals
p
murdering
their way across an
m
a
alternative
amoral Paris while
being
pursued by a psychotic
b
copper,
played by Tchéky Karyo.
c
It has a raucous punk punch
that
th still stings after 25 years
and
a features a blink-and-you’llmiss-it
cameo from Vortex
m
director
Gaspar Noé. Not for
d
sensitive
dispositions.
se
Kevin
Maher
K
In
In cinemas
cin
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film reviews
Spitfire over Berlin
15, 80min

{{(((
Five stars for effort go to the
Lincolnshire-based father-and-son
team of Callum and Andrew Burn,
who have demonstrated gobsmacking
levels of ambition and perseverance in
getting this Second World War
adventure to the screen. With a
shoestring budget, a homemade
Spitfire and a handful of props, they’ve
glued together the tale of a dangerous
British mission to snap reconnaissance
photographs over West Berlin at the
height of the war.
The results, alas, in actual filmmaking terms, are punishingly poor
and amount to little more than 80
minutes of bad acting inside a
cardboard cockpit, with the kind of
clunky special effects you might have
seen on a mid-Noughties PlayStation
game or a glitchy phone app. The
script is almost redundant, the editing
catatonic (the shots just drag and
drag), while the film-makers’ idea of
creating context and drama is to
intercut this surprisingly dull mission
with black-and-white flashbacks to an
even duller mission. Effort can only
get you so far.
In cinemas

Mark Wahlberg,
centre, and
Mel Gibson,
below, in
Father Stu

This Stu has turned to syrup
Even if the theme
is redemption, a
flimsy script can’t
rescue Mel Gibson,
says Kevin Maher

N

ot so much a movie
as a test case for the
professional
rehabilitation of
Mel Gibson, this is
a film that asks us to
separate the dancer
from the dance.
“I think God saw something in me
worth saving,” is a key line here in
a drama that’s all about escaping your
past. It’s the first mainstream project
in Gibson’s oeuvre, post-“crisis”
(remember the antisemitic rant, the

The Quiet Girl
12A, 95min

{{{{(
A coming-of-age tale with an unerring
eye for detail, this seemingly familiar
drama set in rural Ireland in 1981 is
also quietly subversive. It stars the
astonishingly composed child actress
Catherine Clinch as nine-year-old
Cait, the neglected, taciturn daughter
in a harsh, knockabout family who use
the trials of penury and alcoholism to
hide their essential cruelty. When Cait
is shipped off to live with seemingly
brittle relatives — a middle-aged
childless couple — the stage is set for

phone rage, allegedly calling a police
officer “sugar tits”?), that explicitly
addresses the power of redemption.
Gibson plays a semi-alcoholic
misanthrope called Bill Long who is
the father of boxer turned Catholic
priest Stuart Long, an unlikely
character based on a real-life cleric
and played by Mark Wahlberg. Thee
former Marky Mark is also no
stranger to malfeasance, with an
early history of racially aggravated
teenage assaults behind him. It
makes sense that, as producer too,
he’d facilitate his Daddy’s Home 2
co-star with such seemingly
cathartic material. The problem,
however, is not with the concept of
rehabilitating Mel — the gravelvoiced 66-year-old is unavoidably
charismatic. It’s in the lurching,
undercooked script and the heavyhanded direction from the newcomer
mer
Rosalind Ross, who also moonlights,
off set, as Gibson’s partner. Ross has
opted to ape the syrupy sincerity of
another dark tale of hardship and
abuse (Ireland’s history of sexual
repression is hinted at in the
opening scenes).
The surprising progress of the
film, however, which is the first
fiction feature from the director
Colm Bairéad and delivered mostly
in the Irish language, is that it
resists the obvious and instead
finds meaning in the simplicity of
altruism and in the healing impact
of kindness. It’s immaculately shot
in near-square frames (aka
Academy aspect ratio) by the Normal
mal
People cinematographer Kate
McCullough, and has a powerful,
tearjerking finale.
In cinemas

Father Stu
15, 124min

{{(((

“Christian conversion” movies such as
God’s Not Dead and The Case for
Christ by creating in Wahlberg’s
foul-mouthed, dim-witted pugilist
a protagonist ripe for Jesus-fearing
reinvention. The real Long was surely
less cartoonish — he had an English
literature
degree and a master’s in
litera
philosophy
before his ordination.
philo
As Long is drawn towards
Catholicism
we also drift into
Cat
“disease-of-the-week”
movie
“d
territory
when the sudden
te
affliction
of a rare disorder means
a
that
his struggle for acceptance
t
in the eyes of God comes with
Christ-like
sacrifice. It’s all a bit
C
literal,
but Wahlberg is perfectly
lite
serviceable
in the role while
serv
Gibson
Gibso is quietly intense as the
humbled
patriarch.
humb
It’s not the film that’s going to
reboot
reboo Mad Mel’s acting career. But it
might be the starting point for that
comeback.
In cinemas

The Drover’s Wife: The
Legend of Molly Johnson
15, 108min

{{{((

Catherine Clinch as
Cait, the neglected
daughter, in
The Quiet Girl

A towering turn from the writer,
d
director, producer and star Leah
Purcell is reason enough to see this
P
aadaptation of a short story by the
Australian writer Henry Lawson. In
A
tthis version Purcell has given the tale
an indigenous, feminist and western
revamp: Molly (Purcell), the heavily
pregnant protagonist, is now a guntoting mountain woman with
aboriginal heritage and a seething
intolerance for male brutality.

Vortex
15, 142min

{{{{(
The Argentine provocateur Gaspar
Noé loves to shock and to disturb. He’s
done gross-out violence (I Stand
Alone), explicit sex (Love) and a nineminute rape sequence (Irreversible).
And yet, somehow, this might be his
most disturbing movie yet. It’s a film,
brilliantly executed, about the fate that
awaits us all — decrepitude and death.
Dario Argento and Françoise Lebrun
play an aged married couple who, for
most of the movie, potter around a
poky Parisian apartment and stumble
painfully, forgetfully (she has
dementia) towards the end of life.
It’s shot in split-screen, as a potent
metaphor for the separation and
isolation that imminent mortality
manifests. The recreation of dementia
is accurate and unforgiving (her fear
and confusion, his fury and despair),
while some of the character touches
(his futile commitment to his work —
writing a book) are flawlessly judged.
It doesn’t end well, but there is
overwhelming artistic intensity here.
In cinemas
Purcell brings a fierce conviction
to the role and utterly convinces
when she raises a shotgun against a
potential trespasser and hisses,
Clint Eastwood-style, “Cross me
and I’ll kill you. I’ll shoot you
where you stand and I’ll bury you
where you fall.”
The supporting cast don’t always
match her energy, and a subplot
about a visiting writer, Louisa
(Jessica De Gouw), campaigning
against domestic abuse, feels
superfluous.
But Purcell is savvy enough to
keep the camera trained on herself
and on Molly’s increasingly violent,
and inevitably tragic, misadventures.
In cinemas
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It’s Florence’s ‘take me as I am’ album
AUTUMN DE WILDE

Employing such well-worn tropes of
pop as autotuned vocals, Ed Sheeranstyle acoustic guitar loops and a mood
of self-pitying ennui, one-time EDM
bros the Chainsmokers continue to
make professional dance-pop with a
distinct lack of integrity. There are
moments of character, such as the
Daft Punk robot voices opening Solo
Mission, but then the awful lyrics and
unconvincing sentiments come along
and ruin everything. “I’m going to
Italy, to find my Maradona energy,”
Drew Taggart threatens on Maradona,
while on the soppy In Too Deep he
asks: “Maybe it’s just my anxiety, or
my lack of overall sobriety, but why
don’t you come over and get high with
me?” Politely declining the offer is the
best option.

S

The Smile
A Light for Attracting
Attention
XL

{{{{(

pop
Florence + the
Machine
Dance Fever
Universal

{{{{(

Jazz album
The fusion guitarist
John Scofield’s first solo
recording reviewed at
thetimes.co.uk/arts

better just slightly sedated,” as she
documents what sounds like manic
depression: being picked up, put down,
chewed up and spat out by an
uncontrollable force in her head,
which nonetheless provides her with
the inspiration to make music and sing
her heart out before people she has
never met.
On top of this, Welch has a gift for
writing rock-pop anthems that bristle
with a kind of modern classicism.
Dream Girl Evil takes as its starting
point someone viewing Welch as the
personification of all things bad about
women, and builds from there into
something similar to Fleetwood Mac’s
The Chain: a document of relationship
problems that is at once brooding and
exciting. And it isn’t as if she is devoid

of self-awareness, like on the intimate
Girls Against God, where she
remembers equating adolescent
misery with a sacred mission. “When
I decided to wage holy war it looked
a lot like staring at my bedroom
floor,” she sings, a heavenly choir
of female voices ensuring the high
drama and emotion carries on well
into adulthood.
All of this adds up to an album that
serves as a form of acceptance, with
Welch realising she is the way she is,
she wants to live the life she has chosen,
and that’s that. For all of its apparent
theatricality there is something rather
straightforward, even sweet, about
Dance Fever. It is a “take me as I am”
album, dressed up in romanticism
worthy of the pre-Raphaelites.

Nothing can stop the demon of the harpsichord

A

century ago, harpsichords
were generally regarded
as interesting silvery
creatures pushed out of
history by the rise of the
piano. That’s scarcely true today, not
with the growth of the period
instrument movement, nor with the
rise of Mahan Esfahani, the dynamic
Iranian-American who believes the
harpsichord should stop at nothing,
not even a minimalist milestone such
as Steve Reich’s Piano Phase.
Esfahani, right, particularly
welcomes new concertos for his
instrument, although it usually needs
a little amplifying to make itself heard
against a full orchestra. Here, on a
digital-only release, we find him
bustling through a recent concerto by
the Danish composer Poul Ruders,
best known here for his abrasive opera

Sony

{((((

The singer has
made peace with
her superstar
status, writes
Will Hodgkinson
ome time around 2019,
Florence Welch decided
that she had had enough
of the pop-star life. The
constant attention, the
madness of touring, the
drive to take some
personal incident and turn
it into material for a thunderous epic
that 200,000 or so people would then
chant along to at Glastonbury
festival . . . If only there could be
something that would allow a bit of
time away from the limelight. A oncein-a-lifetime global event perhaps,
which would bring about an enforced
period of stillness and solitude. We all
know what happened next.
Dance Fever is Welch’s most
Florence-like album yet, the
suggestion being that when it was all
taken away from her, she discovered
she actually quite liked being the kind
of superstar who dances barefoot
across the world’s stages while looking
like she might at any minute be struck
down with a case of the vapours.
“I used to tell the future but they cut
out my tongue, and left me doing
laundry to think of what I’ve done,”
she laments on Cassandra; a typically
over-the-top reaction to being stuck
indoors and facing domestic drudgery
like the rest of us. You cannot help but
imagine Welch as the kind of child
who would react to being told to go to
her room by re-enacting the death of
Ophelia in the family bath, but therein
lies the appeal of this florid, endlessly
imaginative album.
Welch has a gift for using
conversational talk in epic material,
turning herself into an open book in
the process. Free, one of the most
joyful and uplifting songs on Dance
Fever, begins with her wondering if she
should be medicated, “if I would feel

The Chainsmokers
So Far So Good

The Handmaid’s Tale, revived last
month in London. The new work, a
modern twist on the baroque concerto
model, is a far easier listen, though you
wouldn’t imagine from the headlong
dash of its outer movements that the
harpsichord can also delight in suave
melodies; decorative flourishes too.
Matters calm down in the worried
beauties of the magical slow
movement, where Ruders’s ear for
colour and texture is particularly
acute. Elsewhere in this live recording
of the work’s 2020 premiere, Esfahani’s
sparkle and energy meet their match
in the spry sounds of the Aarhus
Symphony Orchestra, conducted by
the Finnish maverick Leif Segerstam.
Further refreshment arrives with a
new account of Vivaldi’s Four Seasons,
intertwined with the sultry moods of
Piazzolla’s Four Seasons of Buenos

classical
Mahan Esfahani
Poul Ruders
Our Recordings

{{{{(

Jacob Reuven
The Mandolin
Seasonss
Hyperion

{{{{(
(

Aires. The conjunction itself tickles the
ears, though the biggest pleasures
derive from the choice of
instrumentation. Instead of a solo
violin, we have a solo mandolin, very
deftly plucked by Jacob Reuven,
supported by 18 unrestrained string
players from Sinfonietta Leipzig.
I mustn’t forget the accordion, either
— the favourite instrument of Reuven’s
childhood friend from Israel,
Omer Meir Wellber, who
lends
lend a hand with the
sustained
notes, plays the
su
harpsichord
and also
h
cconducts, though not at
tthe same time. Whatever
the
th season, the result is
sunny, cross-cultural and
su
humane:
a genuine
hu
Mediterranean
tonic.
Med
Geoff
Geoff Brown
B

Freed from the weight of the
Radiohead name, Jonny Greenwood
and Thom Yorke have teamed up with
Tom Skinner of the jazz quartet Sons
of Kemet and explored more intimate
music — while remaining essentially
Radiohead-like. Yorke’s lighter-thanair falsetto glides over the gentle Free
in the Knowledge and Thin Thing
serves as the perfect vehicle for
Skinner’s fluid but insistent rhythmic
style. It all makes for exciting,
experimental music that would be
destined for life as a cult concern were
it not for the fact that two members
of the world’s most famous mopey
stadium band are involved.

The Black Keys
Dropout Boogie
Nonesuch

{{(((
Nobody —
well, nobody
apart from
their archrival Jack
White — does
the electric blues
es
like the Black Keys.
Combining the rawness
of garage rock with the spacious
mystery of Mississippi hill country
blues, the Akron, Ohio duo of guitarist
Dan Auerbach and Patrick Carney
have a way of reducing primitive
American music to its essence.
Inspiration is lacking on their latest,
however, from the clichéd themes of
Wild Child and Baby I’m Coming Home
to the high school rock’n’roll of Your
Team Is Looking Good, a blatant
attempt to match the White Stripes’
Seven Nation Army in the terrace
anthem stakes. Occasionally we’re
reminded why the Black Keys got so
big in the first place: the swampy
intoxication of Good Love, the
hypnotic chug of For the Love of
Money. Not their finest hour, then, but
not without flashes of the old magic.
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podcasts

More BBC beasts take the big bucks
FRANK FIEBER

Kermode and Mayo’s
masterclass in
off-the-cuff chat
will amuse many, but
not James Marriott

C

an you hear the
thunder of distant
hooves? It’s the sound
of the BBC’s big beasts
leaving the corporation
for the booming (and
well-paying) podcast
industry. The big bucks
are stampeding towards the big bucks.
Emily Maitlis, Jon Sopel, Andrew
Marr . . . You imagine various of the
corporation’s hapless middle managers
chasing helplessly behind them
shouting, “Fennntonnn!” Now Mark
Kermode and Simon Mayo have left
the arid fields of public service
broadcasting for the verdant and
financially nutritious pastures of Sony,
which, like other multinational media
companies, is making an aggressive
push into podcasting.
The new show, Kermode and
Mayo’s Take, is extremely similar to
their BBC 5 Live incarnation as
Kermode and Mayo’s Film Review —
the pair go as far as to reassure
listeners that even the microphones
are the same. The principal difference
is that this time Kermode and Mayo
are being paid big wodges of cash to sit
behind those microphones. Plus they
will be reviewing TV as well as films.
Kermode and Mayo have a claim
to be pioneers of podcasting. Though
it is 20 years old, their rambling,
conversational “wittertainment” style
is what everyone is doing nowadays,
from Joe Rogan downwards.
It may be a demographic thing,
but I’ve never quite vibed with them.
I find Kermode and Mayo . . . fine.
Like listening to your dad and his
mates chatting at the pub. If you’re a

podcasts
Kermode and
Mayo’s Take
{{{((

Lady Killers
with Lucy
Worsley
{{{{(

Mark Kermode
and Simon Mayo

I find
Kermode
and
Mayo . . .
fine. Like
listening to
your dad
and his
mates

dad I suppose it’s thrilling. I found
myself half wishing that someone
would buy me a lemonade and a
packet of Monster Munch and tell me
to go and sit in the corner with my
Nintendo DS.
An interview with the actor Tom
Hiddleston about his role in a TV
adaptation of Sarah Perry’s The Essex
Serpent generally focuses on how
marvellous it is going to be. Some of
the more meandering diversions (the
bit about whether New Zealanders
consider us to be “down under”) made
me feel sympathetic with the equally
rambling Rogan’s enthusiasm for
conspiracy theories. At least it’s
different. Although I suppose people
having thoughts like that is why
society is collapsing.
Kermode’s film criticism is the
highlight. In a few minutes his rant
about Robert Eggers’s Viking

blockbuster The Northman takes in
the film’s financial prospects, what it
means for the future of the industry,
how it relates to Eggers’s previous
films and whether or not it’s any
good. A breezy masterclass in offthe-cuff broadcasting. Much harder
than it looks.
Overall it’s not really for me. It is, of
course, for lots of other people.
Principally dads. Kermode and Mayo’s
Take is already at No 1 in the UK
podcast charts and I suspect it will stay
there. The BBC’s remaining big beasts
will be sniffing the air hopefully.
I hesitate to endorse Lady Killers
with Lucy Worsley as it commits
many of the sins I have previously
railed against in BBC Sounds podcasts:
too many things going on at once,
unnecessary sound effects, cheesy
dramatic reconstructions. And yet,
and yet . . . It’s such a good idea.

The posh-voiced telly historian
investigates historical murders
committed by women. On hand to
help (with the discussion, not the
murders) are historians, barristers and
crime writers. The cases are great. Did
an upper-middle-class Victorian lady
poison her husband’s tea? Did a
wealthy Glaswegian girl kill her older,
working-class lover with arsenic?
There are readings of eye-poppingly
passionate love letters and intriguing
discussions of extramarital sex in
Victorian England. Worsley also finds
time to wonder about the power
dynamics of the relationships she
covers and whether a poisoned
husband might have been guilty of
coercive control. The modern spin
might sound hackneyed and
mindlessly woke, but it turns out to be
genuinely illuminating. How long till
Worsley’s deal with Sony?
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the best
critics on
the top
shows of
the week

Debra Craine

arts

ffinds there’s more to Casanova p12

Clive Davis
sees the dark side of football p13

Will Hodgkinson
enjoys an actress turning to song p13
en

The return of a scandal-hit star
THE FITZWILLIAM MUSEUM, CAMBRIDGE; PIANO NOBILE/PRIVATE COLLECTION

Glyn Philpot’s
career was derailed
by outrage. Time
to look again, says
Rachel CampbellJohnston

Y

ou may well have
come across Glyn
Philpot’s pictures.
They pepper our
country-house
collections and pop
up periodically in
museum shows. But
have you paused for long enough to
take proper note? Most likely not, but
after this latest Pallant House Gallery
show you will.
Glyn Philpot: Flesh and Spirit is a
retrospective of an artist who, in his
1920s heyday, was much sought after.
Charming, amusing and generous to a
fault, he first established a reputation
as a society portraitist: modern
enough to tempt fashionable sitters,
sufficiently flattering to be reliable.
Artists and aristocrats, politicians and
poets, society beauties and bright
young things all sat for him as you
will discover as you walk through
the show, meet the Duchess of
Westminster in fur stole and white
satin, or a dashingly Byronic Siegfried
Sassoon. The privileged felt safe with
his John Singer Sargent-style panache.
But then, at the height of his
success, Philpot blew it. He submitted
a picture to the Royal Academy’s 1933
summer exhibition that concealed
(but in so doing emphasised) a young
man’s erection with a burst of flame.

Siegfried Sassoon, painted in 1917, and Man with Hibiscus Flower (1932),
) b
by Gl
Glyn Philpot
Philpot’s homosexuality today’s
viewer can hardly miss them (who
else could paint the Annunciation and
miss out the Virgin to focus on the
arrival of a muscular angel instead?)
— were exposed to a scandalised
audience. His picture was refused on
the grounds of indecency.
Moving first to Paris and making
extended trips to Berlin, Philpot gave
up his grand manner style for
something more modern, his society
models for biblical mythologies. By the
time he returned to London in 1932 his

visual art
Glyn Philpot:
Flesh and Spirit
Pallant House Gallery,
Chichester

{{{{(

art had undergone an emphatic shift.
Philpot “goes Picasso” was how one
disparaging headline put it — not
that visitors to this show can expect
anything particularly Picasso-esque.
Philpot’s later images are flatter and
sparer. They have a rawness and dash.
But it is less their modernistic style
that makes them interesting than what
the change reveals of a man who was
caught in a traumatic battle between
his religious faith (he converted to
Catholicism) and his homosexuality.
Philpot was on the verge of

refinding his previous
success
when, in 1937,
s
he
h died of a stroke at
the
t age of 53. From
then
on he was
t
largely
forgotten. But
l
now
n Simon Martin,
the
t director of Pallant
House
Gallery, puts
H
on
o the first Philpot
retrospective
in close
r
to
t 40 years, to remind
us
u of a lost figure.
Pictures,
several not
P
shown
in public for a
s
century,
are freshly
c
looked
at and can
l
reveal
new depths.
r
Particularly
remarkable
are Philpot’s
r
portraits
of black
p
subjects.
Famous
s
African-American
A
figures
of the 1920s crop
f
up
u — a rediscovered
Paul
Robeson among
P
tthem. But equally
sstriking are Philpot’s
pictures of his regular
p
ssitters, among these
his black manservant
h
Henry Thomas.
H
Sometimes, Thomas
aappears in exoticised
costume, as the
h biblical magus
Balthazar, for instance. But more
radical are those pictures in which he
simply poses as a life model. He is
captured with a sensitivity that speaks
not only of the artist’s troubled
homoerotic yearnings but also of that
intimacy and acceptance that arises
from a deep affection.
Philpot, at his best, presents a
behind-the-scenes glimpse of his
period. This show sets out to
re-establish a reputation that more
than deserves to be reclaimed.
Tomorrow to Oct 23, pallant.org.uk

Curry, cricket and oysters: a recipe for comic success

‘T

his is why democracy
doesn’t work,” says Andy
Zaltzman, after asking
how many of us have
bothered to email in topics
for him to semi-spontaneously satirise.
Six people in a crowd of 120-odd
managed to do what we were all
asked to do; albeit one of those
questions was on the burning issue of
whether Zaltzman preferred beef
tartare or oysters.
Surprisingly, he had a bit of fun with
that. He also had fun with ideas —
some gleaned from questions on the
night, or purely from his own whims
— about Keir Starmer’s curry, the
state opening of parliament, veganism,

comedy
Andy Zaltzman:
Satirist for Hire
Soho Theatre, W1

{{{{(

Andy Zaltzman: a gentle
sense of the ridiculous

electric scooters, King Harold, War
and Peace, the legacy of empire, the
efficacy of prayer, and thee shock
omission of James Anderson
son
and Stuart Broad from the
he
England cricket team.
“Let’s get to the big
stuff,” he says at that
last one, mocking his
own predilections with
the same keen sense of
the absurd as he brings
to everything else.
These days Zaltzman is a
cricket statistician on Test
st
Match Special when he’s not hosting
The News Quiz on Radio 4 or being a
stand-up comic. He apologised for

being a bit rusty (what with pandemics
and everything) on the last of these
skills, but he
h needn’t worry. Yes,
the on-the-fly
nature of the
onshow means that he can’t
structure
its peaks
stru
and
an troughs with
perfect
acumen.
p
His
H ruminative
inclinations
mean that
in
the
th show can drift
when
wh the ideas go from
the outright hilarious to
the merely
ingenious.
m
Yet there
the is passion and
warmth behind his gentle sense of the
ridiculous. He argues, in a way that
doesn’t preclude his nonsense actually

having some wisdom to it, why the
lack of anything much happening in
cricket makes it the perfect antidote to
a world in which far too flaming much
happens. Six years on he is still finding
funny new angles on Brexit, even if he
concedes that one of those jokes may
require A-level maths or above. Even
at his most erudite or irked, though, he
always keeps the mood inclusive.
Whereas some comedians’ shows
feel like a lock-in, Zaltzman’s feels like
a wondrously wry tutorial. Everything
is up for debate, just so long as that
debate is as fanciful as it is well
informed as it is beautifully formed.
Dominic Maxwell
To May 21, sohotheatre.com
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first night
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classical

Unchain Me

Leipzig Gewandhaus/
Nelsons

Brighton Festival

{((((

Barbican

I

am stuck inside a tiny room under
Brighton’s Royal Pavilion. A
revolutionary called Robin is
telling seven of us about the
awfulness of the Governess who
runs the estate we are supposedly in.
Robin, however, is also telling us at
languorous length about how NHS
funding cuts badly let down a friend of
his with mental health issues. He
wants — all of his cabal want — direct
democracy, not the rubbish democracy
we’ve got now. “Tonight,” he says, “the
people are going to rise up.”
Is that going to help? Should we care
whether Robin and his co-onspirators,
whom we sometimes see leading other
groups of nonplussed punters around
the Pavilion Gardens, filling in time
between flimsy scenes in disused
rooms, are knobbled by the supposedly
watching and waiting police? Alas,
it’s hard to buy into anything in this
wearying wild goose chase from
the immersive theatre company
Dreamthinkspeak.
The company’s prime mover Tristan
Sharps is also the co-artistic director
of this year’s Brighton Festival.
Unchain Me is its sold-out centrepiece.
And Dreamthinkspeak deserve their
strong reputation, or did. Their work is
usually intricate, artful and ambitious.
Unchain Me, though, is a meagre
offering. It’s inspired by Dostoevsky’s
1870s novel Possessed but also by
contemporary politics. Somehow
Sharps and his company of co-devisers
end up with something dull, diffuse
and desperately callow. “If our plan
gets discovered it’ll completely destroy
our mission,” the plotters stagewhisper to each other. You wonder,
between moments of duff dialogue like
that, when the show proper will start.
After a while you realise this is the
show proper.
There is (hooray!) some free wine
when everyone converges for the
soirée-cum-town-hall meeting with
the Governess. But then the evening
moves from closely resembling
student drama to closely resembling
student politics. The Governess
(Rachel Heaton, terrific) may be just
the sort of operator we know from
modern politics, but the dissent
thrown at her is shouty generalities
about capitalist corruption. There is
some noble work from the performers,
but it’s half-baked at best.
Dominic Maxwell
To Jun 12, brightonfestival.org

theatre
Passion
Hope Mill, Manchester

{{{((

A

{{{{(

I

he first rule of storytelling in
classical ballet is “keep it
simple”. There are many
emotions you can illustrate
in body language far more
effectively than you can with speech,
yet basic facts can be a pesky
challenge for a choreographer.
Certainly that proves to be the case
with Kenneth Tindall’s action-packed
Casanova for Northern Ballet.
Attempting to compress the life of
the 18th-century Italian adventurer,
polymath and famed lover into a
two-act ballet is ambitious and, if you
haven’t read the programme’s long
synopsis, you might find yourself
wondering who some of those people
on stage (Cardinal de Bernis, Voltaire,
Madame de Pompadour?) are meant
to be and what they are up to.
Tindall and Ian Kelly, whose
biography of Casanova provides the
ballet’s starting point, have devised a
scenario that rushes from incident to
incident, from Venice to Paris, from
Casanova’s early days as an aspiring
priest to his imprisonment by the
Venetian Inquisition, his escape to
Paris for a life of debauchery and
despair, and finally to the writing of
his legendary memoirs. Along the way
we have his many liaisons, including a
nun, a pair of convent girls and two
cross-dressing sisters, and more
characters — and plot — than we need.

T

All of this is evoked in Christopher
Oram’s looming black-and-gold
mirrored set, which serves as church,
palazzo, prison, gaming salon and
various residences. Kerry Muzzey’s
orchestral score, played by the
Northern Ballet Sinfonia, may not
have memorable tunes but does
provide drama and cinematic colour.
Tindall is a skilled classical
choreographer, writing bold and
expressive phrases for his excellent
ensemble. The love duets, so key to
the narrative, are less successful,
however, less sensual, more effortful.
Where the production shines is in
the strength of the performances. A
charismatic Joseph Taylor is powerful
and sympathetic in the title role. His
energy and fire give the ballet its
momentum and purpose, although I
wish the choreography had given him
the chance to get inside Casanova’s
head. As Henriette, his greatest love,
Saeka Shirai is touching in her ardour
and domestic tragedy. A special
mention, too, to Javier Torres, whose
randy Senator Bragadin is a highlight.
The dancers of Northern Ballet,
whose new artistic director, Federico
Bonelli, took over this month, are
renowned for their acting chops. For
all its flaws, Casanova gives them
ample opportunity to prove it.
To tomorrow, sadlerswells.com.
Then the Lowry, Salford, May 18-21

n the way that the starving man
dreams of roast dinners with all the
trimmings, so in the endless Covid
winter a visit from an orchestra
like the Leipzig Gewandhaus with
huge Romantic works was the sort of
thing that classical music lovers
fantasised about.
Expectations were especially high
when the renowned German orchestra
announced its return to the UK as part
of a four-night Richard Strauss fiesta
that would showcase both orchestras
led by the Latvian conductor Andris
Nelsons — his Leipzig band and, on
the other side of the Pond, the Boston
Symphony Orchestra. In the end the
Americans didn’t show up. Yet it would
be hard to feel short-changed by the
Leipzig players.
Theirs is a huge squad of talent. Its
full weight, especially as stirred up in
hectic epics by Strauss, hits you in the
belly. The growling, woody double
basses and cellos alone, spotlit early in
the opening Strauss tone poem
Macbeth, set off vibrations the boxy
Barbican isn’t used to accommodating.
So much for the raw materials. As a
partnership, however, the relationship
between Nelsons and the orchestra is
less revelatory than I’d hoped.
Strauss’s Macbeth might not perfectly
distil Shakespeare’s chilly tragedy, but
it’s full of sinister interludes as well as
brash ceremonial. Little of that
diablerie came out of Nelsons’s
sweeping gestures.
We then careered into the suite from
Der Rosenkavalier. There was no
holding back here, either, and the
sensuality and humour of Strauss the
theatre-maker was underplayed. The
waltzes, led by more curious
conductor choreography, were
boisterous, not sparkling.
There are moments, however, when
subtlety is overrated. One of those is in
Strauss’s irony-free Ein Heldenleben, the
tone poem in which the subject is the
composer himself, depicting his genius,
his critics, wonderful wife (violin solo
fabulously done by Andreas Buschatz)
and glorious transcendent victory. This
is Strauss that goes up to 11 and hit
Nelsons’s sweet spot. A long, lingering
bassoon solo from Axel Benoit was
exquisite, and if Nelsons milked the
finale like it was a champion Friesian, it
seemed like the right call.
Neil Fisher

by Iginio Ugo Tarchetti — has
struggled to find an audience, for
reasons which aren’t hard to discern.
As a psychological study,
y, it’s
wildly implausible, while
the music is Sondheim
at his most arid. Even
more of a challenge
are declamatory lyrics
that weave a curious
combination of the trite
and the portentous. It’s as
if an Upper East Side poett
decided to try his hand at
Hallmark greetings cards.
The curdled romance and
nd
martial setting are vaguelyy reminiscent
of Stefan Zweig’s novel, Beware of Pity.

At the outset, a handsome young army
officer, Giorgio, is enjoying a
passionate affair with a married
partner,
p
, Clara. But after being
posted to another town, he
attracts
attra the attention of
his senior officer’s
cousin,
Fosca, an older,
co
less
le attractive woman
who
w suffers from a
disorder
that results in
d
fits
fi of convulsive
screams.
Before long,
scr
she has fallen hopelessly
in love with the newcomer,
who is constantly
forced to fend
co
her off.
off In modern
mode parlance, she is a
stalker. By the end, however, the sheer
intensity of her emotions abruptly
wins him over. She’s doomed to an
early grave, of course. There’s a duel

too, and other displays of simmering
sensibility.
Henshall is quietly dignified as a
melancholy figure who has a touch of
the gargoyle about her. Her singing is
firm and persuasive, as is that of Dean
John-Wilson as Giorgio. Kelly Price
makes a spirited Clara, holding our
attention even when her lover is
banishing her to the periphery.
Elin Steele’s minimalist set is
ingeniously shrouded in lighting
designer Charlie Morgan Jones’s
washes of colour, reflecting the
abrupt changes in emotional
temperature. Tim Walton and Ray
Shell lead a fine supporting cast. A
thoughtful, intelligent revival in short,
but this remains Sondheim’s oddity.
Clive Davis
To Jun 5, hopemilltheatre.co.uk

Joseph Taylor as Casanova with Abigail Prudames in Kenneth Tindall’s action-packed production

Not just bed and bawd
A ballet reveals
there’s more to
Casanova’s life
than rumpypumpy, says
Debra Craine

dance
Casanova
Sadler’s Wells

{{{((

matter of days after that
unforgettable gala
celebration of Stephen
Sondheim in the West End,
along comes a revival
which, for all its virtues, demonstrates
why sceptics find the composer hard
to love. There’s nothing wrong with
Michael Strassen’s gossamer
production: Ruthie Henshall does
herself justice in an unsympathetic
role and the scaled-down
arrangements for just five musicians
are a fine match for such an
intimate venue.
The problem lies with the work
itself. First staged on Broadway in
1994, this collaboration with the
librettist James Lapine — based on a
film by Ettore Scola which was itself
an adaptation of a 19th-century novel

Ruthie Henshall as Fosca and Dean
John-Wilson as Giorgio in Passion
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background and the relatives of the
young central character, Clayton —
convincingly played by Raphael
Akuwudike in his professional stage
debut — are dragooned into training
sessions. If Price’s script sags at times,
James ensures that the Playhouse’s
broad space is always bustling.
Price, one of the writers on the BBC
TV adaptation of Malorie Blackman’s
Noughts + Crosses novels, was once a
promising youth player before injury
ended his career. For this project, he
was advised by David Lean, a former
pro who was one of the many victims
of Barry Bennell, the jailed paedophile.
Price’s narrative flips back and forth
between 1975 and 1979 as the teenage

theatre
Nothello
Belgrade, Coventry

{{{((

I

s Othello a racist play, or a play
about racism? And what if its
tragic hero and Desdemona had
been parents? This nimble,
provocative drama by Mojisola
Adebayo — the finale of Coventry’s
UK City of Culture programme —
unpicks Shakespeare.
Performed by a community
company and professional cast of five,
it’s sparkily directed by Justine
Themen; Adebayo’s writing winks at
Pirandello and Stoppard and kicks
down the building blocks of
conventional narrative with jubilant
glee. Just 70 minutes long, it’s all over
in a twinkling. But it’s fun peeling
away its layers, and watching kids and
adults new to theatre find their feet
and their voices on stage is a joy.
The scene is set for Shakespeare’s
denouement, with parquet floor,
swagged curtains and Desdemona,
strangled, on a gauze-draped bed
(design by Simon Kenny). But as Iago’s
villainy is about to be exposed, there’s
restlessness in the audience. “I hate
this play!” heckles a voice. “Stop using
the ‘M’ word! Why do you keep calling
him ‘the Moor’?” Emerging in a fury
from the stalls, Nothello (a puckish
Harris Cain) identifies himself as
Othello and Desdemona’s unborn son,

Raphael Akuwudike plays a young footballer dreaming of glory

Foul play on
the terraces

denied life for 400 years thanks to a
racist stereotype that decreed his
black father must resort to violence.
Now he wants his say and sets
about reinventing the story, with a
cast who vacillate between
Shakespeare’s characters and the
actors playing them.
In a further Bard-worthy
complication, Nothello has a twin
sister, Desdeknownow (Aimee Powell).
An aspiring actress in a parallel
dimension that gradually bleeds into
his, she endures castings (or “halfcaste-ings”) where she’s regarded as a
useful box-ticking commodity — not
too black, not too white — but never
really seen, always othered. A chorus
of children supply poetic commentary
and, in a celebratory climax, usher
Nothello and Desdeknownow into a
hopeful future world.
Other prejudices are tackled too:
Nothello is shocked to discover that
Otis (Gabriel Akamo), who’s playing
Othello, is in a gay relationship with
Colin/Iago (Alex Scott Fairley). And
there’s a thoughtful allusion to the
creative process by which writers birth
characters whose experiences and
identities are remote from their own.
Occasionally Adebayo’s multiple
conceits get confused and, for all the
dazzle of ideas, we crave more
dramatic meat. But this is smart
entertainment, an adroit fusion of the
playful and the political.
Sam Marlowe
To May 21, belgrade.co.uk

theatre
First Touch
Nottingham Playhouse

{{{((

opera
Fidelio
Barbican

{{{((

T

he stage becomes a wideopen football terrace with a
crush barrier from the days
before all-seater stadiums.
Just to remind us which era
we are revisiting in Nathaniel Price’s
study of sexual abuse, a large portrait
of Margaret Thatcher is affixed to a
backdrop of garish period wallpaper.
Jeff James’s production and
Charlotte Espiner’s design adeptly
evoke the world of the aspiring
professional players of yesteryear. A
digital stopwatch ticks away in the

L

ess is more when performing
Beethoven’s only opera. The
less you try to impose some
spurious concept on it, or try
to turn its structural
disparities into a coherent whole, the
more its strange redemptive power
and humanistic fervour can shine
through.
So David Bobée’s barely staged
production, brought to London by
Laurence Equilbey’s Paris-based
Insula orchestra, suited me fine. There
was just enough action to tell the
story, but no attempt to set it on the
moon, or in a Siberian gulag – though
that would be apt enough, given how
many political prisoners like Florestan
are being locked up in present-day
Russia.
The drawback was that this minimal
staging focused all one’s attention on
the music, and Beethoven wasn’t
always best served by Equilbey and
her period-instrument band. Act I in

pop
Jessie Buckley/
Bernard Butler
Green Note, NW1

{{{{(

S

striker comes into the orbit of a
manipulative coach, Lafferty, played
with oily conviction by Arthur Wilson.
We see how the predator manipulates
his victim with laddish jokes and
promises of stardom that inexorably
lead to an assault.
The seduction scene steers clear of
the explicit. Price and James prefer to
concentrate on suggesting how
Clayton’s self-confidence is
undermined. His relationships with his
parents (Nicholas Bailey and Claire
Goose), his girlfriend (Chloe Oxley)
and his hero-worshipping younger
brother (played by Isaac McLeod in
this performance) suffer too.
The writing sometimes has the
jump-cut pace of a screenplay but the
performances are persuasive. Do we
need the political sub-theme as the
advent of Thatcherism puts loyalties to
the test? Not really. Still, the script
captures the casual racism of an era
when black players were thought to
lack bottle and a dark skin could be
called “a paint job”. The background
music supplies ample atmosphere,
Chic and Bob Marley forming part of
the soundtrack. The Jackson Five
make the cut too, although knowing
what we now do about Michael
Jackson, we can’t help thinking about
other secrets hidden in plain view.
To May 21,
nottinghamplayhouse.co.uk

he is fresh from her success in
Cabaret in the West End, but in
2018 the Irish actress Jessie
Buckley starred in Wild Rose, a
musical drama about a Scottish
woman with dreams of making it as a
country singer in Nashville. After
witnessing Buckley sing at the tiny
Green Note in Camden Town, with a
violinist and double bassist joining
Bernard Butler on guitar for a low-key
acoustic setting, you have to wonder if
her breakout film lead was not entirely
fictional. Swaying in time with the
music, smiling from ear to ear, singing
her heart out in country and folktinged songs that felt like her natural
home, Buckley was a revelation.
It helped that the material Buckley
and Butler performed, all featured on
their forthcoming album For All Our
Days That Tear the Heart, was so good:
imbued with jazz-tinged elegance, but
in an understated way. “I met Bernard
up a mountain in Kerry. That’s how I
pick up all my men,” Buckley said.
“We bonded over caravans,” she
continued, which was entirely true:
both had caravan holidays in Ireland
as kids. Then she dedicated 20 Years
A-Growing, an otherwise serious
chamber folk lament, “to all the men
I’ve met up mountains”.
Butler is a master guitarist with a
strong influence from the Sixties/
Seventies folk-jazz supergroup
Pentangle. That set the tone here. The
Eagle and the Dove brought a flamenco
touch; For All Our Days That Tear the
Heart set the expressiveness of
Buckley’s vocals against an
arrangement with a spacious, pastoral
quality. It was very pretty.
What really made this tiny concert
work, though, was the lack of occasion.
An actress who got an Oscar nod for
her role as a young mother in The Lost
Daughter might feel the need to make
a big song and dance of her first song
and dance show. This was the
opposite: an intimate gig before 100 or
so people, where Buckley and Butler
performed deceptively sophisticated
material without any ceremony
whatsoever. It’s a role that suits them.
Will Hodgkinson
Lafayette, London N1, Jun 17

particular seemed like a succession of
stolid tempos, with the rapport inside
the orchestra and with the singers not
always tidily achieved either. Even the
usually sublime Act I quartet sounded
nondescript.
Sometimes the period instruments
added unusual colour and atmosphere
— the rasping contrabassoon that
lugubriously augmented the double
basses in the dungeon scene, for
instance — but in other places they
sounded at odds with the singers. It
seemed particularly pointless for the
violins to be playing mostly in a lean,
vibrato-less style when both the
Leonore (Sinéad Campbell-Wallace)
and the Marzelline (Hélène
Carpentier) deployed prodigious
vibratos.
Both those singers performed with
plenty of verve, though, as did
Christian Immler (Rocco). Sebastian
Holecek bellowed his way through
Don Pizarro’s angry arias half a beat

ahead of the orchestra and with the
timbre of a raging bull with a sore
head — which was nothing if not
exciting.
Yet it was only with the appearance
of Stanislas de Barbeyrac as Florestan
that the show really took off. He has
power and artistry, which enables him
to convey not just the hopelessness of
the chained and starving prisoner —
his crescendo on his first note rivalling
Jonas Kaufmann’s for anguished
despair — but also the feeling that the
remains of a decent, civilised man lie
inside his tattered rags.
The intensity of his performance
seemed to lift everyone else too.
Suddenly the orchestral playing
sounded twice as vivid, and the
Accentus choir hurled out Beethoven’s
ecstatic choral finale with thrilling
vigour.
Richard Morrison
Fidelio is at La Seine Musicale in
Paris from tomorrow to May 18

It’s an era when
black players
were thought
to lack bottle

This football drama highlights racism and
sexual abuse in the 1970s, says Clive Davis
Gabriel Akamo plays Otis in Nothello

first night
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A royal bake-off to find the next Victoria sponge
NICKY JOHNSTON/BBC

Carol
Midgley
TV review

The Jubilee Pudding
BBC1

{{{{(

Gordon Ramsay’s Future
Food Stars
BBC1

{{{((

T

o some people, by which I
mean me, the phrase “big
Jubilee pudding” conjures an
image of Prince Andrew,
especially since he has been
banned from the Buckingham Palace
balcony at the Jubilee celebrations, a
sulky dumpling stuck behind the net
curtains. But let’s not spoil things.
The Jubilee Pudding: 70 Years in
the Baking was not about royals but
about ordinary people with a talent for
desserts. Here they had to make one

Radio choice
Ben Dowell

Believe It!

Radio 4, 11.30am

Richard Wilson is such
excellent company there
have been five series of
Jon Canter’s “radiography”
of the actor, exploring
elements of his life through
a jolly fictional meandering
with, it is implied, a strong
flavour of actualité to it.
Hence the title that plays on
the catchphrase that has
followed him since One Foot
in the Grave began on BBC
TV in 1990. In this opening
episode to the sixth series,
Wilson, above, has an urge
to go back to his birthplace,
Greenock. And who better
to accompany him than a
fellow Scot, the former
Time Lord David Tennant?
Richard, we soon learn,
persuades David to drive as
it’s probably better that way.

our tv newsletter
Sign up to a weekly briefing of
the only shows you need to watch
thetimes.co.uk/bulletins

“fit for a queen” but also simple
enough to make at home, which will
be adopted as the official Queen
Elizabeth II “platinum pudding”.
We had much talk of uniting the
nation, of this “once-in-a-lifetime”
opportunity. The five finalists, whittled
down from 5,000 entries, were all
exceptionally good, their Victoria
sponges, their tarts, their falooda cakes
all artworks. How come they’ve never
been in Bake Off? They’d walk it.
I couldn’t help noticing, too, that
they all seemed to be women. Is that
even allowed these days? Ah, I see. It
says in the bumf that they were judged
“blind”, and by the recipe alone. Still,
I’m amazed they didn’t shoehorn in a
token chap for the optics. That they
didn’t is, I suppose, refreshing. And the
results, fair play, were spectacular, the
judges oohing ecstatically and
probably waddling home a stone
heavier after being forced to test-taste
five stonking puddings that looked
about 5,000 calories each.
They brought in the Duchess of
Cornwall to read out the (unanimous)
winner and if you don’t want to know
who it was, stop reading now. It was
Jemma Melvin from Southport, with
her lemon Swiss roll and amaretti
trifle. I can see why they picked it: not
only does trifle feel quite 1950s retro,
lemon posset is what the Queen had
at her wedding breakfast. Plus you
could see Mary Berry practically

Times Radio

Digital Only
5.00am Calum Macdonald with Early
Breakfast. Join the Early Breakfast Club
6.00 Times Radio Breakfast. All the
morning’s headlines 10.00 Matt Chorley.
An insider’s take on politics 1.00pm Ruth
Davidson. Covering the big political stories of
the week, and looking ahead to the weekend,
especially in sport and entertainment,
Friday’s headlines and discussions 4.00
Cathy Newman at Drive. Friday’s headlines
and discussions 7.00 Michael Portillo.
Cultured conversation and political interview
10.00 Kait Borsay. Late-night conversation
1.00am Stories of Our Times 1.30 Red
Box 2.00 Highlights from Times Radio

Radio 2

FM: 88-90.2 MHz
6.30am The Zoe Ball Breakfast Show 9.30
Ken Bruce. Ken broadcasts live from Turin
ahead of the 66th Eurovision Song Contest
12.00 Jeremy Vine 2.00pm Steve Wright
4.15 Steve Wright — Serious Jockin’ 5.00
Sara Cox 7.00 Tony Blackburn’s Golden Hour
8.00 Sounds of the 80s with Gary Davies.
Duran Duran’s Simon Le Bon joins Gary for a
special show celebrating Rio at 40 10.00
Sounds of the 90s with Fearne Cotton.
Fearne is joined by Heather Small. Plus,
some Eurovision classics of the era 11.00
Sounds of the 90s with Fearne Cotton.
A celebration of the best music and pop
culture from the decade 12.00 Romesh
Ranganathan: For the Love of Hip-Hop
1.00am The Craig Charles House Party (r)
2.30 The Craig Charles House Party Mixtape
(r) 3.00 Michelle Visage’s Rule Breakers
4.00 Sophie Ellis-Bextor’s Kitchen Disco

Radio 3

FM: 90.2-92.4 MHz
6.30am Breakfast
Petroc Trelawny presents the classical
breakfast show. Including 7.00, 8.00
News. 7.30, 8.30 News headlines
9.00 Essential Classics
Georgia Mann plays classical music
12.00 Composer of the Week:
Vaughan Williams Today
Donald Macleod explores Vaughan Williams’s
significant friendships and lifelong
commitment to amateur music making in
England. Vaughan Williams (Job — A Masque
for Dancing; 3 Poems by Walt Whitman —
Nocturne; 3 Choral Hymns; and
Sir John in Love — excerpt)

Mary Berry was one of the judges of the “platinum puddings”

1.00pm Radio 3 Lunchtime Concert
Francesco Piemontesi, the Pavel Haas and
Dover quartets perform. Schubert (Piano
Sonata No. 14 in A minor, D 784); and
Mendelssohn (Octet in E flat, Op. 20)
2.00 Afternoon Concert
Rounding off this week’s focus on recordings
from ensembles in Poland and the Czech
Republic, Penny Gore introduces Sibelius
from Ostrava, and the music of Sofia
Gubaidulina from Prague. Plus, the BBC
National Orchestra of Wales play Mozart, and
the Barcelona Symphonic Wind Band play
music by the composer Kenneth Hesketh.
Including: Mozart (Excerpts from Idomeneo,
overture, K.366, Chaconne & Pas Seul, K.367
Nos.1 & 2); Kenneth Hesketh (Danceries,
Set II); Sofia Gubaidulina (Fairytale Poem);
Sibelius (Symphony No. 2 in D, op. 43);
and Vanhal (Organ Concerto in F)
4.30 The Listening Service
Tom Service is joined by Saul Eisenberg of
the Junk Orchestra to look at how and why
composers re-use their own music (r)
5.00 In Tune
Sean Rafferty presents the latest arts news
from across the classical music world
7.00 In Tune Mixtape
An eclectic music mix inspired by Ralph
Vaughan Williams’s The Lark Ascending
7.30 Radio 3 in Concert
The violinist Mari Samuelsen brings her
thrilling style to the Philip Glass Violin
Concerto with the BBC Concert Orchestra, led
by Anna-Maria Helsing, Principal Guest
Conductor. Recorded at the Southbank Centre
in London on Thursday 5 May. Liam
Taylor-West (Making Space — BBC
commission — world premiere); Electra
Perivolaris (A Forest Reawakens — BBC
commission — first public performance).
Philip Glass (Violin Concerto No 1); and
Jennifer Higdon (Concerto for Orchestra)
10.00 The Verb
Ian McMillan features the best poetry,
new writing and performance
10.45 The Essay: Dietrich in Five Songs
Le Gateau Chocolat, cabaret artiste
and opera singer, chooses I’ve Grown
Accustomed to Her Face for the final
exploration of Dietrich in song
11.00 Late Junction
Verity Sharp shares a mixtape from the
Native American pow wow singer and
archivist Joe Rainey. Plus new music from
Matmos and a sound collage inspired
by Korean musical storytelling
1.00am Composed with Emeli Sandé
2.00 Gameplay with Baby Queen
3.00 Through the Night (r)

Radio 4

FM: 92.4-94.6 MHz LW: 198kHz MW: 720 kHz
5.30am News Briefing
5.43 Prayer for the Day
5.45 Farming Today
5.58 Tweet of the Day
6.00 Today
With Mishal Husain and Justin Webb
8.31 (LW) Yesterday in Parliament
9.00 Desert Island Discs
The foreign affairs expert Fiona Hill shares
the soundtrack of her life (1/14) (r)
9.45 (LW) Daily Service
9.45 Book of the Week:
Good Pop Bad Pop
By Jarvis Cocker (5/5)
10.00 Woman’s Hour
Offering a female perspective on the world
11.00 Sketches:
Stories of Art and People
Tales of art inspired by the tides (1/3) (r)
11.30 Believe It!
Richard Wilson has an urge to go back to
his birth place. See Radio Choice (1/4)
12.01pm (LW) Shipping Forecast
12.04 Archive on 4: We’re All
Living in OK Computer Now
Sarah Hall presents an examination of the
prophetic qualities of Radiohead’s album (r)
1.00 The World at One
1.45 What Really
Happened in the Nineties?
The arrival of budget air travel in
the mid-1990s. Last in the series
2.00 The Archers (r)
2.15 Drama: Lusus
Kappa by Samantha Newton (2/4)
2.45 Living with the Gods
Neil MacGregor reflects on people’s
relationship with the dead (6/30) (r)
3.00 Gardeners’ Question Time
Kathy Clugston and the panel are in
Shropshire to answer listeners’ questions
3.45 Short Works
Are We Dancers, by Abby Oliveira
4.00 Last Word
The lives of famous and less well-known
people who have recently died
4.30 Feedback (7/8)
5.00 PM
5.54 (LW) Shipping Forecast
6.00 Six O’Clock News
6.30 The News Quiz
Topical comedy panel game (4/8)
7.00 Past Forward: A Century of Sound
Greg Jenner looks at changes in food
consumption since the 1930s (1/10) (r)
7.15 Screenshot
News and insights from the film world (7/9)

swooning when she ate it and the
judges applauded its “citrus hit”.
This recipe now, we were told,
becomes part of British food history,
following coronation chicken and
Victoria sponge. On Jubilee weekend
you can now expect to see this trifle
on trestle tables and picnic blankets up
and down the country, though as
someone who can’t even make Angel
Delight, I won’t be trying this at home.
Another all-female finalist line-up
was to be found on Gordon Ramsay’s
Future Food Stars (aka a shameless
copy of The Apprentice) which
persuades me that the BBC’s
inclusivity officer was on holiday.
Despite having the most preposterous
start to a cookery show I’ve ever seen
— Gordon Ramsay leaping manfully
out of a helicopter into the Cornish
sea for no reason — it has offered
some entertaining moments. Or, in the
case of last night, lots of them. Ooh,
the delicious bickering. Valentina and
Victoria went at it like two five-yearold girls arguing whose turn it was to
play with the toy post office set.
Actually, to be fair to Victoria, it was
mainly Valentina behaving badly —
pouting and practically stamping her
feet like an Italian Vicky Pollard.
Between them they managed to make
a hash of things, Ramsay showed
Valentina the door and she refused
even to shake Victoria’s hand. Rude
and churlish, but great for the show.

8.00 Any Questions?
Chris Mason presents debate and discussion
from Cornwall College in Camborne
8.50 A Point of View
A reflection on a topical issue
9.00 What Really
Happened in the Nineties?
Robert Carlyle returns to the
Maastricht Treaty of 1992 (6/10) (r)
10.00 The World Tonight
News round-up with Julian Worricker
10.45 Book at Bedtime:
Bridget Jones’s Diary
By Helen Fielding. Last in the series
11.00 Great Lives
Terry Christian nominates Manchester
impresario Tony Wilson (6/9) (r)
11.30 Today in Parliament
12.00 News and Weather
12.30am Book of the Week:
Good Pop Bad Pop (r)
12.48 Shipping Forecast
1.00 As BBC World Service

Radio 4 Extra

Digital only
8.00am Dad’s Army 8.30 Married 9.00
Guess What? 9.30 Millport 10.00 The Sea
Wolf 11.00 Podcast Radio Hour 12.00 Dad’s
Army 12.30pm Married 1.00 Unnatural
Death 1.30 The House 2.00 Fever Pitch 2.15
Vanity Fair 2.30 Mr Pollock’s Theatres 3.00
The Sea Wolf 4.00 Guess What? 4.30
Millport 5.00 Says on the Tin 5.30 Mike
Bubbins: Retrosexual 6.00 Paradise Lost in
Cyberspace 6.30 Sounds Natural 7.00 Dad’s
Army 7.30 Married 8.00 Unnatural Death
8.30 The House 9.00 Podcast Radio Hour.
Chris Pearson and Scott Bryan suggest new
podcast listens for May 10.00 Comedy Club:
Mike Bubbins: Retrosexual. The comedian
takes listeners back to a much simpler time
10.30 A World of Dowie. Enter a brave new
world created and presented by John Dowie
10.55 The Comedy Club Interview. Former
controller Matthew Bannister talks about
Radio 1’s comedy output in the 1990s 11.00
On the Town with the League of Gentlemen.
Dark comedy 11.30 Mitch Benn Specials

Radio 5 Live

MW: 693, 909
5.00am The Big Green Money Show 5.30
Wake Up to Money 6.00 5 Live Breakfast
9.00 Nicky Campbell 11.00 Chiles on Friday
1.00pm The Question of Sport Podcast 1.30
5 Live Sport. Amazing stories and facts 2.00
Elis James and John Robins 4.00 5 Live Drive
7.00 5 Live Sport: The Friday Football Social

9.00 5 Live Sport: Rugby League 10.00
Stephen Nolan 1.00am Hayley Hassall

talkSPORT

MW: 1053, 1089 kHz
5.00am Early Breakfast 6.00 talkSPORT
Breakfast with Alan Brazil 10.00 White and
Jordan with Martin Keown 1.00pm
Hawksbee and Jacobs 4.00 talkSPORT Drive
with Andy Goldstein and Darren Bent 7.00
GameDay Countdown 10.00 Sports Bar
1.00am Extra Time with Martin Kelner

TalkRadio

Digital only
5.00am James Max 6.30 Jeremy Kyle 10.00
The Independent Republic of Mike Graham
1.00pm Ian Collins 4.00 Rob Rinder 7.00
The News Desk with Tom Newton Dunn 8.00
The Best of Piers Morgan Uncensored 9.00
The Talk 10.00 The James Whale Show
11.00 The Best of Piers Morgan Uncensored
12.00 The James Whale Show 1.00am
Darryl Morris 4.00 The Talk

6 Music

Digital only
5.00am The Remix with Chris Hawkins 5.30
Deb Grant 7.30 Lauren Laverne 10.30 Mary
Anne Hobbs 1.30pm Chris Hawkins 4.00
Steve Lamacq 7.00 The People’s Party with
Afrodeutsche 9.00 Tom Ravenscroft 11.00
The Ravers Hour 12.00 6 Music’s Indie
Forever 1.00am 6 Music’s Emo Forever
2.00 Focus Beats 4.00 Ambient Focus

Virgin Radio

Digital only
6.30am The Chris Evans Breakfast Show
with Sky 10.00 Eddy Temple-Morris 1.00pm
Tim Cocker 4.00 Gaby Roslin 7.00 Ben Jones
10.00 Dave Kelly 1.00am Emma Nolan

Classic FM

FM: 100-102 MHz
6.00am More Music Breakfast 9.00
Alexander Armstrong 12.00 Anne-Marie
Minhall 4.00pm John Brunning 7.00
Smooth Classics at Seven 8.00 The Classic
FM Concert with John Suchet. Sibelius
(Finlandia Op 26); Beethoven (Symphony
No 9 in D minor Op 125 “Choral”); J Strauss
(son) (By the Beautiful Blue Danube Op 314);
Chopin (Polonaise in A Op 40 No 1); and
Grieg (Norwegian Dances Op 35) 10.00
Smooth Classics. With Margherita Taylor
1.00am Katie Breathwick 4.00 Sam Pittis
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Viewing Guide
James Jackson

The Essex Serpent
Apple TV+

Set in 1893,
Sarah Perry’s
2016 novel
swirled with
gothic atmosphere. It
was ripe for adaptation,
and here is the series,
excellently directed by
Clio Barnard (The

Essex to investigate
what she believes to be
a plesiosaur. It is not
hard to understand why
the locals are fearful
something terrible is on
the loose: the mudflats
are evoked as a place of
mists, eels and sinking
bogs. To them the
serpent is nothing less
than the Devil come to
Essex. Only the pastor
(Hiddleston) weds
himself to logic, telling

Cora: “If I were to let in
any doubt, how would I
look after my flock?”
Yes, repressed desires
soon arrive, but the
dialogue is more
concerned with ideas
of belief versus
rationalism. Alas for
Cora, the locals start to
believe she is attracting
the creature. This is a
haunting drama; give it
your patience and it
gets under your skin.

The Lincoln
Lawyer
Netflix

The author Michael
Connelly’s lawyer
Mickey Haller and his
Lincoln have been on
screen before (Matthew
McConaughey in the
2011 film). Now it’s a
TV series and Haller is
played by Manuel
Garcia-Rulfo. Haller is
the half-brother of

Harry Bosch (see the
hit Amazon series) and
has a similarly deadpan
manner, although with
a slight Mexican
accent. Restarting his
career after 18 months,
and dropping in here
and there on his “first
wife” (Neve Campbell),
he takes over the case
of a studio executive
accused of murdering
his wife and her lover.
It’s all slickly LA.

Guy Garvey: From
the Vaults — 1989
Sky Arts/Now, 8pm

Garvey is back to
plunder ITV’s archive
in Leeds for great lost
music performances in
another judiciously
curated hour. In the
first episode, the clips
are all from 1989. Take
the one of Melvyn
Bragg introducing in
serious tones the arty

BBC2

ITV

Channel 4

Channel 5

6.00am Breakfast 9.15 Rip Off Britain. Consumer
show with Angela Rippon, Julia Somerville and Gloria
Hunniford. Last in the series 10.00 For Love or Money.
A man who lost thousands of pounds and his home after
falling in love (r) 10.45 Dom Delivers. Dom Littlewood
gets a messy surprise when he follows the delivery
journey of milk 11.15 Homes Under the Hammer.
Properties in London, the West Midlands, and Blean near
Canterbury (r) (AD) 12.15pm Bargain Hunt. From
Ardingly, West Sussex (AD) 1.00 BBC News at One;
Weather 1.30 BBC Regional News; Weather 1.45 The
Repair Shop. A battered military “swagger stick” is
brought back to life 2.15 Money for Nothing. Upcycling
dining chairs, vintage lawn games and aluminium
lampshades 3.00 Escape to the Country. Sonali Shah
helps a couple returning to Britain from the US to find a
home in Cornwall (r) (AD) 3.45 Garden Rescue. A garden
that also serves as a space of remembrance 4.30 The
Bidding Room. Items include a knife sharpener, a drinks
cabinet and a toy milk cart (r) 5.15 Pointless. Quiz
hosted by Alexander Armstrong (r) 6.00 BBC News
at Six; Weather 6.30 BBC Regional News; Weather

6.30am Escape to the Country. A couple hoping to settle
in either Shropshire or Herefordshire (r) 7.15 Garden
Rescue. A 1950s-inspired garden with a fairy-tale twist
(r) 8.00 Sign Zone: The Speedshop. Titch Cormack enters
the Weston Beach motorcycle race (r) (AD, SL) 9.00
BBC News 10.00 BBC News 12.15pm Politics UK
1.00 FILM: Scott of the Antarctic (U, 1948)
Fact-based drama following the British explorer’s failed
attempt to beat his Norwegian rivals to the South Pole
in 1912. Starring John Mills, Derek Bond and James
Robertson Justice. See Viewing Guide (AD)
2.45 Britain in Bloom. Chris Bavin travels to Shropshire
to meet the Shrewsbury Bloomers (r) 3.15 Murder,
Mystery and My Family. Jeremy Dein and Sasha Wass
investigate the murder of a canal boat passenger 180
years ago, for which boatmen were convicted and publicly
hanged (r) (AD) 4.00 Interior Design Masters. The two
remaining designers compete in the final and are
challenged to redesign an entire open-plan apartment
in Manchester (r) (AD) 5.00 Live Athletics: Diamond
League Doha. Coverage of the opening meeting of the
season, which comes from Qatar Sports Club

6.00am Good Morning Britain 9.00 Lorraine.
Entertainment, current affairs and fashion news.
Presented by Lorraine Kelly 10.00 This Morning. Daily
magazine, featuring a mix of chat, showbusiness news,
lifestyle features, topical discussion, health and beauty
advice and more 12.30pm Loose Women. Showbiz
interviews and topical debate from a female perspective
1.30 ITV News; Weather 2.00 Dickinson’s Real Deal.
The Tropicana in Weston-super-Mare plays host to the
dealer’s den. Mark Stevens parts with the pounds to pay
for a plane ride, and Michael Hogben spies Harry Potter
paraphernalia (r) 3.00 Tenable. A family of five spanning
three generations answer questions about top 10 lists,
then try to score a perfect 10 in the final round. Quiz
hosted by Warwick Davis (r) 4.00 Tipping Point. Ben
Shephard hosts the arcade-themed quiz in which
contestants drop tokens down a choice of four chutes in
the hope of winning a £10,000 jackpot 5.00 The Chase.
Bradley Walsh presents as contestants from Durham,
Bury, Elstree and St Leonards-on-Sea work as a team to
take on one of the Chasers and secure a cash prize 6.00
Regional News; Weather 6.30 ITV News; Weather

6.05am Countdown. Sophie Ellis-Bextor joins Susie Dent
in Dictionary Corner (r) 6.45 Cheers (r) 7.35 The King of
Queens (r) (AD) 9.00 Frasier (r) (AD) 10.30 Undercover
Boss USA. The CEO of restaurant branch Muscle Maker
Grill goes undercover with his staff (r) 11.25 Channel 4
News Summary 11.30 Couples Come Dine with Me.
Contestants from in and around Glasgow compete for the
cash prize of £1,000 (r) 12.30pm Steph’s Packed Lunch.
Weekday magazine show hosted by Steph McGovern 2.10
Countdown. Michael Crick joins Susie Dent in Dictionary
Corner 3.00 A Place in the Sun. Jonnie Irwin visits
Languedoc to help a woman from Southport (r) 4.00
The Great House Giveaway. Two strangers pair up to
renovate a property in Llandudno, north Wales 5.00 Sun,
Sea and Selling Houses. Estate agent Sophie helps an
international basketball competitor find a holiday home in
Alicante province (r) 6.00 The Simpsons. Bart befriends a
former schoolboy prankster, and Marge starts shopping at
a natural foods store. With the guest voice of Jonah Hill
(r) (AD) 6.30 Hollyoaks. Mercedes hopes she will get a
chance to speak to Bobby when he visits the village, and
a furious Serena refuses to talk to her parents (r) (AD)

6.00am Milkshake! 9.15 Jeremy Vine. The broadcaster
and guests discuss the issues of the day, with co-host
Storm Huntley joining him for phone-ins and reading out
viewers’ correspondence 12.15pm Litter Louts: At War
with the Law. In Huntingdonshire, enforcement are called
out to two mega tips, both likely to be the work of
organised crime gangs. Enforcer Rob is sent to investigate
1.10 5 News at Lunchtime 1.15 Home and Away. Chloe
and Theo grow closer 1.45 Neighbours 2.15 FILM: The
Killer Downstairs (PG, TVM, 2019) A woman rents
her basement to a mysterious man, only to find that
people who cause her problems start disappearing under
mysterious circumstances. Thriller starring Cindy Busby
and Marcus Rosner 4.00 Bargain-Loving Brits in the Sun.
Cameras focus on a pair who have just got married and
set up their new café in Benidorm 5.00 5 News at 5
6.00 Neighbours. Kiri learns it was Terese who spoke to
Alan, and apologises to Glen. Susan, Karl and Mackenzie
try to keep Hendrix’s mind off of the Rodwells (r) 6.30
Eggheads. The week concludes with Brahms & Liszt
Challenge, who hope to orchestrate a classic victory and
take home the rolling cash prize. Last in the series (r)

7.00 MOTDx Football discussion
presented by Jermaine Jenas

7.30 Speed Kids: Our Lives The world of
children’s motorcycle racing and the
families who support them (AD)

7.30 Beechgrove Carole Baxter sets up
hanging baskets for a summer of
colour, and tips on how to get the best
crop from this year’s tomato plants

7.30 Emmerdale Harriet has a mission,
Moira issues an ultimatum, while
Charity breaks the code (AD)

7.30 Unreported World Fatima Manji
reports on domestic violence
towards women in Pakistan (AD)

8.00 Question of Sport Paddy
McGuinness the quiz, with panellists
Kadeena Cox, Carlton Cole, Paul
McShane and Steve Harmison
8.30 Here We Go Rachel tries to “fix”
a painting of the family she has
had commissioned (3/6) (AD)

8.00 Gardeners’ World Frances Tophill and
Nick Bailey celebrate the joys of indoor
gardening, Rachel de Thame visits a
nursery in Devon which specialises in
growing the orchid, and an interior
designer in London discusses how
houseplants at home has allowed
him to reconnect with nature

8.00 Coronation Street Abi gives Ben a
choice — either he admits that Imran
paid him to lie or she will share her
video of him buying drugs with his
boss and the police. Meanwhile, Peter
calls the Gazette and asks them
to run an article about Mr Thorne’s
unethical medical practices (AD)

8.00 Richard Hammond’s Crazy
Contraptions Three amateur pilots
take on a team of stunt fans in a
challenge to build a machine that
will allow Richard to feed his dog
without leaving his desk (3/7) (AD)

8.00 Eurovision: Secrets and Scandals
Uncovering what goes on behind the
scenes at the Eurovision song contest,
revealing untold stories of political
chicanery, fake participants and voting
scandals and featuring contributions
from former participants, industry
insiders and Eurovision historians

9.00 Have I Got News for You Anna
Maxwell Martin guests hosts the
satirical current affairs quiz, with Chris
McCausland and Steph McGovern (7/9)
9.30 The Other One Cat reignites a feud
with rival delivery driver Patience,
putting her job on the line (2/5) (AD)

9.00 The Terror: Infamy As the Terminal
Islanders adjust to their new
surroundings, Chester tries to protect
his family, while Henry reels from
the trauma of his imprisonment.
See Viewing Guide (3/10) (AD)
9.40 The Terror: Infamy Luz hopes to be
accepted by Henry and Asako as the
Japanese-American community
celebrates Obon, where the Nakayamas
commemorate the spirits of the dead.
See Viewing Guide (4/10) (AD)

9.00 The Games: The Final Holly
Willoughby and Freddie Flintoff are live
from Crystal Palace and Alex Scott is
trackside for the finals. It is the last
chance for the 12 contestants to win
points as they try to win gold and pick
up the trophy. Tonight’s action sees the
100m for both men and women, with
coverage of the women’s weightlifting
and men’s speed climbing (5/5)

9.00 Gogglebox The armchair critics share
their opinions on what they have been
watching during the week on the
television, with cameras capturing
their instant reactions (AD)

9.00 Lighthouses: Building the
Impossible Rob Bell profiles the
Longstone lighthouse off the coast
of Northumberland, scene of a rescue
attempt by the Victorian lighthouse
keeper’s daughter. Last in the series

10.00 Let’s Make a Love Scene Singletons
looking for love star in their own
romcom supported and coached
through intimate scenes by an intimacy
consultant and acting coach (1/2) (AD)

10.00 Live The Big Fight: Udofia Vs
Bentley Coverage of the bout for the
vacant British Middleweight title
between Linus Udofia and Denzel
Bentley, which takes place at Indigo at
the O2 in London. Plus, undercard
fights including Josh Kelly v Xhuljo
Vrenozi at welterweight, and the
super-lightweight contest between
Harlem Eubank and Sean Dodd

Late

11PM

10PM

7PM

7.00 The One Show Presented by
Alex Jones and Ronan Keating

8PM

BBC1

9PM

Early

Top
pick

Selfish Giant), and
starring Claire Danes
and Tom Hiddleston.
Danes, with a credible
English accent, is Cora,
a widowed mother of
one who pours her
newfound liberation
into an obsession with
the folk tale of the title:
a monster terrorising
the Blackwater estuary.
After a protracted
opening, things start to
grip when she travels to

10.00 BBC News at Ten

7.00 Channel 4 News

10.25 BBC Regional News and Weather
10.40 Love Life Marcus reignites an old
flame and nurses the wounds of his
failed relationship (3/10) (AD)

10.30 Newsnight Analysis of the day’s
events with Kirsty Wark

10.30 ITV News

11.05 Love Life Marcus rushes into a
relationship with playwright Ola
but has trouble “performing”
in the bedroom (4/10) (AD)
11.40 Before I Go to Sleep (15, 2014)
A woman who cannot retain her
memories tries to piece together her
past, and fears her husband is hiding
something from herbe. Thriller
starring Nicole Kidman, Colin Firth,
Mark Strong and Anne-Marie Duff

11.05 Idris Elba’s Fight School Four weeks
in and the actor needs to see a massive
improvement across his entire squad
with the next trial fight looming,
but he is faced with a difficult
decision as Sophie’s injury takes
a turn for the worse (3/5) (r) (AD)

11.00 Regional News
11.15 Run All Night (15, 2015)
A disillusioned hitman turns against
the crime family he works for to
protect his estranged son from
assassination. Action thriller starring
Liam Neeson and Ed Harris (AD)

11.05 Baywatch (15, 2017) A veteran
lifeguard teams up with an Olympic
swimmer to scupper a criminal scheme.
Action comedy based on the television
series starring Dwayne Johnson, Zac
Efron and Alexandra Daddario (AD)

12.05am Sign Zone: Fixing Unfair Britain: Can
Levelling Up Deliver? — Panorama What residents of
Barnsley think of plans to improve quality of life outside
London (r) (SL) 12.35-2.05 Dinosaurs: The Final Day
with David Attenborough. Revealing exactly how an
asteroid strike wiped out the dinosaurs (r) (AD, SL)

1.10am Teleshopping 3.00 Winning Combination.
Contestants battle one another in the hope of taking their
number to the final (r) (SL) 3.50 Unwind with ITV. Daily
escape designed to calm the mind 5.05-6.00 Nadia’s
Family Feasts. Nadia Sawalha and the chef Jeremy
Pang create a full day’s Chinese menu (r) (SL)

1.15am Ramsay’s Hotel Hell Part two of two. Gordon
Ramsay continues to help a West Virginia hotelier (r)
(AD) 2.05 Wife Swap USA. A circus wife tries to bring
order to a chaotic household (r) (SL) 2.50 Come Dine with
Me. Dinner parties in Lancashire (r) (SL) 5.05-6.00
Location, Location, Location. Heaton in Newcastle (r)

1.10am-6.00 BBC News

7.00 Farrow & Ball: Secrets of the
Posh Paint Factory Documentary
uncovering the secrets behind the
success of paint company Farrow &
Ball, after the firm was recently
sold for £500million (r)
7.55 5 News Update

12.05am Inside the Force: 24/7 (r) 1.00
Entertainment News on 5 1.10 Live Casino Show 3.10
Police Interceptors (r) 4.00 Get Your Tatts Out: Kavos Ink
(r) (SL) 4.45 Wildlife SOS (r) (SL) 5.10 House Doctor (r)
(SL) 5.35 Peppa Pig (r) (SL) 5.40 Paw Patrol (r) (SL)
5.50-6.00 Milkshake! Monkey’s Amazing Adventures (r)
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noise-rockers Sonic
Youth, or Inner City
singing their hit Good
Life on the façade of
a ghost-train ride.
There are also
forgotten clips of
Pixies, the La’s, 10,000
Maniacs and the Stone
Roses to remind you of
a time when pop/rock
was still a cultural force
deserving of TV shows
that had nothing to do
with nostalgia.

The Terror:
Infamy

BBC2, 9pm/9.50pm

Episodes three and four
of this drama about a
spirit haunting a
Japanese-American
community in 1942
California and it’s
recommended more for
prompting you to learn
about the US-run
internment camps of
the time. Things

continue to be a slow
fuse of dread, although,
25 minutes in, a queasy
moment ignites the
mood with a bit of
real horror. Otherwise,
young Chester
Nakayama believes the
spirit is hurting others
to target him, not least
when a friend is
possessed and runs
amok. Chester must
escape to keep his loved
ones safe, but how?

Nordic Murders:
Nightshade
More4, 9pm

Series three of the
decent German series
and things continue to
follow the former
prosecutor Karin
Lossow and her now
partner-in-crime,
Detective Ellen
Norgaard, on the
Baltic island of
Usedom. This time it’s

tourist season at the
Kaiserbad, a seaside
resort area, and a
16-year-old partygoer
has been found dead in
a sauna. Things are
complicated by the fact
the party was started by
Ben, Karin’s greatnephew, and by the
arrival of the boy’s
father. Did Ben kill his
friend? The personal
and the policing soon
become a tangled knot.

Film Scott of the
Antarctic
BBC2, 1pm

This account of Scott’s
1912 expedition to the
South Pole is a pleasing
display of the stiffest of
upper lips. John Mills is
Scott, while Ralph
Vaughan Williams
composed the score,
which alternates with
howling wind on the
soundtrack. (U, 1948)

Sky Max

Sky Atlantic

Sky Documentaries Sky Arts

Sky Main Event

Variations

6.00am Stargate SG-1 (r) 8.00 The Flash (r)
9.00 DC’s Legends of Tomorrow (r) (AD) 10.00
Supergirl (r) 11.00 NCIS: Los Angeles (r)
1.00pm Hawaii Five-0 (r) 2.00 S.W.A.T (r) (AD)
3.00 DC’s Legends of Tomorrow (r) (AD) 4.00
The Flash (r) 5.00 Supergirl (r)
6.00 Stargate SG-1. Robert Kinsey tries to
assume control of the Stargate programme (r)
7.00 Stargate SG-1. Part one of two. O’Neill
risks his life in an attempt to stop Anubis (r)
8.00 Rob & Romesh vs Restaurants — First
Course. Part one of two. The comedians
set out to open their own restaurant (r)
9.00 The Rising. A supernatural breakthrough
leads to some disturbing revelations
10.00 The Blacklist. Return of the thriller (r)
11.00 A League of Their Own Road Trip:
Dingle to Dover. Last in the series (r)
12.00 Never Mind the Buzzcocks. Two episodes
(r) (AD) 1.30am Peacemaker (r) 2.30 NCIS:
Los Angeles (r) 3.30 Hawaii Five-0 (r) 4.30
S.W.A.T (r) (AD) 5.30 Road Wars (r)

6.00am Storm City (r) (AD) 7.55 Big Love (r)
10.05 The Affair (r) (AD) 12.15pm Game of
Thrones (r) (AD) 1.20 Six Feet Under (r) 3.30
Boardwalk Empire (r) (AD) 5.45 The Affair.
Helen receives unexpected attention (r) (AD)
6.50 The Affair. Alison is plagued by
doubt over a recent ambition and she comes
to a disturbing realisation (r) (AD)
7.55 Game of Thrones. Theon Greyjoy stirs his
men into action, and Daenerys enters the
mysterious House of the Undying (r) (AD)
9.00 Devils. An accident outside a private bank
creates a once in a lifetime opportunity to
discover the creator of Bitcoin (5/8)
10.05 Devils. Now knowing that he is a target,
Massimo tries to retrieve the stolen evidence
against him and creates a new plan to
protect Europe and its citizens (6/8)
11.10 The King. Bruno fills the Islamic wing
with hidden micro-cameras. In Italian (4/8) (r)
12.15am True Blood. Triple bill (r) 3.30 In
Treatment (r) 4.00 Storm City (r) (AD)

6.00am First Ladies (r) (AD) 7.00 Discovering:
James Cagney (r) 8.00 The Directors (r) 9.00
Hollywood Couples (r) 10.00 Exterminate All
the Brutes (r) (AD) 11.10 The Sixties (r) (AD)
12.00 FILM: Althea (18, 2014) Documentary
focusing on the life of former tennis player
Althea Gibson (AD) 1.40pm My Icon: John
Amaechi (r) (AD) 2.00 FILM: Next Goal Wins
(15, 2014) The world’s worst performing
international football team 4.00 Discovering:
James Cagney (r) 5.00 The Directors (r)
6.00 Hollywood Couples (r)
7.00 Exterminate All the Brutes (4/4) (r) (AD)
8.10 The Sixties (10/10) (r) (AD)
9.00 FILM: Cobain — Montage of Heck
(15, 2015) The filmmaker Brett Morgen
explores the Nirvana frontman’s life
11.30 Super Greed: The Fight for Football. The
dramatic story of The Super League (r) (AD)
1.30am I Am Richard Pryor (r) 3.15 FILM:
Stockton on My Mind (12, 2020) The story
of Michael Tubbs 5.00 The Sixties (r) (AD)

6.00am Sky Sports News. News round-up 7.00
Live Ladies European Tour Golf: The 2022
Aramco Team Series Bangkok. Coverage of day
two of the event from Thai Country Club 11.00
The Football Show. A look at all the major
stories making the football headlines, with
discussion and analysis of the big talking points
12.00 Live DP World Tour Golf: The 2022 Soudal
Open. Coverage of the second day of the
tournament, taking place at Rinkven
International Golf Club in Antwerp, Belgium
3.00pm Live Indian Premier League: Royal
Challengers Bangalore v Punjab Kings. The T20
match from Brabourne Stadium, Mumbai
7.00 Live EFL: Luton Town v Huddersfield Town
(Kick-off 7.45) From Kenilworth Road
10.15 Live PGA Tour Golf: The 2022 AT&T Byron
Nelson. Further live coverage of the second day
at the TPC Craig Ranch, in McKinney, Texas
12.00 Sky Sports News 12.30am Live NBA
Basketball. Coverage of an NBA playoff
match 3.00 Sky Sports News

BBC1 N Ireland
As BBC1 except: 10.40pm Bikes! North West
200. Highlights of the North West 200 11.10
Love Life. Marcus reignites an old flame (AD)
11.35 Love Life. Marcus rushes into a
relationship with playwright Ola (AD)
12.05am FILM: Before I Go to Sleep (2014)
Thriller starring Nicole Kidman, Colin Firth
and Mark Strong 1.35-6.00 BBC News

6.00am LSO: Sir Simon Rattle Conducts
Bruckner and Messiaen 7.50 Balletboyz: Them/
Us 9.00 Tales of the Unexpected (AD) 10.00
Discovering: Whoopi Goldberg 11.00 Al Green:
Music Icons 11.30 Video Killed the Radio Star
12.00 The Big Design Challenge (AD) 1.00pm
Tales of the Unexpected (AD) 2.00 The Art
of Architecture 3.00 Mystery of the Lost
Paintings (AD) 4.00 Tales of the Unexpected
(AD) 5.00 Discovering: Jodie Foster
6.00 Portrait Artist of the Year 2017
7.00 Video Killed the Radio Star
8.00 Guy Garvey: From the Vaults. New series.
Performances from 1989. See Viewing Guide
9.00 Isle of Wight Festival Greatest Hits
10.00 Don Henley: Austin City Limits
11.15 Rock and Roll. Love in rock ‘n’ roll (AD)
12.45am Isle of Wight Festival Greatest Hits.
Two editions 1.45 Kelly Jones & Rhys Ifans —
In Conversation 2.15 Manic Street Preachers:
Live at Nynex 4.15 Discovering: Muse 4.45
National Trust: National Treasures (AD)

BBC1 Wales
As BBC1 except: 7.30pm Weatherman
Walking. Derek Brockway walks from Cross
Hands to Felinfoel, Llanelli 8.00-8.30 Speed
Kids: Our Lives. The world of children’s
motorcycle racing and the families who support
them (AD) 11.40 Hot Cakes. Life at a Cardiff
bakery run by entrepreneurs Gareth and Ryan
(r) 12.10am FILM: Before I Go to Sleep (2014)
Thriller starring Nicole Kidman, Colin Firth
and Mark Strong 1.35-6.00 BBC News
BBC2 Wales
As BBC2 except: 7.30pm Live Scrum V:
Dragons v Cardiff (Kick-off 7.35) 9.30-10.30
Gardeners’ World. Frances Tophill and Nick
Bailey celebrate the joys of indoor gardening
ITV Wales
As ITV except: 7.00pm-7.30 Vanished Wales.
New series. Adeola Dewis reveals some
of the lost landmarks of Wales
STV
As ITV except: 11.00pm-11.15 STV News
3.50am-5.05 Unwind with STV. Daily escape
UTV
As ITV except: 7.00pm-7.30 UTV Life. An
eclectic mix of stories and studio guests

TalkTV

BBC4

Talking Pictures

Film4

More4

6.00am James Max 6.30 Jeremy Kyle 10.00
The Independent Republic of Mike Graham. The
host takes a look at the morning newspapers
1.00pm Ian Collins. Hard-hitting monologues,
stimulating debates and time for your calls
4.00 Rob Rinder. The legal eagle scours through
the week’s top stories and offers a muchneeded answer to the week’s big questions
7.00 The News Desk with Tom Newton Dunn.
The host tackles the biggest stories of the day
with a packed hour of news, expert analysis,
debate and exclusives from across the UK
8.00 Piers Morgan Uncensored Best Of. The host
presents his verdict on the week’s global events
with an hour of debate and straight-talking
interviews with the world’s leading figures
9.00 The Talk. Join a panel of famous faces from
the worlds of politics, showbiz, business and
current affairs to debate hot topics
10.00 The James Whale Show. The host
reacts to the big stories of the day
11.00 Piers Morgan Uncensored Best Of (r)
12.00 The James Whale Show. Reaction
to the big stories of the day 1.00am Darryl
Morris 4.00 The Talk (r) 5.00 Cristo

7.00pm Nana Mouskouri at the BBC.
A collection of the singer’s performances from
the BBC archive, including her 1963 entry in
the Eurovision Song Contest and collaborations
with Michel Legrand and Cliff Richard
8.00 TOTP: 1992. The edition, first aired on
December 3 1992, featuring performances by
Michael Jackson, Heaven 17, U2 and Rod Stewart
8.30 TOTP: 1992. Featuring performances by
Freddie Mercury, Shai and WWF Superstars
9.00 TOTP2 Goes Eurovision. Steve Wright
presents archive hits from the contest, featuring
Abba, Cliff Richard and Bucks Fizz, plus an
appearance by 2007 UK entrants Scooch
10.00 Eurovision at 60. Hosts and competitors
tell the behind-the-scenes story of 60 years of
Eurovision — arguably the greatest and most
eccentric annual song contest on Earth
11.30 Dana — The Original Derry Girl. The story
of the singer Dana Scallon, who won the 1970
Eurovision Song Contest for Ireland, becoming a
national treasure overnight while still a teen
12.30am TOTP: 1992. Double bill 1.30 TOTP2
Goes Eurovision. Songs from the contest
2.30-3.30 Nana Mouskouri at the BBC

6.00am FILM: Uncle Silas (PG, 1947) (b/w)
8.05 FILM: Three Hats for Lisa (U, 1966)
10.10 Breaking the Codes 10.45 FILM: Bond
of Fear (PG, 1956) Crime drama with Dermot
Walsh (b/w) 12.05pm FILM: The Yellow
Balloon (PG, 1953) Crime drama starring
Andrew Ray (b/w) 1.45 Look at Life 2.00
FILM: Blue, White and Perfect (PG, 1942)
Mystery starring Lloyd Nolan (b/w) 3.35 FILM:
The Anniversary (PG, 1968) Black comedy
starring Bette Davis 5.25 FILM: The Honey
Pot (U, 1967) Comedy with Rex Harrison
8.00 The Outer Limits (b/w)
9.00 Cellar Club with Caroline Munro
9.05 FILM: The Haunted Palace (18, 1963)
Horror starring Vincent Price and Debra Paget
10.50 Cellar Club with Caroline Munro
10.55 FILM: Dark Tower (18, 1989) Horror
starring Michael Moriarty and Jenny Agutter
12.45am Cellar Club with Caroline Munro 12.50
FILM: Times Square (15, 1980) Drama 3.05
Cellar Club with Caroline Munro 3.10 FILM:
Captain Kronos — Vampire Hunter (15,
1974) Fantasy adventure 4.55 FILM: Fools
Rush In (PG, 1955) (b/w) 5.50 Glimpses

11.00am The Last Blitzkrieg (12, 1959)
Second World War drama starring Van Johnson
(b/w) 12.45pm Hell Is for Heroes (12,
1962) Second World War adventure starring
Steve McQueen (b/w) 2.35 Midnight Lace
(PG, 1960) Thriller starring Doris Day
4.45 Shenandoah (PG, 1965) American
Civil War Western starring James Stewart
6.55 Evolution (PG, 2001) Two science
teachers battle rapidly evolving alien monsters
brought to Earth by a mysterious meteor. Sci-fi
comedy with David Duchovny and Orlando Jones
9.00 Commando (18, 1985) A retired military
officer battles a treacherous comrade and a
former dictator, who have kidnapped his
daughter. Action adventure starring Arnold
Schwarzenegger and Rae Dawn Chong
10.50 Terminator Genisys (12, 2015)
A time traveller sent on a rescue mission
discovers a plot to change history beyond
recognition. Sci-fi adventure sequel starring
Arnold Schwarzenegger and Emilia Clarke (AD)
1.15am-3.25 X-Men Origins: Wolverine
(12, 2009) Superhero adventure
prequel starring Hugh Jackman (AD)

8.55am Kirstie’s Handmade Treasures 9.15
A Place in the Sun 11.05 Find It, Fix It, Flog It
1.05pm Heir Hunters 2.10 Four in a Bed 4.50
Find It, Fix It, Flog It 5.55 Escape to the
Château: DIY. Owners remove the render from
their barn, and start creating a potager garden
6.55 The Block: Big Renovation Challenge. It is
guest bedroom week, and a rapid demolition
machine called a nibbler causes issues
8.00 Escape to the Château: Restoring the
Dream. A look back at the transformation of
Dick and Angel’s château, beginning with the
technical and engineering challenges they had
to overcome to make it habitable (1/8) (AD)
9.00 Nordic Murders. New series. A touristattended party escalates into dangerous drugtaking and the next day, a teenage boy is found
dead in the sauna. See Viewing Guide
11.00 24 Hours in A&E. A man injured in a bike
crash may require emergency surgery and a
49-year-old is admitted to A&E after his heart
rate more than doubled in an hour (AD)
12.05am 24 Hours in A&E (AD) 1.10 8 Out of
10 Cats Does Countdown 3.20-3.45 Food
Unwrapped Gets Chocolatey (AD)

ITV2

ITV3

ITV4

Drama

Yesterday

6.00am Totally Bonkers Guinness World
Records 6.30 Dress to Impress (SL) 7.30 The
Ellen DeGeneres Show 8.25 You’ve Been
Framed! Uncaged! 9.20 Hart of Dixie 10.15 One
Tree Hill 11.10 The O.C 12.00 Secret Crush
1.05pm Dress to Impress 2.05 The Ellen
DeGeneres Show. With Lily Tomlin 3.00 Hart of
Dixie 4.00 One Tree Hill 5.00 The O.C
6.00 Catchphrase Celebrity Special (AD)
7.00 Superstore. The employees wrestle with
the loss of beloved co-worker Myrtle (AD)
7.30 Superstore. Amy tries to make Mateo her
new assistant, leading to a competition (AD)
8.00 Bob’s Burgers. Jessica and her friend
Megan search for a sea monster (AD)
8.30 Bob’s Burgers. Bob and Linda have
more trouble with Jimmy Pesto (AD)
9.00 FILM: Pitch Perfect 2 (12, 2015)
Comedy sequel starring Anna Kendrick
11.20 Family Guy (AD)
11.45 Family Guy (AD)
12.15am American Dad! Double bill of the
animation (AD) 1.10 Bob’s Burgers (AD)
2.05 Superstore (AD) 3.00 Teleshopping

6.00am Classic Coronation Street (AD) 7.00
Classic Emmerdale 8.05 On the Buses 9.15 The
Darling Buds of May 11.30 Heartbeat (AD)
1.45pm Classic Emmerdale 2.50 Classic
Coronation Street (AD) 3.50 Agatha Christie’s
Marple (AD) 5.50 Heartbeat (AD)
6.55 Heartbeat. The day of Nick and Jo’s
wedding arrives, but the policeman inevitably
has trouble getting to the church on time (AD)
8.00 The Larkins. Reboot of The Darling Buds of
May starring Bradley Walsh. There is excitement
at the approaching May Day Fair (1/6) (AD)
9.00 The Larkins. The Larkins woo Charley the
taxman, while Mariette agrees to stay for
the summer, but finds her heart is being
pulled in many directions (2/6) (AD)
10.05 DCI Banks. Part one of two. Morton and
Banks investigate when an accountant is killed
in his home by a hitman and discover the victim
had been leading a double life (3/6) (AD)
11.10 DCI Banks. Part two of two. The detective
questions an MP against orders (4/6) (AD)
12.10am Inspector Morse (AD) 2.20
Unwind with ITV 2.30 Teleshopping

6.00am Dramatic Finishes 6.05 The Saint (SL)
7.00 The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes (AD)
7.55 The Avengers 9.00 The Professionals (AD)
10.10 Minder (AD) 11.15 The Saint 12.20pm
The Avengers 1.30 Live ITV Racing: From York.
The third and final day of the Dante meeting at
York is headlined by the Yorkshire Cup 4.30
River Monsters 4.55 Minder (AD)
6.00 Giant Lobster Hunters
7.00 Cycling: Tour Series. Hannah East presents
highlights from round four in Stranraer
8.00 Griff’s Great New Zealand Adventure. On
the second leg of the trip, Griff Rhys Jones
heads to the Coromandel Peninsula (AD)
9.00 FILM: Rocky V (PG, 1990) The
heavyweight champion is forced into retirement
and trains a young hopeful, only to see his
protégé turn against him. Drama sequel with
Sylvester Stallone and Tommy Morrison (AD)
11.10 All Elite Wrestling: Dynamite.
Action from the world of All Elite Wrestling
1.15am The Professionals. A sniper targets a
tennis tournament (AD, SL) 2.20 The Protectors
2.50 Unwind with ITV 3.00 Teleshopping

6.00am Teleshopping 7.00 Birds of a Feather
7.45 Bergerac 8.40 The Bill 9.40 Classic Holby
City 11.00 Casualty (AD) 12.00 The Bill
1.00pm Classic EastEnders 2.20 Bergerac 3.20
Lovejoy 4.20 Pie in the Sky 5.20 Birds of a
Feather. Sharon enjoys Tracey’s hospitality
6.00 Just Good Friends
6.40 Last of the Summer Wine. Eric Sykes
guest stars as absent-minded Doggy
7.20 Last of the Summer Wine. Rumours
abound of ghosts in nearby woodland
8.00 Father Brown. The Roman Catholic priest
investigates a 300-year-old secret (AD)
9.00 Sister Boniface Mysteries. Sister Boniface
investigates when a contestant in a beauty
pageant meets an untimely end (AD)
10.00 New Tricks. The team reopens the
16-year-old case of a political aide’s murder
when a dormant offshore bank account is
discovered in his name (7/10) (AD)
11.10 Silent Witness. Nikki investigates
the suicide of a professor (AD)
1.30am Dalziel & Pascoe (AD) 3.15
Just Good Friends 4.00 Teleshopping

6.00am Impossible Engineering (AD) 8.00 The
World at War 9.00 Nazi Hunters 10.00
Abandoned Engineering (AD) 12.00 The
Architecture the Railways Built (AD) 1.00pm
Great British Railway Journeys 2.00 Abandoned
Engineering (AD) 4.00 The World at War 5.00
Nazi Hunters. Hermann Goering’s capture
6.00 Antiques Roadshow. From Norfolk
7.00 Bangers and Cash. A 1970 Excalibur
Roadstar, once owned by Roy Orbison,
arrives at Thornton-le-Dale (1/8)
8.00 The Architecture the Railways Built. Tim
Dunn sees Mt. Snowdon’s summit station and
Strasbourg’s 19th-century station (7/10) (AD)
9.00 Secrets of the London Underground. Tim
Dunn and Siddy Holloway discover the hidden
world of the Waterloo and City (2/10) (AD)
10.00 Bangers and Cash. Derek auctions off a
Jensen Interceptor and a Jensen Healey (1/10)
11.00 Abandoned Engineering. Prison cells,
and a mountainside complex (3/8) (AD)
12.00 The Architecture the Railways Built.
Exploring Metroland (AD) 1.00am Impossible
Engineering (AD) 3.00 Teleshopping

BBC Scotland
7.00pm The Seven 7.30 Sportscene:
Championship Play-off. Live coverage of the
Premiership Play-Off semi-final second leg
10.00 Still Game (r) (AD) 10.30 Undisputed:
The Life and Times of Ken Buchanan (r)
11.30-12.00 Best of Only an Excuse? (r)
BBC Alba
6.00am Alba Today 5.00pm Treubh an
Tuathanais (r) 5.15 Pompon Am Mathan Beag/
Pompon Little Bear (r) 5.20 ’S E Iasg a
Th’Annam (I’m a Fish) (r) 5.25 Creag nam
Buthaidean (Puffin Rock) (r) 5.35 Sionnach
agus Maigheach (Fox & Hare) (r) 5.45 Rita is
Crogall (r) 5.55 Stòiridh (r) 6.00 Aithne air
Ainmhidhean (All About Animals) (r) 6.20 @12
(r) 6.25 Damhan & Durrag/Pipas & Douglas (r)
6.30 Stri (r) 6.35 Na Moomins/Moomin Valley
(r) 7.00 An Là (News) 7.25 Live Scottish
Professional Football League 9.30 Slighe
Chladach Fiobha (r) 10.00 An Bronntanas (r)
10.55 Binneas — Na Trads (r) 11.00 Under
Canvas (r) 12.00-6.00am Alba Today
S4C
6.00am Cyw: Peppa (r) 6.05 Guto Gwningen
(r) 6.20 Caru Canu a Stori (r) 6.30 Octonots (r)
6.45 Cei Bach (r) 7.00 Odo 7.10 Blero yn Mynd
i Ocido (r) 7.20 Anifeiliaid Bach y Byd (r) 7.30
Patrôl Pawennau (r) 7.45 Cacamwnci (r) 8.00
Bing (r) 8.10 Cymylaubychain (r) 8.20 Asra (r)
8.35 Jen a Jim Pob Dim (r) 8.50 Nos Da Cyw
(r) 8.55 Teulu Ni (r) 9.05 Y Brodyr Coala (r)
9.15 Ysbyty Cyw Bach (r) 9.30 Sion y Chef (r)
9.45 Amser Maith Maith yn Ôl (r) 10.00 Peppa
(r) 10.05 Guto Gwningen (r) 10.20 Caru Canu
a Stori (r) 10.30 Octonots (r) 10.45 Cei Bach
(r) 11.00 Odo (r) 11.10 Blero yn Mynd i Ocido
(r) 11.20 Anifeiliaid Bach y Byd (r) 11.30
Patrôl Pawennau (r) 11.45 Cacamwnci (r)
12.00 News; Weather 12.05pm Codi Pac (r)
12.30 Ar Werth (r) 1.00 Prynhawn Da 1.55
News; Weather 2.00 Live Seiclo: Giro d’Italia.
Coverage of stage seven of the Grand Tour race,
as the riders tackle a 198km route 4.30 Peppa
(r) 4.35 Cymylaubychain (r) 4.45 Patrôl
Pawennau (r) 5.00 Stwnsh: Siwrne Ni (r) 5.05
Oi! Osgar (r) 5.15 Ar Goll yn Oz (r) 5.35 Cic (r)
5.55 Ffeil 6.00 Codi Pac (r) 6.30 Garddio a
Mwy (r) 6.57 News 7.00 Heno 7.30 News;
Weather 8.00 Dim Byd i’w Wisgo 8.25 Welsh
Whisperer — Ni’n Teithio Nawr (AD) 8.55
News; Weather 9.00 Rybish (AD) 9.35 Seiclo:
Giro d’Italia. Highlights of stage seven of the
Grand Tour race 10.05 Sgwrs Dan y Lloer (r)
10.35-11.40 Gitar yn y To (r)
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MindGames
Codeword

Chris Bray

Blockade
One of the most common pieces of
advice given to students of the
game is simply: “when ahead in the
race, race”. The converse is obviously that if you are behind in the
race, you should not make a dash
for home.
Like all adages there are exceptions to the rule. The trick is to spot
them. This week’s position is but
one example. I have given this
position to many of my students as
a test and, almost without exception, they choose to move 8/4(2),
6/2(2) with Black’s roll of double
fours. That move would be the
choice of many experts as well, as it
looks to be the obvious choice.
To understand why it is incorrect
we need look more deeply into the
position. First, after 8/4(2), 6/4(2)
Black’s position is very inflexible
with every outer board point
stripped (no spare checkers on any
of the points). Another concept in
backgammon is connectivity. The
checkers work better when they are
in close communication with each
other. 8/4(2), 6/2(2) leaves the rear
checkers on the 20-pt somewhat

Train Tracks

No 4587

stranded and in need of a big double to move them safely.
Now let us look at the correct
move, 20/12(2). After that play
Black has a very strong blockade of
the White checkers on Black’s barpoint. 44 and 22 are good rolls for
White but those are the only rolls
she can run with. Meanwhile,
Black can decide later which points
to keep and which to dismantle,
thus giving him a very flexible
position. In this instance connectivity outweighs racing considerations. 20/16(2), 8/4(2) is the
second-best play, with connectivity and blockade still being the key
themes.
It is highly unusual to select
what appears to be a racing play
when you will still be 20 pips behind after making your move, so it
is not surprising that not many
players find the right move in this
position. It is just too easy to make
what looks like a strong move
without giving any great thought
to the overall game plan. That is
something we are all guilty of from
time to time. The very best players
spot these exceptions and adjust
their play accordingly.

No 1630

© PUZZLER MEDIA

Backgammon

Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to village
B. The numbers indicate how many sections of rail go in each
row and column. There are only straight rails and curved rails.
The track cannot cross itself.

Win a Dictionary & Thesaurus

Every letter in this crossword-style grid has been substituted for a number from 1
to 26. Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters
already provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main
grid and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Yesterday’s solution, right

Fill the grid so
that every
column, every
row and every
3x2 box contains
the digits 1 to 6

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or
text TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Lexica
U

Winning Move
K
p

K
K

Á
K

K
p

p K K K
K K K K
ÇKÆK
K
K K K K
ÆK K kÆk
G K K GÄ

This is a remarkable position
where Black is a rook down.
Although his remaining forces
are in the vicinity of the white
king, the white defences look
decent and it doesn’t feel as
though a breakthrough is likely.
However, Black has a brilliant
sequence forcing an unexpected
mate. Can you see it?
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No 4215

Kakuro

Winners will receive a Collins English Dictionary & Thesaurus
Solve the puzzle and text in the numbers in the three
shaded boxes. Text TIMES followed by a space, then
your three numbers, eg, TIMES 123, plus your name,
address and postcode to 84901 (UK only), by midnight.
Or enter by phone. Call 09012 925274 (ROI 1516 303 501)
by midnight. Leave your three answer numbers (in any
order) and your contact details.
Calls cost £1 (ROI €1.50) plus your telephone company’s
network access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard
network charge. Winners will be picked at random from
all correct answers received. One draw per week. Lines
close at midnight tonight. If you call or text after this
time you will not be entered but will still be charged.
SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

R

Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Futoshiki

Difficult No 5579

E

No 6350

What are your favourite puzzles in MindGames?
Email: puzzles@thetimes.co.uk

No 3174
Fill the grid
using the
numbers 1 to 9
only. The
numbers in each
horizontal or
vertical run of
white squares
add up to the
total in the
triangle to its left
or above it. The
same number
may occur more
than once in a
row or column,
but not within
the same run of
white squares.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block,
using the operation indicated by the symbol.

Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller
(<) than the number next to it.

© PUZZLER MEDIA
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KenKen

Black to play.
This position is a variation from
Sochacki-Kozin, Titled Tuesday,
chess.com 2022.

No 6349
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MindGames
2
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4

6

7

8

9

10

11

Cell Blocks

12

EASY

4

SQUARE
IT

x3

+7

MEDIUM

128

25%
OF IT

+ 36

+ 1/2
OF IT

HARDER

81 x 9 + 517

50%
OF IT

13

x2

–7

OF IT

+9

x 4 – 48

60%
OF IT

– 94 x 3

+ 1/6
OF IT

OF IT

+ 947

90%
OF IT

+ 995

7/
8

OF IT

+ 671 x 3

Divide the grid
into square or
rectangular
blocks, each
containing one
digit only. Every
block must
contain the
number of cells
indicated by the
digit inside it.

15

Polygon

16
17

18

From these letters, make words of
four or more letters, always including
the central letter. Answers must be in
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending
in LY, comparatives and superlatives.
How you rate 12 words, average;
16, good; 24, very good; 32, excellent

19

20

Across

15 Sleeveless cloak (4)

Yesterday’s answers
deer, dene, derv, devoré, doer, done,
donee, donor, door, dove, dree, drone,
drove, erode, need, nerd, node, odeon,
odor, overdo, overdone, rede, redo, reed,
rend, rode, rodeo, ronde, rondo, rood,
vend, vender, vendor

17 On (a ship) (6)

5 Not disputed (12)
8 King of the fairies (6)

18 (Of time) pass (6)

9 Delicately pretty (6)

20 In vivid hues (12)

10 Duelling sword (4)
12 Native of, eg, Tehran (7)

Down

Killer

1 Hookah (6-6)

14 Special anniversary (7)

Set Square

Moderate No 8300

No 3177
Enter each of
the numbers
from 1 to 9 in
the grid, so that
the six sums
work. We’ve
placed two
numbers to get
you started.
Each sum
should be
calculated left
to right or top
to bottom.

© PUZZLER MEDIA
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2/
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4/
5

No 4470
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1

Brain Trainer

No 8903

ANSWER ANSWER ANSWER

times2 Crossword

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

Solutions

2 Steep high cliff (4)
Solution to Crossword 8902
G R
AWE
M N
B A T
I
T HO
U
R I T
I
B
P AR
O E
F L A
F
K

B
S OM
U
ON
D
US A
E
B
V E
A
I R
D

S
E
N
T
E
N
T
M I
O
NU
S
L
A Y

I X E E
RE L A X
A D O
HYRO I D
S R U
D P A S S
D
L E POS T
F
U
F E L ON
E O D
ACQUER
T D A

Quick Cryptic 2133

3 Unpowered aircraft (7)
4 Distinguishing badge (8)

N

6 Skin condition (4)

A

7 Outside one’s normal

F
F

perception (12)
11 Tombstone inscriptions (8)

C
I
R
C
U
L
A
R

UN
O
I N
E

13 Jimi —, singer (7)
16 Nothing (4)

R
C
C E
H E
S
E
ROS S
R
T
A T
NO
U
I GH T E
L
D I E S
D
E
T EGR A
R
B

Sudoku 13,202

19 River at Bath (4)

S
C
P T AG
O R
T A T T
O
M I N A
A
N
S L
I
E
F I DD
O A
L
T U
D
E

Kakuro 3173

Codeword 4586
L
ON
C
OO
T
R
I
F
L
I
N
G

E
P
E
E

Train Tracks 1629

Quintagram

Suko 3488

1 Blood
2 Sleuth
3 Afghan
4 Pharaoh
5 Hound Dog

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Brain Trainer

Bridge

Andrew Robson

Similar ... but different (34)
The Holy Grail of bridge is a 4-4
major fit. One of the most important bidding conventions is
Stayman, the way to locate a 4-4
major fit after partner has opened
1NT. To bid Stayman (2♣), you
will normally have game-going
values (11 or more points) and a
precisely four-card major.
Deal One
Dealer S

♠ 743
♥ AQ 4 3
♦A 4
♣K 6 4 2

♠ A J 10 6
N
♥9 8
W E
♦J 9 7
S
♣Q 9 7 3 ♠ K 8
♥K J 6 2
♦K 6 3 2
♣A 8 5
S

W

card ♠ J but, reading the position,
declarer boldly led ♠ 8. West’s bare
♠ A won the trick and declarer
could win her ♣7 return with
dummy’s ♣K and cross to ♠ K.
That overtrick was fun but 4♥ bid
and made by ruffing two diamonds
in dummy was the main thing. The
joy of the 4-4 major fit.
Deal Two
Dealer S

♠ 743
♥A 4
♦AQ 4 3
♣K 6 4 2

♠ A J 10 6
N
♥J 9 7
W E
♦9 8
S
♣Q 9 7 3 ♠ K 8
♥K 6 3 2
♦K J 6 2
♣A 8 5

♠ Q952
♥ 10 7 5
♦Q 10 8 5
♣J 10

N

Easy 55; Medium 427; Harder 8,334

E

1NT
Pass
2♣(1) Pass
Pass
4♥
End
2♥
(1) Stayman — asking for four-card majors.

Unwilling to lead from her broken holdings, West started brightly
with ♥ 9, safe and potentially cutting down a ruff. Winning ♥ A,
declarer immediately started on
diamonds, cashing ♦A, crossing to
♦K and ruffing ♦3. She returned
to ♣A and led ♦6, overruffing
West’s ♥ 8 with ♥ Q. She crossed
to ♥ KJ and, hungry for an overtrick), led her remaining ♥ 6.
West had to find a discard from
♠ AJ and ♣Q97. Let go a club and
declarer could cross to ♣K (her
tenth trick) and exit with a third
club, West winning ♣Q but having
to lead from ♠ AJ round to declarer’s
♠ K8. West actually chose to dis-

S
1NT

W
Pass

Cell Blocks 4469

Set Square 3176

Sudoku 13,203

Lexica 6347
S
C

Killer

O

Deadly No 8301

E

KenKen 5578

D
P
L

S

E

E

O

I

T

Tetonor 256

245
35 x

17

90

187

58

x 18 2 + 56

23

60

18 + 12 11 x 17 5 + 18 12 x

116
4

33

54

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Killer 8299

200

x 29 29 + 4 4

112

4 + 50 2

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column,
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

N

Quiz

H

T

R

A

C

L

I

R
H

E

E

T
M

Word watch

7 12 + 5 5

30

G
L

L

Killer 8298

I

Lexica 6348

V

E
End

E
M

R

♠ Q952
♥ Q 10 8 5
♦10 7 5
♣J 10

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

H
V

G

Sudoku 13,204

Without a four-card major, all
North can do is jump to 3NT.
What do you think West should
lead? Computer analyses suggest a
spade lead (and West would
choose ♠ J as the top of the internal sequence) should not be as
automatic as perhaps was once
considered. If West leads any
spade, declarer makes 3NT — that
promoted ♠ K is her ninth trick to
go with four diamonds, ♥ AK and
♣AK. However, if West leads any
one of her nine non-spades, 3NT
goes down.
No one would look to play in
5♦ with that North hand (two
more tricks to win that 3NT) but
actually 5♦ is the only makeable
game. It’s that lovely 4-4 fit again.
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28

x 50 17 + 11

42

216

x 56 35 + 7 18 x 12

Probit (c) A statistical
measurement (Collins)
Véronique (a) Served with
white grapes (Chambers)
Proxenete (c) A matchmaker
(OED)
Chess — Winning Move
1 ... Rh3! is a remarkable winning
move. The threat is 2 ... Rxh2+
3 Kxh2 Qh4 mate and 2 gxh3
fails to 2 ... Qf3+ mating. At first
2 Be7 (covering h4) seems to
defend but Black has 2 ...
Rxh2+! 3 Kxh2 Qh5+! and now
4 Kg3 Ne2 is a beautiful mate

1 Dead or sleeping 2 Ham 3 Taxi— named after
the taximeter. “Cab” in “taxicab” comes from
“cabriolet”, the one-horse carriage. 4 HMS Bounty
5 The Lion King 6 Star Trek 7 Microwave oven
8 Yves Saint Laurent 9 Marmalade 10 Fire and Blood
11 Kettlewell Scarecrow Festival 12 Flagellation of Christ
13 The Road to Unfreedom 14 Rugby union — it
oversees Super Rugby and The Rugby Championship
15 Tom Hooper. He won for The King’s Speech
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Word watch

Sudoku

David Parfitt

Mild No 13,205

Difficult No 13,206

Fiendish No 13,207

Probit
a A device for
examining the throat
b Good repute
c A statistical
measurement
Véronique
a Served with white
grapes
b A low jump or hop
in skiing
c An early form of
bicycle

© PUZZLER MEDIA

Proxenete
a A next-door neighbour
b A person being
deputised for
c A matchmaker
Answers on page 19
Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9.
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SEE SAW FILMS/ALAMY

1 To “play possum”
means to pretend to
be what?

11 Which scarecrow
festival is held in
August near Skipton,
North Yorkshire?

2 A jambon-beurre
sandwich is filled with
slices of which meat?

12 Kenneth Clark called
which work by Piero
della Francesca “the
greatest small painting
in the world”?

3 Which type of
car-for-hire is named
after an instrument
invented by Wilhelm
Bruhn in 1891?
4 In 1957, the remains
of which Royal Navy
ship were found off
the coast of Pitcairn
Island?

13 Timothy Snyder
wrote about the
influence of the
philosopher Ivan Ilyin
on Vladimir Putin in
which 2018 book?

15

5 Pride Rock is a
location in which 1994
Disney film and its
2019 remake?
6 Strange New Worlds
is a new TV series in
which sci-fi franchise?

7 Raytheon’s
Radarange was the first
commercially available
version of which
kitchen appliance?

9 Which Scottish band
had a No 1 with their
1968 cover of the
Beatles song Ob-La-Di,
Ob-La-Da?

8 Which French fashion
designer had a succession
of French bulldogs, all
named Moujik?

10 George RR Martin
tells the history of the
House of Targaryen in
which 2018 book?

The Times Quick Cryptic
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15 Which Oscarwinning film director
is pictured?
Answers on page 19

Place the numbers 1 to 9 in the spaces so
that the number in each circle is equal to
the sum of the four surrounding spaces,
and each colour total is correct

For interactive puzzles visit
thetimes.co.uk

No 2134 by Teazel

8

12

14 Headquartered
in Sydney, Sanzaar
oversees competitions
in which sport?

20

22

Across
1 Impose hand threateningly?
Nothing in it (5)
4 Battles to send back uncooked
food (7)
8 Cutlet cooked with last of the
salad (7)
9 Plan to return by motorway to
ﬁnd seaside resort (5)
10 So loud it breaks the organ?
(3-9)
12 Son, crazy, with a rash look?
(6)
13 Made a gesture, and added
name (6)
16 Law: handrails must be ﬁtted
for this ancient structure (8,4)
18 A gorilla is dangerous (5)
20 One inheriting man’s sound
sort of post (7)
21 Fine country, not good as
marsh (7)
22 Check on success, lifting
machine (5)
Down
1 Adjusts after force is checked
(7)*

2
3
4
5
6
7
11
14
15
17
19

Point relation out for
introduction (13)
Swan, perhaps, or elephant (9)
Small snack put together for
romantic ﬁlm (6)
Hit hard, run a mile (3)
A couple of improvements to
make repeatedly (5,3,5)
Impressive ﬁlm to be seen
online? (4)
Brothers perhaps man such a
ship (4-5)
Treacherous woman: all hide,
trembling (7)
A name in a piece of ID is a
hoax (6)
Cook some quiche — fabulous
(4)
Nine months suggested,
indeed (3)

Yesterday’s solution on page 19

